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PRBPAOB. 



The works of Goethe, comprised iu the present yolume, 
are entirely new translations, made expressly for the series 
of German Classical Works, which find their place from 
time to time in the "Standard Library." The "Elective 
Affinities" has been executed by a gentleman well known 
in the literary world, who does not wish his name to 
appear. It is possible that exceptions may be taken to 
some of the statements contained in this production of 
Goethe. But to use the language of Carlyle, " Fidelity is 
all the merit a translator need aim at, to convey the 
author's sentiments as he himself expressed them, and to 
follow the original in all its variations. In many points, 
it were to be wished that Goethe had not bo written; 
but to alter anything is not in the translator's commission. 
The literary and moral persuasions of a man like Goethe, 
are objects of a rational curiosity, and the duty of a trans- 
lator IS simple and distinct." The same observations wiU 
apply with equal force to many of the sentiments which 
pervade the second tale [in this volume, the "Sorrows of 
Werther." 

It is somewhat remarkable that the " Sorrows of Wer- 
ther," notwithstanding its great popularity, has never before 
been translated directly from the German into the English 
language. The translation by which the work has become 
familiarized in this' country, was made from the French, 
a medium wholly incapable of maintaining the vigorous 
strength of the original. Well may it be styled " a faint 
and garbled version," by a competent authority, who 
fiEirther observes: "That' the German Werther is a very 
different person from his English namesake. His sorrows 
in the original are recorded in a tone of strength and 
sarcastic emphasis, of which the other oflfers no vestige, 
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and intermingled witb touches of painful thought, glimpses 
of a philosophy deep as it is bitter, which our sagacious 
translator has seen proper wholly to omit.'* The story of 
Werther is known to ba the 33ka6»tipn of an actual fact 
which happened within the knowledge of the author.; and 
though it has been sometimes affirmed that Goethe subse- 
quently smiled at this performance of his youth, yet he has 
left on record an account of his own state of mind during its 
composition, which is well worthy of perusal. " The resolu- 
iaon," says Goethe, " to preserve my internal nature according 
to its peculiarities, and to let external nature influence me 
accordmg to its qualities, impelled me to the strange element 
in which " Werther" is designed and written. I sought to 
free myself Internally from all that was foreign to me, to 
regard the external with love, and to allow all beings, from 
.man downwards, as long as they were comprehensible, t6 
act upon me, each after its own kind. Thus arose a won- 
derfm affinit^ with the single objects of nature, and a hearty 
concord, a harmony with the wnole, so that every change, 
whether of place and region, or of the day and year, or what- 
ever else could happen, affected me in the deepest manner. 
The glance of the painter associated itself to that of the 
poet, the beautifril rural landscape, animated by the pleasant 
river, increased my love of solitude, and favoured my silent 
"observations as they extended on all sides." 

The tales with wtich the volume concludes, are in point of 
• date almost contemporaneous with " Werther," and though 
slight in their structure, bear "indubitable traces of the 
greatest genius of modem times." 

The entire volume, excepting the " Affinities," has been 
translated by E. D. Boylan, Esq., who is fkvourably known 
to l^e readers of the " Standard Library," by his version of 
filOhiUer's "Don Carlos." 

H. G. B. 
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ELECTIVE AFFINITIES. 

PAET L 



CHAPTER I. 

Edwabd— so we shall call a wealthy nobleman in the 
prime of life — ^had been spending several hours of a fine 
April morning in his nursery-garden, budding the stems of 
some young trees with cuttings which had been recently sent 
to him. He had finished what he was about, and havbig Imd 
his tools together in their box, was complacently surveying 
his work, when the gardener came up and complimented his 
master on his industry. 

*' Have you seen my wife anywhere ?" inquired Edward, as 
he moved to go away. 

"My lady is alone yonder in the new grounds," said the 
man ; '' the summer-house which she has been making on the 
rock over against the castle is finished to-day, and really 
it is beautiful. It cannot fail to please your grace. The 
view fi-om it is perfect: — ^the village at your feet; a little to 
your right the church, with its tower, which you can just see 
over ; and directly opposite you, the castle and the garden*'' 

" Quite true," replied Edward ; " I can see the people at 
work a few steps from where I am standing." 

" And then, to the right of the church again," continued 
ihe gardener, "is the opening of the valley; and you look 
along over a range of wood and meadow far into the distance. 
The steps up the rock, too, are excellently arranged. My 
gracious lady understands these things; it is a pleasure to 
work under her." 

B 
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** Go to her,'^ said Edward, " and desire her to be so good 
as to wait for me there. Tell her I wish to see this new 
creation of hers, and enjoy it with her," 

The gardener went rapidly off, and Edward soon followed. 
Descending the terrace, and stopping as he passed to look 
into the hot-houses and the forcing-pits, he came presently to 
the stream, and thence, over a narrow bridge, to a place 
where the walk leading to the summer-house branched off in 
two directions. One path led across the churchyard, imme- 
diately up the face of the rock. The other, into which he 
struck, wound away to the left, with a more gradual ascent, 
through a pretty shrubbery. Where the two paths joined 
again, a seat had been made, where he stopped a few moments 
to rest; and then, following the now single road, he found 
himself, after scrambling along among steps and slopes of all 
sorts and kinds, conducted at last through a narrow more or 
less steep outlet to the summer-house. 

Charlotte was standing at the door to receive her husbands. 
She made him sit down where, without moving, he could 
eomtmand a view of the different landscapes through the door 
and window — ^these serving as frames, in which they were set 
like pictures. Spring was coming on ; a rich, beautiful life 
would soon everywhere be bursting ; and Edward spoke of it 
with delight. 

"There is only one thing which I should observe,*' he 
added, " the summer-house itself is rather smalL" 
' *' It is large enough for you and me, at any rate,'* answered 
Oiarlotte. 

" Certainly,*' said Edward ; " there is room for a third, too, 
easily." 

"Of course; and for a fourth also," replied Charlotte. 
*^For larger parties we can contrive other places." 

" Now that we are here by ourselves, with no one to dis* 
torb us, and in such a pleasant mood," said Edward, " it is a 
good opportunity for me to tell yon that I have for some tim6 
had something on my mind, about which I have wished to 
speak to you, but have never been able to muster up my 
cOTO'age." 

*^ I have observed that titere has been something of the 
Sort," said Charlotte. 

" And even now," Edward went on, "if it were not fcr a 
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letter which the post brought me this moniing, and which 
obliges me to come to some resolution to-day, I should yeiy 
likely have still kept it to myself.*' 

^* What is it, then ?" asked CSiarlotte, turoing affectionately 
towards him. 

^ It concern^ our friend the Oaptain," answered Edward ; 
''you know the unfortunate position in which he, like many 
others, is placed* It is through zk) fault of his own ; but you 
may imagine how painful it must be for a person with his 
knowledge and talents and accomplishments^ to find himself 
without employment. I — ^I will not hesitate any longer with 
what I am wishing fdr him. I should like to have nim here 
with us for a time.'* 

** We must think about ihat,** replied Chaiiotte ; ^ it shouM 
be considered on more sides than one." 

**I am quite ready to tell you what I bare in riew," 
retnmed Edward. ^ Through his last letters there is a pre- 
vailing tone of despondency; not that he is really in any 
want. He knows thoroughly well how to limit his expenses ; 
and I have taken care for everything absolutely necessary. 
It IS no distress to him to accept obligations from me ; all our 
lives we have been in the habit of borrowing from and 
lending to each other ; and we could not tell, if we would, 
bow our debt(»r and creditor account stands. It is being 
without occupation which is really fretting him. The many 
accomplidbments whieh he has cultivated in himself, it is his- 
only pleasure — ^indeed, it is his pas^on — ^to be daily and 
hourly exercising for the benefit of others. And now, to sit 
still, with his arms folded; or to go on studying, acquiring, 
and acquiring, when he can make no use Of what lie already 
possesses ;— my dear creature, it is a pamful situation; and 
alone as he is, he feels it doubly and trebly J* 

" But I thought," said Charlotte, '* that he had had offers 
from many different quarters. I myself wrote to numbers 
of my own friends, male and female, for him ; and, as I have 
reason to believe, not without effect.*' 

♦* It is true," replied Edward; *'but these very offers— 
these various proposals — ^have only caused him fresh embar- 
rassment. Not one of them is at all suitable to such a 
person as he is. He would have nothing to do ; he would 
faariB to sacrifice himself; his time, his purposes, his whole 

B 2 
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metliod of life ; and to that he cannot bring himself. The 
more I think of it all, the more I feel about it, and the more 
anxious I am to see him here with us." 

" It is very beautiful and amiable in you," answered Char- 
lotte, "to enter with so much sympathy into your friend's 
position; only you must allow me to ask you to think of 
yourself and of me, as well." 

" I have done that," replied Edward. "For ourselves, we 
can have nothing to expect from his presence with us, except 
pleasure and advantage. I will say nothing of the expense. 
In any case, if he came to us, it would be but small ; and you 
know he wiU be of no inconvenience to us at all. He can 
have his own rooms in the right wing of the castle, and 
everything else can be arranged as simply as possible. What 
shall we not be thus doing for him ! and how agreeable and 
how profitable may not his society prove to us ! I have long 
been wishing for a plan of the property and the grounds,. 
He will see to it, and get it made. You intend yourself to 
take the management of the estate, as soon as our present 
steward's term is expired; and that, you know, is a serious 
thing. His various information will be of immense benefit 
to us ; I feel only too acutely how much I require a person of 
this kind. The country people have knowledge enough, but 
their way of imparting it is confused, and not always honest. 
The students from the towns and universities are sufficiently 
clever and orderly, but they are deficient in personal expe* 
rience. From my friend, I can promise myself both know- 
ledge and method, and hundreds of other circumstances I 
can easily conceive arising, affecting you as well as me, and 
from which I can foresee innumerable advantages. Thank 
you for so patiently listening to me. Now, do you say what 
you think, and say it out freely and fully; I will not interrupt 
you." 

" Very well," replied Charlotte ; " I will begin at one© 
with a general observation. Men think most of the imme- 
diate—the present ; and rightly, their calling being to do and 
to work. Women, on the other hand, more of how things 
hang together in life; and that rightly too, because their 
destiny—- the destiny of their families — is bound up in this 
interdependence, and it is exactly this which it is their 
mission to promote. So now let us cast a glance at our pre* 
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sent and our past life ; and you will acknowledge that the 
invitation of the Captain does not ML in so entirely with our 
purposes, our plans, and our arrangements. I will go back 
to those happy days of our earliest intercourse. We loved 
each other, young as we then were, with all our hearts. We 
were parted : you from me — ^your &ther, from an insatiable 
desire of wealth, choosing to marry you to an elderly and rich 
lady ; I from you, having to give my hand, without any espe- 
cial motiye, to an excellent man, whom I respected, if I did 
not love. We became again free— you first, your poor 
mother at the same time leaving you in possession of your 
lai^e fortune ; I later, just at the time when you returned 
from abroad. So we met once more. We spoke of the past ; 
we could enjoy and love the recollection of it; we might 
have been contented, in each other's society, to leave things 
as they were. You were urgent for our marriage. I at first 
hesitated. We were about flie same age ; but I as a woman 
had grown older than you as a man. At last I could not 
refuse you what you seemed to think the one thing you cared 
for. All the discomfort which you had ever experienced, at 
court, in the army, or in travellmg, you were to recover from 
at my side ; you woidd settle down and enjoy life ; but only 
with me for your companion. I settled my daughter* at a 
school, where she could be more completely educated than 
would be possible in the retirement of the country ; and I 
placed my niece Ottilie there with her as well, who, perhaps, 
would have grown up better at home with me, imder my own 
care. This was done with your consent, merely that we 
might have our own lives to ourselves — ^merely that we might 
enjoy imdisturbed our so-long-wished-for, so-long-delayed 
happiness. We came here and settled ourselves. I under- 
took the domestic part of the menage, you the out-of-doors, 
and the general control. My own principle has been to meet 
your wishes in everything, to live only for you. At least, let 
us give ourselves a fair trial how far in this way we can be 
enough for one another." 

" Since the interdependence of things, as you call it, is 
your especial element," replied Edward, " one should either 
never listen to any of your trains of reasoning, or make up 
one's mind to allow you to be in the right ; and, indeed, you 
have been in the right up to the present day. The founda- 
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tlon wluch we liare hitherto been kying for ourselveB, is ci 
the true, soimd sort ; oniyv are we to biuld nothing upon itr 
is nothing to be developed out of it ? All the work we hare 
done — I in the garden, you in the park— is it all only for a 
pair of hermits?" 

«WeU, well," repHed Charlotte, "very well. What we 
bave to look to is, that we introduce no alien element, 
nothing which shall cross or obstruct us. Bemember,. our 
plans, ey^i those which only concern our amusements, depend 
mainly on our being together. You were to read to me, in 
CiMisecative order, the journal which you made when you 
were abroad* You were to take the opportunity of arranging 
it, putting all the loose matter connected with it in its place ; 
and with me to work with you and help you, out of these 
invaluable but chaotic leaves and sheets to put together a 
complete thing, which i^onzld give pleasure to ourselves and 
to oth^s. I promised to assist you in transcribing ; and we 
thought it woidd be so pleasant, so delightful, so dbaiming, 
to travel over in recollection the world which we were unable 
to see together. The beginning is already made. Then,, in 
the evenings, you have taken up your flute again, accom- 
panying me on the piano, while of visits bcK^kwards and 
forwards among the neighbourhood, there is abundance. For 
my part, I have been promising myself out of all this the 
first really happy summer I have ever thought to spend in 
my life.'* 

*' Only I cannot see," replied Edward, rubbing his fcire- 
head, '* how, through every bit of this which you have been 
so sweetly and so sensibly laying before me, the Captain's 
presence can be any interruption; I should rather have 
thought it would give it all fresdi zest and life. He was my 
oompanion during a part of my travels. He made many 
observations from a different point of view from mine. We, 
can put it all together, and so make a charmingly compile 
work of it." - 

"Well, then, I will acknowledge openly," answered Char- 
lotte, with some impatience, '' my feeling is against this plan. 
I have an instinct which tells me no good "will come (^ it." 

•' You women are invincible in this way," replied Edward. 
'* You are so sensible, that there is no answering you, then so 
aiectkmate, that one is glad to giye way to you, full of fieeU 
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ings, which one cannot wound, and full of forebodings, which 
terrify one." 

" I am not superstitious," said Charlotte ; ** and I care no- 
-diing for these dim sensations, merely as such; but in general 
iliey are the result of unconscious recollecdons of happy or 
unhappy consequences, which we have experienced as follow-* 
ing on our own or others' actions. Nothing is of greateir 
moment, ia any state of things, than the intervention of a 
third person. I have seen friends, brothers and sisters^ 
lovers^ husbands and wives, whose relation to each other, 
through the accidental or intentional introduction of a third 
person, has been altogether changed-^whose whole moral 
condition has been inverted by it." 

♦* That may very well be," replied Edward, " with peo|fle 
who live on without looking where they are going ; but not^ 
surely, with persons whom experience has taught to under* 
Stand themselves." 

** That understanding ourselves, my dearest husband," itt* 
nsted Charlotte, ** is no such certain weapon. It is very often 
a most dangerous one for the person who bears it. And out 
ef all this, at least so much seems to arise, that we should not 
be in too great a hurry. Let me have a few days to think ; 
doa't decide." 

*' As the matter stands," returned Edward, " wait as many 
days as we will, we shall still be in too great a hurry. The 
arguments for and against are all before us ; all we want is 
the conclusion, and as things are, I think the best thing wn 
ean do is to draw lots.'* 

** I know," said Charlotte, ** that in doubtful cases it is 
, jour way to leave them to chance. To me, in such a serious 
matter, this seems almost a crime." 

*♦ Then what am I to write to the Captain ?" cried Edward; 
*^ for write I must at once." 

"Write him a kind, sensible, sympathising letter,'* aiu 
ffwered Charlotte; 

" That is as g^od as none at all," replied Edwaard, 

•*• And there are many cases," answered she, " in which we 
are obliged, and in which it is the seal kiiidae8s> zathejf to 
write nothing than not to write.'^ 
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CHAPTER II. 



Edwabd was alone in his room. The repetitioti of the 
incidents of his life from Charlotte's lips ; the representation 
of their mutual situation, their mutual purposes ; had worked 
him, sensitive as he was, into a yery pleasant state of mind. 
While close to hep— while in her presence — he had felt so- 
bappy, that he had thought out a warm, kind, but quiet and 
indefinite epistle which he would send to the Captain. 
When, howeyer, he had settled himself at his writing-table, 
and taken up his friend's letter to read it oyer once more, the 
sad condition of this excellent man rose again yiyidly before, 
him. The feelings which had been all day distressing him 
again awoke, and it appeared impossible to him to leave one^ 
whom he called his friend in such painful embarrassment. 

Edward was imaccustomed to deny himself anything. The* 
only child, and consequently the spoilt child, of wealthy 
parents, who had persuaded him into a singular, but highly 
advantageous marriage with a lady far older than hknself ;, 
and again by her petted and indulged in every possible way^ 
she seeking to reward his kindness to her by the utmost 
liberality; after hier early death his own master, travelling 
independently of every one, equal to all contingencies and all 
changes, with desires never excessive, but multiple and, 
various— free-hearted, generous, brave, at times even noble—* 
what was there in the world to cross or thwart him ? 

Hitherto, everything had gone as he desired ! Charlotta 
had become his ; he had won her at last, with an obstinate, a 
romantic fidelity ; and now he felt himself, for the first time, 
contradicted, crossed in his wishes, when those wishes were 
to invite to his home the friend of his youth — -just as he was 
longing, as it were, to throw open his whole heart to him^ 
He felt annoyed, impatient ; he took up his pen again and 
again, and as often threw it down again, because he could not 
make up his mind what to write. Against his wife's wishes 
he would not go ; against her expressed desire he could not, 
lU at ease as he was, it would have been impossible for him, 
even if he had wished, to write a quiet, easy letter. The 
most natural thing to do, was to put it off. In a few words, 
he begged his friend to forgive him for having left his letter 
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unanswered ; Had day he was unable to write clrcnmstan* 
tially ; but shortly, he hoped to be able to tell him what ho 
felt at greater length* 

The next day, as they were waUdng to the same spot,. 
Charlotte took the opportunity of bringing back the conver- 
sation to the subject, perhaps because she knew that there 
is no surer way of rooting out any plan or purpose, than by 
oflen talking it over. 

It was what Edward was wishing. He expressed himself in 
his own way, kindly and sweetly. For although, sensitive a& 
he was, he flamed up readily—ilthough the vehemence with 
which he desired anything made him pressing, and his obsti- 
nacy made him impatient — ^his words were so softened by 
his wish to spare the feelings of those to whom he was speak-* 
ing, that it was impossible not to be charmed, even when one 
most disagreed, with him. 

This morning, he first contrived to bring Charlotte into the 
happiest humour, and then so disarmed her with the graceM 
turn which he gave to the conversation, that she cried out at 
last: 

" You are determined that what I refused to the husband 
you win make me grant to the lover. At least, my dearest," 
she continued, *' I will acknowledge that your wishes, and the 
warmth and sweetness with which you express them, have not 
left me untouched, have not left me unmove'd. You drive me 
to make a confession; — ^till now, I too have had a concealment 
from you ; I am in exactly the same position with you, and I 
have hitherto been putting tjie same restraint on my inclina- 
tion which I have been exhorting you to put on yours." 

" Glad am I to hear that,", said Edward. " In the married 
state, a difference of opinio^ now and then, I see, is no bad, 
thing; we learn something' of one another by it." 

" You are to learn at present, then," said Charlotte, " that 
it is with me about Ottilie as it is with you abbut the Captain. 
The dear child is most uncomfortable at the school, and I am 
thoroughly uneasy about her. Luciana, my daughter, bom. 
as she is for the world, is there training hourly for the world ; 
languages, history, everything that is taught there, she ac- 
quires with so much ease that, as it were, she learns them 
off at sight. She has quick natm'al gifts, and an excellent 
memory ; one may almost say she forgets everything, and ia 
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a moment calls it all back again. She distinguislies herselF 
above ev^y one at the school with the freedom of her car- 
riage, the grace of her movement, and the elegance of" her 
address, and with the inborn royalty of nature makes her- 
self the queen of the little circle there. The superior of 
the establishment regards her as a little divinity, who, 
under her hands, is shaping into excellence, and who will 
do her honour, gain her reputation, and bring her a large 
increase of pupils ; the first pages of this good lady's letters, 
and her monthly notices of progress, are for ever hymns aboat 
Ihe excellence of such a child, which I have to translate into 
my own prose ; while her concluding sentences about Ottilie 
are nothing but excuse after excuse — attempts at explaining 
how it can be that a girl in other respects growing -up so 
lovely seems coming to nothing, and shows neither capacity 
nor accomplishment. This^ and the little she has to say 
besides, is no riddle to me, because I can see in this dear 
child the same character as that of her mother, who was my 
own dearest friend; who grew up with myself, and whose 
daughter, I am certain, if I had the care of her education, 
would form into an exquisite creature. 

" This, however, has not fallen in with our plan, and as one 
ought not to be picking and pulling, or for ever introducing 
new elements among the conditions of our life, I think it 
better to bear, and to conquer as I can, even the unpleasant 
impression that my daughter, who knows very well that 
poor Ottilie is entirely dependent upon us, does not refrain 
from flourishing her own successes in her face, and so, to a 
certain extent, destroys the little good which we have done 
for her. Who are well trained enou^ never to woimd 
others by a parade of their own advantages? and who stands 
fio high as not at times to suffer under such a slight ? In 
trials like these, Ottilie's character is growing in strength, 
but since I have clearly known the painfulness of her situa- 
tion, I have been thinking over all possible ways to make some 
other arrangement. Every hour I am expecting an answer 
to my own last letter, and then I do not mean to hesitate any 
more. So, my dear Edward, it is with me. We have both, 
Tou see, the same sorrows to bear, touching both our hearts 
in the same point. Let ns bear them together, since we 
neither of ns can press our own against the other." 
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*' We aie strange cieatares,'* said Edward, smiUng. " It 
-we can only put oat of sight anytliing which troubles us, we 
fancy at onee we hare got rid of it. We can give up mnelft 
ixi ^e laige and general; but to soake sacrifices in little 
ihiags is a d^nand to whidi we are rarely equal. So it was 
with my mother, — as loi^ as I lived with her, while a boy and 
a young man, she could not bear to let me be a sioment out 
of her sight. If I was out later than usual in my ride, sosne 
misfortune must have happened to me. If I got wet through 
in a shower, a fev^n* was inevitable. I travelled; I was 
^isent firoBL h^ altogether ; and, at once, I scarcely seemed 
to belong to her. If we look at it closer," he continuedy. 
** we are both aeting Tery foolishly, very culpably. Two 
very noble natures, both of which haye the closest claims on 
our affection, we are leaiing exposed to pain and distress, 
mer^ to avoid exposing ourselves to a chance of danger. 
If this is not to be calLed selfish, what is ? You take Ottilie«. 
Let me have the Captain ; and, £Qr a.short period, at least, let 
the trial be made.^*^ 

. *' We might venture it," said Charlotte, thoij^htfully, " if 
the danger were only to ourselves. But do you think it- 
prudent to faring Ottilie and the Captain into a situation 
where they must necessarily be so closely intimate; the 
Captain, a man no older than yourself, of an age (I am not 
saying this to flatter you) when a man becomes first capable 
of love and first deserving of it, and a girl of Ottilie's attract- 
tiveness ?" 

" I cannot conceive how you can rate Ottilie so high," 
replied Edward. " I can only explain it to myself by sup- 
posing her to have inherited your affection for her mother. 
Pretty she is, no doubt. I remember the Captain observing it 
tame, when we eame back last year, and met her at your aunf s. 
Attractive i^ is, — she has particularly pretty eyes ; but I do 
not know that she made Hob slightest impression, upon me." 

** That was quite proper in you," said Charlotte, ** seeing 
that I was there; and, although she is much younger than I, 
the presence of your old friend had so many charms for you, 
that you overlooked the promise of the openmg beauty. It 
is one of your ways ; and that is one reason why it ia so 
pleasant to live with you." 

• Charlotte, openly as she appeared to be apeakin^ was 
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keeping back something, nevertheless; which was that at 
the time when Edward came first back from abroad, she had 
purposely thrown Ottilie in his way, to secure, if possible, so 
desirable a match for her protegee. For of herself, at liiat 
time, in connection with Edward, she never thought at all. 
The Captain, also, had a hint given to him to draw Edward's 
attention to her; but the latter, who was clinging deter- 
minately to his early affection for Charlotte, looked neither 
right nor left, and was only happy in the feeling that it was at 
last within his power to obtain for himself the one happiness 
which he so earnestly desired.; and which a series of incidents 
tad appeared to have placed for ever beyond his reach. 

They were on the point of descending the new grounds, in 
order to return to the castle, when a servant came hastily to- 
meet them, and, with a laugh on his fiice, called up from 
below, "Will your grace be pleased to come quickly to 
the castle? The Herr Mittler has just galloped into the 
court. He shouted to us, to go all of us in search of you, 
and we were to ask whether there was need, * whether there- 
is need,' he cried after us, * do you hear ? but be quick, be 
quick.' " 

" The odd fellow," exclaimed Edward. " But has he not 
come at the right time, Charlotte ? Tell him, there is need, 
-grievous need. He must alight. See his horse taken 
care of. Take him into the saloon, and let him have some 
luncheon. We shall be with him immediately." 

" Let us take the nearest way," he said to his wife, and 
struck into the path across the churchyard, which he usually 
avoided. He was not a little surprised to find here, too, 
traces of Charlotte's delicate hand. Sparing, as far as pos- 
sible, the old monuments, she had contrived to level it, and 
lay it carefully out, so as to make it appear a pleasant spot 
on which the eye and the imagination could equally repose 
with pleasure. The oldest stones had each their special honour 
assigned them. They were ranged according to their dates 
along the wall, either leaning against it, or let into it, or 
however it could be contrived ; and the string-course of the 
church was thus variously ornamented. 

Edward was singularly affected as he came in upon it 
through the little wicket ; he pressed Charlotte's hand, and 
tears started into his eyes. But these were very soon put to 
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•flight, by the appearance of their singular yisitor. Thig 
gentleman had declined sitting down in the castle; he had 
xidden straight through the village to the churchyard gate ; 
and then, halting, he called out to his friends, '^ Are you not 
-snaking a fool of me ? Is there need, really ? If there is, I 
<^n stay till mid-day. But don't keep me. I have a great 
'deal to do before night." 

" Since you have taken the trouble to come so far," cried 
Edward to him, in answer, " you had better come through 
the gate. We meet at a solemn spot. Come and see the 
variety which Charlotte has thrown over its sadness." 

*' Inside there," called out the rider, " come I neither on 
iiorseback, nor in carriage, nor on foot. These here rest in 
peace : with them I have nothing to do. One day I shall be 
carried in feet foremost. I must bear that as I can. — ^Is it 
«erious, I want to know ? " 

** Indeed it is," cried Charlotte, " right serious. For the 
&8t time in our married lives, we are in a strait and 
difficulty, from which we do not know how to extricate 
ourselves." 

** You do not look as if it were so," answered he. " But I 
-will believe you. If you are deceiving me, for the future 
you shall help yourselves. Follow me quickly, my hors^ 
•will be none the worse for a rest." 

The three speedily found themselves in the saloon together. 
Xiimcheon was brought in, and Mittler told them what that 
day he had done, and was goiag to do. This eccentric 
person had in early life been a clergyman, and had distin- 
guished himself in his office by the never-resting activity 
•with which he contrived to make up and put an end to 
<qu^els ; quarrels in families, and quarrels between neigh-* 
bours; first among the individuals immediately about him, 
4ind afterwards among whole congregations, and among the 
t50untry gientlemen roimd. , While he was in the ministry, no 
married couple we r e allowed to separateei and the district 
<5ourts were untroubled with either cause or process. A 
knowledge of the law, he was well aware, was necessary to 
him. He gave himself with all his might to the study of it, 
and very soon felt himself a match for the best trained 
advocate. His circle of activity extended wonderfully, and 
people were on the point of inducing him to move to the 
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Residence, where he would £nd opportumties of exi^eising in 
the higher circles what he had begua in the lowest, when he 
won a considerable sum of money in a lottery. With this, he 
bought himself a small property. He let the ground to «. 
tenant, and made it the centre of his operations, with the 
fixed determination, or rather in accordance with his old 
customs and inclinations, never to enter a house when there 
was no dispute to make up, and no rhelp to be given. People 
who were auperstitious about names, and about what they im- 
ported, maintained that it was his being called M ittler which 
drove him to take upon himself this strange employments 

Luncheon was laid on the table, and the stranger then 
solemnly pressed his host not to wait any longer with the dis- 
closure which he had to make. Immediately after refreshing 
himself he would be obliged to leave them. 

Husband and wife made a circumstantial confession ; but 
43earcely had he caught the substance of the matter, when he 
started angrily up from the table, rushed out of the saloon, 
and ordered his horse to be saddled instantly. 

" Either you do not know me, you do not understand me,'* 
Ihe cried, " or you are sorely mischievous. Do you call this a 
quarrel ? Is there any want of help here ? Do you suppose 
^at I am in the world to give advice f Of all occupations 
I which man can pursue, that is the most foolish. Every man 
^ must be his own counsellor, and do what he cannot let alone. 
If all go well, let him be happy, let him enjoy his wisdom and 
his fortune \ if it go ill, I am at hand to do what I can for 
him. The man who desires to be rid of an evil knows what 
he wants ; but the man who desires something better than he 
lias got is stone blind. Yes, yes, laugh as you will, he is 
playing blindman's-buff; perhaps he gets hold of something, 
but the question is what he has got hold of. Do as you will» 
it is all one. Invite yoiu* friends to you, or lejt them be, it 
is all l^e same. The most prudent plans I have seen mis^ 
carry, and the most foolish succeed* Don't split your brains 
about it; and if, one way or the other, evil comes of what 
you settle, don't fret ; send for me, and you shall be helped^ 
Till which time, I am your humble servant." 

So saying, he sprang on his horse, without waiting the 
aiiival pf the coffee. 

♦' Here you se^," said CJharktte, " the email service » third 
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peraon can be, wiien tilings are off their .balanee between two 
persons closely connected; we ore left, if poesibley mate 
confused and more nncertain than we were.'* 

They would both, probably, have conttnned hesitating some 
time longer, had not a letter arrived from the Captain, in 
reply to Edward's hut. He had made up his mind to accept 
one of the situaticms which had been o^red him, although 
it was not in the least up to his mark. He was to share the 
ennui of certain wealthy persons of rank, who depended on 
his ability to dissipate it, 

Edward's keen glance saw into the whole thing, and he 
pictured it out in just, sharp lines. 

" Can we endure to think of our iriend in such a position ?** 
he cried ; '^ you cannot be so cruel, Charlotte." 

" That strange Mittler is ri^t after all," replied Charlotte; 
^^all such imdertakings are yentures; what will come (^ 
them it is impossible to foresee. New elements introduced 
among us may be fruitfid in fortune or in misfortune, without 
our having to take credit to ourselves for one or the other. 
I do not feel myself firm enough to oppose you further. 
Let us make the experiment ;. only one thing I will entreat of 
you — ^that it be only for a short time. You must allow me 
to exert myself more than ever, to use aU my influence among 
all my connections, to find him some position which will 
satisfy him in his own way." 

Edward poured out the ^warmest expressions of gratitude. 
He hastened, with a light, happy heart, to write off his pro- 
posals to his Mend. Charlotte, in a postscript, was to signify- 
her approbation with her own hand, and unite her own kind 
entreaties with his. She wrote, with a rapid pen, pleasantly 
and affectionately, but yet with a sort <^ haste which was 
ziot usual with her ; and, most unlike herself, she disfigured 
the paper at last with a blot of ink, which put her out of 
temper, and which she only made worse with her attempts to 
wipe it away. 

Edward laughed at her about it, and, as there was still 
room, added a second postscript, that his friend was to see 
from this symptom the impatienee with which he was ex« 
peeted, and measure the speed at whidi he came to them by 
the haste in which the letter was written. 

The messenger was go&e; and Edward thoughjt he ooold 
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not give a more convincing evidence of his gratitude, than by 
insisting again and again that Charlotte should at once send 
for Ott&e from the school. She said she would think about 
it ; and, for that evening, induced Edward to join with her 
in the enjoyment of a litfle music. Charlotte played exceed- 
ingly well on the piano, Edward not quite so well on the 
flute. He had taken a great deal of pains with it at times ; 
but he was without the patience, without the perseverance, 
which are requisite for the completely successful cultivation 
of such a talent ; consequently, his part was done unequally, 
fiome pieces well, only perhaps too quickly — ^while with 
others he hesitated, not being quite familiar with them ; so 
that, for any one else, it would have been difficult to have 
gone through a duet with him. But Charlotte knew how to 
manage it. She held in, or let herself be run away with, 
tmd fulfilled in this way the double part of a skilful conductor 
and a prudent housewife, who are able always to keep right 
on the whole, although particular passages will now and then 
&11 out of order* 



CHAPTER HI. 

The Captain came, having previously written a most 
sensible letter, which had entirely quieted Charlotte's appre- 
hensions. So much clearness about himself, so just an 
understanding of his own position and the position of his 
friends, promised everything which was best and happiest. 

The conversation of the first few hours, as is generally the 
case with friends who have not met for a long time, was 
eager, lively, almost exhausting. Towards evening, Charlotte 
proposed a walk to the new grounds. The Captain was 
delighted with the spot, and observed every beauty which 
had been first brought into sight and made enjoyable by the 
new walks. He had a practised eye, and at the same time 
one easily satisfied ; and although he knew very well what 
was really valuable, he never, as so many persons do, made 
people who were showing him things of their own uncom- 
fortable, by requiring more than the circumstances admitted 
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of, or by mentioning anything more perfect, which he remem* 
bered baying seen elsewhere. 

When they arrived at the summer-house, they found it 
dressed out for a holiday, only, indeed, with artificial flowers 
and evergreens, but wilJi some pretly bunches of natural 
corn-ears among them, and other field and garden fruit, so as 
to do credit to the taste which had arranged them. 

"Although my husband does not like in general to have 
his birthday or christening-day kept," Charlotte said, " he 
will not object to-day to these few ornaments being expended 
on a treble festival." 

« Treble ?" cried Edward. 

" Yes, indeed," she replied. " Our friend's arrival here we 
are bound to keep as a festival ; and have you never thought, 
either of you, that this is the day on which you were both 
christened ? Are you not both named Otto ?" 

The two friends shook hands across the little table. 

*' You bring back to my mind," Edward said, «* this little 
link of our boyish affection. Ajs children, we were both 
caUed so ; but when we came to be at school together, it was^ 
the cause of much confusion, and I readily made over to him 
all my right to the pretty laconic name." 

" Wherein you were not altogether so very high-minded," 
said the Captain; **for I well remember that the name of 
Edward had then begun to please you better, from its attrac- 
tive sound when spoken by certain pretty lips." 

They were now sitting dl three round the same table where^ 
Charlotte had spoken so vehemently against their guest's 
coming to them. Edward, happy as he was, did not wish to 
remind his wife of that time ; but he could not help saying, 

" There is good room here for one more person." 

At this moment the notes of a bugle were heard across from 
the castle. Full of happy thoughts and feelings as the friends 
all were together, the sound fell in among them with a strong* 
force of answering harmony. They listened silently, each 
for the moment withdrawing into himself, and feeHng doubly 
happy in the fair circle of which he formed a part. The 
pause was first broken by Edward, who started up and walked 
out in front of the smnmer-house* 

** Our friend must not think," he said to Charlotte, ** tliat 
tills naiTow little yalley forms the whole of our domain and 
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possessions. Let us take him up to tlie top of tke hill, wlieie. 
he can see farther and breathe more freely." 

"For this once, then," answered Charlotte, "we must 
<4imb up the old foolpath, which is not too easy. By the next 
time, I hope my walks and steps will haye been earned right 

And so, among rocks, and shrubs, and bushes, they made 
their way to the summit, where they found themselves, not 
on a level flat, but on a sloping grassy terrace^ running along- 
ihd ridge of the hilL The village, with the castle behind it, 
was out of sight. At the bottom of the valley, sheets of 
water were seen spreading out right and left, with wooded 
hills rising immediately from their opposite margin, and, at 
the end of the upper water, a wall of sharp, precipitous rocks 
directly overhanging it,, their huge forms seflected in its 
level surface. In the hollow of the ravine, where a consider- 
able brook ran into the lake, lay a mill, half hidden among 
the trees, a sweetly retired spot, most beautifully surroxmded; 
and through the entire semicircle over which the view 
extended, ran an endless variety of hills and valleys, eopse 
and lorest, the eady green of which promised the near 
approach of a luxuriant clothing of foliage. In many places 
parficulajr groups of trees caught the eye; and especially a 
duster of planes and poplars daiecHj at the ^ectator's feet,, 
•dose to the edge of the centre lake. They were at their fuU 
growth, and they stood there, spreading out their boughs all 
around them, in fresh and luxuriant strength.. 

To these Edward called his friend's attention. 
. "I myself planted them," he cried, " when I was a boy. 
They were small trees which I rescued when my father was. 
laying out the new part of the great castle garden, and in the 
middle of one srammer had rooted them out. This year you 
vrill no doubt 'see them show their gratitude in a fresh set o£ 



They returned to the eastie in high spirits, and mutually 
pleased with each other* To the guest was allotted an agree-^ 
able and roomy set (^apartments in the right wing of the- 
castle ;. and h^re he rapdly got his books and papers and 
instruments in order, to go on with his usual occupation^ 
Sut Edward, fco* the flrst few days, gave himna rest. He 
look him a]^ottt eter^whi^e^ no^ on &o% now <m horsebacby 
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making .him acquainted witk the country and with -Ae estate; 
and he embraced the opportunity of imparting to him the 
-wishes which he had been long entertaining, of getting 9A 
some better acquaintance with it, and learning to manage it 
3D<»^e {»ofitably. 

"The first thing we have to do," said the Captain, **i» 
to make a magnetic survey of the property. That is a plea« 
fiant and easy matter; and if it does not admit of entire 
exactness, it will be always useful, and will do, at any rate, 
for an agreeable beginning. It can be made, too, without 
any great staff of assistants, and one can be sure of getting 
it completed. If by-and-by you come to require anything 
Baore exact, it wiU be easy then to find some ^an to have it 
made." 

The Captain was exceedingly skilful at work of this kind«. 
He had l»ought with him whatever instruments he required, 
and copimeneed immediately. Edward provided him with a 
number of foresters and peasants, who, with his instruction, 
were able to render him all necessary assistance. The weather 
was favourable. The evenings and the early mornings were 
devoted to the designing and drawing, and in a short time it 
was aH filled in and coloured. Edward saw his possessions 
grow out like a new creation upon the paper; and it seemed 
as if now for the first time he knew what they were, as if 
they now first were properly his own. 

Thus there came oeeasion to E^ak of the park, and of the 
ways of laying it out; a far better disposition of things being 
made possible after a survey of this kind, than could ba 
arrived at by experimenting on nature, on partial and acci«> 
dental impressions. 

*' We must make my wifb understand this," said Edward. 

** We must do nothing of the kind," repHed the Captain, wha 
4id not like bringing his own notions in collision with thosa 
of oth^cB. He had learnt by experience that the motives and 
purposes by which, men are influenced, are far too various to 
be made to coalesce upona single point, even on the most solid 
lepresentations* " We must not do it," he cried ; " die will 
be only confused. With her, as with all people who employ 
iheamselves on such mattera merely as amateurs^ the important 
Ihing is, rather that she shall do something, than that some-* 
lUng- shall be done, Sudi persons feel their way witk 

c2 
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nature. They have fancies for this plan or that ; they do 
not venture on removing obstacles. They are not bold enough 
to make a sacrifice. They do not know beforehand in what 
their work is to result. They try an experiment— it succeeds 
—it fails; they alter it; they alter, perhaps, what they ought 
to leave alone, and leave what they ought to alter ; and so, 
at last, there always remains but a patchwork, which pleases 
and amuses, but never satisfies." 

" Acknowledge candidly," said Edward, " that you do not 
like this new work of hers." 

" The idea is excellent," he replied; " if the execution were 
equal to it, there would be no fault to find. But she has 
tormented l;erself to find her way up that rock ; and she now 
torments every one, if you must have it, that she takes up 
after her. You cannot walk together — ^you cannot walk 
behind one another with any freedom. Every moment your 
step is interrupted one way or another. There is no end to 
the mistakes which she has made." 

*' Would it have been easy to have done it otherwise?" 
asked Edward. 

" Perfectly," replied the Captain. " She had only to break 
away a comer of the rock, which is now but an unsightly 
object, made up as it is of little pieces, and she would at once 
have a sweep for her walk and stone in abundance for the 
rough masonry work, to widen it in the bad places, and make 
it smooth. But this I tell you in strictest confidence. Her 
it would only confuse and annoy. What is done must remain 
as it is. If any more money and labour is to be spent there, 
there is abundsmce to do above the summer-house on the hill, 
which we can settle our o^vn way." 

If the two friends found in their occupation abundance of 
present employment, there was no lack either of entertaining 
reminiscences of early times, in which Charlotte took her 
part as well. They determined, moreover, that as soon as 
their immediate labours were finished, they would go to work 
upon the journal, and in this way, too, reproduce the past. 

For the rest, when Edward and Charlotte were alone, there 
were fewer matters of private interest between them than 
formerly. This was especially the case since the fault-finding 
about the grounds, which Edward thought so just, and which 
he felt to the quick. He held his tongue about what the- 
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Captain bad said for a long time ; but at last, wben be saw 
bis wife again preparing to go to work above the summer- 
house, witi^ her paths and steps, he could not contain himself 
any longer, but, after a few circumlocutions, came out with 
■bi« new views. 

Charlotte was thoroughly disturbed. She was sensible 
enough to perceive at once that they were right, but there 
was the difficulty with what was already done,— and what 
was made was made. She had liked it; even what was 
wrong had become dear to her in its details. She fought 
against her convictions; she defended her little creations; 
4Bhe railed at men who were for ever going to the broad and 
the great. They could not let a pastime, they could not let 
an amusement ^one, she said, but they must go and make 
a work out of it, never thinking of the expense which their 
larger plans involved. She was provoked, annoyed, and 
angry. Her old plans she could not give up, the new she 
would not quite throw from her ; but, divided as she was, for 
the present she put a stop to the work, and gave herself time 
to think the thing over, and let it ripen by itself. 

At the same time that she lost this source of active amuse- 
ment, the others were more and more together over their own 
business. They took to occupying themselves, moreover, 
with the flower-garden and the hot-houses ; and as they filled 
up the intervals with the ordinary gentlemen's amusements, 
bunting, riding, buying, selling, breaking horses, and such 
matters, she was every day left more and more to herself^ 
jShe devoted herself more assiduously than ever to her corrre- 
fipondence on account of the Captain ; and yet she had many 
lonely hours ; so that the information which she now received 
from the school became of more agreeable interest. 

To a long-drawn letter of the superior of the establishment, 
filled with the usual expressions of delight at her daughter's 
progress, a brief postcript was attached, with a second from 
the hand of a gentleman in employment there as an assistant, 
•both of which we here communicate. 

POSTSCEIPT OF THE SUPEEIOS. 

" Of Ottilie, I can only repeat to your ladyship what 1 
have already stated in my former letters, I do not know 
bow to find fault with her, yet I cannot say that I am satis* 
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fied. She is always tmaesuming, always ready to oUige 
"Oth^rB; but it is not pleasing to see her bo timid^ so almost 
fiervile. 

' ^ Y<jur ladyship lately sent her some money, with fleverad 
little matters for her wardrobe. The money she has ne^er 
touched, the dresses lay unworn in their place. Bhe keeps 
her things very nice and very clean; but this is all she seenw 
to care about. Again, I cannot praise her excessive abste- 
miousness in eating and drinking. There is no extravagance 
«t our table, but there is nothing that I like better than to 
fiee the children eat enough of good^ wholesome food. What 
h earefuliy provided and set before them ought to be taken ; 
and to this I never can eucceed in bringing Ottilie. She is 
always making herself some occupation or other, always 
finding something which she must do, something which the 
eervaaits have neglected, to escape the second course or the 
dessert; and now it has to be considered (which I cannot 
help connecting with all thifi) that she frequently suflfers, I 
iiave lately learnt, from pain in the left side of her head. It i& 
only at times, but it is distressing, and may be of importance^ 
fid much upon this otherwise sweet and lovely girl." 

SECOND POSTSCRIPT, BY THE ASSISTANT. 

** Our excellent superior commonly permits me to read the 
lettera in which she communicates her observations upon her 
pupils to their parents and friends. Such of them as are 
addressed to your ladyship I ever read with twofold attention 
and pleasure. We have to congratulate you upon a daugh- 
ter who unites in herself evety brilliant quality with which, 
people distinguish themselves in the world ; and I at least 
thiiJk you no less fortunate in having had bestowed upon you, 
in your '^pidaughter, a child who has been bom for the 
good and happiness of others, and assuredly also for her own. 
Ottilie is almost our only pupil about whom there is a diflfer- 
<ence of opinion between myself and our reverend superior. 
I do not complain of the very natural desire in that good lady 
to see outward and definite fruits arising from her labours. 
But there are also fruits which are not outward, which are 
of the true germinal sort, and which develop themselves 
sooner or later in a beautiful life. And this I am certain is 
"fte case with your prot^gcie. So long as she has been undrar 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



^ 



ELECTITB AFJIiriTIES. M 

my caxe, I haye wirtcfaed hex moving "with an even fttep, 
fllowly, steadily foTward^-noTer iMtek. Jks idth a child i| 
is necessaiy to begin eyerjtiiing at the l)eginiung, 80.it 19 
^vviih lier. She can comprehend nothing which does not 
follow &om what precedes it; let a thing be as simple and 
^asj as possibk, she can make nothing of it if it is not ia 
•a recognizable connection-; bat find the intermediate links^- 
Bnd make them dear to her, and tiien nothing is too difficult 
£oif her. 

** Progressing with such slow steps, she remains behind her 
companions, who,^ with capadties of quite a dxflferent kinid^ 
hurry on and on, learn everything zeadilj, connected or 
imconnected, recollect it with ease, and apply it with correct- 
ness. And again, some of the lessons here are given by 
excellent, but somewhat hasty and impatient teachers, who 
pass from result to result, cutting short the process by which 
they are arrived at ; and these are not of the slightest service 
to her; i^e learns nothing from them. There is a compladnt 
rf her handwriting. They say she will not, or cannot, under- 
fitand how to form her letters. I have examined dosely into 
this. It is true she writes slowly, stiffiy, if you like ; but the 
hand is neither timid nor writhout dmracter. The French 
language is not my department, but I have taught her some*- 
t^iing of it, in the step-by-step fashion ; and this she under* 
fitands easily. Indeed, it is singular that she knows a great 
4eal, and kaows it wdl, too ; and yet when she is asked a 
question, it seems as if she knew nothing. 
' "To conclude generally, I dioiild say ^e learns nothing 
like a person who is being educated, but she learns like one 
who is to educate—- not like a pupil, but like a future teachei^ 
Your ladyship may think it strange that I, as an educator 
and a teacher, can £nd no higher praise to give to any one 
than by a comparison with myself. I may leave it to yoi^ 
^own good sense, to your deep knowledge of the world and of 
mankind, to make the best of my most inadequate, but well* 
intended expressions. You may satisfy yourself that yoti 
have much happiness io promise yourself from this child. Z 
-commend myself to your ladyship, and I beseech you to perr 
mit me to write to you again as soon as I see reason to 
believe that I have anything important or agreeaUe to com* 
municate." 
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This letter gave Charlotte great pleasure. The cpntents of 
it coincided very closely with the notions which she had her- 
self conceived of Ottilie. At the same time, she could not 
help smiling at the 'excessive interest of the assistant, which 
seemed greater than the insight into a pupil's excellence 
usually calls forth. In her quiet, unprejudiced way of look- 
ing at things, this relation, among others, she was contented 
to permit to lie before her as a possibility : she could value 
the interest of so sensible a man in Ottilie, having learnt, 
among the lessons of her life, to see how bighly true regard 
is to be prized, in a world where indifference or dislike are 
the common natural residents. 



CHAPTER IV. 

The topographical chart of the property and its environs 
^as completed. It was executed on a considerable scale ; 
the character of the particular localities was made intelli* 
gible by various colours ; and by means of a trigonometrical 
survey, the Captain had been able to arrive at a very fair 
exactness of measurement. He had been rapid in his work. 
There was scarcely ever any one who could do with less sleep 
than this most laborious man ; and, as his day was always 
devoted to an immediate purpose, every evening something 
had been done. 

"Let us now,** he said to his friend, "go on to what 
Temains for us, to the statistics of the estate. We shall have 
a good deal of work to get through at the beginning, and 
afterwards we shall come to the farm estimates, and mudk else 
which will naturally arise out of them. Only we must have 
one thing distinctly settled and adhered to. Everything which 
is properly business we must keep carefully separate from 
life. Busmess requires earnestness and method; life must 
Imve a freer handling. Business demands the utmost strin- 
gency and sequence ; in life, inconsecutiveness is frequently 
necessary, indeed, is charming and graceful. If you are firm 
in the first, you can afford yourself more liberty in the 
second ; while if you mix them, you will find the free inter- 
fering with and breaking in upon the fixed." 
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In lihese sentiments Edward felt a slight reflection upott 
himself. Though not naturally disorderly, he could never 
bring himself to arrange his papers in their proper places. 
What he had to do in connection with others, was not kept 
■separate from what only depended on himself. Business got 
mixed up with amusement, and serious work with recreation* 
Now, however, it was easy for him, with the help of a friend, 
who would take the trouble upon Idmself; and a second '* I'' 
worked out the separation, to which the single "I'' was 
^ways imequal. 

In the Captain's wing, they contrived a depositary for what 
concerned the present, and an archive for the past. Here they 
brought all the documents, papers, and notes m>m their various 
hiding-places, rooms, drawers, and boxes, with the utmost 
speed. Harmony and order were introduced into the wilder- 
ness, and the different packets were marked and registered in 
their several pigeon-holes. They found all they wanted in 
greater completeness even than they had expected; and here 
an old clerk was found of no slight service, who for the whole 
day and part of the night never left his desk, and with whom, 
till then, Edward had been always dissatisfied. 

'' I should not know him again," he said to his friend, 
^' the man is so handy and useful." 

"That," replied ike Captain, "is because we give him 
nothing fresh to do till he has finished, at his convenience, 
-what he has already ; and so, as you perceive, he gets through 
a great deal. If you disturb him, he becomes useless at 
once." 

Spending their days together in this W'ay, in the evenings 
they never neglected their regular visits to Charlotte. If 
there was no party from the neighbourhood, as was often the 
•case, they read and talked, principally on subjects connected 
with the improvement of ^e contntion and comfort of social 
life. 

Charlotte, always accustomed to make the most of oppor- 
tunities, not only saw her husband pleased, but found perso* 
nal advantages for toself. Various domestic arrangements, 
which she had long wished to make, but which she did not 
know exactly how to set about, were managed for her through 
the contrivance of the Captain. Her domestic medicine** 
chest, hitherto but poorly furnished, Was enlarged and 
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esriclied, and Charlotte heis^ idilk lire hsip t^ good books 
and perBonal instruction, was put in tbe way of being able to 
cxercke her disposition to be of practical aasiBtance more 
frequently and more efficiency than before^ 

in providing against accidents, which, thongh common, yet 
<mly too often iind us unprepared, they thought it espeoi^y 
necessary to have at hand whatever is required for the 
recovery of drowning me&— -accidente of Hiis kind, from the 
number of canals, reservoirs, and waterworks in the neigh- 
bourhood, being of frequent occcurrence. This departmeasb 
the Captain took expressly into his own hands; and the 
observation escaped Edward, that a case of this kind had 
made a very singular epoch in the life of his fiiend. The 
latter made no reply, but seemed to be trying to escape from 
-a painful recollection. Edward immediately stopped; and 
Charlotte, who, as well as he, had a general Imowledge of the 
titory, took no notice of the expression. 

*^ These preparations are all exceedingly valuable," said the 
Captain, one evening. ^ Now, however, we have not got the 
one thing which is most essential— a sensible man wko under« 
stands how to manage it all. I know an army surgeon, whom 
X could exactly recommend for Idie place. You might get 
him at this moment, on easy terms. He is highly distins 
gULshed in his profession, and has frequently done more for 
'me^ in the treatment even of violent inward disorders, than 
^celebrated physicians. Help upon the spot, is the thing yoa 
^ten most want in the country^' 

He was written for at once; and Edward and Charlotte 
were rejoiced to have found so good and necessary an object, 
-on which to expend so much of the money which they set 
apart for such accidental demands upon them. 
. Thus Charlotte, too, found means of soaking use, £Eir her pur- 
poses, of the Captain's knowledge andpract^ skill; and she 
began to be quite reconciled to his presence, and to feel ea^ 
^bout any consequences which might ensue. She commonly 
prepared questions to aek him ; among other things, it was 
one of her anxieties to provide against whatever was jMreju- 
-dicial to health and coiofort, agamst poisops and such like. 
'The lead-glazing on the chiba, the verdigris which formed 
«bout, her copper and bronze vessels, &e., had long been a 
double to her. She got him to teU her about these, and, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



XLECTITX JLTFIiriTIES. gi 

satarany, fiief often had to fell book m the first dementB of 
lEDedieine and obemistiy . 

An accidental, but weleome eoeaaion for entertaimnent of 
idojB Had, was given by an inclination of Edward to read 
aleud. He Jiad a particularly clear, deep voice, and earlier 
in life liad earned l^mself a pleasant reputation for his feeling 
•and lively recitations of works of poetry and oratory. At 
4hi8 ^rae he -was occupied widi other sulgects, and the books 
*i?i)«h, for some time past, he had been reading, were either 
^endcal, or on «9iiie other branch of natural or technical 
^science. 

One of his especial peculiarities — ^which, by-the-by, he very 
likely shares with a number of his fellow-creatures— was, that 
he could not bear to have any one looking over him when he 
was reading. In early life, when he used to read poemoR, plays, 
-or stories, this had been the natural consequence of the de« 
^e whioh the ireader feels, like the poet, or the actor, or the 
istory^teller, to make surprises, to pause, to excite expectation; 
and this sort of effect was naturally de£»ted when a third 
person's eyes could run on before him, and see what was 
t»>ming. On such occasions, therefore, he was accustomed to 
place himself in «nch a position that uo one could get behind 
him. With a party of only three j this was unnecessary; and 
as with the present subject there was no opportunity for 
exciting ieelings or giving the imagination a surprise, he did 
not take any particular pains to protect himself. 

One evening he had placed himself carelessly, and Char- 
lotte happened by accident to east her eyes upon the page. 
His old impatience was aroused ; he turned to her, and said, 
almost unkindly, 

" I do wish, once for all, you woidd leave off doing a thing^ 
86 out of taste knd so disagreeable. When I read aloud to 
a person, is it not the same as if I was telling him something 
Iby Word of mouth ? The written, the printed word, is in the 
place of my own thoughts, of my own heart. If a window 
'were broken into my brain or into my heart, and if the man 
to whom I am counting out my thoughts, or delivering my 
jentunentS) one by one, knew already beforehand exactly what 
iras to come out of me, should I take the trouble to put them 
into wordsf When anybody looks oyer my bods, I alwaye^ 
t%d as i£ I were being torn in two." 
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Charlotte's tact, in whatever circle she might be, large 
or small, was remarkable, and she was able to set aside dis- 
/agreeable or excited expressions without appearing to notice 
them. When a conversation grew tedious, she knew how to 
interrupt it; when it halted, she could set it going. And 
this time her good gift did not forsake her. 

" I am sure you will forgive me my fault," she said, 
" when I tell you what it was this moment which came over 
me. I heard you reading something about Affinities, and I 
thought directly of some relations of mine, two of whom are 
just now occupying me a great deaL Then my attention 
went back to the book. I found it was not about living 
things at all, and I looked over to get the thread of it right 
again." 

" It was the comparison which led you wrong and confused 
you," said Edward. *' The subject is nothing but earths and 
minerals. But man is a true Narcissus; he delights to see 
his own image everywhere ; and he spreads himself imder<- 
jieath the imiverse, like the amalgam behind the glass." 

"Quite true," continued the Captain. " That is the way 
-in which he treats everything external to himself. His wis- 
dom and his folly, his will and his caprice, he attributes alike 
to the animal, the plant, the elements, and the gods." 

" Would you," said Charlotte, " if it is not taking you 
away too much £rom the immediate subject, tell me briefly 
what is meant here by Affinities ?" 

"I shall be very glad indeed," replied the Captain, to 
whom Charlotte had addressed herself. " That is, I will teil 
you as well as I can. My ideas on the subject date ten years 
back; whether the scientific world continues to think th^ 
4Bame about it, I cannot tell." 

" It is most disagreeable,'* cried Edward, " that one cannot 
now-a-days learn a thing once for all, and have done with it. 
Our forefathers could keep to what they were taught whetf 
they were young; but we have, every five years, to make 
revolutions with them, if we do not wish to drop altogether 
out of fashion." - 

** We women need not be so particular," said Charlotte ; 
" and, to speak the truth, I only want to know the meaning 
of the word. There is nothing more ridiculous in society 
thah to misuse a strange techmcal word ; and I only wish 
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yon to tell me in what sense the expression is made use of in- 
connection with these things. What its scientific application 
is, I am quite contented to leave to the learned; who, by-the- 
by, as &r as I have been able to observe, do not find it easy" 
■ to agree among themselves." 

" Whereabouts shall we begin," said Edward, after a pause,, 
to the Captain, •' to come most quickly to the point?" 

The latter, after thinking a little while, replied shortly, 

" You must let me make what will seem a wide sweep ; we 
shall be on our subject almost immediately." 

Charlotte settled her work at her side, promising the fullest 
attention. 

The Captain began : 

*' In aU natural objects with which we are acquainted, we 
observe immediately that they have a certain relation to 
themselves. It may sound ridiculous to be asserting what is 
obvious to every one ; but it is only by coming to a clear 
understanding together about what we know, that we cait 
advance to what we do not know." 

" I think," interrupted Edward, "we can make the thing 
more dear to her, and to ourselves, with examples ; conceive 
water, or oil, or quicksilver; among these you wiU see a 
certain oneness, a certain connection of their parts ; and thisk 
oneness is never lost, except throu^ force or some other 
determining cause. Let the cause cease to operate, and at 
once the parts unite again." 

"Unquestionably,-' said Charlotte, •'that is plain; rain- 
drops readily unite and form streams; and when we were 
children, it was our delight to play v^rith quicksilver, and 
wonder at the little globules splitting and parting and running- 
into one another." 

" And here," said the Captain, " let me just cursorily men-i. 
tion one remarkable thing, I mean, that the full, complete 
correlation of parts which the fluid state makes possible, 
shows itself distinctly and universally in the globular form.. 
The falling water-drop is round; you yourself spoke of the^ 
globules of quicksilver ; and a drop of melted lead let fell, if 
it has time to harden before it reaches the ground, is found 
at the bottom in the shape of a b^Jl." 

" Let me try and see," said Charlottef, " whether I can under-t^ 
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stand Inhere you are bringiDg me. As everything has a 
reference to itself^ so it must have some relation to others." 

^' And that," interrupted Edward, " will be different 
according to the natural differences of the things themselves* 
Sometimes they will meet like friends and old acquaintances; 
they will come rapidly tc^ether, and unite without either 
having to alter itself at all — as wine mixes with water.^ 
Othera, again, will remain as strangers side by. side, and no 
amount of mechanical mixing or forcing will succeed in com- 
bining them. Oil and water may be shaken up together, and. 
the next moment they are separate again, each by itself." 

"One can almost fancy," said Charlotte, "that in these, 
simple forms one sees people that one is acquainted with; 
one has met with just such things in the societies amongst 
which one has lived; and the strangest likenesses of all with. 
Iheae soulless creatures, are in. the masses in which men stand, 
divided one against the other, in their classes and professions ; 
ilie nobility and the third estate, for instance, or soldiers and. 
civilians." 

''Then again," replied Edward, ''as these are united 
together under common laws and customs, so there are inter*, 
mediate members in our chemical world, which will combine 
elements that are mutually repul^ve." 

"Oil, for instance," said the Captain, ^^we make combine 
'vith water with tbe help of alkali s " 

" Do not go on too fest with your lesson," said Charlotte. 
** Let me see that I keep step with you; Are we not here 
arrived among the affinities ?*' 

*' Exactly," replied the Captain ; " we are on the point ct, 
apprehending them in all their power and distinctness; suck 
natures as, when they come in contact, at once lay hold of 
each other, and mutually affect one another, we speak of as 
having an affinity one for the other. With the alkalis and 
acids, for instance, the affinities are strikingly marked. They 
are of opposite natures ; very likely their being of opposite 
natures is the secret of their effect on one another — ^they seek 
one another eagerly out, lay hold of each other, modify each, 
other's character, and form in connection an entirely hbw 
substance. There is lime, yen remember, which shows the 
atooDgeat incliiiatton> for allaorte <rf arida^^a diatintttdemeof 
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comHning with tiiem. Aaaoonasour chemical chest amTea^ 
we can atiow jovl a number of entertaining experiments) 
which will give you a clearer idea than words, and nameSi 
and teclmical ezpressioneu'* 

" It appears to me," said Charlotte, " that i£ you choose to 
call these strange creatures of yours related, the relationship 
is not 80 much a relationship of blood, as of soul or of spirit. 
It 18 the way in which we see all reaUy deep friendships arise 
among men; o^osite peculiarities of disposition being what 
best makes interoal union possible. But I will wait to see 
wiiat you can. really show me of these mysterious proceedings; 
aod for the present,'' she added, turning to Edward, '' I wiU 
promise not to disturb you any more in your reading. You 
liave taught me enough of what it is about to enable me to 
attend to it." 

"No, no," replied Edward, "now that you have onoa 
stirred the thing, you shall not get off so easily. It is just 
the most complicated eases which are the most interesting. 
In these you come first to see the degrees of the affinities, to 
watch them as their power of attraction is weaker or stronger, 
nearer ormoxe remote. Affinities only begin really to interest 
when they Imng about separations." 

" What !" OE^ Charlotte, '' is that miserable word, which 
imhappily we hear so often now-a-days in the world; ib that 
to be foimd in nature's lessons too ?" 

"Most certainly," answered Edward; "the title with 
which chemists were supposed to be most honourably distin* 
guifibed was, artists of separation." 

" It is not so any more," replied Charlotte ; " and it is well 
that it is not. It is a higher art, and it is a higher merit, to 
miite. An artist of imion, is what we should welcome in 
every province of the imiverse. However, as we are on the 
aahjeet agaii^ give jae an instance or two of what you 
mean." 

''We had better keep," said the Captain, "to the samo 
instances of which we have already been speaking. Thus^ 
what we call limestone is a more or less pure calcareous earth 
m combination, with a delicate add, which is familiar to us in 
the fbrm of a gas» Now,, if we place a piece of this stone in 
diluted sulphuric aoid, this will take possession of the lime, 
9nd appear with it in the &na o£ gypsum^, the gaseoua acid 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



B2 GOETHE. 

at the same time going off in vapour. Here is a ease of 
separation; a combination arises, and we believe ourselves 
now justified in applying to it the words ' Elective Affinity ;' 
it really looks as if one relation had been deliberately chosen 
in preference to another. 

' I' Forgive me," said Charlotte, " as I forgive the natural 
philosopher. I cannot see any choice in this ; I see a natural 
necessity rather, and scarcely that. After all, it is perhaps 
merely a case of opportimity. Opportunity makes relations as 
it makes thieves ; and as long as the talk is only of natural 
substances, the choice to me appears to be altogether in the 
hands of the chemist who brings the creatures together. 
Once, however, let them be brought together, and then God 
have mercy on them. In the present case, I cannot help 
being sorry for the poor acid gas, which is driven out up and 
down infinity again." 

" The acid's business," answered the Captain, " is now to 
get connected with water, and so serve as a mineral fountain 
for the refreshing of sound or disordered mankind." 

" That is very well for the gypsum to say," said Charlotte. 
*' The gypsum is all right, is a body, is provided for. The 
other poor, desolate creature may have trouble enough to go 
through before it can find a second home for itself." 

" I am much mistaken," said Edward, smiling, '* if there 
be not some little arrikre pensie behind this. Confess your 
wickedness ! You mean me by your lime ; the lime is laid 
hold of by the Captain, in the form of sulphuric acid, torn 
away from your agreeable society, and metamorphosed into a 
refractory gypsum." 

" If your conscience prompts you to make such a reflec- 
tion," replied Charlotte, " I certainly need not distress myself. 
These comparisons are pleasant and entertaining; and who is 
there that does not like playing with analogies ? But man isr 
raised very many steps above these elements ; and if he ha» 
been somewhat liberal with such fine words as Election and 
Elective Affinities, he will do well to turn back again inta 
himself, and take the opportimity of considering careftdly the 
value and meaning of such expressions. Unhappily, we 
know cases enough where a connection apparently indissoluble 
between two persons, has, by the accidental introduction! 
of a third, been utterly destroyed, and one or the other O" 
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the once happily united pair been driven out into the wil- 
derness." 

*' Then you 6e6 how much more gallant the chemists are," 
said Edward. '* They at once add a fourth, that neither may 
go away empty." 

" Quite so," replied the Captain. " And those are the 
cases which are really most important and remarkable— cases 
where this attraction, this affinity, this separating and com- 
bining, can be exhibited, the two pairs severally crossing each 
other ; where four creatures, connected previously, as two and 
two, are brought into contact, and at once forsidce their first 
combination to form into a second. In this forsaking and 
embracing, this seeking and flying, we believe that we are 
indeed observing the effects of some higher determination ; 
we attribute a sort of will and choice to such creatures, and 
feel really justified in using technical words, and speaking of 
'Elective Affinities.'" 

" Give me an instance of this,'' said Charlotte, 

" One should not spoil such things with words," replied the 
Captain. " As I said before, as soon as I can show you the 
experiment, I can make it all intelligible and pleasant for 
you. For the present, I can give you nothing but horrible 
scientific expresssions, which at the same time will give you 
no idea about the matter. You ought yourself to see these 
creatures, which seem so dead, and which are yet so full of 
inward energy and force, at work before your eyes. You 
should observe them with a real personal interest. Now they 
seek each other out, attract each other, seize, crush, devour, 
destroy each other, and then suddenly reappear again out of 
their combinations, and come forward in firesh, renovated, 
imexpected form ; thus you will comprehend how we attri- 
bute to them a sort of immortality— how we speak of them 
as having sense and understanding ; because we feel our own 
senses to be insufficient to observe them adequately, and our 
reason too weak to follow them." 

" I quite agree," said Edward, "that the strange scientific 
nomenclature, to persons who have not been reconciled to it 
by a direct acquaintance with or understanding of its object, 
must seem impleasant, even ridiculous; but we can easily, 
just for once, contrive with symbols to illustrate what we are 
speaking of." 
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*^ If you do not think it looks pedantic," answered the 
Captain, "I can put my meaning together with letters. 
Suppose an A connected so closely with a B, that all 
sorts of means, even violence, have been made use of to 
separate them, without effect. Then suppose a C in exactly 
the same position with respect to D. Bring the two pairs 
into contact ; A will fling himself on D, C on B, without 
its being possible to say which had first left its first con- 
nection, or made the first move towards the second." 

"Now then," interposed Edward, " till we see all this with 
nir eyes, we will look upon the formula as an analogy, out of 
jrbich we can devise a lesson for immediate use. You stand 
for A, Charlotte, and I dm your B ; really and truly I cling 
ti> you, I depend on you, and follow you, just as B does with 
A. C is obviously the Captain, who at present is in some 
degree withdrawing me from you. So now it is only just 
that if you are not to be left to solitude, a D should be found 
for you, and that is unquestionably the amiable little lady, 
Ottilie. You will not hesitate any longer to send and fetch 
her." 

"Good," replied Charlotte; "although the' example does 
not, in my opinion, exactly fit our case. However, we have 
been fortunate, at any rate, in to-day for once having met 
all together; and these natural or elective affinities h&ve 
served to unite us more intimately. I will tell you, that 
since this afternoon I have made up my mind to send for 
Ottilie. My faithful housekeeper, on whom I have hitherto 
depended for everything, is going to leave me shortly, to be 
married. (It was done at my own suggestion, I believe, to 
please me.) What it is which has decided me about Ottilie, 
you shall read to me. I will not look over the pages again. 
Indeed, the c(mtents of them are already known to me. Only 
read, read!" 

With these words, she produced a letter, and handed it to 
Edward. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



£X£CTiyX APPIKITIES. 65 

CHAPTER V. 

LETTEB OF THE I*JLDY SUFEHIOB. 

" YoxTB ladyship will forgive the brevity of my present 
letter. The public examinations are but just concluded, and 
I have to communicate to all the parents and guardians the 
progress which our pupils have made during tibe past year. 
To you I may well be brief, having to say much in few 
words. Your ladyship's daughter has proved herself first 
in every sense of the word. The testimonials which I inclose, 
and her own letter, in which she will detail to you the prizes 
which she has won, and the happiness which she feels in her 
success, will surely please, and I hope delight you. For 
myself, it is the less necessary that I should say much, 
because I see that there will soon be no more occasion to 
keep with us a young lady so far advanced. I send my 
respects to your ladyship, and in a short time I shall take the 
liberty of offering you my opinion as to what in future may 
be of most advantage to her. 
** My good assistant will tell you about Ottilie." 

IiETTEB OF THE ASSISTANT. 

** Our reverend superior leaves it to me to write to you of 
Ottilie, partly^ because, with her ways of thinking about it, it 
would be painful to her to say what has to be said ; partly, 
because she herself requires some excusing, which she would 
rather have done for her by me. 

'* Knowing, as I did too well, how little able the good 
Ottilie was to sh(^ out what lies in her, and what she is 
capable of, I was all aloftig afiraid of this public examination. 
I was the more \measy, as it was to be of a kind which, does 
not admit of any especial preparation ; and even if it had 
been conducted as usual, Ottilie never can be prepared to 
make a display. The result has only too entirely justified my 
anxiety. She has gained no prize ; she is not even amongst 
those whose names hiave been mentioned with approbation. 
I need not go into details. In writing, the letters of the 
other girls were not so well formed^ but their strokes were 
far more free. In arithmetic, they were all quicker than she; 

• d2 
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and in the more difficult problems, which she does the best, 
there was no examination. In French, she was outshone and 
out-talked by many ; and in history she was not ready with 
her names and dates. In geography, there was a want of 
attention to the political divisions ; and for what she could 
do in music there was neither time nor quiet enough for her 
few modest melodies to gain attention. In drawing she cer- 
tainly would have gained the prize ; her outlines were clear, 
and the execution most careful and full of spirit ; imhappily, 
she had chosen too large a subject, and it was incomplete. 

" After the pupils were dismissed, the examiners consulted 
together, and we teachers were partially admitted into the 
council. I very soon observed that of Ottilie either nothing 
would be said at all, or if her name was mentioned, it would 
be with indifference, if not absolute disapproval. I hoped to 
obtain some favour for her by a candid description of what 
she was, and I ventured it with the greater earnestness, 
partly because I was only speaking my real convictions, and 
partly because I remembered in my own younger years 
finding myself in the same unfortunate case. I was listened 
to witi^ attention, but as soon as I had ended^ the presiding 
examiner said to me very kindly but laconically, * We presume 
capabilities : they are to be converted into accomplishments. 
This is the aim of all education. It is what is distinctly 
intended by all who have the care of children, and silently 
and indistinctly by the children themselves. This also is the 
object of examinations, where teachers and pupils are alike 
standing their trial. From what we learn of you, we may 
entertain good hopes of the young lady, and it is to your own 
credit also that you have paid so much attention to your 
pupil's capabilities. If in the coming year you can develop 
these into accomplishments, neither yourself nor yom* pupil 
shall fail to receive your due praise.' 

" I had made up my mind to what must follow upon all 
this ; but there was something worse that I had not anti- 
cipated, which had soon to be added to it. Our good Supe- 
rior, who like a trusty shepherdess could not bear to have one 
of her flock lost, or, as was the case here, to see it undis- 
tinguished, after the examiners were gone could not contain, 
her displeasure, and said to Ottilie, who was standing quite 
quietly by the window, while the others were exulting over 
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i]ieir prizes. 'TeQ me, for heaven's sake, how can a person 
look so stupid if she is not so ?' Ottilie replied, quite calmly, 
' Forgive me, my dear mother, I have my headache again 
to-day, and it is very painful/ Kind and sympathizing as 
she generally is, the Superior this time answered, *' No one 
can beheve that,' and turned angrily away. 

" Now it is true, — no one can believe it,—- for Ottilie never 
alters the expression of her countenance. I have never even 
seen her move her hand to her head when she has been 
asleep. 

^' Nor was this all. Your ladyship's daughter, who is at 
all times sufficiently lively and impetuous, after her triumph 
to-day was overflowing with the violence of her spirits. She 
ran from room to room with her prizes and testimonials, and 
shook them in Ottilie's face. ' You have come badly off this 
morning,' she cried. Ottilie replied in her calm, quiet way, 
* This is not the last day of trial.'—' But you will always 
remain the last,' cried the other, and ran away. 

^'No one except myself saw that Ottilie was disturbed. 
She has a way when she experiences any sharp unpleasant 
emotion which she wishes to resist, of showing it in the 
unequal colour of her face; the left cheek becomes for a 
moment flushed, while the right turns pale. I perceived this 
symptom, and I could not prevent myself from saying some- 
thing. I took our Superior aside, and spoke seriously to her 
about it. The excellent lady acknowledged that she had 
been wrong. We considered the whole a&dr ; we talked it 
over at great length together, and not to weary your ladyship, 
I will tell you at once the desire with which we concluded, 
namely, that you will for a while have Ottilie with yourself. 
Our reasons you will yourself readily perceive. If you 
consent, I will say more to you on the manner in which I 
think sha should be treated. The young lady your daughter 
we may expect will soon leave us, and we shall then with 
pleasure welcome Ottilie back to us. 

" One thing more, which another time I might forget to 
mention: I have never seen Ottilie eager for anything, or at 
least ask pressingly for anything. But there have been 
occasions, however rare, when on the other hand she has 
wished to decline things which have been pressed upon, her, 
and she does it with a gesture which to those who have caught 
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its meamng is irresistible. She raises her hands, presses the 
pahns together, and draws them against her breast, leaning 
her body a little forward at the same time, and turns such a 
look upon the person who is urgmg her, that he will be glad 
enough to cease to ask or wish for anything of her. K your 
ladyship ever sees this attitude, as with your treatment of her 
it is not likely that you will, think of me, and spare Ottilie." 

Edward read these letters aloud, not without smiles and 
shakes of the head. Naturally, too, there were observations 
made on the persons and on the position of the affair. 

"Enough!" Edward cried at last, "it is decided. She 
comes. You, my love, are provided for, and now we can get 
forward with our work. It is becoming highly necessary 
for me to move over to the right wing to the Captain ; even- 
ings and mornings are the time for us best to work together, 
and then you, on your side, will have admirable room for 
yourself and Ottilie." 

Charlotte made no objection, and Edward sketched out the 
method in which they should live. Among other things, he 
cried, " It is really very polite in this niece to be subject to 
a slight pain on the left side of her head. I have it frequently 
on ^e right. If we happen to be afflicted together, and sit 
opposite one another, — I leaning on my right elbow, and she 
on her left, and our heads on the opposite sides, resting on 
our hands, — ^whiat a pretty pair of pictures we shall make." 

The Captain thought that might be dangerous. "No, 
no !" cried out Edward. " Only do you, my dear friend, 
take care of the D, for what will become of B, if poor C is 
taken away from it?" 

" That, I should have thought, would have been evident 
enough," replied Charlotte. 

"And it is, indeed," cried Edward ; " he would turn back 
to his A, to his Alpha and Omega ;" and he sprung up and 
taking Charlotte in his arms, pressed her to his breast. 
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CHAPTER VL 

The carriage which brought Ottilie droTC up to the door. 
Charlotte went out to receiye her. The dear girl ran. to ; 
meet her, threw herself at her feet, and embraced her knees. 

" Why such humility ?" said Charlotte, a little embarrassed, 
and endeavouring to raise her from the groimd. 

<' It is not meant for humility," Ottilie answered, without 
moving from the position in which she had placed herself ; 
^ I am only thinking of the time when I could not reach 
higher than to your knees, and when I had just learnt to 
know how you loved me." 

She stood up, and Charlotte embraced her warmly. She 
was introduced to the gentlemen, and was at once treated with 
especial courtesy as a visitor. Beauty is a welcome guest 
everywhere. She appeared attentive to the conversation, 
without taking a part in it. 

The next morning Edward said to Charlotte, '' What an 
agreeable, entertaining girl she is !" 

" Entertaining 1" answered Charlotte, with a smile ; " why, 
she has not opened her lips yet !'* 

'' Indeed !" said Edward, as he seemed to bethink him- 
self; "that is very strange." 

Charlotte had to give the new-comer but a very few hints 
on the management of the household. Ottilie saw rapidly 
all the arrangements, and what was more, she felt them. She 
comprehended easily what was to be provided for the whole 
party, and what for each particular member of it. Every- 
thing was done with the utmost punctuality; she knew 
how to direct, without appearing to be giving orders, and 
when any one had left anything undone, she at once set it 
right herself. 

As soon as she had found how much time she would have 
to spare, she begged Charlotte to divide her hours for her, and 
to these she adhered exactly. She worked at what was set 
before her in the way which the Assistant had described 
io Charlotte. They let her alone. It was but seldom that 
Charlotte interfered. Sometimes she changed her pens for 
others which had been writteur with, to teach her to make 
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bolder strokes in her handwiiting, but these, she found, would 
be soon cut sharp and fine again. 

The ladies had agreed with one another when they were 
alone to speak nothing but French, and Charlotte persisted in 
it the more, as she foiind Ottilie more ready to talk in a 
foreign language, when she was told it was her duty to 
exercise herself in it. In this way she often said more than 
she seemed to intend. Charlotte was particularly pleased 
with a description, most complete, but at the same time most 
charming and amiable, which she gave her one day, by 
accident, of the school. She soon felt her to be a delightful 
companion, and before long she hoped to find in her au 
attached friend. 

At the same time she looked over again the more early 
accounts which had been sent her of Ottilie, to refresh her 
recollection with the opinion which the Superior and the 
Assistant had formed about her, and compare them with her 
in her own person. For Charlotte was of opinion that we 
cannot too quickly become acquainted with the character 
of those with whom we have to live, that we may know what 
to expect of them ; where we may hope to do anything in 
the way of improvement with them, and what we must 
make up our minds, once for all, to tolerate and let alone. 

This examination led her to nothing new, indeed; but 
much which she already knew became of greiater meaning 
and importance. Ottilie's moderation in eating and drinking, 
for instance, became a real distress to her. 

The next thing on which the ladies were employed was 
Ottilie's toilet. Charlotte wished her to appear in clothes of 
a richer and more recherche sort, and at once the clever active 
girl herself cut out the stuff which had been previously sent to 
her, and with a very little assistance from others was able, in 
a short time, to dress herself out most tastefully. The new 
fashionable dresses set off her figure. An agreeable person, 
it is true, will show through all disguises; but we always 
fancy it looks fresher and more graceful when its peculiari- 
ties appear under some new drapery. And thus, from the 
moment of her first appearance, she became more and more 
a delight to the eyes of all who beheld her. As the emerald 
refreshes the sight with its beautiful hues, and exerts it is 
said, a beneficent influence on that noble sense, so does 
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human beauty work with far hirger potency on the outward 
and on the inward sense; whoever looks upon it is charmed 
against the breath of evil, and feels in harmony with himself 
and with the world. 

In many ways, therefore, the party had gained by Ottilie's 
arrival. The Captain and Edward kept regularly to the 
hours, even to the minutes, for their general meeting 
together. They never kept the others waiting for them, 
eidier for dinner or tea, or for their walks ; and they were 
in less haste, especially in the evenings, to leave the table. 
This did not escape Chaiiotte's observation; she watched 
them both, to see whether one more than the other was 
the occasion of it. But she could not perceive any differ- 
ence. They had both become more companionable. In 
their conversation they seemed to consider what was best 
adapted to interest Ottilie ; what was most on a level with 
her capacities and her general knowledge. If she left the 
room when they were reading or telling stories, they would 
wait till she returned. They had grown softer and altc^ther 
more united. 

In return for this, Ottilie's anxiety to be of use increased 
every day ; the more she came to understand the house, its 
inmates, and their circumstances, the more eagerly she 
entered into everything, caught every look and every motion; 
half a word, a sound, was enough for her. With her calm 
attentiveness, and her easy, unexcited activity, she was 
always the same. Sitting, rising up, going, coming, fetching, 
carrying, returning to her place again, it was all in the most 
perfect repose; a constant change, a constant agreeable move- 
ment; while, at the same time, she went about so lightly 
that her step was almost inaudible. 

This cheerful obligingness in Ottilie gave Charlotte the 
greatest pleasure. There was one thing, however, which she 
did not exactly like, of which she had to speak to her. " It 
is very polite in you," she said one day to her, "when 
people let anything Ml, from their hand, to be so quick in 
stooping and picking it up for them ; at the same time, it is 
a sort of confession that they have a right to require such 
attention, and in the world we are expected to be care- 
ful to whom we pay it. Towards women, I will not pre- 
scribe-any rule as to how you should conduct yourself. You 



_ Digitized by VjOOQIC 



42 GOETHE. 

are young. To those above you, and oMer than you, ser* 
vices of this sort are a duty; towards your equals they 
are polite ; to those younger than yourself and your inferiors 
you may show yourself kind and good-natured by such 
things,— only it is not becoming in a young lady to do them 
for men." 

« I will try to forget the habit," replied Ottilie ; " I think, 
however, you will in the mean time forgive me for my want 
of manners, when I tell you how I came by it. We were 
taught history at school; I have not gained as much out of it 
as I ought, for I never knew what use I was to make of it ; a 
few little things, however, made a deep impression upon me, 
among which was the following :^When Charles the First of 
England was standing before his so-called judges, the gold 
top came off the stick which he had in his hand, and fell 
down. Accustomed as he had been on such occasions to 
have everything done for him, he seemed to look round and 
expect that this time too some one would do him this little 
service. No one stirred, and he stooped down for it himself. 
It struck me as so piteous, that from that moment I have 
never been able to see any one let a thing Ml, without myself 
picking it up. But, of course, as it is not always proper, aud 
as I cannot," she continued, smiling, *' tell my story every 
time I do it, in future I will try and contain myself." 

In the mean time the fine arrangements which the two 
friends had been led to make for themselves, went uninter- 
ruptedly forward. Every day they found something new to 
think about and imdertake. 

One day as they were walking together through the vil- 
h^e, they had to remark with dissatisfiiction how far behind- 
hand it was in order and cleanliness, compared to villages 
where the inhabitants were compelled by the expense of 
building-groimd to be careful about such things. 

" You remember a wish we once expressed when we were 
travelling in Switzerland together," said the Captain, *' that 
we might have the laying out some country park, and how 
beautiful we would make it by introducing into some village 
situated like this, not the Swiss style of building, but the 
Swiss order and neatness which so much improve it." 

"And how well it would answer here 1 The hill on which 
the castle stands, slopes down to that projecting angle. The 
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yilliage, yoa see, is built in a semicircle, regukrlj enon^, 
just opposite to it. The brook runs between. It is liable ta 
floods; and do observe the way the people set about pro- 
tecting themselves from them; one widi stones, another with 
stakes; the next puts up a boarding, and a fourth tries beams 
and planks; no one, of course, doing any good to another 
with his arrangement, but only hurtii^ hunself and the rest 
too. And then there is the road going along just in the 
dmnsiest way possible, — up hill and down, through the 
water, and over the stones. If the people would only lay 
their hands to the business tc^ther, it would cost them 
nothing Imt a little labour to run a semicircular wall along 
here, take the road in behind it, nosing it to the level of the 
houses, and so give themselves a fiur open space in front, 
making the whole place clean, and getting rid, once for all, in 
one good general work, of all their little trMing ineffectual 
makeshifts." 

'^ Let us try it,'' said the Captain, as he ran his eyes over 
the lay of the ground, and saw quickly what was to be 
done. 

'' I can undertake nothing in company with peasants and 
shopkeepers," replied Edward, "unless I may have unre- 
stricted authority over them." 

" You are not so wrong in that," retmmed the Captain ; 
**I have experienced too much trouble myself in life in 
matters of that kind. How difficult it is to prevail on a man 
to venture boldly on making a sacrifice for an after-advan- 
tage! How hard to get him to desire an end, and not 
hesitate at the means ! So many people confuse means with 
ends; they keep hanging over the first, without having the 
other before their eyes. Every evil is to be cured at the 
place where it comes to the sur&ce, and they will not trouble 
themselves to look for the cause which produces it, or the 
remote effect which results from it. This is why it is so 
difficult to get advice listened to, especially among die many t 
they can see clearly enough from day to day, but their scope 
seldom reaches beyond the morrow; and if it comes to a 
point where with some general arrangement one person 
will gain while another will lose, there is no prevailing on 
them to strike a balance. Works of public advantage can 
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only be carried tlirough by an uncontrolled absolute autho- 
rity." 

WTiile they were standing and talking, a man came up 
and begged of them. He looked more impudent than really 
in want, and Edward, who was annoyed at being inter- 
rupted, after two or three fruitless attempts to get rid of 
him by a gentler refusal, spoke sharply to him. The fellow 
began to grumble and mutter abusively ; he went off with 
short steps, talking about the right of beggars. It was 
all very well to refuse them an alms, but that was no reason 
why they should be insulted. A beggar, and everybody else 
too, was as much under God's protection as a lord. It put 
Edward out of all patience. 

The Captain, to pacify him, said, " Let us make use of 
this as an occasion for extending our rural police arrange- 
ments to such cases. ' We are bound to give away money, 
but we do better in not giving it in person, especially at 
home. We should be moderate and uniform in eveiything, 
in our charities as in all else ; too great liberality attracts 
beggars instead of helping them on their way. At the same 
time there is no harm when one is on a journey, or passing 
through a strange place, in appearing to a poor man in the 
street in the form of a chance deity of fortune, and making 
him some present which shall surprise him. The position 
of the village and of the castle makes it easy for us to put 
our charities here on a proper footing. I have thought about 
it before. The public-house is at one end of the village, a 
respectable old couple live at the other. At each of these 
places deposit a small sum of money, and let every beggar, 
not as he comes in, but as he goes out, receive something. 
Both houses lie on the roads which lead to the castle, so 
that^tmy one who goes there can be referred to one or the 
other. 

" Come,^' said Edward, " we will settle that on the spot. 
The exact sum can be made up another time." 

They went to the innkeeper, and to the old couple, and the 
thing was done. 

" I know very well," Edward said, as they were walking up 
the hill to the castle together, " that everything in this world 
depends on distinctness of idea and firmness of purpose. 
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Your judgment of \rliat my wife has been doing in the park 
was entirely right ; and you have ab^ady given me a hint 
how it might be improved. I will not deny that I told her 
of it." 

"So I have been led to suspect," replied the Captain; 
•* and I could not approve of your having done so. You have 
perplexed her. She has left off doing anything ; and on this, 
one subject she is vexed with us. She avoids speaking of 
it. She has never since invited us to go with her to the 
summer-house, although at odd hours she goes up there with 
Ottilie." 

" We must not allow ourselves to be deterred by that,'* 
answered Edward. " If I am once convinced about anything 
good, which could and should be done, I can never rest till I 
see it done. We are clever enough at other times in intro- 
ducing what we want, into the general conversation; suppose 
we have out some descriptions of English parks, with copper- 
plates, for our evening's amusement. Then we can follow 
with your plan. We will treat it first problematically, and 
as if we were only in jest. There will be no difficulty iu 
passing into earnest." 

The scheme was concerted, and the books were opened. 
In each group of designs they first saw a ground-plan of the 
spot, with the general character of the landscape, drawn in 
its rude, natural state. Then followed others, showing the 
changes which had been produced by art, to employ and set 
off the natural advantages of the locality. From these to 
their own property and their own grounds, the transition was 
easy. 

Everybody was pleased. The chart which the Captain had 
sketched^ was brought and spread out. The only difficulty 
was, that they coidd not entirely fi:ee themselves of ike 
plan in which Charlotte had begun. However, an easier 
way up the hill was found ; a lodge was suggested to be built 
on the height at the edge of the cliff, which was to have 
an especial reference to the castle. It was to form a con- 
spicuous object fi:om the castle windows, and fi*om it the 
spectator was to be able to overlook both the castle and the 
garden. 

The Captain had thought it all carefully over, and taken his- 
and now he brought up again the village 
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road and the wall by the brook, and the ground Trhieh was 
to be raised behind it. 

"Here yon see," said he, *' while I make this charming 
walk up the height, I gain exactly the quantity of stone 
which I require for that wall. Let one piece of work help 
the other, and both will be carried out most satisfactorily and 
most rapidly." 

" But now," said Charlotte, " comes my side of the business, 
A certain definite outlay of money will have to be made. 
We ought to know how much will be wanted for such a pur- 
pose, and then we can apportion it out — ^so much work, and 
«o much money, if not by weeks, at least by months. The 
cash-box is imder my charge. I pay the bills, and I keep 
the accounts." 

" You do not appear to have overmuch confidence in us," 
said Edward. 

" I have not much in arbitrary matters," Charlotte an« 
swered. " Where it is a case of inclination, we women 
know better how to control ourselves than you." 

It was settled ; the dispositions were made, and the work 
was begim at once. 

The Captain being always on the spot, Charlotte was almost 
daily a witness to tiie strength and clearness of his under- 
standing. He, too, learnt to know her better ; and it became 
easy for them both to work together, and thus bring dome- 
thing to completeness. It is with work as with dancing ; 
persons who keep the same step must grow indispensable to 
one another. Out of this a mutual kindly feeling will neces- 
sarily arise ; and that Charlotte had a real kind feeling 
towards the Captain, after she came to know him better, was 
sufficiently proved by her allowing him to destroy her pretty 
seat, which in her first plans she had taken such pains in 
ornamenting, because it was in the way of his own, without 
experiencing the slightest feeling about the matter. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Now that Charlotte was occupied with the Captain, it was 
a natural conseqaence that Edward should attach himself* 
more to Ottilie. Independently of this, indeed, for some time 
past he had begun to feel a silent kind of attraction towarda 
her. Obliging and attentive she was to every one, bat his 
self-love whispered that towards him she was particularly so. 
She had observed his little fancies about his food. She knew 
exactly what things he liked, and the way in which he liked 
them to be prepared ; the quantity of sugar which he liked 
in his tea; and so on. Moreover, she was particularly 
careful to prevent draughts, about which he was excessively 
sensitive, and, indeed, about which, with his wife, who could 
neTer have air enough, he was often at variance. So, 
too, she had come to know about fruit-gardens and flower- 
gardens^ whatever he liked, it was her constant effort to 
procure for him, and to keep away whatever annoyed him ; 
so that very soon she grew indispensable to him— she be- 
came like his guardian angel, and he felt it keenly when- 
ever she was absent. Besides all this, too, she appeared to 
grow more open and conversible as soon as they were alone 
together. 

Edward, as he advanced in life, had retained something 
childish about himself, which corresponded singularly well 
with the youthfulness of Ottilie. They liked talking of early 
times, when they had first seen each other ; and these remi- 
mscences led them up to the first epoch of Edward's affection 
for Charlotte. Ottilie declared that she remembered them both 
as the handsomest pair about the court ; and when Edward 
would question the possibility of this, when she must have 
been so exceedingly young, she insisted that she recollected 
one particular incident as clearly as possible. He had come 
into the room where her aimt was, and she had hid her face 
in Charlotte's lap— not from fear, but from a childish surprise. 
She might have added, because he had made so strong an im- 
pression upon her — ^because she had liked him so much. 

While they were occupied in this way, much of the 
business which the two friends had undertaken together had 
come to a standstill; so that they found it necessary to 
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inspect how things were going on — ^to work up a few designs 
and get letters written. For this purpose, they betook them- 
selves to their office, where they found their old copyist at 
his desk. They set themselves to their work, and soon gave 
the old man enough to do, without observing that they were 
laying many things on his shoulders which at other times 
they had always done for themselves. At the same time, 
the first design the Captain tried would not answer, and 
Edward was as unsuccessful with his first letter. They fretted 
for a while, planning and erasing, till at last Edward, who 
was getting on the worst, asked what o'clock it was. And 
then it appeared that the Captain had forgotten, for the first 
time for many years, to. wind up his chronometer ; and they 
seemed, if not to feel, at least to have a dim perception, that 
time was beginning to be indifferent to them. 

In the meanwhile, as the gentlemen were thus rather slacken- 
ing in their energy, the activity of the ladies increased all the 
more. The every-day life of a femily, which is composed of 
given persons, and is shaped out of necessary circumstances, 
may easily receive into itself an extraordinary affection, an 
incipient passion — ^may receive it into itself as into a vessel ; 
and a long time may elapse before the new ingredient produce* 
a visible effervescence, and runs foaming over the edge. 

With our friends, the feelings which were mutually arising 
had the most agreeable effects. Their dispositions opened 
out, and a general goodwill arose out of the several individual 
affections. Every member of the party was happy ; and they 
each shared their happiness with the rest. 

Such a temper elevates the spirit, while it enlarges the 
heart, and everything which, under the influence of it, peqple 
do and undertake, has a tendency towards tho illimitable. 
The firiends could not remain any more shut up at home ; 
their walks extended themselves further and further. Edward 
would hurry on before with Ottilie, to choose the path or 
pioneer the way ; and the Captain and Charlotte would follow 
quietly on the track of their more hasty precursors, talking 
on some grave subject, or delighting themselves with some 
spot they had newly discovered, or some unexpected natural 
beauty. 

One day their walk led them down from the gate at the 
right wing of the castle, in the direction of the hotel, and 
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^ence over the bridge towards the ponds, along the sides of 

"which they proceeded as far as it was generally thought 

possible to follow the water; thickly wooded hiUs sloping 

directly up from the edge, and beyond these a wall of steep 

locks, making further progress difficult, if not impossible. 

But Edward, whose hunting experience had made him 

thoroughly familiar with the spot, pushed forward along an 

ovei^grown path with Ottilie, knowing well that the old mill 

could not be far off, which was somewhere in the middle of 

the rocks there. The path was so little frequented, that they 

soon lost it ; and for a short time they were wandering among 

mossy stones and thickets ; it was not for loiig, however, the 

noise of the water-wheel speedily telling them that the place 

which they were looking for was close at hand. Stepping 

foi-ward on a point of rock, they saw the strange old, dark 

wooden building in the hollow before them, quite shadowed 

over with precipitous crags and huge trees. They determined 

directly to climb down amidst the moss and the blocks of 

stone. Edward led the way ;. and when he looked back and 

saw Ottilie following, stepping lightly, without fear or ner-. 

vousness, from stone to stone, so beautifully balancing herself, 

he fancied he was looking at some celestial creature floating^ 

above him ; while if, as she often did, she caught the hand 

which in some difficult spot he would offer her, or if she 

supported herself on his shoulder, then he was left in no 

doubt that it was a very, exquisite human creature who 

touched him. He almost wished that she might slip or 

stumble, that he might catch her in his arms and press her 

to his heart. This, however, he would under no circumstance* 

have done, for more than one reason. He was afraid to 

wound her, and he was afraid to do her some bqdily injury. 

What the meaning of this could be, we shall immediately 
learn. When they had got down, and were seated opposite 
each other at a table under the trees, and when the miUer's 
wife had gone for milk, and the miller, who had come out to 
them, was sent to meet Charlotte and the Captain, Edward, 
with a little embarrassment, began to speak : 

" I have a request to make, dear Ottilie ; you will forgive 
me for asking it, if you will not grant it. You make no 
secret (I am sure you need not make any), that you wear a 
miniature under your dress against your breast. It is th& 

£ 
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picture of your noble father. You could liardlj have knowxK 
Mm; but in every sense be deserves a place by your heart. 
Only, forgive me, the picture is exceedingly large, and the 
metal frame and the glass, if you take up a child in your 
arms, if you are carrying anything, if the carriage swiogs 
violently, if we are pushing through bushes, or just now, as, 
we were coming down these rocks, — cause me a thousand 
anxieties for you. Any imforeseen blow, a fall, a touch,, 
may be fatally injurious to you ; and I am terrified at the^ 
possibility of it. For my sake do this : put away the picture^ 
not out of your affections, not out of your room ; let it have 
the brightest, the holiest place which you can give it ; only do 
not wear upon your breast a thing, the presence of which seems 
to me, perhaps from an extravagant anxiety, so dangerous." 

Ottilie said nothing, and while he was speaking she kept 
her eyes fixed straight before her; then, without hesitation 
and without haste, with a look turned more towards heaven 
than on Edward, she unclasped the chain, drew out the 
picture, and pressed it against her forehead, and then reached 
it over to her friend, with the words: 

" Do you keep it for me till we come home ; I cannot give 
yon a better proof how deeply I thank you for your affec- 
tionate care." 

He did not venture to press the picture to his lips ; but he* 
caught her hand and raised it to his eyes. They were, per- 
haps, two of the most beautiful hands which had ever been 
clasped together. He felt as if a stone had fallen from hi» 
heart, as if a partition-wall had been thrown down betweent 
him and Ottilie. 

< Under the miller's guidance, Charlotte and the Captain 
came down by an easier path, and now joined them. Ther^ 
was the meeting, and a happy talk, and then they took some 
refreshments. They would not return by the same way as 
they came ; and Edward struck into a rocky path on the other 
side of the stream, from which the ponds were again to be 
^een. They made their way along it, with some effort, and . 
then had to cross a variety of wood and copse — ^gettin^ 
glimpses,'. on the land side, of a number of villages and 
manor-houses, with their green lawns and fruit-gardens; 
while very near them, and sweetly situated on a rising 
ground, a &rm lay in the middle of the wood From « 
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gentle ascent, they had a yiew, before and behind, which 
showed them the richness of the country to the greatest 
advantage; and then, entering a grove of trees, they found 
themselves, on again emerging from it, on the rock opposite 
the castle. 

They came upon it rather unexpectedly, and were of course 
delighted. They had made the circuit of a little world ; they 
were standing on the spot where the new building was to be 
erected, and were looking again at the windows of their own 
home. 

They went down to the summer-house, and sat all four in 
it for tile £rst time together ; nothing was more natural than 
that with one voice it should be proposed to have the way 
they had been that day, and which, as it was, had taken them 
much time and trouble, properly laid out anjj gravelled, so 
that people might loiter along it at their leisure. They each 
said what they thought; and they reckoned up that the 
circuit, over which they had taken many hours, might be 
travelled easily with a good road all the way round to thef 
castle, in a single one. 

Already a plan was being suggested for making the dis- 
tance shorter, and adding a fresh beauty to the lan^cape, by 
throwing a bridge across the stream, below the mill, where it 
ran into the lake ; when Charlotte brought th^ir inventive 
imagination somewhat to a stand-still, by putting them in mind 
of the expense which such 'an undertaking would involve. 

" There are ways of meeting that too," replied Edward ; 
" we have only to dispose of that farm in the forest which is 
so pleasantly situated, and which brings in so little in the way 
of rent: the sum which will be set free will more than cover 
what we shall require, and thus, having gained an invaluable 
walk, we shall receive the interest of well-expended capital' in 
Substantial enjoyment — instead of, as now, in the summing 
up at the end of the year, vexing and fretting ourselves over 
the pitiful little income which is returned for it." 

Even Charlotte, with all her prudence, had little to urge 
against this. There had been, indeed, a previous intention of 
selling the farm. The Captain was ready immediately with a 
plan for breaking up the ground into small portions among 
the peasantry of the forest. Edward, however, had a simpler 
ond shorter way of managing it. His present ^f^ward bad 

£ 2 
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already proposed to take it off his hands — ^he was to pay for 
it by instalments — and so, gradually, as the money came in, 
they would get their work forward from point to point. 

So reasonable and prudent a scheme was sure of universal 
approbation, and already, in prospect, they began to see their 
new walk winding along its way, and to imagine the many 
beautiful views and charming spots which they hoped to dis-* 
cover in its neighbourhood. 

To bring it all before themselves with greater fulness of 
detail, in 8ie evening they produced the new chart. With 
the help of this they went over again the way that they had 
come, and found various places where the walk might teke a 
rather different direction with advantage. Their other scheme 
was now once more talked through, and connected with the 
fresh design. The site for the new house in the park, opposite 
the castle, was a second time examined into and approved, 
and fixed upon for the termination of the intended circuit. 

Ottilie had said nothing all this time. At length Edward 
pushed the chart, which had hitherto been lying before Char- 
lotte, across to her, begging her to give her opinion ; she still 
hesitated for a moment. Edward in his gentlest way again 
pressed her tp let them know what she thought — ^notlung had 
as yet been settled — it was all as yet in embryo. 

** I would have the house built here," she said, as she 
pointed with her finger to the highest point of the slope on the 
till. " It is true you cannot see the castle from thence, for it 
is hidden by the wood ; but for that very reason you find your- 
self in another quite new world ; you lose village and houses 
and all at the same time. The view of the ponds with the 
mill, and the hiUs and mountains in the distance, is singularly 
beautiful— I have often observed it when I have been there." 

*' She is right," Edward cried ; *' how could we iave 
overlooked it. This is what you mean, Ottilie, is it not ?" 
He took a lead pencil, and drew a great black rectangular 
figure on the summit of the hill. 

It went through the Captain's soul to see his carefully and 
clearly-drawn chart disfigured in such a way. He collected 
hunself, however, after a slight expression of his disapproval, 
and went into the idea. ** Ottilie is right," he said ; " we 
are ready enough to walk any distance to drink tea or eat fish, 
because they would not have tasted as well at home — we re- 
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quire change of scene and change of objects. Tour ancestors 
showed their judgment in the spot which they chose for tiie 
castle; for it is sheltered from the wind, with the conye« 
niences of life close at hand. A place, on ihe contrary, which 
is more for pleasure parties than for a regular residence, may 
be very weU yonder there, and in the fair time of year the 
most agreeable hours may be spent there." 

The more they talked it over, the more condusive was their 
judgment in fayour of Ottilie ; and Edward could not conceal 
his triumph that the thought had been hers* He was as proud 
as if he had hit upon it himself. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Eablt the following morning the Captain examined the 
spot : be first threw off a sketch of what should be done, and 
afterwards, when the thing had been more completely decided 
on, he made a complete design, with accurate calculations and 
measurements. It cost him a good deal of labour, and the 
business connected with the sale of the farm had to be gone 
into, so that both the gentlemen now found a fresh impulse 
to actiyity. 

The Captain made Edward observe that it would be proper^ 
indeed that it would be a kind of duty, to celebrate Charlotte*8 
birthday with laying the foundation-stone. Not much waa 
wanted to overcome Edward's disiaclination for such festivi^ 
ties — ^for he. quickly recollected that a little later Ottilie's 
birthday would follow, and that he could have a magnificent 
celebration for that. 

Charlotte, to whom all this work and what it would involve 
was a subject for much serious and almost anxious thought^ 
busied herself in carefully going through the time and outlay 
which it was calculated would be expended on it. During 
the day they rarely saw each other, so that the evening meet- 
ing was looked forward to with all the more anxiety. 

Ottilie meantime was complete mistress of the household 
•—and how could it be otherwise, with her quick methodical 
ways of working ? Indeed, her whole mode of thought was 
suited better to home life than to the world, and to a more 
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free existence. Edward soon observed that ste only walked 
about with them out of a desire to please ; that when she 
stayed out late with them in the evenmg it was because she , 
thought it a sort of social duty, and that she would often find 
a pretext in sonie household matter for going in again-^con- 
sequently he soon managed so to arrange the walks which they 
took together, that they should be at home before sunset; 
^d he began again, what he had long left off, to read aloud 
poetry — particukrly such as had for its subject the expression, 
of a pure but passionate love. 

They ordinarily sat in the ev^iing in the game places round 
a small table — Charlotte on the sofa, Ottilie on a chair oppo- 
site to her, and the gentlemen on each side. Ottilie's place was 
on Edward's right, the side where he put the candle when he 
was reading — at such times she would draw her chair a little 
nearer to look oyer him, for Ottilie also trusted her own eyes 
better than another person's lips, and Edward woiild then 
always make a move towards her, that it might be as easy as 
possible for her — ^indeed he would frequently make longer 
stops than necessary, that he might not turn oyer before she 
had got to the bottom of the page. 

Charlotte and the Captain observed this, and exchanged 
many a quiet smile at it ; but they were both taken by sur- 
prise at another symptom, in \fhich Ottilie's latent feeling 
accidentally displayed itself. 

One evening, which had been partly spoilt for them by a 
tedious visit, Edward proposed that they should not separate 
so early— he felt inclined for music— he would take his flute, 
which he had not done for many days past. Charlotte looked 
for the sonatas which they generally played together, and they 
were not to be found. Ottilie, with some hesitation, said that 
they were in her room— she had taken them there to copy . 
them. ~* 

" And you can, you will, accompany me on the piano ?'* 
cried Edward, his eyes sparkling with pleasure. " I think 
perhaps I can," Ottiue answered. She brought the music and 
eate down to the instrument. The others listened, a^d were 
suflBLciently surprised to hear how perfectly Ottilie had taught 
herself the piece — ^but far more surprised were they at the 
way in which she contrived to adopt herself to Edward's style 
of playing. Adapt herself, is not the right expression— Char- 
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lotte*s skill and power enabled her, in order to please het 
husband, to keep tip with him when he went too fast, and 
hold in for him if he hesitated ; but Ottilie, who had several 
times heard them play the sonata together, seemed to havb 
learnt it according to the idea in which they accompanied 
each other — she had so completely made his defects her own, 
that a kind of living whole resulted from it, which did not 
move indeed according to exact rule, but the effect of which 
was in the highest degree pleasant and delightful. The com- 
poser himself would have been pleased to hear his work 
disfigured in a manner so charming. 

Charlotte and the Captain watched this strange unexpected 
occurrence in silence, with the kind of feeling with which 
we often observe the actions of children — ^unable exactly to 
approve of them, from the serious consequences which may 
follow, and yet without being able to find fault, perhaps wim 
a kind of envy. For, indeed, the regard of these two for one 
another was growing also, as well as that of the others— 
and it was perhaps only the more perilous because they were 
hoth stronger, more certain of themselves, and better able to 
restrain themselves. 

The Captain had already begun to feel that a habit which 
he could not resist was threatening to bind him to Charlotte. 
He forced himself to stay away at the hour when she com- 
monly used to be at the works ; by getting up very early in. 
the morning he contrived to finish there whatever he had 
to do, and went back to the castle to his work in his own 
room. The first day or two Charlotte thought it was an acci- 
dent — she looked for him in every place where she thought he 
could possibly be. Then she thought she understood him— 7 
and admired hiin all the more. 

Avoiding, as the Captain now did, being alone with Char- 
lotte, the more indiistriously did he labour to hurry for- 
ward the preparations for keeping her rapidly-approaching 
birthday with all splendour. While he was bringing up the 
new road from below behind the village, he made the men, 
•under pretence that he wanted stones, begin working at the 
top as well, and work dowuj to meet the others ; and he had 
calculated his arrangements so that the two should exactly 
•meet on the eve of the day. The excavations for the new 
house were already done; the rock was blown away with 
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gunpowder ; and a fair foundation-stone had been hewn, with 
a hollow chamber, and a flat slab adjusted to cover it. 

This outward activity, these little mysterious purposes of 
friendship, prompted by feelings which more or less they were 
obliged to repress, rather prevented the little party when to- 
gether from being as lively as usual. Edward, who felt that 
there was a sort of void, one evening called upon the Captain 
to fetch his violin — Charlotte should play the piano, and he 
should accompany her. The Captain was unable to refuse the 
general request, and they executed together one of the most 
difficult pieces of music with an ease, and freedom, and fed- 
ing, which could not but afford themselves, and the two who 
were listening to them, the greatest delight. They promised 
themselves a frequent repetition of it, as well as further 
practice together. *' They do it better than we, Ottilie," said 
Edward ; ^' we will admire them — but we can enjoy ourselves 
together too." 



CHAPTER IX. 

The birthday was come, and everything was ready* The 
wall was all complete which protected the raised village road 
against the water, and so was the walk ; passing the church-, 
for short time it followed the path which had been laid out by 
Charlotte, and then winding upwards among the rocks, inclined 
first under the summer-house to the right, and then, after a 
wide sweep, passed back above it to the right again^ and so 
by degrees out on to the summit. 

A large party had assembled for the occosion. They went 
first to church, where they found the whole congregation col- 
lected together in their holiday dresses. After service, they 
filed out in order ; first the boys, then the young men, then 
the old : after them came the party from the castle, with their 
visitors and retinue; and the village maidens, young girls» 
and women, brought up the rear. 

At the turn of the walk, a raised stone seat had been con- 
trived, where the Captain made Charlotte and the visitors stop 
4md rest* From here they could see over the wl^ole distance 
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from the beginniog to the end — ^the troops of men who had 
gone np before them, the file of women following, and • now 
drawing up to where they were. It was lovely weather, and 
the whole effect was singularly beautiful. Charlotte was 
taken by surprise, she was touched, and she pressed the Cap« 
tain's hand warmly. 

They followed the crowd who had slowly ascended, and 
were now forming a circle round the spot where the future 
house was to stand. The lord of the castle, his family, and 
the principal strangers were now invited to descend into tho 
vault, where the foimdation-stone, supported on one side, lay 
ready to be let down* A well-dressed mason, a trowel in one 
hand and a hammer in the other, came forward, and with much 
grace spoke an address in verse, of which in prose we can give 
but an imperfect rendering. 

" Three things,'' he began, *' are to be looked to in a build- 
ing-^that it stand on Sie right spot; that it be securely 
founded ; that it be successfully executed. The first is the 
business of the master of the house — ^his and his only. As 
in the city the prince and the coimcil alone determine where a 
building shall be, so in the country it is the right of the lord 
of the soil that he shall say, * Here my dwelling shall stand ; 
here, and nowhere else.' '* 

Edward and Ottilie were standing opposite one another, as 
these words were spoken ; but they did not venture to look 
np and excliange glances. 

" To the third, tixe execution, there is neither art nor hand!-* 
craft which must not in some way contribute. But the second^ 
the founding, is the province of the mason; and, boldly to 
speak it out, it is the head and ^ont of all the imdertaking — a 
solemn tiling it is — and our bidding you descend hither is full 
of meaning. You are celebrating your Festival in the deep o£ 
the earth. Here within this small hollow spot, you shew us 
the honour of appearing as witnesses of our mysterious craft.. 
Presently we shall lower down this carefully-hewn stone into* 
its place ; and soon these earth- walls, now ornamented with 
fair and worthy persons, will be no more accessible — ^but will 
be closed in for ever ! 

" This foundation-stone, which with its angles typifies the 
just angles of the building, with the sharpness of its moulding, 
the regularity of it> and with the truth of its lines to the hon?» 
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eontal and perpendiciilar, the uprightness and equal height of 
all the walls, we might now without more ado let down — ^it 
would rest in its place with its own weight. But even here 
there shall not fail of lime and means to bind it. For as 
■ --.^uman beings who may be well inclined to each other by 
nature, yet hold more firmly together when the law cements 
them, so are stones also, whose forms may already fit together, 
united far better by these binding forces. It is not seemly to 
be idle among the working, and here you Will not refuse to be 
om* fellow-labourer," — with these words he reached the trowel 
to Charlotte, who threw mortar with it under the stone — ^ 
several of the others were then desired to do the same, and 
then it was at once let fall. Upon which the hammer was 
placed next in Charlotte's, and then in the others' hands, to 
strike three times with it, and conclude, in this expression, 
the wedlock of the stone with the. earth. 

" The work of th6 mason," went on the speaker, ** now 
toder the free sky as we are, if it be not done in concealment, 
yet must pass into concealment — ^the soil will be laid smoothly 
in, and thrown over this stone, and with the walls which we 
rear into the daylight we in the end are seldom remembered. 
The works of the stone-cutter and the carver remain under 
the eyes ; but for us it is not to complain when the plasterer 
blots out the last trace of our hands, and appropriates our 
work to himself; when he overlays it, and smooths it, and 
colours it. 

- *' Not from regard for the opinion of others, but from 
respect for himself, the mason will be faithful in his calling. 
T^ere is none who has more need to feel in himself the 
consciousness of what he is. When the house is finished, 
when the soil is smoothed, and the surface plastered over, and 
the outside all overwrought with ornament, he can even see 
in yet through all disguises, and still recognize those exact 
and carefid adjustments, to which the whole is indebted for 
its being and for its persistence. 

; " But as the man who commits some evil deed has to fear, 
4hat, notwithstanding all precautions, it will one day come to 
light — so too must he expect who has done some good thing in 
'secret, that it also, in spite of himself, will appear in the dSy ; 
and therefore we make this foundation-stone at the same time 
a stone of memorial. Here, in these various hollows which 
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'hkve been hewn into it, mai\y things are now to be bnried, 
as a witness to some far-off world — these metal cases her- 
metically sealed contain documents in writing; matters of 
various note are engraved on these plates ; in Ihese &ir glass 
bottles we bury the best old wine, with a note of the year of 
its vintage. We have coins too of many kinds, from the inint 
of the current year. All this we have received through the 
liberality of him for whom we build. There is space yet 
reiuaming, if guest or spectator desires to offer anything to 
the after-world!" 

After a slight pause the speaker looked round ; but, as is 
commonly the case on such occasions, no one was prepared ; 
they were All taken by surprise. At last, a merry-looking 
young officer set the example, and said, ** If I am to contribute 
anything which as yet is not to be found in this treasure- 
chamber, it shall be a pair of buttons from my uniform — ^I 
don't see why they do not deserve to go down to posterity !" 
No sooner said than done, and then a number of persons 
found something of the same sort which they could do ; the 
young ladies did not hesitate to throw in some of their side 
hair combs — smelling bottles and other trinkets were not 
spared. Only Ottilie hirng back; till a kind word from 
Edward roused her from the abstraction in which she was 
watching the various things being heaped in. Then she un- 
clasped from her neck the gold chain on which her father's 
picture had hung, and with a light gentle hand laid it down 
on the other jewels. Edward rather disarranged the proceed- 
ings, by at once, in some haste, having the cover let fall, and 
fastened down. 

The young mason who had been most active through all 
this, again took his place as orator, and went on, " We lay 
down this stone for ever, for the establishing the present and 
the future possessors of this house. But in that we bury this 
treasure together with it, we do it in the remembrance — ^in 
this most enduring of works — of the perishableness of all 
human things. We remember that a tim6 may come when 
this cover so fast sealed shall again be lifted : and that can 
only be when all shall again be destroyed which as yet we 
have not brought into being. 

" But now — ^now that at once it may begin to be, back with 
bur thoughts out ot the future — ^back into the present. At 
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once, aft^rthe feast which we have this day kept together, let 
us on with our labour ; let no one of all those trades which 
are to work on our foundation, through us keep unwilling 
holiday. Let the building rise swiftly to its height, and out 
of the windows, which as yet have no existence, may the 
master of the house, with his family and with his guests, look 
forth with a glad heart over his broad lands. To him and to 
all here present herewith be health and happiness/' 

With these words he drained a richly cut tumbler at a 
draught, and flung it into the air, thereby to signify the excess 
of pleasure by destroying the^ vessel which had served for 
such a solemn occasion. This time, however, it fell out 
otherwise. The glass did not fall back to ike earth, and 
indeed without a miracle. 

In order to get forward with the buildings, they had 
already thrown out the whole of the soil at the opposite 
comer ; indeed, they had begun to raise the wall, and for this 
purpose had reared a scaffold as high as was absolutely neces- 
sary. On the occasion of the festival, boards had been laid 
along the top of this, aad a number of spectators were allowed 
to stand there. It had been meant principally for the advan- 
tage of the workmen themselves. The glass had flown up 
there, and had been caught by one of them, who took it as a 
sign 6f good luck for himself. He waved it round without 
letting it out of his hand, and the letters E and O were to be 
seen very richly cut upon it, running one into the other. It 
was one of the glasses which had been executed for Edward 
when he was a boy. 

The scaffoldings were again deserted, and the most active 
among the party climbed up to look round them, and could 
not speak enough in praise of the beauty of the prospect on 
all sides. How many new discoveries does not a person 
make when on some high point he ascends but a single story 
higher. Inland many ftesh villages came in sight. The line 
of the river could be traced like a thread of silver ; indeed, 
one of the party thought that he distinguished the spires of 
the capital. On the other side, behind the wooded hill, the 
blue peaks of the far-off moimtains were seen lising, and 
the country immediately about them was spread out like a 
map. 

" If the three ponds," cried some one, " were but throwa 
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togetber to make a single sheet of water, there would be 
everything here which is noblest and most excellent." 

" That might easily be effected," the Captain said. ♦* In 
early times they must have formed all one lake among the 
hills here." 

" Only I must beseech you to spare my clump of planes 

and poplars that stand so prettily by the centre pond," said 

Edwrard. " See," — ^he turned to Ottilie, bringing her a few 

flteps forward, and pointing down, — " those trees I planted 

myseW 

"How long have they been standing there ?" asked Ottilie. 

"Just about as long as you have been in the world," 

replied Edward. " Yes, my dear child, I planted them whea 

you were still lying in your cradle." 

The party now betook themselves back to the castle. 
After dinner was over they were invited to walk through the 
village to take a glance at what had been done. there as well. 
At a hint from the Captain, the inhabitants had collected in 
front of the houses. They were not standing in rows, but 
formed in natural family groups, partly occupied at their 
evening work, part out enjoying themselves on the new 
benches. They had determined, as an agreeable duty which 
they imposed upon themselves, to have everything in its pre- 
sent order and cleanliness, at least every Sunday and 
hoHday. 

A little party, held together by such feelings as had grown 
up among our friends, is always unpleasantly interrupted by 
a large concourse of people. All four were delighted to find 
themselves again alone in the large drawing-room, but this 
sense of home was a little distiurbed by a letter which was 
brought to Edward, giving notice of fresh guests who were 
to arrive the following day. 

" It is as we supposed," Edward cried to Charlotte. ** The 
Count will not stay away ; he is coming to-morrow." 

"Then the Baroness, too, is not far off," answered 
Charlotte. 

" Doubtless not," said Edward. " She is coming, too, 
to-morrow, from another place. They only beg to be idlowed 
to stay for a night ; the next day they will go on together." 

"We must prepare for them in time, Ottilie," said 
Charlotte. 
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''What arrangement sliall I desire to be made?'' Ottilie 
asked. . . 

Charlotte gave a general direction, and Ottilie left the room. 

The Captain inquired into the relation in which these two 
persons stood towards, one another, and with which he was 
only very generally acquainted. They had some time before, 
both being already married, fallen violently in love with one- 
another; a double marriage was not to be interfered with 
without attracting attention. A divorce was proposed. On , 
the Baroness's side it could be effected, oh that of the Count, 
it could not. They were obliged seemingly to separate, but 
their position towards one another remained unchanged, and 
though in the winter at the Residence they were unable to he 
togetiier, they indemnified themselves in the simimer, while 
making tours and staying at watering-places. 

They were both slightly older than Edward and Charlotte, 
and had been intimate with them from early times at court. 
The connection had never been absolutely broken off, although 
it was impossible to approve of their proceedings. On the 
present occasion their coming was most unwelcome to Char- 
lotte ; and if she had looked closely into her reasons for. 
feeling it so, she would have foimd it was on accoimt of 
Ottilie. The poor innocent girl should not have been brought 
ao early in contact with such an example. 

" It would have been more convenie^t if they had not come, 
till a couple of days later," Edward was saying, as Ottilie 
re-entered, *' tiU we had finished with this business of thet 
&nn. The deed of sale is complete. One copy of it I have 
here, but we want a second, and our did clerk has fallen ill." 
The Captain offered his services, and so did Charlotte, but 
there was something or other to object to both of them. 

" Give it to me," cried Ottilie, a little hastily. 

", You will' never be able to finish it," said Charlotte. •• 

" And really I must have it early the day after to-morrow,^ 
and it is long," Edward added. 

" It shall be ready," Ottilie cried; and the paper was 
already in her hands. ' 

The next morning, as they were looking out from their 
highest windows for their visitors, whom they intended to gQ 
some way and meet, Edward. said, "Who is that yonder, 
riding slowly along the road ?" * . t 
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The Captain described accurately the figure of the horse-* 

man. 

"Then it is he," said Edward; "the particulars, which 

you can see better than I, agree very weU with the general 

figure, which I can see too. It is Mittler ; but what is he 

doing, coming riding at such a pace as that ?" 

, The %ure came nearer, and Mittler it veritably was. 

They received him with warm greetings as he canie slowly up 

the steps. 
"Why did you not come yesterday ?" Edward cried, as he 

approached. 
" I do not like your grand festivities," answered he; " but 

I am come to-day to keep my friend's birthday with you 

quietly." 

"How are you able to find time enough ?" asked Edward^ 
with a laugh. 

" My visit, if you can value it, you owe to an observation 
which I made yesterday. I was spending a right happy 
afternoon in a house where I had established peace, and then 
I heard that a birthday was being kept here. Now this is 
what I call selfish, after all, said I to myself: you will only 
enjoy yourself with those whose broken peace you have 
mended. Why cannot you • for once go and be happy with 
Mends who keep the peace for themselves ? No sooner said 
than done. Here I am, as I determined with myself that I 
would be." 

"Yesterday you would have met a large party here; 
to-day you will find but a small one," said Charlotte ; " you 
will meet the Count and the Baroness, with whom you have 
had enough to do already, I believe." 

Out of the middle of the party, who had all four come- 
down to welcome him, the strange man dashed in the keenest: 
disgust, seizing at the same time his hat and whip. " Some 
unlucky star is always over me," he cried, "directly I try to 
rest and enjoy myself. What business have I going out of 
my proper character ? I ought never to have come, and now 
I am persecuted away. Under one roof with those two 
I will not remain, and you take care of yourselves. They 
bring nothing but mischief; their nature is like leaven, and 
propagates its own contagion." 

They tried to pacify lum, but it was in vain. " Whoever 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



64 GOETHE. 

strikes at maiTiage," he cried; — " whoever, either by word or 
act, undermines this, the foundation of all morai society, 
that man has to settle with me, and if I cannot become Ins 
master, I take care to settle myself out of his way. Mar- 
riage is the beginning and the end of all culture. It makes 
the savage mild ; and the most cultivated has no better oppor- 
tunity for displaying his gentleness. Indissoluble it must be, 
because it brings so much happiness that what small excep- 
tional uuhappiness it may bring counts for nothing in the 
balance. And what do men mean by talking of uuhappi- 
ness ? Impatience it is which from tinie to time comes over 
them, and then they fismcy themselves unhappy. Let them 
wait till the moment is gone by, and then they will bless 
their good fortune that what has stood so long continues 
standing. There never can be any adequate ground for sepa- 
ration. The condition of man is pitched so high, in its joys 
and in its sorrows, that the sum which two married people 
owe to one another defies calculation. It is an infinite debt, 
which can only be discharged through all eternity: 

" Its annoyances marriage may often have ; I can well believe 
that, and it is as it should be. We are all married to our 
conscicfnces, and there are times when we should be glad to 
be divorced from them ; mine gives me more annoyance than 
•ever a man or a woman can give." 

All this he poured out with the greatest vehemence : he 
would very likely have gone on speakmg longer, had not the 
sound of the postilions' horns given notice of the arrival of 
the visitors, who, as if on a concerted arrangement, drove 
into the castle-court from opposite sides at the same moment. 
Mittler slipped away as their host hastened to receive them, 
and desiring that his horse might be brought out immediately, 
irode angrily off. 
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(JHAPTER X. 

The visitors were welcomed and brought in. They wero 

delighted to find themselves again in the same house and in 

the same rooms where in early times they had passed many 

happy days, but which they had not seen for a long time. 

Theirfriends too were very glad to see them. The Count and 

the Baroness had both those tall fine figures which please in 

nuddle life almost better than in youth. If something of the 

first bloom had faded gS them, yet there was an air m their 

appearance which was always irresistibly attractive. Their 

manners too were thoroughly charming. Their free way of 

taking hold of life and deaKng with it, their happy humour, 

and apparent easy unembarrassment, communicated itself at 

once to the rest ; and a lighter atmosphere hung about the whole 

party, without their having observed it stealing on them. 

The efiPect made itself felt inmiediately on the entrance of 
the new-comers. They were fresh from the fashionable world, 
as was to be seen at once, in their dress, in their equipment, 
and in everything about them ; and they formed a contrast 
not a little striking with our friends, their country style, and 
the vehement feelings which were at work underneath among 
them. This, however, very soon disappeared in the stream 
of past recollection and present interests, and a rapid, lively 
conversation soon united them all% After a short time they 
again separated. The ladies withdrew to their own apart- 
ments, and there found amusement enough in the many 
things which they had to tell each other, and in setting to 
work at the same time to examine the new fashions, thq 
spring dresses, bonnets, and such like ; while the gentlemen 
were employing themselves looking at the new travelling 
chariots, trotting out the horses, and beginning at once to 
bargain and exchange. 

They did not meet again till dinner; in the meantime 
they bad changed their dress. And here, too, the newly- 
arrived pair showed to all advantage. Everything they wore 
was new, and in a style which their friends at the castle 
had never seen, and yet, being accustomed to it themselves, 
it appeared perfectly natural and graceful. 
The conversation was brilliant and well sustained^ eSf 
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indeed, in the company of such persons everything and 
nothing appears to intere&t. They jspoke in French that 
the attendants might hot understand what they said, and 
flwept in happiest humour over all that was passing in fhe 
^great or the middle world. On one particular suhject they 
remained, however, longer tiian was desirable. It was occa- 
sioned by Charlotte asking after one c^ her early ^ends, of 
whom she had to learn, with some distress, that she was on 
the point of being separated from her husband. 

"It is a melancholy thing," Charlotte said, " when we 
fancy our absent Mends are finally settled, when we believe 
persons very dear to us to be provided for for life, suddenty 
to hear that their fortimes axe cast loose once more ; that 
they have to strike into a fresh path of life, and Tery likely a 
most insecure one." 

" Indeed, my dear friend," the Count answered, ^ it is 
our own fault if we allow ourselves to be surprised at sndh 
things. We please ourselves with imagining matteas of this 
earth, and particularly matrimonial connections, as very en- 
during; and as concerns this last point, iht plays whidi we 
see over and over i^ain help to mislead us ; being, as th^ 
are, so untrue to the course of the world. In a comedy we 
see a marriage as the last aim of a desire which is hindered 
and crossed through a number of acts, and at the instant 
when it is re^hed the curtain falls, and ihe momentary satis- 
faction continues to ring on in our ears. But in the world it 
is very different. The play goes on still behind the scenes, 
and when the curtain rises again we may see and hear, per- 
haps, little enoi^h of the marriage." 

** It cannot be so very bad, however," said Charlotte, 
smiling. " We see people who have gone oS the boards of 
fhe theatre, ready enough to undertake a part upon them 
again." 

" There is nothing to say against that," said the Count. 
" In a new character a mian may readily venture on a second 
trial ; and when we know the world we see clearly that it is 
only this positive eternal duration of marriage in a world 
where everything is in motion, which has anything unbecom- 
ingabout it. A certain friend of mine, whose humour displays 
itself principally in suggestions for new laws, maintained that 
emy marriage ihouM bQ coneluded only .&x £ve years. 
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Jive, he said, was a sacred number— pretty aad uneven. 
BvLch a period wovld be long enon^ for people to leam one 
another's character, bring a child or two into the world, 
quarrel, separate, and what was best, get reconciled again. 
He would oflen exdaim, ' How happily the first part of the 
time would pass away !' Two or three years, at least, would 
be perfeet bliss. On one side or other there would not hH to 
be a wish to have the relation continue longer, and the 
amiability would increase the nearer they got to the parting 
time. The indifferent, even the dissatisfied party, would be 
mftened and gained over by such behaviour; they would 
foiget, as in jdeasant company the liours pass always unob- 
served, how tiie time went by, and they would be delightfully 
smprised when, after the term had nm out, they first 
observed that they had ni^owingly prolonged it." 

Charming and |deasant as all tms sounded, and deep 
(Charlotte felt it to her soul) as was the moral significance 
which lay below it, expressions of this kind, on Ottilie's 
account, were most distasteful to her. She knew very well 
that nothing was more dangerous than the licentious con- 
versation whii^ treats culpable or semi-culpable actions 
as if they were common, ordinary, and even laudable, and of 
such undesirable kind assuredly were all which touched on the 
fiacnedness of marriage. She endeavoured, therefore, in her 
skilful way, to give the conversation another turn, and when 
she found that she could not, it vexed her that Ottilie had 
managed everyl}iing so well ^at there was no occasion for 
her to leave the table. In her quiet observant way a nod or 
a look was enough for her io signify to the head servant 
whatever was to be done, and everything went off perfectly, 
although there were a couple of strange men in livery in the 
way, who were rather a trouble than a convenience. And so 
the Count, without feeling Charlotte's lunts, went on giving 
his opinions on the same subject Generally, he was little 
enough apt to be tedious in conversation; but this was a 
thing which weighed so heavily on his heart, and the difficul- 
ties which he found in setting separated from his wife were so 
great tihoit it had made him bitter against evexything which^ 
concerned the marriage bond,— that very bond which, not^^ 
withstanding, he was w nnzionsly desiring between himself 
and the Baroness. 

f2 
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" The same friend " he went on, " has another law which 
he proposes. A mai'riage shall only be held indissoluble 
when either both parties, or at least one or the other^ enter 
into it for the third time. Such persons must be supposed 
to acknowledge beyond a doubt that they find marriage 
indispensable for themselves ; they have had opportimities of 
thoroughly knowing themselves ; of knowing how they con- 
ducted themselves in their earlier unions ; whether they have 
any peculiarities of temper, which are a more frequent cause 
of separation than bad dispositions. People would then 
observe one another more closely ; they would pay as much 
attention to the married as to ^e immarried, no one being 
able to tell how things may turn out." 

" That would add no littie to the interest of society,'^ said 
Edward. *' As things are now, when a man is married 
nobody cares any xnore either for his virtues or for his 
vices." 

" Under this arrangement," the Baroness struck in, laugh- 
ing, ** our good hosts hiave passed successfully over their two 
fiteps, and may make themselves ready for their third." 

"Things have gone happily with them," said the Count. 
*^ In their case death has done with a good will what in others 
Ihe consistorial courts do with a very bad one. 

*^ Let the dead rest,'' said Charlotte, with a half serious 
look. 

" Why so," persevered the Count, " when we can re» 
member them with honour ? They were generous enough to 
content themselves with less than their number of years for 
the sake of the larger good which they could leave behind 
them." 

^' Alas 1 that in such cases," said the Baroness, with a sup^ 
pressed sigh, " happiness is only bought with the sacrifice of 
our fairest years." 

" Indeed, yes," answered the Count ; " and it might drive 
ns to despair, if it were not the same with everything in this 
world. Nothing goes as we hope. Children do not fulfil 
what they promise ; young people very seldom ; — and if they 
keep their word, the world does not keep its word with 
them." 

Charlotte, who was delighted that the conversation had 
taken a turn at last, replied cheerfully, 
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*<"Well, then, we must content oiprselves with enjoying 
what good we are to have in fragments and pieces, as we can 
get it; and the sooner we can accustom ourselves to this 
the better." 

" Certainly," the Count answered, " you two have had the 
enjoyment of very happy times. When I look back upon 
the years when you and Edward were the loveliest couple at 
the court, I see nothing now to be compared with those bril- 
liant times, and such magnificent figures. When you two 
used to dance together, all eyes were turned upon you, 
fastened upon you, while you saw nothing but each other." 

*^ So much has changed since those days," said Charlotte, 
"that we can listen to such pretty things about ourselves 
without our modesty being shocked at theln." 

"I often privately found fault with Edward," said the 
Count, " for not being more firm. Those singular parent^ of 
his would certainly have given way at last; and ten fair 
years is no trifle to gain." 

"I must take Edward's part,'* struck in the Baroness. 
" Charlotte was not altogether without fault — ^not altogether 
free from what we must call prudential considerations ; and 
although she had a real, hearty love for Edward, and did in 
her secret soul intend to marry him, I can bear witness how 
sorely she often tried him ; and it was through this that he 
was at last unluckily prevailed upon to leave her and go 
abroad, and try to forget her." 

Edward bowed to the Baroness, and seemed grateful for 
her advocacy. 

"And then I must add this," she continued, "in excuse 
for Charlotte. The man who was at that time suing for her, 
had for a long time given proo& of his constant attachment 
to her ; and, when one came to know him well, was a far 
more loveable person than the rest of you may like to 
acknowledge." 

"My dear friend," the Count replied, a little pointedly, 
" confess, now, that he was not altogether indifferent to your- 
self, and that Charlotte had more to fear from you than from 
any other rival. I find it one of the highest traits in women, 
that they continue so long in their regard for a man, and that 
absence of no duration will serve to disturb or remove it." 
"This fine feature, men possess, perhaps, even more," 
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answered the Baroness. " At any rate, I have observed with 
you, my dear Count, that no one has more influence over yoa 
than a lady to vfhom yon were once attached. I have seen 
you take more' trouble to do things when a certain person has 
asked you, than the friend of this moment would have 
obtained of you, if she had tried." 

** Such a charge as that one must bear the best way on^ 
can," replied the Count. " But as to what concerns Char- 
lotte's first husband, I could not endure him, because he 
parted so sweet a pair from one another — a really pre- 
destined pair, who, once brought together, have no reason 
to fear the five years, or be linking of a second or third 
marriage." 

" We must try," Charlotte said, "to make up for what we 
then allowed to sli^ from us." 

" Aye, and you must keep to that," said the Count ; " your 
first marriages^" he continued, with some vehemence, " were 
exactly marriages of the true detestable sort. And, unhap^ 
pily, marriages generally, even the best, have j^Mfeivacie for 
using a strong expression) something awkwaEK^E^flpiem* 
They destroy the delicacy of the relation ; everythiJip^made 
to rest on the broad certainty out of which^ broside or 
other, at least, is too apt to make their own advantage. It is 
all a matter of course ; and they seem only to have got them- 
selves tied together, that one or the other, or bothj may go 
their own way the more easily." ^ 

At this moment, Charlotte, who iw determined once for 
all that she would put an end to the conversation, made a 
bold efibrt at turning it, and succeeded. It then became 
more general. She and her husband and the Captain were 
able to take a part in it. Even Ottilie had to give her 
opinion; and the dessert was enjoyed in the happiest humour. 
It was particularly beautiful, being composed almost entirely 
of the rich summer fruits in elegant baskets, with epergnes 
of lovely flowers arranged in exquisite taste. 

The new laying-out of the park came to be spoken of; and 
immediately after dinner they went to look at what was going 
on. Ottilie withdrew, under pretence of having household 
matters to look to ; in reality, it was to set to work again at 
the transcribing. The Count fell into conversation with the 
Captain, and Charlotte afterwards joined them. When they 
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wore at the suBsnit of the height, the Captain good-naturedly 
zan back to fetch the plan, and in his absence the Connt said 
to Charlotte, 

" He is an exceedingly pleaeing person. He is very well 
informed, and his knowledge is always ready. His prac- 
tical power, too, seems methodical and Tigorous. What he is 
doing here woold be of great importance in some higher 
sphere." 

Charlotte listened to the Oaptam's praises with an inward 
delight. She collected herself, howeyer, and composedly and 
clearly confirmed what the Comit had said. But she was not 
8 little startled when he continued : 

*' This acqtiaintance falls most opportonely for me. I know 
of a situation for which he is perfectly suited, and I shall be 
doing the greatest &TOur to a friend of mine, a man of high 
rank, by recommending to him a person who is so exacfiy 
everything which he desires.*' 

Charlotte felt as if a thimder-stroke had &Uen on her. The 
Coimt did not observe it : women, being accustomed at all 
times to ho^ themselves in.restraint, are always able, even in 
Ibe most extraordinary cases, to maintain an apparent com- 
posure ; bnt she heard not a word more of what the Count 
said, though he went on speaking. 

** When I have made up my mind upon a thing, " he 
added, " I am quick about it. I have put my letter together 
already in my head, and I shall write it immediately. You 
can find me some messenger, who can ride ofip with it this 
evening." 

Charlotte was suffering agonies. Startled with the pro-^ 
posal, and shocked at herself, she was unable to utter a 
word. Happily, the Count continued talking of his plan& 
for the Captain, the desirableness of which was only too- 
appareirt to Charlotte. 

it was time that tiie Captain returned. He came up and 
murolled his design before the Count. But with what changed 
eyes Charlotte now looked at the Mend wh<»n she was to lose. 
In her necessity, she bowed and turned away, and hurried 
down to the summer-house. Before she was half way there, 
the tears were streaming finjm her eyes, and she flung herself 
imto the narrow room in the little hermitage, and gave herself 
up to an agony, a passion, a despair^ of the possibility ^ 
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which, but a few moments before, she had not had the 
slightest conception. 

Edward had gone with the Baroness in the other direction 
towards the ponds. This ready-witted kdy, who liked ta be 
in the secret about everything, soon observed, in a few conver- 
sational feelers which she threw out, that Edward was very 
fluent and free-spoken in praise of Ottilie. She contrived in 
the most natural way to lead him out by degrees so completely, 
that at last she had not a doubt remaining that here was 
not merely an ii^cipient fancy, but a veritable, full-grown 



Married women, if they have no particular love for one 
another, y^t are silently in league together, especially against 
young girls. The consequences of such an inclination pre- 
sented themselves only too quickly to her world-experienced 
epirit. Added to this, she had been already, in the course of 
the day, talking to Charlotte about Ottilie ; she had disap- 
proved of her remaining in the country, particularly being a 
girl of so retuing a character ; and she had proposed to tdce 
Ottilie with her to the residence^of a friend, who was just 
then bestowing great expense on the education of an only 
daughter, and who was only looking about to find some well- 
disposed companion for her,— -to put her in the place of a 
second child, and let her share in every advantage. Char- 
lotte had taken time to consider. But now this glimpse of 
the Baroness into Edward's heart changed what had been but 
a suggestion at once into a settled determination^ and the 
more rapidly she made up her mind about it, the more she 
outwardly seemed to flatter Edward's wishes. Never was 
there any one more self-possessed than this lady; and to have 
mastered ourselves in extraordinary cases, disposes us to treat 
-^even a common case with dissimulation — ^it makes us inclined, 
as we have had to do so much violence to ourselves, to extend 
our control over others, and hold ourselves in a degree compen.* 
sated in what we outwardly gain for what we inwardly have 
been obliged to sacrifice. To this feeling there is often joined 
a kind of secret, spiteful pleasure in the blind, unconscious 
ignorance with which the victim walks on into the snare. It 
is not the immediately doing as we please which we enjoy, 
but the thought of the surprise and exposure which is tp 
follow. And thus was the Baroness nmlicious enough to 
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ihyite Edward to come with Charlotte and pay her a visit 
at the grape-gathering ; and, to his question whether they 
might hring Otti^e with them, to frame an answer which, if 
be pleased, he might interpret to his wishes. . 

Edward had already begun to pour out his delight at the 
beautifiil scenery, the broad river, the hills, the rocks, the 
vineyard, the old castles, the water-parties, and the jubilee 
at the grape-gathering, the wine-pressing, etc., in all of 
which, in the innocence of his heart, he was only exuberating 
in the anticipation of the impression which these scenes were 
to make on ^e &esh spirit of Ottilie. At this moment they 
saw her approaching, and the Baroness said quickly to Ed- 
ward, that he had better say nothing to her of this intended 
autumn expedition — ^things which we set our hearts upon so 
long before, so often £Eiilmg to come to pass. Edward gave 
his promise ; but he obliged his companion to move more 
quickly to meet her; and at last, when they came very close, 
he ran on several steps in advance. A heartfelt happiness 
expressed itself in his whole being. He kissed her hand as 
he pressed into it a nosegay of wild flowers, which he had 
gathered on bis way. 

The Baroness felt bitter to her heart at the sight of it. At 
the same time that she was able to disapprove of what was 
really objectionable in this affection, she could not bear to 
see what was sweet and beautiful in it thrown away on such 
a poor paltry gid. 

When they had collected again at the supper-table, an 
entirely different temper was spread over the party. The 
Count, who had in the meantime written his letter and 
dispatched a messenger with it, occupied himself with the 
Captain, whom he had been drawing out more and more- 
spending the whole evening at his side, talking of serious 
matters. The Baroness, who sat on the Count's right, found 
but small amusement in this ; nor did Edward find any more. 
The latter, first because he was thirety, and then because he 
was excited, did not spare the wine, and attached himself 
entirely to Ottilie, whom he had made sit by him. On the 
other side, next to the Captain, sat Charlotte ; for her it was 
hard, it was almost impossible, to conceal the emotion tmder 
which she was sufiering. 
The Baroness had si&cient time to make her observations 
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at leisore. She perceived Charlotte's uneasiness^ and occupied, 
as she was wiiii Edward's passion for Ottilie, she easily^ 
satMed herself that her abstraction and distress were owing^ 
to her husband's behayioiir; and she set herself to consider 
in what way she could best compass her ends. 

Supper was over, and the party remained divided^ The 
Count, whose object was to probe the Captain to the bottom, 
had to tiy many turns before he couM arrive at what he 
wished with so quiet, sa little Tain, but so exceedii^ly laconic 
a person. They walked «up and down together on one side of 
the saloon, while Edward, excited with wine and hope, was 
laughing with Ottilie at a window, and Charlotte and the 
Baroness were walking backwards and forwards, withou^t 
speaking, on the other side. Their being so silent, and their 
standing about in this uneasy, listless way, had its effect at 
last in breaking up the rest of the party. The ladies with- 
drew to their rooms, the gentlemen to the otiber wing of the 
castle; and so this day appeared to be concluded* 



CHAPTER XI. 

Edwabd went with the Count to his room. They ccxt* 
tinned talking, and he was easily prevailed upon to stay a 
little time longer there. The Count lost himself in. old 
times, spoke eagerly of Charlotte's beauty, which, as a critic> 
he dwelt upon with much warmth. 

*' A pretty foot is a great gift of nature," he said. ^' It is 
a grace which never perishes. I observed it to-day, as she 
was walking. I shoidd almost have liked to have k&sed her 
shoe, and repeat that somewhat barbarous but significant 
practice of the Sarmatians, who know no better way of 
showing reverence for any one they love or respect, than by 
using his shoe to drink his health out of." 

The point of the foot did not remain the only subject of 
praise between two old acquaintances; they went from the 
person back upon old stories and adv^itures, and came on 
the hindrances which at that time people had thrown in the 
way of the lovers' meetings— what trouble they had taken. 
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irhat arts Hiey liad te»i obliged to deyise, only to be aUe to 
tell each other that they lored. 

^' Do you remember," contiaued the Count, '^ an adventore 
in which I most imaelfiGUy stood your Mend when their 
High Mightinesses wa:e oa a visit to your uncle, and were 
all tc^ether in that great, straggling castle. The day went 
in festivities and ^Utter of all aorta; and a part of the night 
aft least in {feasant conversation." 

^^And you, in the meantime, bad observed the back-way 
which led to the court ladies' quarter," said Edward,^ ^^and 
so managed to effect an interview fi>r me with my beloved." 

<' And she," replied the Count, *' thinking more of pro- 
priety than of my enjoyment, had kept a frightful old duenna 
mOi her. So tlmt, while you two, between looks and words, 
got on extremely well together, my lot, in the meanwhile, 
was tBiT from pleasant." 

^ It was only yesterday," imswered Edward, ^* when we 
heard that you were coming, that I was taDdng over the story 
with my wife, and describing our adventure on returning* 
We missed the road,, and g9t into the entrance-hall from the 
garden. < Enowii^ our way from thence so well as we did, we 
supposed we could get aJoBg easily enough. But you re- 
member our surprise on opening tiie door. The floor waa 
covered over with mattresses, on which the giants lay in rows 
stretched out and sleeping. The single sentinel at his post 
looked wonderingly at us; but we, in the cool way young^ 
men do things, strode quietly on over the outstretched boots, 
without disturbing a single one of the snoring children of 
Anak." 

** I had the strongest inclination to stumble," the Count 
said, '^ that there m^ht be an alarm given. What a resur« 
rection we should have witnessed." 

At this moment the castle clodc struck twelve. 

** It is deep midnight," the Count added, laughing, " and 
just the proper time ; I must ask you, my dear Baron, to 
show me a kindness. Do you guide me to-night, as I guided 
yon then. I promised the Baroness that I would see her 
before going to bed. We have had no opportunity of any 
private talk together the whole day. We have not seen each 
other for a long time, and it is only natural that we should 
wish for a confidential hour. If you will show me the way 
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there, I will manage to get back again ; and in any case, 
there will be no boots for me to stumble over." 

" I shall be very glad to show you such a piece of hospi- 
tality," answered Edward; "only the three ladies are 
together in the same wing. Who knows whether we shall 
not find them still with one another, or make some other 
mistake, which may have a strange appearance ?" 

" Do not be afraid," said the Count ; " the Baroness expects 
me. She is sure by this time to be in her own room> and 
alone." 

'^ Well, then, the thing is easy enough," Edward answered. 

He took a candle, and lighted the Count down a private 
staircase leading into a long gallery. At the end of this, 
he opened a small door. Hiey mounted a winding flight 
of stairs, which brought them out upon a narrow landing- 
place; and then, putting the candle in the Count's hand, 
he pointed to a tapestried door on the right, which opened 
readily at the first trial, and admitted tiie Count, leaving 
Edward outside in the dark. 

Another door on the left led into Chadotte's sleeping-room. 
He heard her voice, and listened. She was speaking to her 
maid. "Is Ottilie in bed?" she asked. "No," was the 
-answer ; " she is sitting writing in the room below." " You 
may light the night-lamp," said Charlotte; "I shall not 
want you any more. It is late. I can put out the candle, 
and do whatever I may want elseonyself." 

It was a delight to Edward to hear that Ottilie was writing 
still. She is working for me, he thought triumphantly. 
Through the darkness, he fancied he could see her sitting all 
alone at her desk. He thought he would go to her, and see 
her; and how she would turn to receive him. He felt a 
longing, which he could not resist, to be near her once more. 
But, from where he was, there was no way to the apartments 
which she occupied. He now found himself immediately at 
his wife's door. A singular change of feeling came over 
him. He tried the handle,, but' the bolts were shot. He 
knocked gently. Charlotte did not hear him. She was 
walking rapidly up and down in the large dressing-room 
adjoining. She was repeating over and over what, since the 
Count's unexpected proposal, she had often enough had to 
say to herself. The Captain seemed to stand before her. At 
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home, and everywhere, he had become her all in all. And 
now lie was to go; and it was all to be desolate again. 
She repeated whatever wise things one can say to oneself; 
she even anticipated^ as people so often do, the wretched 
comfort, that time would come at last to her relief; and 
then she cm^ed the time which wotdd have to pass before 
it could lighten her sufferings*-she cursed the dead, cold 
time when they would be lightened* At last she burst into 
tears; they were the more welcome, since tears with her 
were rare. She Hung herself on the sofa^ and gave herself 
up unreservedly to her sufferings. Edward, meanwhile, 
could not take himself from the door. He knocked again ; 
and a third time rather louder; so that Charlotte, in the 
stillness of the night, distinctly heard it, and started up in 
fright. Her first thought was,— it can only be, it must be, 
the Captain; her second, that it was impossible. She 
thought she must have been deceived. But surely she had 
heard it ; and she wished, and she feared to have heard it. 
She went into her sleeping-room, and walked lightly up 
to the bolted tapestry-door. She blamed herself for her 
fears. ^^ Possibly it may be the Baroness wanting something,'^ 
she said to herself; and she called out quietly and calmly, 
*' Is anybody there ?" A light voice answered, " It is I.** 
*' Who ?" returned Charlotte, not being able to make out the 
voice. She thought she saw the Captain's figure standing at 
the door. In a rather louder tone, she heard the word 
'* Edward !" She drew back the bolt, and her husband stood 
before her. He greeted her with some light jest. She was 
unable to reply in the same tone. He complicated the mys- 
terious visit by his mysterioiis explanation of it. 

" Well, then,'* he said at last, " I will confess, the real rea- 
son why I am come is, that I have made a vow to kiss your 
shoe this evening." 

" It is long since you thought of such a thing as that,'* 
said Charlotte. 

" So much the worse," he answered ; " and so much the 
better." 

She had thrown herself back in an armchair, to prevent 
him firom seeing the slightness of her dress. He flung him- 
self down before her, and she coidd not prevent him from 
giving her shoe a kiss. And when the shoe came off in his 
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liand, lie cab^ her foot aiid pressed it tienderly against hiis 
breast. 

Charlotte was one of those women who, being of a natu- 
rally cahn temperament, costume in marrii^e, without any 
purpose or any effort, the air and character of lovers. She 
was never expressive towards her husband ; generally, indeed, 
she rather shrank from any warm demonstration on his part. 
It was not that she was cold, or at all hard and repulsive, but 
she remained always like a hrnug bride, who draws back with 
a kind of shyness even from what is permitted. And so 
lEdward found her this efvening, in a double sense. How 
fiorely did she not long that h(» husband would go; the 
£gure of his fiiend seemed to hover in the air and reproach 
her. But what should have had the effect of driving Edward 
away only attracted him the more. There were visible traces 
<i£ emotion about her. She had been crying; and tears, which 
with weak persons detract from their graces, add immea- 
surably to the attractiveneoB of those whom we know com- 
monly as strong and self-possessed. 

Edward was so agreeable, so gentle, so pressing ; he begged 
to be allowed to stay with her. He did not demand it, but 
half in fim, half in earnest, he tried to persuade her ; he 
never thought of his rights. At last, as if in mischief, he 
blew out the candle. 

In the dim lamplight, the inward affection, the imagination, 
maintained their rights over the real; — ^it was Ottilie that 
was resting in Edward's arms ; and the Captain, now faintly, 
now dearly, hovered before Charlotte's soul. And so, 
strangely intenningled, the ahsent and the present flowed in 
a sweet enchantn^nt one into the other. 

And yet the present would not let itself be robbed of its 
own unlovely right. They spent a part of the night talking 
and laughing at all sorts of things, the mone fr^y, as the 
heart had no part in it. But when Edward awoke in the 
morning, on his wife's breast, the day seemed to stare in with 
a sad, awfiil look, and the sun to be shining in upon a crime. 
He stole lightly from her side ; and she found herself, with 
strange enough feelings, when she awoke, alone« 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Whik the party assembled again at breakfast, an attentiTe 

observer might have read in me behaviour of its various 

memhers the different things which were passing in their inner 

thoughts and feelings. The Count and the Baroness met with 

the air of happiness which a pair of lovers fed, who, after having 

been forced to endure a long separation, have mutually assured 

each other of their unaltered affection. On the other hand, 

Charlotte and Edward equally came into the presence of the 

Captain and Ottilie with a sense of shame and remorse. For 

such is ihe nature of love thatit believes in no rights except 

itB own, and all other rights vanish away before it. OttiHe 

iras in child-like spirits. For her — she was almost what 

might be called open. The Captain appeared serious. His 

conversation with the Count, which had roused in him feel* 

ings that for some time past had been at rest and dormant, 

had made him only too keenly conscious that here he was 

330t fulfilling his work, and at bottom was but squandering 

himself in a half-activiiy of idleness. 

Hardly had their guests departed, when fresh visitors were 
announced— to Charlotte most welcomely, all she wished for 
bemg to be taken out of herself^ and to have her attention 
dissipated* They annoyed Edward, who was longing to 
devote himself to Ottilie; and Ottilie did not like tiiem 
either ; the cop^ which had to be finished the next morning 
early being stiU incomplete. They st^ a long time, and im« 
me&itely that they were gone she humed off to her room. 

It was now evening. Edward, CSiarlotte, and the Captain 
bad accompanied the strangers some little way on foot, before 
the latter got into their carriage, and previous to returning 
home liiey agreed i^ take a walk along the water-dde. 

A bQ9.t luwi oome, whioh Edward had had fetdied from a 
distance, at no little expense; and they decided that they 
would try whellier it was easy to manage. It was made fast 
on the bank of the middle pond, not flur from some old ash 
trees, an which they calculated to make an effect in their 
lotnre imnro^nientB. There was to be a landing-place made 
theve, and under the trees a seat was to be raised, with some 
woud»fal architectuie about it: it was to be the point far 
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-wliicli people were to make when they went across the 
water. 

"And where had we better have the landing-place on the 
other side ?" said Edward. "I should think under my plane 
trees." 

" They stand a little too far to the right," said the Captain. 
*' You are nearer the castle if you land further down. How- 
ever, we must think about it." 

The Captain was already standing In the stem of the boat» 
and had taken up an oar. Charlotte got in, and Edward with 
her — ^he took the other oar ; but as he was on the point of 
pushing off, he thought of Ottilie — ^he recollected that this 
water-party would keep him out late ; who could tell when 
he would get back.^ He made up his mind shortly and 
promptly; sprang back to the bank, and reaching the other 
oar to the Captain, hurried home — ^making excuses to himself 
as he ran. 

Arriving there he learnt that Ottilie had shut herself up— 
she was writing. In spite of the agreeable feeling that she 
was doing something for him, it was the keenest mortification 
to him not to be able to see her. His impatience increased 
every moment. He walked up and down the large drawing- 
room ; he tried a thousand things, and could not fix his atten- 
tion upon any. He was longing to see her alone, before 
Charlotte came back with the Captain. It was dark by this 
time, and the candles were lighted. 

At last she came in beaming with loveliness: tbe sense 
that she had done something for her friend had lifted all her 
being above itself. She put down the original and her tran- 
script on the table before Edward. 

*' Shall we collate them.^" she said, with a smile. 

Edward did not know what to answer. He looked at her 
*-he looked at the transcript. The first few sheets were 
written with the greatest carefulness in a delicate woman's 
hand — ^then the strokes appeared to alter, to become more 
light and free — but who can describe his surprise as he ran 
his eyes over the concluding page ? " For heaven's sake," 
he cried, "what is this? this is my hand!" He looked at 
Ottilie, and again at the paper ; the conclusion, especially, was 
exactly as if he had written it himself. Ottilie said nothing, 
but she looked at him with her eyes full of the warmest de^ 
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%lit. Edward stretched out Mb arms. ** You love mc!** lie 
cried: '^Ottflie, you love me!'* They fell on each other^s 
breast — ^which had been the first to catch the other it would 
have been impossible to distinguish. 

From that moment the world was all changed for Edward. 
He was no longer what he had been, and the world was no 
longer what it had been. They parted— he held her hands; 
they gazed in each other^s eyes. They were on the point of 
embracing each other again. 

Charlotte entered with the Captain. Edward inwardly 
smiled at their excuses for having stayed out so long. Oh ! 
how £ir too soon you have returned, he said to himseu. 

They sate down to supper. They talked about the people 
who had been there that day. Edward, fall of love and 
ecstacy, spoke well of every one— always sparing, often ap- - 
proving. Charlotte, who was not altogether of his opinion, 
remarked this temper in him, and jested with him about it— » 
he who had always the sharpest thing to say on departed 
visitors, was this evening so gentle and tolerant. 

With fervour and heartfelt conviction, Edward cried, " One 
has only to love a single creature with all one's heart, and the 
whole world at once looks lovely !" 

OttUie dropped her eyes on the ground, and Charlotte 
looked straight before her. 

The Captain took up the word, and said, *' It is the same 
with deep feelings of respect and reverence : we first learn to 
recognize what there is that is to be valued in the world, 
when we find occasion to entertain such sei^timents towards a 
particular object." 

Charlotte made an excuse to retire early to her room, where 
she could give hei:self up to thinking over what had passed in 
tlie course of the evening between herself and the Captain. 

When Edward sprang on shore, and, pushing off the boat, 
had himself committed his wife and his Mend to the un- 
certain element, Charbtte found herself face to face with 
the man on whose account she had been already secretly 
suffering so bitterly, sitting in the twilight before her, and 
sweeping along the boat with the sculls in easy motion. She 
felt a depth of sadness, very rare with her, weighing on her 
spirits. The undulating movement of the boat, the splash of 
the oarsy the faint breeze playing over the watery mirror, the 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



mghing of the reeds, the bog fliglit of the birds, the fitful 
twinkling of the first stars^-rthere was something spectral 
about it all in the universal stiUness. She fsmcied her Mend 
was bearing her away to set her on some &r-off shore, and 
leave her there alone; strange amotions were passing through 
her, and she could aot give way to them and weep. 

The Captain was d^ciibing to her the manner in which, 
in his opinion, the improvements should be eontinued. He 
praised the construction of the boat ; it was so convenient, he 
said, because one person could «o easily manage it with a pair 
of oars. She should herself learn how to do Has ; there wa& 
often a delicious feeling in floating along alone upon the 
water, one's own fernrman and steersman. 

The parting which was impending, sank on Charlotte's 
heart as he was speaking. Is he saying this on purpose ? she 
thought to herself. Does he know it yet ? Does he suspect it ^ 
or is it only accident ; and is he unconsciously foretelling me 
my &te? 

A weary, impatient heaviness took hold of her ; she begged 
him to toake for land as soon as possible, and return with her 
to the castle. 

It was the first time that the Captain had been upon the 
water, and, thoush generally he had acquainted himself with 
its depth, he did not know accurately the particular spots* 
Dusk was coming on ; he directed his course to a place where 
he thought it would be easy to get on shore, and from which he 
knew the footpath which led to the castle was not far distant. 
Charlotte, howev^, repeated her wish to get to land quickly, 
and the place which he thought of being at a short distance, 
he gave it up, and exerting himself as much as he possibly 
eould, made straight for the bank. Unhappily the water was 
shallow, and he ran aground some way off from it From the 
rate at which he was going the boat was fixed &st, and all his 
efforts to move it were in vain. What was to be done ^ There 
was no alternative but to get into the water and carry his 
companion ashore* 

It was done without difficulty or danger. He was strong 
enough not to totter with her, or give her any cause for 
anxiety ; but in her agitation she had thrown her arms about 
his neck. He held her fast, and pressed her to himself— and 
lit last laid her down upon a grassy bank, not without emotion^ 
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and confusion .... she still lay upon his neck « . . he caught 
her up once more in his anna, and pressed a warm kiss upon 
lier lips. The next moment he was at her feet: he took her 
band, and hdd it to his moulh, and cried, 

" Charlotte, will you forgive me ?" 

The loss which he had ventured to give, and which she had 
all hut returned to him, brought Charlotte to herself again— » 
she pressed his hand— hut she did not attempt to raise him 
up. She bent down over him, and laid her hand upon his 
shoulder, and said, 

'^ We cannot now prevent this moment from forming an 
epoch in our lives ; but it depends on us to bear ourselves in 
a manner which shall be woithj of us. You must go away, 
my dear friend ; and you are going. The Count has plans for 
you, to give you better prospects— I am glad, and I am sorry. 
I did not mean to speak of it till it was certain : but this 

moment obliges me to tell you my secret Since it 

does not depend on ourselves to alter our feelings, I can only 
forgive you, I can only forgive mysdf, if we have the courage 
to alter our situation.'* She raised him up, took his arm to 
support herself, and they walked back to the castle without 
speaking. 

But now she was standing in her own room, where she had 
to feel and to know that she was Edward's wife. Her strength 
and the various discipline in which through life she had 
traiaed herself, came to her assistance in the conflict. 
Accustomed as she had always been to look steadily inta 
herself and to control herself , she did not now find it diffi- 
cult, with an earnest effort, to come to the resolution 
which she desired. She could almost smile when she remem- 
bered the strange visit of the night before. Suddenly she 
was seized with a wonderful instinctive feeling, a thnU of 
fearful delight which changed into holy hope and longing. 
She knelt earnestly down, and repeated the oath which she 
had taken to Edward before the altar. 

Friendship, affection, renunciatioh, floated in glad, happy 
images before her. She felt restored to health and to herself. 
A sweet weariness came over hier. She lay down, and sank 
into a calm, quiet sleep.- 
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CHAPTER Xni. 



Sdwabb, on his port, was in a very different temper. So 
little he thought of sleeping that it did not once occur to him 
even to undress himself. A thousand times he kissed the 
transcript of the document, but it was the beginning of it, in 
Ottilie's childish, timid hand ; the end he scarcely dared to 
IdsSy for he thought it was his own , hand which he saw. 
Oh, Ihat it were another document ! he whispered to himself; 
and, as it was, he felt it was the sweetest assurance that his 
highest wish would be fulfilled. Thus it remained in his 
himds, thus he continued to press it to his heart, although 
disfigured by a third name subscribed to it. The waning 
moon rose up over the wood. The warmth of the night drew 
Edward out into the free air. He wandered this way and 
that way ; he was at once the most restless and the happiest 
of mortals. He strayed through the gardens — ^they seemed 
too narrow for him ; he hurried out into the park, and it was 
too wide. He was drawn back toward the castle ; he stood 
under Ottilie's window. He threw himself down on the 
steps of the terrace below. ' Walls and bolts,' he said to 
himself, ' may still divide us, but our hearts are not divided- 
If she were here before me, into my arms she would fall, and 
I into hers ; and what can one desire but that sweet cer- 
tainty!' All was stillness round hiia; not a breath was 
moving ;— ^o still it was^ that he could hear the unresting 
creatures undei^round at their work, to whom day or night 
are alike. He abandoned himself to his delicious <keams ; at 
last he fell asleep, and did not wake till the sun with his 
royal beams was mounting up in the sky and scattering the 
early mists. 

He found himself the first person awake on his domain. 
The labourers seemed to be staying away too long : they came ; 
he thought they were too few, and the work set out for the 
day too slight for his desires. He inquired for more work- 
men ; they were promised, and in the course of the day they 
oame. But these, too, were not enough for him to carry 
his plans out as rapidly as he wished* To do the work gave 
him no pleasure any longer; it should all be done. And 
for whom ? The paths should be gravelled that Ottilie might 
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walk pleasantly upon them ; seats should be made at every 
spot and comer that Ottilie might rest on them. The new 
park house was hurried forwa^ It should be finished for 
Ottilie's birthday. In all he thought and all he did, there was 
no more moderation. The sense of loving and of being loved, 
urged him out into the unlimited. How changed was now 
to him the look of all the rooms, their fumitorey and their 
decorations ! He did not feel as if he was in his own house 
tmy more. Ottilie's presence absorbed everything. He was 
utterly lost in her ; no other thought ever rose before him ; 
no conscience disturbed him ; every restraint which had been 
laid upon his nature burst loose. His whole being centred 
upon Ottilie. This impetuosity of passion did not esc^>e 
ihe Captain, who longed, if he could, to prevent its evil con- 
sequences. All those plans which were now being hurried on 
with this immoderate speed, had been drawn out and calcu- 
lated for a long, quiet, easy execution. The sale of the &na 
had been completed; the first instalment had been paid* 
Charlotte, according to the arrangement, had taken possession ' 
of it. But the very first week after, she found it more than 
usually necessary to exercise patience and resolution, and to 
keep her eye on what was being done. In the present 
hasty style of proceeding, the money which had been set 
apart for the purpose would not go fax. 

Much had been begun, and much yet remained to be done. 
How could the Captain leave Charlotte in such a situation ? 
They consulted together, and agreed that it would be better 
that they themselves should huny on the works, and for this 
purpose employ money which could be made good again at 
tlie period fixed for the discharge of the second instalment of 
what was to be paid for the farm. It could be done almost 
without loss. They would have a freer hand. Everything 
would progress simultaneously. There were labourers enough 
at hand, and they could get more accomplished at once, and 
arrive swiftly and surely at their aim. Edward gladly gave 
his consent to a plan which so entirely coincided with his 
own views. 

During this time Charlotte persisted with all her heart in 
what she had determined for herself, and her friend stood by 
her with a like purpose, manfully. This very circumstance, 
bowever> produced a greater intimacy between them. They 
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spoke openly to one another of Edwtod's passion, and con- 
snlted what had better be done. Charlotte kept Ottilie more 
about herself, watching her narrowly; and the more she 
understood her own heart, the deeper die was able to pene- 
trate into the heart of the poor girl. She saw no help for 
it, except in sending her away. 

It now appeared a happy tbing to her that Luciana had 
gained such high honours at the school; for her great 
aunt, as soon as she heard of it, desired to take her en- 
tirely to herself, to keep her witii her, «nd bring her out 
iirto th© world. Ottilie could, therefore, return thitifier. The 
Captain would leave them weU provided for, and everything 
would be as it had been a few months before ; indeed, m 
many respects better. Her own positioii in Edward's affec^' 
tion, Oiarlotte thought she could soon recover; and she 
■settled it all, and laid it all out before herself so sensibly Ihat 
she only strengthened herself more completely in her ddu- 
«ion, as if it were possible for them to return within their 
old limits, — ^as if a bond which had been violently broken 
could again be joined together as before. 

In the mean time Edwax4 felt very deeply the hindrances 
which wra-e thrown in his way. He soon observed that they 
werC' keeping him and OttiHe separate; that they made it 
difficult for him to speak with her alone, or even to approach 
her, except in the presence of others. And while he was 
angry about this, he Vas angry at many things besides. If 
he caught aii opportunity for a few hasty words with OttiHe; 
it was not only to assure her of his love, but to complain c£ 
Ins wife and of the Captain. He never felt that with his ovm 
irrational haste he was on the way to exhaust the cash-box. 
He found bitter fault with them; because in the execution of 
the work they were not keeping to the first agreement, and 
^et he had been himself a consentii:^ party to the second ; 
mdeed, it was he who had occasioned it and made it 2ieces* 
«ary. 

Hatred is a partisan, but love is even more so. Ottilie 
also estranged herself from Charlotte and the Captain. As 
Edward was complaining ,one day to Ottilie of the latter, 
Baying that he was not treating him like a friend, or, under 
the circumstances^ acting quite uprightly, she answered un- 
thinkingly, *« I have once or twice had a paimul feeling 
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that he was not quite honest with jou: I heard him say 
once to Charlotte, * If Edward would but spare ns that 
eternal £ute of his ! He can make nothing of it, and it is 
too disagreeable to listen to him.' You may imagine how it 
hurt me, when I Hke accompanying you so much." 

She had scarcely uttered the words when her cansdenee 

whispered to her that she had much better have been silent; 

Hawever, the thing was said. Edward's features worked 

violenilj. Never had .an3rtihing stung him more. He was 

touched on his tenderest point. It was his amusement ; he 

followed it like a child. He never made the slightest pre^ 

tensions; what gave him pleasure should be treated with 

forbearance by has friends. He never thotight how intole* 

lable it is for a third person to have his ears lacerated by aa 

unsuccessful talent. He was indignant ; he was hurt in a ! 

way which he could not forgive. He felt himself discharged 1 

from all obligations. . \ 

The necessity of being with Ottilie, of seeing her, whisper- 
ing to her, exchanging his confidence with her, increased with 
every day. He determined to write to her, and ask her te 
earry on a secret correspondence with him. The strip cf 
paper on wliich he had, laconically enough, made his request, 
lay on his writing-table, and was swept oS by a draught of 
wind as his valet entered to dress his hair. The latter was 
in the habit of trying the heat of the iron by picking up any 
scraps of paper whi(£ might be lying about. This time his 
liand fell on the billet; he twisted it up hastily, and it was 
burnt. Edward observing the mistake, snatched it out of 
his hand. After the man was gone, he sat himself down to 
write it over again. The second time it would not run so 
readily off his pen. It gave him a little uneasiness ; he 
hesitated, but he got over it. He squeezed the paper into 
Ottilie's hand the first moment he was able to approach her. 
Ottilie answered him immediately. He put the note unread 
in his waistcoat pocket, which, being made short in the 
fr»hion of the time, was shallow, and did not hold it as it 
ought. It worked out, and feU without his observing it on 
tiie ground. Charlotte saw it, picked it up, and after giving 
a hasty glance at it^ reached it to him. 

** Here is something in your handwriting, " she said^ 
** which you may be sorry to lose." 
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He was confounded. Is she dissembling ? he thought to 
himself. Does she know what is in the note, or is she 
deceived by the resemblance of the hand ? He hoped, he 
believed the latter. He was warned — doubly warned ; but 
those strange accidents, through which a higher intelligence 
seems to be speaking to us, his passion was not able to 
interpret. Bather, as he went further and further on, he felt 
the restraint under which his Mend and his wife seemed to 
be holding him the more intolerable. His pleasure in their 
society was gone. His heart was closed against them, and 
though he was obliged to endure their society, he could not 
succeed in re-discovering or in re-animating within his heart 
anything of his old affection for them. The silent reproaches 
which he was forced to make to himself about it, were dis- 
agreeable to him. He tried to help himself with a kind of 
humour which, however, beii^ without love, was also without 
its usual grace. 

Over aU such trials, Charlotte found assistance to rise in her 
own inward feelings. She knew her own determination. Her 
own affection, fair and noble as it was, she would utterly 
renounce. 

And sorely she longed to go to the assistance of the other 
two. Separation, she knew well, would not alone suffice to 
heal so deep a wound. She resolved that she would speak 
openly about it to Ottilie herself. But she could not do it. 
The recollection of her own weakness stood in her way. 
She thought she could talk generally to her about the sort of 
thing. But general expressions about '^the sort of thing/ 
fitted her own case equally well, and she coidd not bear to 
touch it. Every hint which she would give Ottilie, recoiled 
back on her own heart. She would warn, and she was obliged 
to feel that she might herself still be in need of warning. 

She contented herself, therefore, with silently keeping the 
lovers more apart, and by this gained nothing. The slight 
hints which frequently escaped her had no effect upon OttiHe ; 
for Ottilie had been assured by Edward that Charlotte was 
devoted to the Captain, that Charlotte herself wished for a 
separation, and that he was at this moment considering the 
readiest means by which it could be brought about. 

Ottilie, led by the sense of her own innocence along the 
road to the happiness for which she longed, only lived for 
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Edward. Strengthened by her love for him in all good» moTB 
light and happy in her work for his. sake, and more fi-ank and* 
open towards others, she found herself in a heaven upoo> 
earth* 

So all tc^ether, each in his or her own fashion, reflecting 
or unreflecting, they continued on the routine of their lives- 
All seemed to go its ordinary way, as, in monstrous cases,, 
when everything is at stake, men will still live on, as if it? 
were all nothing. 



CHAPTER XrV. 

Ik the mean time a letter came from the Count to the^ 
Captain — ^two, indeed— one which he might produce, holding 
out fair, excdlent prospects in the distance ; the other con^ 
taining a distinct offer of an immediate situation, a place of 
high importance and responsibility at the Court, his rank as 
Major, a very considerable salary, and other advantages. A 
number of circumstances, however, made it desirable that 
for the moment he should not speaJ^ of it, and consequently 
he only informed his friends of his distant expectations, and 
concesded what was so nearly impending. 

He went warmly on, at the same time, with his present oc^ 
cupation, and quietly made arrangements to secure the works 
being all contiaued without interruption after his depar- 
ture. . He was now himself desirous that as much as possible 
should be finished off at once, and was ready to hasteQ 
things forward to prepare for Ottihe's birthday. And so, 
though without having come to any express understanding, 
the two friends worked side by side together. Edward was 
now well pleased that the cash-box was filled by their having 
taken up money. The whole affair went forward at fullest 
speed. 

The Captain had done his besit to oppose the plan of 
throwing the three ponds together into a single sheet of 
water. The lower embankment would have to be made 
much stronger, the two intermediate embankments to be 
taken away, and altogether, in more than one sense, it seemed 
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a veiy qucatianable proceeding. HoweTer, both these schemes 
had been abready iindertaken; the soil which was removed 
above, being carried at once down to where it was wantedi 
And here there came opportmiely on the scene a young 
architect, an old pupil of the Captain, who partly by intro- 
ducing workmen who understood work of this nature, and 
partly by himself, whenever it was possible, contracting for 
l&e work itself, advanced things not :a little, while at the 
same time they could feel more confidence in their being 
securely and lastingly executed. In secret this was a great 
pleasure to the Captain. He could now be confident that his 
absence would not be so severely felt. It was one of the 
points on which he was most resolute with himself, never to 
leave anything which he had taken in hand uncompleted, 
unless he could see his place satisfactorily supplied. And he 
<$ould not but hold in small respect, persons who introduce 
confusion around themselves only to make their absence felt, 
and are ready to disturb in wanton selfishness what they will 
not be at hand to restore. 

So they laboured on, straining every nerve to make OttiHe's 
birthday splendid, without any open acknowledgment that 
this was what they were aiming at, or, indeed, without their 
directly acknowledging it to tiiemselves. Charjotte, wholly 
free &om jealousy as she was, could not think it right to keep 
it as a real festival. Ottilie's youth, the circumstances of her 
fortune, and her relationship to their family, were not at all 
such as made it fit that she ^ould appear as the queen of the 
day; and Edward would not have it talked about, because 
everything was to spring out, as it were, of itself, with a 
natural and delightful surprise. 

They, therefore, came all of them to a sort of tacit under* 
standing that on this day, without further circumstance, the 
new house in the park was to be opened, and they might 
take the occasion to invite the neighbourhood and give a 
holiday to their own people. Edward's passion, however, 
knew no bounds. Longing as he did to give himself to 
Ottilie, his presents and his promises must be infinite. 
The birthday gifts which on the great occasion. he was to 
offer to her seemed, as Charlotte had arranged them, far too 
insignificant. He spoke to his valet, who had the care of his 
wardrobe, and who consequently had extensive acquaintance 
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ttDioiig the tailors and mercere and fashionable miUiiiers ; and 
be, who not only understood himself what valuable presents 
•were, but also the most graceful way in which they should be 
offered, immediately ordered an elegant box, covered with 
red morocco and studded with steel nails, to be filled with 
presents worthy of such a shell. Another thing, too, he sug- 
gested to Edward. Among the stores at the castie was a small 
ishow of fireworks which had never been let off. It would be 
easy to get some more, and hove something readly fine. 
Edward caught the idea, and his servant promised to see im 
its being executed. This matter was to remain a secret. 

While this was going on, the Captain, as the day drew 
nearer, had been maMng arrangements for a body of pohoe to 
be present — a precaution which he always thought desirable 
when large numbers of men are to be brought together. And, 
indeed, against beggars, and against all other, inconveniences 
by which the pleasure of a festival can be disturbed, he had 
made effectual provision. 

Edward and his confidant, on the contrary, were mainly 
occupied with their fireworls. They were to be let off on 
'fhe side of the middle water in front of the great ash-tree. 
The pasrty were to be collected on the opposite side, imder 
€he planes, that at a sufficient distance from the scene, in 
ease and safety, they might see them to the best effect, with 
ihd reflections on the water, Ihe water-rockets, and floating^ 
lights, and all the other designs. 

Under some other pretext, Edward had the ground under- 
neath the plane-trees cleared of bushes and grass and moss. 
And now first could be seen the beauty of their forms, 
together with their fall height and spread, right up from the 
earth. He was delighted with them. It was just this very 
time of the year that he had planted them. How long ago 
eould it have been ? he said to Irimself. As soon as he got 
home, he turned over the old diary books, which his father, 
especially when in the country, was very careful in keepings 
He might not find an entry of this particular plantmg, but 
another important domestic matter, which Edward well re- 
membered, and which had occtnred on the same day, would 
«nrely be mentioned. He turned over a few volumes. The 
circumstance he was looking for was there. How amazed, 
haw overjeyed he was, when he discovered the stianestg 
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coincidence! X^^e ^^J ^^^ the year on which he had 
planted those trees, was the very day, the very year, wbei^ 
Ottilic was born. 



CHAPTER XV. 

The long-wished-for momin^ dawned at lasib on Edwara; 
and very soon a number of guests arrived. They had sent 
out a hirge number of invitations, and many who had missed 
the laying of the foundation-stone, which was reported to have 
been so charming, were the more careful not to be absenjk 
on the second festivity. 

Before dinner the carpenter's people appeared, with music, 
in the court of the castle. They bore an immense garland of 
£owers, composed of a number of single wreaths, winding isx 
and out, one above the other; saluting the company, they 
made request, acording to custom, for silk handkerchiefs and 
jibands, at tiie hands of the fair ses, with which to dress 
themselves out. When the castle party went into the dining<- 
hall, they marched off singing and shouting, and after amusing 
themselves a while in the viSage, and coaxing many a riband 
out of the women there, old and young, they came at last, 
with crowds behind them and crowds expecting them, out 
upon the height where the park-house was now standing. 
Aiter dinner, Charlotte rather held back her guests. She did 
not wish that there should be any solemn or formal proces* 
sion, and they found their way in little parties, broken up, 
as they pleased, without rule or order, to the scene of action. 
Charlotte staid behind with Ottilie, and did not improve 
matters by doin^ so. For Ottilie being really the last that 
appeared, it seemed as if the trumpets and the clarionets had 
only been waiting for her, and as if the gaieties had been 
ordered to commence directly on her arrival. 

To take off the rough appearance of the house, it had been 
hung with green boughs and flowers. They had dressed it 
out in an architectural fashion, according to a design of the 
Captain's; only that, without his knowledge, Edward had 
desired the Architect to work in the date upon the cornice in 
:flowers, and this was necessarily permitted tp remain. The. 
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Captain had only arrived on the scene in time to prevent 
Ottilie's name from figuring in splendour on the gable. The 
beginning, which had been made for this, he contrived to 
torn skiSuUy to some other use, and to get rid of such of 
the letters as had been already finished. 

The garland was set up, and was to be seen far and wide 
about the country. The flags and the ribands flattered gaily 
in the air ; and a short oration was, the greater part of it, 
dispersed by the wind. The solemnity was at an end. There 
was now to be a dance on the smooth lawn in front of the 
building, which had been enclosed with boughs and branches. 
A gaily-dressed working mason took Edward up to a smart- 
looking girl of the village, and called himself upon Ottilie, 
who sto^ out with him. These two couples speedily found 
odiers to follow them, and Edward contrived pretty soon 
to change partners, catching Ottilie, and making the round 
with her. The younger part of the company joined merrily 
in the dance with the people, while the elder among them 
stood and looked on. 

Then, before they broke up and walked about, an order was 
given that they should all collect again at sunset under the 
plane-trees. Edward was the first upon the spot, ordering 
everything, and making his. arrangements with his valet, who 
was to be on the other side, in company with the firework- 
maker, managing his exhibition of the spectacle. 

The Captain was flar from satisfied at some of the prepa- 
rations which he saw made ; and he endeavoured to get a 
word with Edward about the crush of spectators which was 
to be expected. But the latter, somewhat hastily, begged 
that he might be allowed to manage this part of the day's 
amusemjents himself. 

The upper end of the embankment having been recently 
raised, was still far from compact. It had been staked, but 
there was no grass upon it, and the earth was uneven and 
insecure. The crowd pressed on, however, in great num- 
bers. The sun went down, and the castle party was served 
with refreshments imder the plane-trees, to pass the time 
till it should have become sufficiently dark. The place was 
approved of beyond measure, and they looked forward to 
frequently enjoying the view over so lovely a sheet of water> 
on future occasions* 
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A calm erening, a perfect abselice of wind, promised every- 
thing in faTour of ^e spectacle, when suddenly loud and 
violent shrieks were heard. Large masses of the earth had 
given way on the edge of the embankment, and a number of 
people were precipitated into the water. The pressure from 
the throng had gone on increasing till at last it had become 
more than the newly-laid soil would bear, and the bank bad 
&llen in. Everybody wanted to obtain the best place, and 
now there was no getting eitiier backwards or forwards. 

People ran this and Hb&t way, more to see what was 
going on than to render assistance^ What eould be done 
when no one could reach the place? 

The Captain, with a few determined parsons, hurried down 
and drove the crowd off the embankment back upon the shore ; 
in order that those who were really of service might have 
free room to move. One way or another they contrived ta 
seize hold of such as were sinking ; and with or without as- 
sistance all who had been in the water were got out safe upon 
the bank, with the exception of one boy, whose struggles in^ 
his fright, instead of bringing him nearer to the embankment, 
had o^y carried him further from it. His strength seemed 
to be failing—now only a hand was seen above the surface, 
and now a foot. By an unlucky chance the boat was on the 
opposite shore filled with fireworks— it was a long business to 
imload it, and help was slow in coming. The Captain's reso- 
lution was taken; he flung off his coat; all eyes were 
directed towards him, and his sturdy vigorous figure gave 
every one hope and confidence : but a cry of surprise rose out 
of the' crowd as they saw him fling himself into the water — 
every eye watched him as the strong swimmer swiftly reached 
the boy, and bore him, although to appearance dead, to the 
embanboient. 

Now came up the boat. The Captain stepped in and exa- 
mined whether there were any still missing, or whether they 
were aU safe. The surgeon was speedily on the spot, and took 
charge of the inanimate boy. Charlotte joined them, and 
entreated the Captain to go now and take care of himself, to 
hurry back to the castle and change his clothes. He would 
not go, however, till persons on whose sense he could rely, 
who had been close to the spot at the time of the accident^ 
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and who had assisted in saving those who had fallen in» 
assured him that all were safe. 

Charlotte saw him on his way to the house, and then sh^ 
remembered that the wine and the tea, and everything else 
which he could want, had been locked i^, for fear any of the 
servants should take advantage of the disorder of the hoUday, 
as on such occasions they are too apt to do. She hurried 
through the scattered groups of her company, which were 
loitering about the plane-trees. Edward was there, talking to 
every one — ^beseeching every one to stay. He woidd give the 
signal directly, and &.e fireworks should begin. Charlotte 
went up to him, and entreated him to put off an amusement 
which was no longer in place, and which at the present mo- 
ment no one could enjoy. She reminded him of what ought 
to be done for the boy who had been saved, and for his pre* 
server. 

" The surgeon wiU do whatever is right, no doubt," replied 
Edward. *'He is provided with everything which he can 
want, and we should only be in the way if we crowded about 
him with our anxieties." 

Charlotte persisted in her opinion, and made a sign to 
Ottilie, who at once prepared to retire with her, Edward 
seized her hand, and cried, " We will not end this day in a 
lazaretto. She is too good for a sister of mercy. Without 
us, I should think, the half-dead may wake, and the living dry 
themselves." 

Charlotte did not answer, but went. Some followed her— 
others followed these : in the end, no one wished to be the 
last, and all followed. Edward and Ottilie found themselves 
alone under the plane-trees. He insisted that stay he would, 
earnestly, passionately, as she entreated him to go back with 
her to the castle. " No, Ottilie !" he cried ; ** &e extraordi- 
nary is not brought to pass in the smooth common way — ^the 
wonderful accident of this evening brings us more speedily 
together. You are mine — ^I have often said it to you, and 
8wom it to you. We will not say it and swear it any more 
—we will make it be." 

The boat came over from the other side. The valet was in 
it — he asked, with some embarrassment, what his master 
.wished to have done with the fireworks ? 
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« Let them off!" Edward cried to hiin : " let tliem off !— 
It was only for you that they were provided, Ottilie, and you 
rshall be the only one to see them ! Let me sit beside you, 
•and enjoy them with you." Tenderly, timidly, he sate down 
at her side, without touching her. 

Rockets went hissing up — cannon thundered — ^Roman can- 
tQes shot out their blazing balls — squibs flashed and darted — 
wheels spun round, first singly, then in pairs, then all at once, 
faster and faster, one after the other, and more and more toge- 
ther. Edward, whose bosom was on 6re, watched the blazing 
spectacle with eyes gleaming with delight ; but Ottilie, with 
her delicate and nervous feelings, in all this noise and fitful 
blazing and flashing, found more to distress her than to please. 
."She leant shrinking against Edward, and he, as she drew to 
him and clung to him, felt the delightful sense that she 
belonged entirely to him. 

The night had scarcely reassumed its rights, when the 
moon rose and lighted their path as they walked back. A 
figure, with his hat in his hand, stepped across their way, 
and begged an alms of them— in the general holiday he 
said that he had been forgotten. The moon shone upon his 
face, and Edward recognized the features of the importunate 
beggar ; but, happy as he then was, it was impossible for him 
■to be angry with any one. He could not recollect that, espe- 
cially for that particular day, begging had been forbidden 
under the heaviest penalties — ^he thrust his hand into his 
pocket, took the first coin which he found, and gave the fellow 
a piece of gold. His own happiness was so unbounded that 
he would have liked to have shared it with every one. 

In the mean time all had gone well at the castle. The skill 
of the surgeon, everything which was required being ready at 
hand, Charlotte's assistance — all had worked together, and the 
boy was brought to life again. The guests dispersed, wishing 
to catch a glmipse or two of what was to be seen of the fire- 
works from the distance ; and, after a scene of such confusion, 
trere glad to get back to their own quiet homes. 

The Captain also, after having rapidly changed his dress, had 
taken an active part in what required to be done. It was now 
all quiet again, and he found himself alone with Charlotte — 
gently and affectionately he now told her that his time for 
leaving them approached. She had gone through so much 
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tiiat eTening, that tUs diik^overj made but a slight impremoa 
upon her— ^e had seen how her Mend could sacrifice him- 
self ; how he had saved another, and had himself been saved. 
These strange incidents seemed to foretell an important future 
to her — ^but not an unhappy one. 

• Edward, who now entered with Ottilie, was informed at 
once of the impending departure of the Captain. He sus* 
pected that Charlotte had known longer how near it was ; but 
he was &r too much occupied wi& hunself, and with his own 
plans, to take it amiss, or care about it. 

On the contrary, he listened attentively, and with signs of 
pleasure, to the account of the excellent and honourable posi« 
tion in which the Captain was to be placed. The course of 
the future was huirieid impetuously forward by his own secret 
w^es. Already he saw the Captain married to Charlotte, 
and himself married to Ottilie. It would have been the 
richest present which any one could have made him, on the 
occasion of the day's festival ! 

' But how surprised was OttiHe, when, on going to her 
room, she foimd upon the table the beautifdl box I Instantly 
she opened it ; inside, all the things were so nicely packed and 
arranged, that she did not venture to take them out, she scarcely 
even ventured to lift them. There were muslin, cambric, silk, 
shawls and lace, all rivalling each other in delicacy, beauty, 
and costliness — ^nor were ornaments forgotten. The intention 
had been, as she saw well, to furnish her with more than one 
complete suit of clothes : but it was all so costly, so little Uke 
what she had been accustomed to, that she scarcely dared, 
ev^i in thought, to believe it could be really for her. 



CHAPTER XVL 

The next morning the Captain had disappeared, having left 
a grateful, feeling letter addressed to his friends upon his table. 
He and Charlotte had already taken a half leave of each other 
the evenii^ before— she felt that the parting was for ever» 
and she resigned herself to it ; for in the Count's second let- 
ter, which the Captain had at last shown to her, there was a 
hint of a prospect of an advantageous marriage, and, althou^ 

H 
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tekadfModxio atteotioB to it at all, elie aeeepted it Ibr « 
good » eertain, aad gave hiat up fiimiy^and fi^. 

Now, thorefare, she thought that she had aright to require 
of o^em the same eootrol otct tiaemsehes vAdx^ she had 
exercised herself: it had not been inqaoniMe to hor, and it 
ought nottoi be impoflsible to them. With this £eeHi^ she 
he^ the conTersation witii her hasband; and die enteied 
vpon it the more openly and easlj, from a sense Ihat tibe 
qnestioa most now, onee for all, be decisively sel at rest 

"Our friend has left w," she said; ** we are now onee 
more together as we were — and it depends upon onrs^res 
whether weehoose to return altogeliier into our old pootioou'* 

Edward, who heard nothing exeept what flattered his own 
passion, bdiered that CSiaidotte, in these words, was alluding 
to her previous widowed st^te, and, in a roundaboot way, was 
making a suggestion for a separation ; so that he answezed, 
with a laugh, *^ Why not? all we want is to oome to an un-> 
derstanding.'' But he found himseif sorely enough unde- 
ceived, as Chariotte continued, *' And we have now a choice 
of of^>ortunities for plaeing OttiHe in another situatioB* Two 
openings have offered themselves for her, either of which wiU 
do very welL Either she Can return to the school, as my 
^i^hter has left it and is with her great-aant ; or die cm 
be xeceived into a desirable faxoafyr where, as the eompaniim 
of an cnly child, she will enjoy aU the advantages of a 8<did 
education." 

Edward, with a tolerably sueoessf al efibrt at ecmmanding 
himself, rqilied, **• OttiHe has heea so much spoilt, by livmg 
so long wi^ us here, that dbe will scarc^ nk^ to leavens 
now." 

^*^ We have all of us been too much spoilt," said Charlotte; 
'^^ and yourself not least. This is an epoch which requires us 
seriously to bethink ourselves. It is a solemn warning to us 
to consider what is really for the good of all the members of 
our little circle-— and we oursdves must not be afraid of 
making sacrifices." 

**At any rate I cannot see that it is right that OttiHe 
dioold be made a sacrifice,^' replied Edward; '' and that 
vfonki be the case if we were now to allow her to be sent away 
among strmgers. The Captain's good genius has sought him 
OBthoro— we can £9el easy, we can feel hMppf^ at seeing km 
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levve us; but lAo cm tdl wbat msj to befiae OttOie? 
Tbeie is no oooHkm lor haste." 

^^MVhat is befoe us is snfficiemily dear," Charlotte aa<* 
ffweied, witii aonie emotum; and as she was detemumed to 
kvie it aU oat at ooBe, she went on : *^ You lave OttOie; . 
every day you are becoming more attached to her. Areci- 
piocal fe^Bg is naing on her side as wdl, and feeding itself 
in the same way. Why should we not acknowledge in words 
what efery horn makes obvious? and are we not to have 
^e commosi prudence to ask ouselves in what it is to 
endP' 

1 1^ We may not be able to find an answer on the moment,'* 
replied Edward, collecting himself; "but so much may be 
sud, thai if we eamiot &aixAj tell what will come of it, we 
may reagn ouradTes to wait and see what the future maty tell 
us about if' 

*<No greait wisdom is required to prophesy here," answered 
Charlotte; ^and, at any rate, we ougiht to &el that you and 
I are past tibe i^ wh^i people may walk blindly where thq^ 
ahotild not or ought not to go. Th^re is no one else to take 
eare of us— we must be our own Mends, our own managen. 
No one expeets us to ecmmiit ourselves in an outrage upon 
decency : no cme «q)eets that we are going to esqpose our- 
selves to censure or to ridicule." 

"How can you so mistake me?" said Edward, imable to 
rqity to his wife's dear, open words. ** Can you find it a&ult 
in me, if I am anxious about OttiHe's happiness? I do not 
mean future happiness— -no one can count on that — but what 
38 present, pail^c^)le, and immediate. Consider, don't deceive y^- 
yoursdf ; consider frankly Ottilie's case, torn away fix>m us, >f; 
and sent to Hve among strangers; I, at least, am not crud^'^'^' 
enoi^h to propose such a chai^ for her t" 

dmrlotte saw too dearly into her husband's intentions, 
through this disguise. For the first time she fdt how &r he 
bad estranged hunself tram her. Her voice shook a little—- 
<* Will Ottilie be happy if she divides us?" she said. ''Ifshe 
diqprives me of a husband, and his children of a father !" 

^ Our duldren, I should have thoi^ht, were suflSdently 
provided for," saidEdward, witka coldsmile; adding, ralfaer 
Hxnre kiadfy, ^'but iriiy at once expect the ver^ worst?" 

** The very worst is too sure to follow this passkm of yaan^** 

B 2 
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returned Charlotte : " do not refuse good advice wliile there 
is yet time ; do not throw away the means which I propose to 
save us. In troubled cases those must work and help who see 
the clearest — ^this time it is I. Dear, dearest-Edward ! listen to 
me— can you propose to me, that now at once I shall renounce 
my happiness ! renounce my fairest rights ! renounce you !" 

^^ Who says that ?'' replied Edward, with some emoaiiass- 
ment. 

^' You, yourself/' answered Charlotte ; *' in determining to 
keep Ottilie here, are you not acknowledging everything which 
must arise out of it ? I will urge nothing on you — ^but if you 
cannot conquer yourself, at least you will not be able much 
longer to deceive yourself." 

; Edward felt how right she was. It is fearful to hear spoken 
out, in words, what the heart has gone on long permitting to 
itself in secret. To escape only for a moment, Edward an- 
swered, ** It is not yet clear to me what you want." 

"My intention," she replied, "was to talk over with you 
these two proposals^— each of them has its advantages. The 
school would be best suited to her, as she now is; but the 
other situation is larger, and wider, and promises more, when 
I think what she may become." She then detailed to her 
husband circumstantially what would lie before Ottilie in each 
position, and concluded with the words, " For my own part I 
should prefer the lady's house to the school, for more reasons 
than one; but particularly because I should not like the affec- 
tion, the love indeed, of the young man there, which OttiHe 
has gained, to increase." 

Edward appeared to approve ; but it was only to find some 
means of delay. Charlotte, who desired to commit him to 
a definite step, seized the opportunity, as Edward made no 
immediate opposition, to settle Ottilie's departure, for which 
she had already privately made all preparations, for the next 
day. 

"Edward shuddered— he thought he was betrayed. His 
"wife's affectionate speech he fancied was an artfully Contrived 
trick to separate him for ever fi:om his happiness. He appeared 
to leave the thing entirely to her ; but in his heart his reso- 
lution was already taken. To gain time to breathe, to put off 
the immediate intolerable misery of Ottilie's being sent away, 
J^ determined to leave his house. He told Chaiiotte he was 
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going; \mt he liad Uinded her to his real reason, by telling^ 
ker that he would not be present at Ottilie*8 departure ; m^ 
deed, that, fixnn that moment, he would see her no moxe* 
Charlotte, who believed that she had gained her point, ap* 
proved most cordially* He ordered his horse, gave his valet 
the necessaiy directions what to pack up, and where he should 
follow him ; and then, on the point of departure, he sa^ down 
and wrote: 

'^Ebwabb to Chaslottk. 

*' The misfortune, my love, which has befallen us, may or 
may not admit of remedy ; only this I feel, that if I am not at 
once to be driven to despair, I must find some means of delay 
for myself, and for all of us. In making myself the sacrifice, 1 
have a right to make a request. I am leaving my home, and 
I only return to it under happier and more peaceful auspices. 
While I am away, you keep possession of it — hut with Ottilie. 
I choose to know that she is with you, and not among stran* 
gers. Take care of her ; treat her as you have treated her— 
only more lovingly, more kindly, more tenderly ! I promise 
that I will not attempt any secret intercourse with hen- 
Leave me, as long a time as you pl^se, without knowing any- 
thing about you. I will not allow myself to be anxious — ^nor 
need you be imeasy about me : only, with all my heart and soul, 
I beseech you, make no attempt to send Ottilie away, or to 
introduce her into any other situation. Beyond the circle of 
the castle and the park, pkced in the hands of strangers, she 
belongs to me, and I will take possession of her ! K you have 
any regard for my affection, for my wishes, for my sufferings, 
you w5l leave me aJone to my madness: and if any hope 
of recovery from it should ever hereafter offfer itself to me, I 
win not resist." 

This last sentence ran off his pen — ^not out of his heart. 
Even when he saw it upon the paper, he began bitterly to 
weep. That he, under any circumstances, should renounce' 
the happiness— even the wretchedness— of loving Ottilie ! He 
only now began to feel what he was doing — ^he was gomg away 
witnout knowing what was to be the result* At any rate he 
was not to see her again nou7-*with what certainty could' 
he promise himself that he would ever see her again ? But 
the letter was written— the horses were at the door ; every^ 
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mmmt he WM afraid he mig^ see Ottilie aonewbeze, and 
film his whdb pxnrpose would go to the winds. He collected 
hfansctf— he remenusered, that, at anj rate, he would be ahfe 
to retam at any moment he pleased; and that, by his 
absence he would have adTsnced nearer to his wiidiess on 
liie other side, he pictored Ottilie to himsdf ISoreed to leave 
liie house ifhe stayed. He sealed the letter, ran down die 
steps, and sprang upon lus horse. 

As he rode past the hotel, he saw the beggar to whom he had 
given so much money the night be&re, sitting under the trees : 
we man was busy einoying his dinner, and, as Edward passed^ 
stood up, and made nim the humblest obeisanoe. That figure 
had appeared to him yesterday, when Ottilie was on his arm; 
now it only served as a bitter reminiscenoe of the happiest 
hour of his life. His grief redoubled. The feeling of what 
he was leaving behind was intolerable. He looked i^axn at 
the besgar. ^' Happy wretch !" he cried, ** yon can stiU feed 
upon u^ alms of yesterday-«and I cannot any more on the 
happiness of yesterday !" 



CHAPTER XVn. 

Ottilie heard some one ride away, and went tp the win- 
dow in time just to catch a sight of Edward's back. It was 
strai^, she thought, that he should have left the house with- 
out seeing her, without having even vrished her good morning. 
She grew uncomfortable, and her anxiety did not rfimiTilA 
when Charlotte took her out for a long viralk, and talked of 
Tarious other things ; but not once, and apparently on par- 
pose, mentioning her husband. When they returned she 
fimid the table £id only with two covers. 

It is unpleasant to miss even the most trifling thing to which 
we hftve been accustomed. In serious ^ings such a loss be- 
oomes misexaUy painfoL Edward and the Captain wpe not 
Ihexe. Thefirst time, for a long while, Oiarlotte satjl at ihe 
head of the table hendf-^aoid it seemed to Ottilie & if she 
was deposed. The two ladies ealj^ oj^Kssite each other; Char- 
lotte talked, without the least embarrassment, oftheCaptaitt 
and his appointment, and of the little hope there was ef aee* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MLSCnWM AmKITIBS. IdS 

ag Um aMia ixr a loi^ time. Tke ooly oomlbrt Ottilie 
OMldfiflMrlitodf ivism the idea that Edwaid had liddea 
after hft lieikl, to aoeonpany him a part c^ his joomey. 

On rifliDg jfrom table, however, they «aw Edward's traiF^ 
Iii^aniag^aiidertiiewiDdow. C3iadotte, a little as if she 
was p^ 01^ adnd who had had it brought loimd there. 8he 
was tokiit was the Tsiet, who had some things there to pack 
up. It leqaired all Otiilie's sd^KMnmaand to ooneeal her 
wnderand her distiesB. 

31i0fairtoBaaei]i,aiidadBedif they would be so good as 
is let him haive a dnakiiig cop of his master's, a pair of silTer 
spoons, aad a immber of o<her things, whiehseeoMBd to Ottilie 
to imply that he was gone aome distance, and would be away 
AraloDgtiBae. 

Charlotte gave him a very cold dry answer. She did Mt 
know what he Beant— he had evoytiiing belonging to his 
masteronderhisowBoare. What the man wanted was to speak 
a word to Ottilie, and on some pretence or oilier to get her 
ont of the room; he made some derer excuse^ and persisted 
inhisr«|ae8tso&r that OttiHe asked if she should go to 
look for the things Ibr him? But Charlotte quietly said <hat 
fliie had better not. Hie yalet had to depart, and the eanrii^ 
toUedaway. 

It waa a dreadfid moment for Ottilie. She understood 
nothing — comprehended nothing. She could only fSed that 
Bdvifaid had been parted from her for a ki^ time. Ghaxiotte 
felt for her actuation, and left her to harseHl 

We will not attempt to deseiibe what she went through, 
or how (die wqpt. She saffered infinitely. She prayed that 
God would help her only over Ihia one day. The day passed, 
and the night, and when she came to herself i^ain dbe felt 
herself a changed being. 

^le had not grown eomposed. She was not lesigned, bat 
after hairing lest what rite had lost, she was stiU aliire, and 
there was still something for her to isar. Her anxiety, afiber 
letuming to conseiDnsnesB, waa at onoe lest, now that tibe 
gentlemen wexe gone, she might be sent away too. She 
never guessed at Edwaxd's Ihreats, whidi had secured her 
nsnainittg with her annt. Tet Charlotte's maaa«r served 
partially to reassure her* The latter exerted heiaelf to lind 
r the poor girl, and hardly eT€r,-4iever, if she 
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could help it»— left her 6at of her sight ; and though cihe 
knew well how little words can do s^ainst the po. * of pas* 
sion, yet she knew, too, the sure l£ough slow im. ce of 
thought and reflection, and therefore misled no oppoxtonity 
of inducing Ottilie to talk with her on every variety of subject 

It was no little comfort to Ottilie when one day Charlotte 
took an opportunity of making (she did it on purpose) the 
m^e obsenratipn, '^ How keenly grateful people were to us 
when we were able by stilling and calming them to help them 
out of the entanglements of passion I Let us set cheerfully* to 
work," she said, *^ at what &e men have 1^ incomprete: we 
shall be preparing the most charming surprise for them when 
they return to us, and our temperate proceedings will hiEive 
carried through and executed what their impatient natures 
would have spoilt" 

'' Speaking of temperance, my dear aunt, I cannot help 
saying how I am struck with the intemperance of men^ 
particularly in respect of wine. It has often pained and 
distressed me, when I have observed how, for hours together^ 
clearness of understanding, judgment, considerateness, and 
whatever is most amiable about them, will be utterly gone, 
and instead, of the good which they might have done if they 
had been themselves, most disagreeable things sometimes 
threaten. -How often may not wrong, rash determinations 
have ansen entirely from that one cause !" 

Charlotte assented, but she did not go on with the subject. 
She saw only too clearly that it was Edward of whom Ottilie 
was thinking. It was not exactly habitual with him, but 
he allowed himself much more firequently than was at all 
desirable to stimulate his enjoyment and his power of talk-* 
ing and acting by. such indulgence. If what Charlotte had 
just said had set Ottilie thinking again about men, and 
particularly about Edward, she was all the more struck and 
startled when her nimt began to speak of the impending 
marriage of the Captain as of a thing quite settled and 
acknowledged. This gave a totally different aspect to afSurs 
£rom what Edward had previously led her to entertain. It 
made her watch every expression of Charlotte's, every hint^ 
every action, every step. Ottilie had become jealous, sharp* 
eyed, and suspicious, without kndwing it. 

Meanwhile, Charlotte with her clear glance looked through 
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the whole mefxmtuiceB of their sitiuitkm, and made arrange* 

ments irhich would provide, among other adTsntages, fidl 

emplojmeiit for Ottilie. She oontracted her household, not 

parsimonioaslj, but into narrower dimensions ; and, indeed, 

in one point of view, these moral aberrations might be taken 

for a not unfortunate accident. For in the style in which 

they had been going on, they had fallen imperceptibly into 

extravagance; and from a want of seasonable reflection, from 

the rate at which they had been livii^, and fit>m the variety 

of schemes into which they had been launching out, their 

fine fortune, which had been in excellent condition, had been 

sluiken, if not seriously injured. ' 

The improvements which were going on in the park she did 

not interfere with ; she rather sought to advance whatever 

might form a basis for future operations. But here, too, she 

assigned herself a limit. Her husband on his return should 

still find abundance to amuse himself with. 

In all this work she could not sufficiently value the assist- 
ance of the young architect. In a short time the lake lay 
stretched out under her eyes, its new shores turfed and planted 
witfarthe most discriminating and excellent judgment. The 
rough work at the new house was all finished. Everything 
winch was necessary to pix>tect it from the weather she took 
care to see provided, and there for the present she allowed it 
to rest in a condition in which what remained to be done could 
hereafter be readily commenced s^in. Thus hour by hour she 
recovered her spirits and her cheerfulness. Ottilie only seemed 
to have done so. She was only for ever watching, in all that 
was said and done, for symptoms which might show her 
whether Edward would be soon returning : and this one 
thought was the only one in which she felt any interest. 

It was, therefore, a very welcome proposal to her when it 
was suggested that they should get together the boys of the 
peasants, and employ them in keeping the park clean and neat. 
Edward had long entertained the idea. A pleasant-lpoking 
sort of uniform was made for them, which they were to put 
on in the evenings, after they had been properly cleaned and 
washed. The wardrobe was kept in the castle; the more 
sensible and ready of the boys themselves were entrusted 
with the management of it — the Architect acting as chief 
director. Jn a very short time, the children acquired a 
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Idod of ofaazsctor. It was fifimd easy to mnid HbBta. iaio 
what was desired; and thej weat throBgh their wozk not 
without a sort of manoeixvie. As thefr marcdusd akmg, with 
tiieir garden shears, their long-haadled pninuig kaiT^Sy tbeir 
rakes, their little qiades and hoes, and sweepbg faromsB ; 
otfaen foUowii^ after these with baskets to carry c^lte stones 
and rubbish ; and others^ last (tf all, trailing Bkmg the heawy 
iron roller — ^it was a thcoonghly pretty, dd^^tiiil proeesaiim. 
Tbe Architect observed in it a beautiM series of sitaations 
and occapatians to omament the friese of a garden house. 
Ottilie, on the oUier hand, oonld see nothing in it but a kind 
of parade, to salute t&e masterof the bouse <m his near retorsu 

And tins stimulated h^, and made her wish to b^;in some- 
thing of the sort herself. They had befoxe endeavoured to 
encoux^e the girls of the village in knitting, and sewing, wad 
q;iinning, and whatever else women could do; and since what 
Imd been done for the im^x)fv»n€nt of tlie village itself 
there had been a perceptible advance in these descriptions of 
industry. Ottilie bad^ven whatassistaaee was in her power, 
but ahe had giv^i it at random, as <^pQirtunity or incunatioa 
prompted lu^ ; now she thou^ she would go to woik more 
satisactoriiy and m^lxodically. But a company is not to be 
fi«med out of a number of girls, as easily as out of a nmnber 
of boys. She followed her own good sense, and, without 
being exactly conscious of it, her effi^rts were acMy directed 
towuds connecting every gid as doeely as possible eadi with 
ber own borne, her own parents, brotfaera and aiaters: and 
ahe succeeded with many of them. One lively little creature 
onty was incessantly complained of as shewing no edacity 
§x work, and as never likely to ^ any thing if ahe were left 
at home. 

Ottilie could not be angiy with tbe girl, fbor to bersdf the 
little thing was especially attached— -ahe dung to her, went 
after her, and ran di)outwith her, whenev^shewaspomitted 
— and tiien she would be active and dieeiful and never tire. 
It aj^eared to be a necessity of the child's nature to hang 
about a beautiful mistress. At first, Ottilie allowed ber to 
be her companion; thrai eke herself began to feel a sOrtof 
affection for ber; and, at last, they never parted at all, and 
Nanny attended her mistress wherever tHae went. 

The latter*s footsteps were often beiLt toward the gaxd^ 
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ivliexefiielilDedioirBtdithebeniiiMi^^ li'wm 

just the end of tiie im^beny and cherrj mman^ the few ie« 
mabn of wlikih were BO Uttle delight to Naany. OntiieotJiflr 
Izees tfafife wbs a promiBe ai a nagidficeiit bearing Ibr Ifae 
antimm, and the gaidaier talked of nothing but likinaflter; 
and how he widied Ihat he might be at home to enjoy it. 
. Ottffie codd liatm to Ihe good old man for ever! He tho- 
loog^ miderstood his bnsineas ; and Edward-^Edirazd— » 
Edw«ni---wa8 lor ever the theme of his praise i 

Ottilie observed, how w^ all the grafts which had been 
budded in the spring had taken. ^* I omy wish," the gardener 
answered, '' vay^ good master may come to enjoy them. If 
he woe here Ims antimm, he would see what beemtifiil sorts 
tiieie axe in the dd eastie garden, whieh the late lord, his 
honoured &ther, put there. I think the fruit gardeners that 
are now don't soooeed as well as the Carthusians used to do. 
We find many fine names in the catalogue, and then we 
bud from them, and bring up the riioots, and, at last, when 
Ihey eome to bear, it is not worth while to hacve sudi tzees 
stancEng in our gaarden." 

Over and oTer again, whenever the fidUxfol old eervaatsaw 
OttiHe, he asked when his master might be expected home; 
and when Ottilie had nothmgto tell him, he would look vexed, 
and let her see in his manner that he thou^t she did not 
care to t^ him: the sense of tmeertainty which was thus 
fi»eed upon her became painful beyond measure, and yet 
die could never be absent from these beds and bord^ \¥faat 
she and £idvraid had sown and planted together were now in 
fiill flower, requiring no further care from her, except that 
Nanny shoald be at hand with the watering-pot ; and who 
diall say with what sensations she watched the later flowers, 
which were just beginning to show, and which were to be ia 
the bloom of their beauty <m Edward's birthday, the holiday 
to which she had looked forward with such eagerness, when 
these flowers were to have expressed her aflleotion and her 
gratitude to him ! — ^but the hopes which she had formed of 
tiiat festival were dead now, and doubt and anxiety never 
ceased to haunt the soul of the poor girl. 

Into real open, hearty understanding with Charlotte, there 
was no more a chance of her being able to return; for,, 
indeed, the position of these two ladies was very different^ 
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If thiiigs could remain in their old state-— if it were possible 
that they could return again into the smooth, even way of calm 
ordered life, Charlotte gained everything ; she gained happi- 
neiss for the present, and a happy future opened before her. 
On the other hand,for Ottilie aU was lost— one may say, all; for, 
she had iirst found in Edward what life and happiness meant ; 
and, in her present position, she felt an infinite and dreary 
ehasm of which before she could haye formed no conception. 
A heart which seeks, feels well that it wants something; 
a heart which has lost, feels that something is gone — ^its yearn- 
ing and its longing changes into uneasy impatience— -and a 
woman's spirit, winch is accustomed to waiting and to en^^ 
during, must now pass out from its proper sphere ; become 
actiye, and attempt and do something to make its own happi^ 



Ottilie had not given up Edward — ^how could she ? — ^although 
Charlotte, wisely enough, in spite of her conviction to the con* 
trary, assumed it as a thing of course, and resolutely took it 
as decided that a quiet rational regard was possible between 
her husband and Ottilie. How often, however, did not Ottilie 
remain at nights, after bolting herself into her room, on her 
knees before the open box, gazing at the birthday presents, 
of which as yet she had not touched a single thing — ^not cut 
out or made up a single dress ! How often with tiie sunrise 
did the poor girl hurry out of the house, in which she once had 
found all her happiness, away into the free air, into the coun» 
try which then had had no charms for her. — ^Even on the solid 
earth she could not bear to stay *. she would spring into the 
boat, and row out into the middle of the lake, and there, draw- 
ing out some book of travels, lie rocked by the motion of the 
waves, reading and dreaming that she was far away, where 
she would never fail to find her friend — she remaining ever 
nearest to his heart, and he to hers. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

It maj easily be supposed that the strange, busj gentle- 
man, whose acquaintance we have already made^-Mittler-*- 
as soon as he received information of the disorder which had 
broken out among his friends^ felt desirous, though neither 
side had as yet ctdled on him for assistance, to fulfil a friend's 
part towards them, and do what he could to help them in 
their misfortune. He thought it advisable, however, to wait 
first a little while; knowing too well, as he did, that it was 
more difficult to come to the aid of cultiyated persons in their 
moral perplexities, than of the uncultivated. He. left them, 
therefore, for some time to themselves ; but at last he could 
withhold no longer, and he hastened to seek out Edward, on 
whose traces he had already lighted. His road led him to a 
pleasant, pretty valley, with a range of green, sweetly-wooded 
meadows, down the centre of which ran a never-failing stream, 
sometimes winding slowly along, then tumbling and rushing 
among rocks and stones. The hills sloped gently up on either 
side, covered with rich corn-fields and well-kept orchards. 
The villages were at proper distances from each other. The 
whole had a peaceful character about it, and the detached 
scenes seemed designed expressly, if not for painting, at least 
for life. 

At last a neatly-kept farm, with a clean, modest dwelling- 
house, situated in the middle of a garden, fell under his eye. 
He conjectured that this was Edward's present abode ; and 
he was not mistaken. 

Of this our friend in his solitude we have only thus much 
to say — that in his seclusion he was resigning himself utterly 
to the feeling of his passion, thinking out plan after plan, 
and feeding f imself With innumerable hopes. He could not 
deny that he longed to see Ottilie there ; that he would like 
to carry her off there, to tempt her there ; and whatever else 
(putting, as he now did, no check upon his thoughts) pleased 
to suggest itself, whether permitted or unpermitted. Then 
his imagination wandered up and down, picturing every sort 
of possibility. If he could not have her there, if he could 
not lawfully possess her, he would secure to her the ws- 
«essionof the property for her own. There she should live 
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{or herself, silently, independenHy; ^ she should be happy in 
that spot-HSometimes his self-tortimng mood would lead him 
^irdier — ^be happy in it, perhap, with another. 

80 days flowed away in increasing oscillation between hope 
and su&ring, between tears and nappiness — ^between pur« 
poses, preparations, and despair* The sight of Mittler did 
not surprise him ; he had long expected that he would come; 
«nd now that he did, he was partly welcome to him. He 
believed that he had been sont by Charlotte. He had pre- 
pared himself with all manner of excuses and delays; and if 
these would not s^rve, with decided refusals ; or else, perhaps, 
he might hojpe to leaxn something of Ottilie,- an d then ne 
would be dear to him as a messenger from heayen. 

Not a little vexed and annoyed was Edward, therefore, 
when he understood thai Mittler had not come &om the 
casde at all, but of his own free accord. His heart closed 
np, and at first the conversation would not open itself. 
Mittler, however, knew very well that a heart that is occu. 
pied with kve has an urgent necessity to express itself— to 
pour out to a friend what is passing witfaon it; and he 
allowed himself therefore, after a few speeches backwards 
and forwards, for this once to go out of nia character, and 

ey the confidant in place of the mediator. He had calcu- 
id justly. He had been finding &nlt in a good-natured 
way with Edward, for burying himself in that lonely plac», 
iqpon which Edward replied : 

•< I do not know how I could qpend nn^ time more agree- 
ahty. I am alwi^ occu]»ed with her; I am always dose to 
her. I have the inestimable comfort of bein^ able to thii^ 
where Ottilie is at each momgit-— where she is going, where 
she is standing, where she is repgsing. I see her moving 
and acting before me as usual; ever doing or designing 
somediing which is to give me jj^easure. But this wiU not 
always answer; for how can I be happy away firom her? 
And then my &ncy begins to work; I think what Ottilie 
flhoulddotooHnetome; I write sweet, loving letters in her 
name po myself and then I answer them, and keep the sheets 
together. I have promised that I will take no steps to sedc 
lier; andthatpraniaelwillkeep. Bui what binds her, that 
eheiduwld make no advances to me? Has Charlotte had the 
iMzbaciiy to exact a pemise^ to exact an oath firom her, not 
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to imte to me, Bfit to send Bie a woid, a hu^ aboat lienelf ? 

Very Hkelf she liafi. It is only natural ; and yet to me it is 

msamkrtmB, h k hoadkle. U ahe lo^es me at I think, aa I 

know Hat ahe doea— wky doea ahe not zesohe, why does 

a&e not TCDtoe to fiy to me, and thiow hcraelf into my anna ? 

I often think she ought to do it ; and eiie ooold do it. If I 

erer hear a noise in the hall, I look towMda the door. It 

msist be her— die is comii^ — ^I lode up to see hmr. Alaa ! 

became the possflble is impoasible, I let myself imagine that 

the mqpossilile mnat become possible. At night, when I lie 

avaie^ and the lamp flii^ an uneertain l^ht about the 

room^ her form, her spirit, a sense of her presence, sweeps 

over me, approaches m^ seizes me. It is but £<x a moment; 

it is that I soay have an assurance that she is thinking 

of me, that she is mme. Only one pleasare remains to 

ma When. I was with her I nerer dreamt of her; now 

when I am &7 awvjr, and, oddly enough, since I haye made 

the acquaiatence of other attraetiYe persons in this neigh* 

bourhood, foe the first time, her figure appears to me in 

my dreams, as if she would say to me, ' Look on them, 

and OB me. Ton will find none more beiutiful, more lovdy 

than I.' And so die is present in every dream I haTe. In 

whaterer hag^^na to me with her, we are woTen in and 

in together. Now we are subscribing a contract togedier. 

There vr Ji^r hand, yn^l there ia mine; there ia her name, 

and there is mine; mid they moTe one into the other, and 

seem to deTour each other. Sometimes she does something 

winch injures the pure idea which I have of her; and 

then I feel how intensely I love her, by the iraiescnbable 

angoidi which it causes me. Again, unlike herself ahe will 

TiSy and iFex me; and then at once the figure chaoses— her 

sweet, nnmd, heayenly &ce ^raws out; it ia not her, it ia 

aaother; but I he TBsed, dissatisfied and wretched. Lax^ 

not, dear MMer, or laugh on aa you wiH I am not 

a^amed of tins attachment, of thb— ^f you please to call it 

so— fooHdi, firantiG passknu No, I never loved before. It k 

only !nQw that I know what to kve means. Till now, what I 

have'ealled life waa nothing but its prelude — anniacmeni^ 

SrttohmthetiaBewith. I never lived till I knew her, 
I loved her— entirely and only loved her. Peofde have 
«Aea said of me, not to my £m^ but behind my back» that ia 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



112 6Q£THir« 

most things I was bat a botcher and a bunffl^. It may be 
80 ; for I had not then found in what I could show myself a 
master. I should like to see the man who outdoes me in the 
tident of love. A miserable life it is, full of anguish and 
tears ; but it is so natural, so dear to me, liiat I could hardly 
change it for another." 

Edward had relieyed himself slightly by this violent un* 
loading of his heart. But m doing so every feature of his 
strange condition had been brought out so clearly before his 
eyes, that, overpowered by the pain of the struggle, he burst 
into tears, which flowed all the more freely as his heart had 
been made weak by telling it all. 

Mittler, who was the less disposed to put a check on his 
inexorable good sense and strong, vigorous feeling, because 
by this violent outbreak of passion on Edward's part he saw 
himself driven &r from the purpose of his coming, showed 
sufficiently decided marks of hi& disapprobation^ Edward 
should act as a man, he said ; he should remember what 
he owed to himself as a man. He should not forget that 
the highest honour was to command ourselves in misfortune; 
to bear pain, if it must be so, with equanimity and self* 
coUectedness. That was what we should do, if we wished 
to be valued and looked un to as examples of what was 
right. " 

Stirred and penetrated as Edward was with the bitterest 
feelings, words like these could but have a hollow, worthless 
bound. 

'* It is well," he cried, ^^for the man who is happy, who 
has all that he desires; to talk ; but he would be ashamed of it 
if he could see how intolerable it was to the sufPerer. Nothing 
'short of an infinite endurance would be enough, and easy and 
contented as he was, what could he know of an infinite agony? 
There are cases," he continued, " yes, there are, where com- 
fort is a lie, and despair is a duty« Go, heap your scorn upon 
the noble Greek, who weU knows how to delineate heroes, 
when in their anguish he lets those heroea weep. He has 
even a proverb, ' Men who can weep are good.' Leave me, 
all you with dry heart and dry eye« Curses on the happy, to 
whom the wretched serve but for a spectacle. When body and 
Boul are torn in pieces with agony, they are to bear it— -yes, 
to be noble and bear it, if they are to be allowed to go off the 
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•scene with applause. lAke tbe gladiators, they must die 
gracefiilly before the eyes of the multitude. My dear Mittler, 
I thank you' for your visit; but really you would oblige me 
much, if you wotdd go out and look about you in the garden. 
We will mefet again. I will try to compose myself, and 
become more like you.*' 

Mittler was unwilling to let a conversation drop which it 
might be difficult to begin again, and still persevered. 
Edward, too, was quite ready to go on with it; besides that 
of ifeeif, it was tending towards the issue which he desired. 

** Indeed," said the latter, '*this thinking and arguing 
backwards and forwards leads to nothing. In this very con- 
versation I myself have first come to understand myself; I 
liave first felt decided as to what I must make up my mind 
to do. My present and my future life 1 see before me; I 
hare to choose only between misery and happiness. Do you^ 
my best friend, bring about the- separation which must take 
place, which, in fact, is already made ; gain Charlotte's con- 
sent for me. I will not enter upon the reasons why I believe 
there will be the less difficulty in prevailing upon her. You, 
my dear Mend, must go. Go, and give us aU peace ; make 
us all happy." 
Mittler hesitated. Edward continued : 
"My fate and Ottilie's cannot be divided, and shall not be 
shipwrecked. Look at this glass ; our initials are engraved 
upon it. A gay reveller flung it into the air, that no one 
should drink of it more. It was to fall on the rock and be 
dashed to pieces ; but it did not fall ; it was caught. At a 
high price 1 bought it back, and now I drink out of it daily — 
to convince myself that the connection between us cannot be 
broken; ihat destiny has decided." 

*' Alas, ala»!" cried Mittler, ** what must I not endure with, 
my firiends i Here comes superstition, which of all things I 
hate the worst— the most mischievous and accursed of all the 
plagues of mankind. We trifle with prophecies, with fore- 
bo£ng6, and dreams, and give a seriousness to our every-day 
life with them ; but when the seriousness of life itself begins 
to show, when everything around us is heaving and roiling, 
then coiiie in these spectres to make the storm more 
terrible." 

** In this uncertainty of life,"cried Edward, " poised as it is: 

X 
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between hope and f ear« leave the poor beart its guding-gte* 
It mav gase toiwards it^ if it cannot steer towaida it" 

*' Yea, I miglit leave it; and it would be Tery well," replied 
ICtder, *' if tbexe were but one oonseqnence to expect; bat I 
baye always found that nobodj will attend to symptoms of 
warning. Man cares for nothmg except what flatters him 
imd promisee him fiur ; and his faith is aliYe exclusiyely Ibr 
the sunny side." 

Mittler, finding himself carried off into the shadowy 
regions, in which the longer he remained in them, the more 
uncomfortable he always felt, was the more ready to assent to* 
Edward's eager wish that he should go to Charlotte. Indeed, 
if he stayed, what was there further which at that moment 
he could urge on Edward i To gain time, to inquire in what 
state things were with the ladies, was the best thing which 
eyen he hmiself could suggest as at present possible* 

He hastened to Charlotte, whom he found as usual, eabn 
and in good i^irits. She told him readily of eTerytibinsr 
which hM OQcmred; for from what Edward had said be bad 
only been able to gather the effects* On his ownside» be &lt 
his way with the utmost caution* He could not prevail upon 
himself eyen cursorily to mention the word separation* It 
was a surprise, indeed, to him, but from his point of Tiew an 
unspeakably delightfid one, when Charlotte, at the end of a 
number of unpleasant things, finished with saying : 

*' I must believe, I must hope, that things will all work 
round again, and that Edward will return to me. How can 
it be otherwise, as soon as I become a mother ?" 

^' Do I understand you right ?" returned Mittkr* 

" Perfectly," Charlotte answered. 

" A thousand tiiQCS blessed be this news !" he cried, ehisp* 
iag his hands together. *^ I know the strength of thia azgu-^ 
ment on the nund of a man. Many a marriage have I seen 
first cemented bj it, and restored again when broken* Sucha 
{[ood hope as this is worth more thvi a thousand words* Now 
indeed it is the best hope which we can have* For myself, 
though," he continued, '^ I have all reason to be vexed about 
it In this case I can see clearly no self-love of mine will 
be flattered* I shall earn no thsuiks from you by my ser-* 
vices ; I am in the same case as a certain medical friend of 
sune^ who succeeds in all cures which be undertakes with the 
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^j9ortothelov«(rfGod; bat can sdAna do anjihing lor the 
rich who win pay him. Here, thank God, the thing cnrea 
itself, aflier all my talking and trying had proved frnitleflB.'* 

Charlotte now asked him if he would cany the news to 
Edward : if he would take a letter to him from her, and then 
see what should be done. But he declined undertaking this. 
^^ AH 18 done," he cried ; *^ do yon write vonr l^tep— any 
messenger will do as well as I — ^I will come back to wish yon 
joy. I wiH come to the christening !" 

For this relbsal she was Texed witii himr— as she ftequenti^ 
was. Mb eager impetuona diaracter brought about mud^ 
good ; bat his orer-haste was the occasion of many a failaze. 
Noone was more d^iendent than he on the impresdons whidi 
he formed on the moment. 

Charlotte's messenger came to Edward, who received him 
half in terror. The letter was to decide his fate, and it might 
as well contain No as Yes. He did not venture, for a loug 
time, to open it. At last he tore off the cover, and stood 
petrified at the following passage, with which it concluded : 

*' Eemember the night-adventure when you visited your wife 
as a lover — how you drew her to you, and clasped her as a 
weU-bdoved bride in your arms. In this strange accident let 
OS revere the providence of heaven, which has woven a new 
link to bind us, at the moment when the happiness of our lives 
was threatening to fall asunder and to vanish.'' 

What passed from that moment in Edward's soul it would 
be difficult to describe ! Under the weight of such a stroke, 
old habits and fancies come out again to assist to kill the time 
and fill up the chasms of life. Hunting and fighting are an 
ever-ready resource of this kind for a nobleman; Edward 
longed for some outward peril, as a counterbalance to the 
storm within him. He craved for death, because the burden 
of life threatened to become too heavy for him to bear. It 
comforted him to think that he would soon cease to be, and 
so would make those whom he loved happy by his departure. 

No one made any difficulty in his doing what he purposed 
•—because he kept his intention a secret. He made his will 
with all due formalities. It gave him a very sweet feeling to 
secure Ottilie's fortune — ^provision was made for Charlotte, 

I 2 
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for the unborn child, for the Captain, and for the servants. 
The war, which had again broken out, favoured his wishes : 
he had disliked exceedingly the half-soldiering which had 
'&llen to him in his youth, and that was the reason why he 
had left the service.. Now it gave him a fine exhilarating 
feeling to be able to rejoin it, under a commander of whom 
it coidd be said, that under his conduct death was likelyj and 
-Tictory was sure. 

OttUie, when Charlotte's secret was made known to her, 
'bewildered by it, like Edward, and more than he, retired into 
herself — she had nothing further to say : hope she could not^ 
and wish she dared not. A glimpse into what was passing in 
her we can gather &om her Diary, some passages of which we 
think to commimicate. 
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Th£X£ often happens to us in common life what, in an 
epic poem, we are accustomed to praise as a stroke of art in 
the poet ; namely, that when the chief figures go off the 
scene, conceal themselves or retire into inactivity, some 
other or others, whom hitherto we have scarcely observed, 
come forward and fill their places. And these putting out all 
their force, at once fix our attention and sympathy on them* 
selves, and earn our praise and admiration. 

Thus, after the Captain and Edward were gone, the 
Architect, of whom we have spoken, appeared every day a 
more important person. The ordering and executing of a 
number of undertakings depended entu*ely upon him, and he 
proved himself thoroughly understanding and businesslike in 
the slyle in which he went to work ; while in a number of 
other ways he was able also to make himself of assistance to 
the ladies, and find amusement for their weary hours. His- 
outward air and appearance were of the kind which win 
confidence and awd^e affection, A youth in the full sense 
of the word, well-formed, tall, perhaps a little too stout; 
modest without being timid, and easy without being 
obtrusive, there was no work and no trouble which he was 
not. delighted to take upon himself; and as he could keep* 
accounts with great facihty, the whole economy of the house-*^^ 
hold soon was no secret to him, and everywhere his salutary 
influence made itself felt Any stranger who came he was 
commonly set to entertain, and he was skilful either at: 
dedining unexpected visits, or at least so far preparing the* 
ladieis for them as to spare them any disagreeableness. 

Among others, he had one day no little trouble with a- 
yooDg lawyer, who, had been sent by a neighbouring noble*^ 
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man to fgpesk about a matter vhieb, although of no particular 
moment, yet touched Charlotte to the quick. We have to 
mention this incident because it gave occasion for a number 
of things which otherwise might perhaps have remained long 
imtouehed. 

We remember certain alterations which Charlotte had 
made in the churchyard. The entire body of the monuments 
had been removed from their j^aces, and had been ranged 
along the walls of the church, leaning against the strii^- 
course. The remaining space had b^ leyelled, except a 
broad walk which led up to the church, and ,past it to the 
oppoEdte gate; and it had been all sown with yarioin kinds 
ef trefoil, whiidi had shot up and flowered most beautifully. 

The new graTcs were to follow one after another in a 
regular order from the end, but the sipot on each occaskm 
was to be carefully smoothed over and i^;ain sown. No one 
eould deny that on smidays and holidays when the pec^ 
went to dmrch the diange had given it a most cheerful and 
pleasant appearance. At the same time die clergyman, aa 
old man and dinsing to old customs, who at first had not 
been especially ]^eased with the alteration, had become 
tiioarougUy del^hted with it, all the more because when lie 
sat out like Philemon with his Baucis under tiie old Hnfaa 
trees at his back door, instead of the humps and mounds he 
had a beautiful clean lawn to look out upon; and whidi, 
moreover, Charlotte having secured the use of the spot to tlie 
Parsonap;e, was no littie ccmvenience to his househduL 

Notwitiistanding this, however, many members of the 
ecMigiegation had been displeased that the means of marking 
tiie spois where their fbrd&thers rested had been removed, 
and all memorials of them thereby obliterated. However 
wdl preserved the monuments mi^t be, they could oidy shew 
who had been buried, but not where he had been buried, and 
the toherey as many maintained, was everything. 

Of this opinion was a funily in the nei^bomfaood, wko 
fat many years had been in possession of a oonsideieble vault 
&r a general resting-place of themsdves and their relatioDS, 
and in consequence had settied a small annual som lor the 
use of the drarch. And now tiiis yoong lawyer had beea 
sent to caned tins settlement, and to diow that Ins client did 
not intend to pay it any more, because the eonditioii i 
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iiUchitliadbeeiildtbertDiiiade had not beeaobwrved by 
the oilier pertjr, and no regird hid beea paid to objcotioii 
and reiooinstnnee. Chadotte, who was ihB origiiisftor of the 
alfeetatum hend( dioae to speak to the yamg man, who in a 
decided though not a violent mannery laid down Ihe grounds 
on whieh hk client proceeded, and gavo oeoasion in what ho 
said te araefa serious reflection. 

''Yon see/' he said, after a sli{^t introduction^ in whidh 

he sooght to justify his peremptarinesB ; '* you see, it is right 

for tbe lowest as well as for the highest to mark the spot 

which holds those who are dearest to him. The poorest 

peasant, who buries a child, finds it some consolation to plant 

a light wooden cross upon the grave, and hang a garland 

upon it, to keep alive the memorial, at least as long as the 

sooow remains; although such a mark, Uke the mouzmii^p 

irill pass away^ with time. Those better off chai^ the 

cross of wood into iron, and ^ it down and guard it in 

various vmys ; and here we have endurance lor many yeank 

But because this too will sink at last, and become invisibie» 

those who are able to bear the expense see nothing fitter than 

to raise a atone whidi shall promise to endure for generation8> 

and mtieh can be restored and made fresh again by posterity* 

Tet this stone it is not which attaracts us ; it is that which is 

contained beneath it, which is entrusted, where it stands, to 

the earth. It is not the memorial so much of which we 

«peak, as of the person himself; not of what once was, but of 

what is. Far better, far more dosel^r^ can I embrace some 

dear departed one in ^e mound which rises over his bed, than 

iha monnmental writing which only tells us that once he was. 

in itself indeed, it is Imt little ; bat around it, as around a 

central mark, the wife, the husband, the kinsman, the Mend» 

after their departure, shall gather in wun; and the living 

shall have the ri^t to keep &r off aU strangers and evil* 

wishers fhnn the side of the dear one who is sleeping there. 

' ^ And, therefore, I hold it quite fiiir and fittu^ that mv 

mincipal shall withdraw his grant to you. It is, indeed^ 

out too reasonable that he should do it, for the membenof his 

floni^ are injured ia a way for which no compensation 

eould be even proposed. They are deprived of the sad sweet 

ifwiings of laymg ofiinings on the remains of their dead, and 

of the one comfort in tl^lr sorrow of one day lying down at 

Iheir side." 
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' ^" lie matter is not of that imfxxrtaaice/* Charlotte nxmr&seii 
*^11iat we should disquiet ourselves aV>ut it fvuth the Texatiott 
of a law- suit. I regret so little what I have done, that J ynll 
gladly myself indenmify the church for what it loses through 
you. Only: I must confess candidly to you, your arguments 
have not.. convinced me ; the pure feeling of an universal 
equality at last, after death, seems to me more composii^ than 
this hard determined persistence in our personalities andiu 
the conditions and circumstances of our Uvea. What do you 
say toit ?" she^added, turning to the Architect. 
. " It is not for me," replied he, " either to argue, or tor 
attempt to judge in such a case. Let me venture, however, 
to say what my own art and my own habits of thinkuig 
suggest to me. Since we are no longer so happy tis to be 
able to press to our breasts the the in-umed remains of those 
we have loved, since we are neither wealthy enough, nor of 
cheerful heart enough to preserve them undecayed in large 
elaborate sarcophagi; since, indeed, we cannot even iind 
place any more for ourselves and ours in the churches, and 
are banished out into the open air, we all, I think, ought to 
approve the method which you, my gracious lady, have intro^ 
duced. If the members of a common congregation are laid out 
side by side, they are resting by the side of, and among their 
kindred; and, if the earth be once to receive us all, I can find 
nothing more natural or more desirable than that the mounds, 
which, if they are thrown up, are sure to sink slowly in again 
together, should be smoothed oE at once, and the covering, 
which ail bear alike, will press lighter upon each." 
. " And is it all, is it all to pass away," said Ottilie, " with- 
out one token of remembram^e, without anything to call back 
fliepast?" 

^ " By no means," continued the Architect ; " it is not from 
cenojembrance, it is from place that men should be set free> 
The architect, the sculptor, are highly interested that men 
ishould .look to their art — ^to their hand, for a continuance of 
their being; and, therefore, J should wish to see well- 
designed, well-executed monuments ; not sown up and down 
l>y themselves at random, but erected :aU in a iHngle spot, 
where they can promise themselves endurance. Inasmuch as 
even the good and the great are contented to surrender the 
privilege of resting in person in the churches, we may, al 
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least, «rect there or in some fair hall near tte l)iu7ing place^: 
eitJber monuments or monumental writings. A. thousand 
forms might be suggested for them, and a thousand oma-. 
ments with which they might be decorated/' 
: " If the artists are so rich," replied Charlotte, " then tell 
me. how it is that they are never able to escape from little 
obeliisks, dwarf pillars, and urns for ashes ? Instead of your: 
tbouaand forms of which you boast, I have never seen any- 
thing but a thousand repetitions." 

"It is very generally so with us," returned the Architect, 
^' but it is not imiversal ; and very likely the right taste and 
the proper application of it may be a peculiar art. In this case. 
especiaUy we have this great difficulty, that the monument, 
must be something cheerful and yet commemorate a solemn 
subject; while its matter is melancholy, it must not itself be 
melancholy. As regards designs for monuments of aU kinds, 
I have collected numbers of them, and I will take some oppor-. 
tunity. of showing them to you.; but at all times the fairest 
memorial of a man remains some likeness of lumself. Thia» 
better than anything else, wiQ give a notion of what he was ; 
it is the best text for many or for few notes, only it ought to 
be made when he is at bis best age, and that is generally 
neglected ; no one thinks of preserving forms while they are 
alive, and if it is done at aU, it is done carelessly and incom- 
pletely : and then comes death ; a cast is taken swiftly off 
the face; this mask is set upon a block of stone, and that is 
wjiat is called a bust. How seldom is the artist in a position 
tp put any real life into such things as these !" 

"You have contrived," said Charlotte, " without perhaps, 
knowing it or wishing it, to lead the conversation altogether 
in my favour. The likeness of a man is quite independent ; 
everywhere that it stands, it stands for itself, and we do not. 
require it to mark the site of a particular grave. But I must 
a^cknowledge to you to having a strange feeling ; even to 
likenesses I have a kind of disinclination. Whenever I see. 
them they seem to be silently reproaching me. They point. 
to something far away from us, — gone &om us; and they, 
remind me how difficult it is to pay right honour to the 
present. If we think how many people we have seen and. 
ki^own, and consider how little we have been to them and 
how' little they have been to us, it is no very pleasant. 
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icfleotioD. We ham met « num of genius ^muSbcat h^viag 
etgofed much with hain,^*-« leazned man withoat himag 
leamt from himy-^^ tmvdler wsdiout having been xnstraoted, 
«— a man to loye without haviog riurwn him any kindness. 

** And, nnhappily, tins is not the case only with aocid^tal 
meetings. Sooeties and ikmilies behaye in the same way 
towGffds iheir deaiest members, towns towards their worthiest 
citizens, people towards their most admirable princes, natums 
towards their most distingnished men. 

** I have heard it asked why we heard nothing but good 
spdLcn of the dead, while of the living it is never without 
some exception. It should be answered, because from the 
fimo^ we have nothing any more to fear, while the latter 
may still, here or there, fiill in our way. So unreal is our 
ansoety to preserve the memory of others,^->generally no 
mn^te than a mere s^sh amusemeiEt; and the real, holy, 
earnest feeling, would be what should prompt us to be more 
^tiJigent and assiduous in our attentkms toward those who 
still are left to us." 



CHAPTEE 11. 

VnTMOL the stimulus of this accident, and of the conversa* 
tbns which arose out of it, they went the following day to 
look over the buiying-place, for the ornamenting of whidh 
and relieving it m some degree of its sombre look, the 
architect made many a happy proposal. His interest too 
had to extend itself to the diurch as well ; a building which 
had caught his attention frmn tl^ moment of his arri^. 

It haa been standing for many centuries, built in old 
German style, the proportions good, the decorating ela» 
borate and excellent; and one might easily gather wA tho 
architect of the neighbouring monastery liad left the stamp 
of his art and of his love on this smaller building also ; it 
worked on the beholder with a solemnity and a sweetness, 
although the change in its internal ariungements fer the 
Protestant service, had taken from it sometiang of its repose 
and majesty. 
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Tkt Arcbxteei ftttod o» gnit diflkaUy in pravaffiag en 
Caaaiifltte to giie Ibm a coMidenlile imii oi miaoej to nitom 
HextenaUy and intenuiIlTy in the a^mal spirit^ and tliiiSyaB 
lie ihao^fstf to Ub^ it into bawp o P T witk the leaiu f ec ticii^ 
field which kji&fEwt of it He had Umsdf mneh maetical 
ddn, and a isw kboarars ifho were atiU hos^ at the lodge, 
xsi^t easSy be kept together, vitil this pknis w«Mrk t09 
fihoold be eompleted. 

The baildiBg teelf, HuatttoKe, with all its e&Tiroiia, and 
whatoTer was attadied to ity ifas now carefully and th^^ 
exasdned; and thai flhowed its^, to the greatest surprise 
and delight of the architeet, a lit^ side <dttpel, which no* 
bodj had thougjit o^ bea«tifolly aad delicately proportioned^ 
and difi^ymg still greater care and pains in its cfecoratkau 
It eoBtaaned at the same time many xemzumts, carved and 
piunted, of the implements used in the old seivioes, when 
the different festiTsb were distinguished by a variety of 
pietures and ceremonies, and eadi was oddbiated in its own 
peeoliar s^le. 

It was impossible for him not at ooce to take this du^pd 
into his plan; and he determined to bestow especial pasns 
OB the restoring of this little spot, as a memorial of old 
times, and of t&ir taste. He saw exactly how he wenU. 
like to have the vaeant surfaces of the walls ornamented^ 
and ddi^ted hiimelf with the prospect, of exereismg hia 
taloit f<nr painting upon them; but of this, at first, he made 
a secret to the rest of the party. 

Before doing anything else, ne folfiUed his promise of dtow- 
ix^ the ladies the various imitations of, and designs from, old 
mcmuments, vases, and other such things which he had made^ 
and when ^ey came to speak of the simple borrow-sepuU 
dures of the northern nations, he brought a collection oC 
weapons md implemaits which had been found in them. 
He had got them exceedingly nicely and conveniendy 
arranged in drawers and compartments, laid on boards cut to 
fit th^ and covered over with cloth; so that thesesoksnn 
old things, in the way he treated thm, had a smart ^eissy 
appearance, and it was like lookii^ into the box of a tiidket 
merchant. 

Having onee begun to show hn cariosities, and finding them 
prove scrvioeable to entertain our friends in their lon^iaess; 
evo? evening he wodd produce one or other of his t 
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lliey were most of them of German origin^-'piinces ot metal^ 
old coins, seals, and such like. All these thinga directed the; 
imagination back upon old times; and when at last they 
eame to amuse themselves with the first specimens of printing, 
woodcuts, and the earliest oopper^plate engraving, and when- 
the church, in the same spirit^ was growing out, every day,- 
more and more in form and colour. like the past, they had^ 
almost to ask themselves whether they really were living in a 
modem time, whether it were not a dream, that manners, cus- 
toms, modes of life, and convictions were all really so changed. ' 

. After such preparation, a great portfolio, which at last he' 
produced, had the best possible effect. It contained indeed ; 
principally only outlines and figures, but as these had been 
traced upon original pictures, they retained perfectly their; 
ancient diaracter, and most captivating indeed this character 
was to the spectators. All the figures breathed only the 
purest feeling; every one, if not noble, at any rate was 
good; cheerful composure, ready recognition of One above 
us, to whom all reverence is due ; silent devotion, in love and 
tiranquil expectation, was expressed on every face, on every 
gesture. The old bald-headed man, the curly-pated boy, the 
light-hearted youth, the earnest man^ the glorified saint, the 
angel hovering in the air, all seemed happy in an innocent, 
satisfied, pious expectation. The commonest object had a 
trait of celestial life; and every nature seemed adapted to 
the service of God, and to be, in some vray or other, employed 
upon it. 

- Towards such a region most of them gazed as towards a 
vanished golden age, or on some lost paradise ; only perhaps^ 
Ottilie had a chance of finding herself among beings of her 
own nature. Who could offer any opposition when the 
Architect asked to be allowed to paint the spaces between 
the arches and the walls of the chapel in the style of these old 
pictures ; and thereby leave his own distinct memorial at a 
place where life had gone so pleasantly with him ? 

. He spoke of it with some sadness, for he could see, in the 
state in which things were, that his sojourn in such delightM 
society. could not last for ever; indeed, that perhaps it would 
now soon be ended. 

: For the rest,' these days were hot rich in incidents ; yet full 
of occasion for serious entertainment. We therefore take 
the opportunity of communicating something of the remarks^* 
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.^hich Otdlie noted down among her manuscripts, to which 
we cannot £nd a fitter transition than through a simile ^ich 
•auggested itself to us on contemplating her exquisite pages. 

There is, we are told, a curions contrivance in tiie- serriee 
of the English marine. The ropes in use in the royal navy, 
i^om the largest to the smallest, are: so twisted that a red 
thread rons tibrongh them from end to end, which cannot be 
extracted withoat imdoing the whole ; and by which the 
smallest pieces may be recognized as belonging to the crown. 

Just so is there drawn through Ottilie's diary, a thread of 
attachment and affection which connects it all together, and 
characterizes the whole. And thus these remarks, these 
observations, these extracted sentences, and whatever else it 
may contain, were, to the writer, of peculiar meaning. Even 
the few separate pieces which we select, and transcribe will 
sufficiently explain our meaning. 

IBOM OTTILIE's DIAKT. 

*' To rest hereafter at the side of those whom we love is the 
most delightful thought which man can have when once he 
looks out beyond the boimdary of life. What a sweet 
expression is fixat — * He was gathered to his fathers !' " 

^' Of the various memorials and tokens which bring nearer 
to us the distant and the separated — none is so satisfactory 
as a picture. To sit and talk to a beloved picture, even 
though it be unlike, has a charm in it, like the charm which 
there sometimes is in quarrelling with a friend. We feel^ 
in a strange sweet way, that we are divided and yet cannot 
separate." 

"We entertain ourselves often with a present person as with 
a picture. He need not speak to us, he need not look at us, 
or take any notice of us; we look at him, we feel the relation 
in which we stand to him ; such relation can even grow 
without his doing anything towards it, without his having 
any feeling of it : he is to us exactly as a picture." 

** One is never satisfied with a-portrait of a person that 
one knows. I have always felt for the portrait-painter on , 
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ibiii aeeonat. One so seldom reqintes of people wiu»b is 
i]B|KMBaible» and of them no do leaUj require what is 
impoflsible ; they must ^tber up iata their picture the 
redatioa of eireij body to its subtjeet, all liieir likmgs and all 
dWiVinga; they must not ozdypaint a man as they see him, 
but as every one else sees him. It does not surprise me if 
such artists beeome by degrees stunted, indifferent, and of 
bat one idea; and indeed it would not matter what came of 
ity if it were not that in consequeDoe we have to go without 
the pictures of so many pexaoiis near and dear to us." 

^ It is too true, the Architect's collection of weapons and 
old imj^oments, whick vrere found with 1^ bodies of their 
owners, covered in with great hills of earth and rock, proves 
to us how useless is man's so great anxiety to preserve his 
personality after he is dead ; and so inconsistent people are ! 
the Architect confesses to have himself opened these barrows 
of his forefathers, and yet goes on occaxpying himself with 
memorials for posterity." 

^^Bnt after all why should wet take it so much to heart? 
is all that we do, done for eternity ? Do we not put on our 
dress in the morning, to throw it off again at night? Do we 
not go abroad to return home again ? And why should we 
not wish to rest by the side of our fiiends, though it were 
but for a century V* 

** liVlien we see the many graye-stones which have fellen 
in, which have been defhoed by the footsteps of the congre- 
gation, which lie buried under the ruins of the churches^ 
that have themselves crumbled together over them, we may 
fancy the life after death to be as a second life, into which a 
man enters in the %ure, or the picture, or the inscription, 
and lives longer there than when he was really alive. But 
this figure also, this second existence, dies out too, sooner 
or later. Time will not allow himself to be cheated of his 
ri{;hts with the monuments of men or with Hiemselyes.'* 
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CHAPTER m. 

It causes us to agreeable a senBation to eoasxpy oundres 
with idiat we can tmj balf do» that no perwrn opght to find 
bxit irith the dilettante, when he is spending his time over 
an art which he can never learn; nor bhune the artiat if he 
diooBea to pass ont orer the border of hia own art, and 
aouue himself in some nei^bbouring field. With sooh 
complacency of feeling we regard the preparation of 
the Architect for the painting the chapeL The colonrs 
were got ready, the measurements takisn; the cartoons 
design^. He had made no attempt at originality, bnt 
kept dose to his oat^es; his only eare was to make a 
proper distribution of the sitting and fbating fignzes» so aa 
tastefully to ornament his space with them. 

The scafBdldings wexe erected. The work went forward; 
and as soon as anything had been done on whidi the eye 
^onld rest, he could have no objection to Qiarlotte and OttaUe 
coming to see how he was getting on. 

The life-like feces of the angels, their robes waring against 
the bine slnr*gronnd, delighted the eye, while their stiU and 
hdy air canned and composed the spirit, and produced the 
most delicate effect 

The ladies ascended the 8ca£S>]dxng to him, and Ottilie had 
scarcdy observed how easily and reguladiy the work waa 
being done, than the power which had been fostered in her 
by her early education at once appeared to develope. She 
took a brush, and with a Ibw words of direction, painted a 
richly folding robe, with as mndi delicacy as skilL 

CSharlotte, who was always gkd when Ottilie would oocimr 
or amnse hmelf with anylniog, left them both in the chapel, 
and went to follow the train of her own thoughts, and wmrk 
her way ibr herself throu^ her cares and anxieties which 
fihe was unable to communicate to a creature. 

IVhen ordinary men allow themselves to be worked up by 
oesnmon eveiy-day difficulties into f ever-Ets of passion, we can . 
give them nothing but a compassionate smile. But we look 
with a kind of awe on a spirit in which the seed of a great 
destiny has been sown, which must abide the unfolding of 
the germ^ and neither dare nor can do anything to precipitate 
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either the good or the ill, either the happiness or the misery, 
which is to arise out of it. 

Edward had sent an answer by Charlotte's messenger, who 
iiad come to him in his solitude. It was written with Idnd^- 
ness and interest, but it was rather composed and serious than 
warm and afiectionate. He had vanished almost immediately 
tifter, and Charlotte could learn no news about him ; tiU 
at last she accidentally found his nanie in the newspaper; 
where he was mentioned with honour among those who had 
most distinguished themselves in a late important engagement. 
She now understood* the method which he had td^en; she 
perceived that he bad escaped from great danger ; only she 
was convinced at the same time that he would seek out 
greater ; and it was all too dear to her that in every sense he 
would hardly be withheld from any extremity. 

She had to bear about this perpetual anxiety in her 
thoughts, and turn which way she would, there was no light 
in which she could look at it that would give her comfort. 

Ottilie, never dreaming of anything of this, had taken to 
the work in the chapel with the greatest interest, and she 
had easily obtained Charbtte's permission to go on with it 
regularly. So now all went swiftly forward, and the azure 
iieaven was soon peopled with worthy inhabitants. By con- 
tinual practice both Ottilie and the architect had gained more 
freedom with the last figures ; they became perceptibly better. 
The faces, too, which had been all left to the architect to 
paint, showed by degrees a very singular peculiarity. They 
began all of them to resemble Ottilie. The neighbourhood of 
the beautiful girl had made so strong an impression on the 
soul of the young man, who had no variety of faces pre- 
conceived in his mind, tiiat by degrees, on the way from the 
«ye to the hand, noth^g was lost, and both worked in exact 
harmony together. Enough ; one of the last faces succeeded 
perfectly ; so that it seemed as if Ottilie herself was look- 
ing down out of the spaces of the sky. 

They had finished with the arching of the ceiling. The 
walls they proposed to leave plain, and only to cover them 
over with a bright brown colour. The delicate pillars and 
the quaintly-molded ornaments were to be distinguished from 
them by a dark shade. But as in such things one thing ever 
deads on to another, they determined at least on living 
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festoons of flowers and fruit, which should as it were unite 
together heaven and earth. Here Ottilie was in her element. 
The gardens provided the most perfect patterns; and al* 
though the wreaths were as rich as they could make them» 
it was all finished sooner than they had supposed possible. 

It was still looking rough and disorderly. The scaffolding 
poles had been run tc^ther, the planks thrown one on the 
top of the other ; the uneven pavement was yet more dis- 
figured by the pmrtiooloured stains of the paint which had 
been spilt over it. 

The Architect begged that the ladies would give him a 
week to himself, and during that time would not enter the 
chapel ; at the end of it, one fine evening, he came to them, 
and begged them both to go and see it. He did not wish to 
accompany them, he said, and at once took his leave. 

'' Whatever surprise he may have designed for us,*' said 
Charlotte, as soon as he was gone, *' I cannot myself just now 
go down there. You can go by yourself, and teU me all 
about it. No doubt he has been doing something which we 
shall like. I will enjoy it first in your description, and after- 
wards it will be the more charming in the reality." 

Ottilie, who knew well that in many cases Charlotte tooki 
care to avoid everything which could produce emotion, and! 
particularly disliked to be surprised, set ofi' down the walk ' 
by herself, and looked round involimtarily for the Architect, 
•who however was nowhere to be seen, and must have con- 
cealed himself somewhere. She walked into the church, 
which she foimd open. This had been finished before; it 
had been cleaned up, and service had been performed in it. 
She went on to the chapel door ; its heavy mass, all overlaid 
with iron, yielded easily to her touch, and she found an 
unexpected sight in a familiar spot. 

A solemn beautiful light streamed in through the one tall 
window. It was filled with stained glass, gracefully put to- 
gether. The entire chapel had thus received a strange tone, 
and a peculiar genius was thrown over it. The beauty of the 
Taulted ceiling and the walls was set off by the elegance of 
the pavement, which was composed of peculiarly shaped tiles, 
fastened togeUier with gypsum, and forming exquisite patterns 
. as they lay. This and the coloured glass for the windows the 
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Azchiieet had prepaxed without their knowledge* and a short 
time was sufficient to have it put in its place. 

Seats had been provide4 as well. Among the relics of the 
old church some finely carved chancel chairs had been dis* 
covered, which now were standing about at convenient places 
along the walls. 

The parts which she knew so well now meeting her as aa 
unfamiliar whole, delighted Ottile. She stood still, walked up 
and down^ looked and looked again; at last she seated herself 
in one of the chairs, and it seemed, as she gazed up and 
down, as if she was, and yet was not— 4ts if she felt and did 
not feel— as if all this would vanish from before her, and she 
would vanish from herself; and it was only when the sun left 
the window, on which before it had^been shining fuU, that she 
awoke to possession of herself^ and hastened back to the castle. 

She did not hide from herself the strange epoch at which 
this surprise had occurred to her. It was the evening of 
Edward's birthday. Very differently she had hoped to keep 
it. How was not everything to be dressed out for this festival r 
and now all the splendour of the autumn flowers remained 
ungathered. Those sunflowers stiU turned their faces to the 
sky ; those asters still looked out with quiet, modest eye ; «nd 
whatever of them all had been wound into wreaths had served 
as patterns for the decorating a spot which, if it was not to 
remain a mere artist's £uicy, was only adapted as a general 
mausoleum. 

And then she had to remember the impetuous eagerness 
with which Edward had kept her birthday-feast. She bought 
of the newly-erected lodge, under the roof of which they had 
promised th^nselves so much enjoyment. The fireworks 
flashed and hissed again before her eyes and ears ; the more 
lonely she was, the more keenly her imagination brought it all 
before her. But tike felt herself only the more alone. She 
no longer leant upon his arm, and she had no kope ever any 
more to rest herself upon it. 

FBOH 0TTILI£*S DIABT. 

" I have been struck with an observation of the young 
architect. 

** In the case of the creative artist, as in that of the 
artizan, it is clear that man is least permitted to appropriate 
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to himself wbat is most entirely his own. His "woxkB forsake 
him as the birds forsake the nest ia which they were hatched. 
'^ Tiie fate of tlie Architect is the strangest of all in this 
way. How often he expends his whole soul, his whole heart 
and passion, to produce buildings into which he himself may 
never enter. The halls of kings owe their magnifioence to 
him; but he has no enjoyment of them in their splendour. 
In the temple he draws a partition line between himself and 
the Holy of Holies ; he may never more set his foot upon the 
steps which he has laid down for the heart-thrilling ceremonial; 
as the goldsmith may only adore from far off the monstrance 
whose enamel and whose jewels he has himself set together. 
The builder surrenders to the rich man, with the key of his 
pak^2e, all pleasure and all right there, and never shares wi^ 
him in the enjoyment of it. And must not art in this way, 
step by step, dntw off from the artist, when the work, like a 
child who is provided for, has no more to fiedl back upon its 
father ? And what a power there must be in art itself^ for its 
own self-advancing, when it has been obliged to shape itself 
almost solely out of what was open to all, oiJy out of what was 
the property of every one, and therefore also of the artist ! " 

^ There is a conception among old nations which is awful, 
and may almost seem terrible. They pictured their fore- 
j&thers to themselves sitting round on thrones, in enormous 
caverns, in silent converse ; when a new comer entered, if he 
were worthy enough, they rose up, and inclined their heads 
to welcome him. Yesterday, as I was sitting in the' chapel, 
and other carved chairs stood round like that in which I was, 
the thought of this came over me with a soft, pleasant feeling. 
"Why cannot you stay sitting here ? I said to myself; stay 
here sitting meditating with yourself long, long, Ions, tiU at 
last your jfriends come, and you rise up to them, and with a 
gentle inclination direct them to their places. The coloured 
-window panes convert the day into a solemn twilight; and 
some one should set up for us an ever-burning lamp, that the 
night might not be utter darkness." 

** We may imagine ourselves in what situation we please, 
we always conceive ourselves as seeing* I believe men only 
dream that they may not cease to see. Some day, perhaps, 

K 2 
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the inner light will come out from witliin us, and we shall 
not any more require another. 

" The year dies away, the wind sweeps over the stubble, and 
there is nothing left to stir under its touch But the red 
berries on yonder tall tree seem as if they would still remind 
lis of brighter things ; and the stroke of the thrasher's flail 
awakes the thought how much of nourishment and life lies 
buried in the sickled ear." 



CHAPTER IV. 

How strangely, after all this, with the sense so vividly 
impressed on her of mutability and perishableness, must 
Ottilie have been affected by the news which could not any 
longer be kept concealed from her, that Edward had exposed 
himself to the uncertain chances of war ! Unhappily, none 
of the observations which she had occasion to make upon it 
escaped her. But it is well for us that man can only endure 
a certain degree of unhappiness ; what is beyond that, either 
annihilates him, or passes by him, and leaves him apathetic. 
There are situations in which hope and fear run together, in 
which they mutually destroy one another, and lose themselves 
in a dull indifference. If it were not so, how could we bear 
to know of those who are most dear to us being in hourly 
peril, and yet go on as usual with our ordinary everyday life ? 

It was therefore as if some good genius was caring for Ottilie, 
that, all at once, this stillness, in which she seemed to be 
sinking from loneliness and want of occupation, was suddenly 
invaded by a wild army, which, while it gave her externally 
abundance of employment, and so took her out of herself, at 
the same time awoke in her the consciousness of her own 
power. 

Charlotte's daughter, Luciana, had scarcely left the school 
and gone out into the great world ; scarcely had she found 
herself at her aunt's house in. the midst of a large society, thau 
her anxiety to please produced its effect in really pleasing ; 
and a young, very wealthy man, soon experienced a pas- 
sionate desire to make her his own. His large property gave 
him a right to have ihe best of everything for his,^use, and 
nothing seemed to be wanting to him except a perfect wife, 
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(or whom, as for the rest of his good fortune, ho should be the 
envy of the world. 

This incident in her family had been for some time occu- 
pying Charlotte. It had engaged all her attention, and 
taken up her whole correspondence, except so far as this 
was directed to the obtaining news of Edward; so that 
latterly Ottilie had been left more than was usual to her- 
self. She knew, indeed, of an intended visit from Luciana. 
She had been making various changes and arrangements in the 
house in preparation for it; but she had no notion that it was 
so near. Letters, she supposed, would first have to pass, 
settling the time, and then unsettling it ; and then a final 
fixing : when the storm broke suddenly over the castle and 
over herself. 

Up drove, first, lady's maids and men-servants, their car- 
riage loaded with trunks and boxes. The household was already 
swelled to double or to treble its size, and then appeared the 
visitors themselves. There was the great aunt, with Luciana 
and some of her friends ; and then the bridegroom with some 
of his Mends. The entrance-hall was full of things — ^bags, 
portmanteaus, and leather articles of every sort. The boxes 
had to be got out of their covers, and that was infinite trouble; 
and of luggage and of nunmage there was no end. At inter- 
vals, moreover, there were violent showers, giving rise to much 
inconvenience. Ottilie encountered all this confusion with the 
easiest equanimity, and her happy talent showed in its feiirest 
light. In a very little time she had brought things to order, 
and disposed of them. Every one found his room,-— every 
one had his things exactly as they wished, and all thought 
themselves well attended to, because they were not prevented 
from attending on themselves. 

The journey had been long and fatiguing, and they would 
aU have been glad of a little rest after it. The bridegroom 
would have liked to pay his respects to his mother-in-law, 
express his pleasure, his gratitude, and so on. But Luciana 
could not rest. She had now arrived at the happiness of being 
able to mount a horse. The bridegroom had beautiful horses, 
and mount they must on the spot. Clouds and wind, rain 
and storm, they were nothing to Luciana, and now it was as 
if they only lived to get wet through, and to dry themselves 
again. If she took a fancy to go out walking, she never 
thought what sort of dress she had on, or what her shoes were 
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Ske, she must go and see the gronnds of which she had heard 
80 much; what could not he done on horseback^ she ran 
through on foot. In a little while she had seen everything, 
and given her opinion about ever3rthing; and with such rapidity 
of character it was not easy to contradict or oppose her. The 
whole household had much to suffer, but most particularly the 
lady's maids, who were at work from morning to night, washr 
ing, and ironing, and stitching. 

As soon as she had exhausted the house and the park, she 
thought it was her duty to pay visits all round the neighbour- 
hood. As they rode and drove very fast, all round the neigh- 
bourhood was a considerable distance. The castle was flooded 
wilh return visits, and that they might not miss one another, 
it soon came to days being fixed for them. 

Charlotte, in the mean time, with her aunt, and the man 
of business of the bridegroom, were occupied in determining 
about the settlements, and it was left to Ottilie, with those 
tmder her, to take care that all this crowd of people were 
properly provided for. Gamekeepers and gardeners, fishermen 
and shopdealiers, were set in motion, Luciana always show- 
ing herself like the blazing nucleus of a comet with its long 
tail trailing behind it. The ordinary amusements of the par* 
ties soon became too insipid for her taste. Hardly would she 
leave the old people in peace at the card-table. Whoever 
could by any means be set moving (and who could resist the 
charm of being pressed by her into service ?) must up, if not 
to dance, then to play at forfeits, or some other game, where 
they were to be victimized and tormented. Notwithstanding 
all that, however, and although afterwards the redemption of 
the forfeits had to be settled with herself, yet of those who 
played with her, never any one, especially never any man, let 
Idm be of what sort he would, went quite empty-handed away. 
Indeed, some oldpeopliB of rank who were there she succeeded 
in completely winning over to herself, by having contrived to 
find out their bir^days or christening days, and marking liiem 
with some particular celebration. In all this she showed a 
skill not a little remarkable. Every one saw himself favoured, 
and each considered himself to be the one most ftivourcd, a 
weakness of which the oldest person of the party was the 
most notably guilty. 

It seemed to be a sort of pride with her, that men who had 
.anything remarkable about them— rank, character, or f 
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AennistandirDiildgainfarharself. Grarity anct ierioosiieflB 
she made giTe wiy to her, and, wild strange creatare as she 
was, die frand fk^onr even with discretion itselfl Not that 
the young were at all out short in conseqnenee. Everyhody 
had his diare, his day, his hour, in which she eontrived to 
charm and to enchain him. It was therefore natural enough 
^k&t hefore long she should have had the Architect in her eye, 
looking out so unoonscioiasly as he did frmn under his kiiig 
black hair, and standing so calm and quiet in the back* groun£ 
To all her questions she received short sensible answers; but 
he did not seem inclined to allow himself to be carried away 
further, and at last, half provoked, half in malice, she resolved 
that she woidd make him the hero of a day, and so gain him 
lor her court. 

It was not for nothing that she had brought that quantity 
«f luggage with her. Much, indeed, had followed her after- 
wards. She had provided herself with an endless variety of 
dresses. When it took her fancy she would change her dress 
three or ^nir times a day, usually wearing something of an 
xndinary kind, but making her appearance suddenly at inter- 
Tsls in a thorough masquerade dress, as a peasant girl or a 
£sh maiden, as a fairy or a flower-giri ; and this woidd go on 
from morning till night. Sometimes she would even disguise 
herself as an old woman, that her youn? face might peep 
out the fresher from under the cap ; ana so utterly in this 
way did she confuse and mix together the actual and the 
fantastic, that people thought they were living with a sort of 
drawing-room witch* 

But the principal use which she had fbr these disguises 
were pantomimic tableaux and dances, in which she was 
skilful in expressing a variety of eharacter. A cavalier in her 
aaite had taught himself to accompany her action on the 
piano with the little music which was required; they needed 
only to exchange a few words and they at once understood 
cone another. 

One day, in a pause of a brilliant ball, they were caBed 
upon suddenly to extemporize (it was on a private hint from 
themselves) one of these exhibitions. Ludana seemed em- 
barrassed, taken by surprise, and contrary to her custom let 
Ikerself be asked more than once. She could not decide upon 
her ^laraeter, desired the party to choose, and asked, like an 
jmprovisatore, for a subject. At last her piano-pliqring com* 
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panion, with whom it had been all previously arranged, sa^ 
down at the instrument, and began to play a mourning march, 
calling on her to give them the Artemisia which she had been 
studying so admirably. She consented ; and after a short 
absence reappeared, to the sad tender music of the dead march, 
in the form of the royal widow, with measured step, carrying 
an urn of ashes before her. A large black tablet was borne 
in after her, and a carefully cut piece of chalk in a gold pencil 
case. 

One of her adorers and adjutants, into whose ear she whis- 
pered something, went directly to call the Architect, to desire 
him, and if he would not come to drag him up, as master- 
builder, to draw the grave for the mausoleum, and to teU him 
at the same time that he was not to play the statist, but 
enter earnestly into his part as one of the performers. 

Embarrassed as th,e Architect outwardly appeared (for in 
his black, closefitting, modem civilian's dress, he foiined a 
wonderful contrast with the gauze crape fringes, tinsel tassels^ 
and crown), he very soon composed himself internally, and 
the scene became all the more strange. With the greatest 
gravity he placed himself in front of the tablet, which 
was supported by a couple of pages, and drew carefully an 
elaborate tomb, which indeed would have suited better a 
Lombard than a Carian prince ; but it was in such beautiful 
proportions, so solemn in its parts, so Ml of genius in its 
decoration, that the spectators watched it growing with 
delight, and wondered at it when it was finished. 

All this time he had not once turned towards the queen, 
but had given his whole attention to what he was doing. 
At last he inclined his head before her, and signified that he 
believed he had now fulfilled her commands. She held the 
urn out to him, expressing her desire to see it represented on 
the top of the monument. He complied, although unwil- 
lingly, as it would not suit the character of the rest of his 
design. Luciana was now at last released from her im- 
patience. Her intention had been by no means to get a 
scientific drawing out of him. If he had only made a few 
strokes, sketched out .something which should have looked 
like a monument, and devoted the rest of his time to her, it 
would have been far more what she bad wished, and would 
have pleased her a great deal better. His manner of proceed- 
ing had thrown her into the greatest embarrassment For 
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although in her sorrow, in her directions, in her gestures, in 
her approbation of the work as it slowly rose before her, she 
had tried to manage some sort of change of expression, and 
although she had hung about close to him, only to place herself 
into some sort of relation to him, yet he had kept himself 
throughout too stiff, so that too often she had been driven to 
take refuge with her urn ; she had to press it to her heart and 
look up to heaven, and at last, a situation of that kind having a 
necessary tendency to intensify, she made herself more like a 
widow of Ephesus than a Queen of Caria. The representation 
had to lengthen itself out and became tedious. The piano- 
forte player, who had usually patience enough, did not know 
into what tune he could escape. He thanked Qod when he 
saw the urn standing on the pyramid, and fell involuntarily 
as the queen was going to express her gratitude, into a merry 
air ; by which the whole thing lost its character, the com- 
pany however being throughly cheered up by it, who forth- 
with divided, some going up to express their delight and admi- 
ration of the lady for her excellent performance, and some 
praising the Architect for his most artistlike and beautiful 
drawing. 

The bridegroom especially paid marked attention to the 
Architect. " I am vexed," he said, " that the drawing should 
be so perishable; you will permit me however to have it 
taken to my room, where I should much like to talk to you 
about it." 

" If it would give you any pleasure," said the Architect, 
'* I can lay before you a number of highly finished designs 
for buildings and monuments of this kind, of which this is 
but a mere hasty sketch." 

Ottilie was standing at no great distance, and went up to 
them. " Do not forget," she said to the Architect, *' to take 
an opportunity of letting the Baron see your collection. He 
is a friend of art and of antiquity. I should like you to 
become better acquainted." 

Luciana was passing at the moment. *' What are they 
speaking of ? " she asked. 

" Of a collection of works of art," replied the Baron, 
*^ which this gentleman possesses, and which he is good 
enough to say that he will show us." 

''Oh, let him bring them immediately," cxied Luciana, 
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** you will bring ihem, will you not ? ** she added, in a ctoft 
axid sweet tone, taking both his hands in hers. 

''The present is scarcely a fitting time/' /die Architect 
imswered. 

" What ! " Luciana cried, in a toRne of authority ; *^ you will 
not obey the command of your queen ! " and then she begged 
him again with some pieee of absurdity. 

«' DNo not be obstinate," said Ottilie, in a scarcely audible 
voice. 

The Architect left them with a bow, which said neither 
yes nor no. 

He was hardly gone, when Luciana was flying up and dow& 
the saloon witli a greyhound. *'Alas!" she exclaimed, as 
she ran accidentally against her mother, '^ am I not an unfor- 
tunate creature ? I have not brought my monkey with me. 
They told me I had better not ; but I am sure it was nothing 
but the laziness of my people, and it is such a delight to me. 
But I will haye it brought after me; somebody shidl go and 
fetch it If I could oi3y see a {Hcture of the dear creature, 
it would be a comfort to me ; I certainly will have his picture 
taken, and it shall never be out of my sight." 

" Perhaps I can comfort you," replied Charlotte. " There 
18 a whole volume full of the most wonderful ape faces iB 
the lilwrairy, which you can have fetched if you like." 

Luciana shrieked for joy.. The great folio was produced in- 
stantly. The sight of these hideous creatures, so like to men, 
and with the resemblance even more caricatured by the 
artist, gave Luciana the greatest delight. Her amusement 
with each of the animals, was to find some one of h^ 
acquaintance whom it resembled. ''Is that not like my 
uncle?" she remorselessly exclaimed; '' and here, look, here is 
my milliner M., and here is Parson S., and here the image of 
that creature — — bodily! After all, these monkeys are 
the real incroyahles, and. it is inconceivable why they are not 
admitted into the best society." 

It was in the best .society that she said this, and yet no one 
took it ill of her. People had become aG<»i8tomed to allow 
her so many liberties in her prettinesses, that at last they 
<»me to allow them in what was unpretty. 

During this time, OttDie was talking to the bridegroom ; ahe 
i looking anxiously for the retmik of the Arehitectt whose 
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ierioQS and tasteMeoIleetiait was to Oliver the party from tbe 
apes ; and in the expectation of it, she had made it tlie subject 
of her conversation with th# Bavoo, and directed his attention 
on various things whidi he was to see. Bat the Architect 
stayed away, and wJien at last lie made his appearance, he 
lost himself in the crowd,, withont having brought anything 
with him, and without seeming as if he had b^ asked for 
anything. 

For a moment Ottilie became— what shall we call it? 
•^ennoyed, put out, pesplexed. She had been saying so much 
about him--she had promised the bridegroom an hour of 
enjoyment after his own heart ; and with all the depth of his 
love for Luciana, he was evidcmtly suffering from her present 
behaviour. 

The monkeys had to ghe place to a eollation. Round 
games followed, and than more dancing; at last, a general 
uneasy vacancy, with fruitless attempts at resuscitating ex- 
kausted amusements, whieh lasted this time, as indeed they 
usually did, &r beyond midnight. It had ah^ady become a 
habit with Luciana to be never able to get out of bed in the 
ttioraiDg or into it at night. 

About this time, the incidents noticed in Ottilie's diary 
become more nure, while we find a larger number of maxims 
and sentences drawn from life and relating to life. It is not 
conceivable that the larger pr(^rtion of these could have 
avisen from her own reflection, and most likely some one had 
shown her varieties of them, and she had written out what 
took her fancy. Many, however, with an internal bearing, 
be easily reeogniaed by the red thread. 



F20M OTTIIIb's DIABT. ( 

<<We like to look into the fiiturey because the undeter- 
Biined in it, which may be a£Fected this or that way, we 
feel as if we could guide by our silent wishes in our own 
favour." 

'*We seldom find ourselves in a large party without 
thinking ; the accident which brings so many here together, 
should bring our friends to us as well." 

** Let us Eve in as small a cirde as we wiH, we aze 
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either debtors or creditors before we have had time to look 
round." 



** If we meet a person who is under an obligation to us, we 
remember it immediately* But how often may we meet people 
to whom we are ourselves under obligation, without its even 
occurring to us !" » 

**It is nature to communicate one's-self; it is culture to 
receive what is communicated as it is given." 

*' No one would talk much in society, if he only knew how 
often he misunderstands others." 



<< One alters so much what one has heard from others in 
repeating it, only because one has not understood it." 

*^ Whoever indulges long in monologue in the presence 
of others, without flattering his listeners, provokes ill- will." 

" Every word a man utters provokes the opposite opinion." 

'' Argument and flattery are but poor elements out of which 
to form a conversation." 



" The pleasantest society is when the members of it have 
an easy and natural respect for one another." 

'* There is nothing in which people more betray their 
character than in what they find to laugh at" 

** The ridiculous arises out of a moral contrast, in which 
two things are brought together before the mind in an 
innocent way." 

*' The foolish man often laughs where there is nothing to 
laugh at. Whatever touches lum, his inner nature comes to 
the surface." 



" The man of understanding finds almost everything 
ridiculous ; the man of thought scarcely anything." 
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** Some one found fault with an elderly man for continuing 
to pay attention to young ladies. ' It is the only means/ 
he replied, ' of keeping one's-self young, and everybody likes 
to do that.* " 



** People will allow their faults to be shown them ; they 
will let themselves be punished for them ; they will patiently 
endure many things because of them; they only become 
impatient when they have to lay them aside." 

** Certain defects are necessary for the existence of indi- 
viduality. We should not be pleased, if old Mends were to 
lay aside certain peculiarities." 

" There is a saying, * He will die soon,* when a man acts 
unlike himself." 



" What kind of defects may we bear with and even cul- 
tivate in ourselves ? Such as rather give pleasure to others 
than injure them." 

" The passions are defects or excellencies only in excess.*' 

" Our passions are true phoenixes : as the old bum out, 
the new straight rise up out of the ashes.'* 

" Violent passions are incurable diseases ; the means 
which will cure them are what first make them thoroughly 
dangerous.** 

"Passion is both raised and softened by confession. In 
nothing, perhaps, were the middle way more desirable than in 
knowing what to say and what not to say to those we love." 



CHAPTER V. 

So swept on Luciana in the social whirlpool, driving the 
rush of life along before her. Her court multiplied daily, 
partly because her impetuosity roused and attracted so many, 
partly because she knew how to attach the rest to her by 
kindness and attention. Generous she was in the highest 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



142 OOSTHS. 

degree ; her aunt's affectioa for her, and her bridegroom's 
love, had heaped her with beautiful and costly presents, but 
she seemed as if nothing which she had was her own, and as 
if she did not know the value of the things which had 
streamed in upon her. One day she saw a young lady look- 
ing rather poorly dressed by the side of the rest of the party, 
and she did not hesitate a moment to take off a rich shawl 
which she was wearing and hang it over her,—- doing it, at 
the same time, in such a humorous, graceful way that no 
one could refuse such a present so given. One of her courtiers 
always carried about a purse, with orders, whatever place 
they passed through, to inquire there for the most aged and 
most helpless persons, and give them relief at least for the 
moment. In tiiis way she gained for herself all round the 
country a reputation for charitableness which caused her not a 
little inconvenience, attracting about her fai too many trouble- 
some sufferers. 

Nothing, however, so much added to her popularity as 
her steady and consistent kindness towards an unhappy 
young man, who shrank from society because, while other- 
wise handsome and well-formed, he had lost his right hand, 
although with high honour, in action. This mutilation 
weighed so heavily upon his spirits, it was so annoying to 
him that every new acquaintance he made had to be told the 
story of his misfortune, that he chose rather to shut himself 
up altogether, devoting himself to reading and other studious 
pursuits, and once for all would have nothing more to do with 
society. 

She heard of the state of this young man. At once she con^ 
trived to prevail him upon to come to her, first to small parties, 
then to greater, and then out into the world with her. She 
showed more attention to him than to any other person; 
particularly she endeavoured, by the services which she 
pressed upon him, to make him sensible of what he had lost 
in labouring herself to supply it. At dinner, she would make 
him sit next to her ; she cut up his food for him, that he might 
only have to use his fork. If people older or of higher rank 
prevented her from being dose to him, she would stretch her 
attention across the entire table, and the servants were 
hurried off to make up to him what distance threatened to 
deprive him oL At last she encouraged him to write with 
his left hand. All his attempts he was to address to her. 
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and thus, wlietlier &r or near, she always kept beraelf ia 
correspondence with him* The young man did not know 
what had happened to him, and fiiom thett moment a new life 
opened out before him. 

One may perhaps suppose that such behaviour must have 
caused some uneasiness to her bridegroom. But, in fiict, it 
was quite the reverse. He admired her exceedingly for her 
exertions, and he had the more reason for feelii^ entirely 
satisfied about her, as phe had certain features in her charac- 
ter almost in excess, which kept anything in the slightest de- 
gree dangerous utterly at a distance. Bhe would run about 
with any body, just as she fancied ; no one was free from 
danger of a push or a pull, or of being made the object of 
some sort of freak. But no person ever ventured to do the 
same to her ; no person dared to touch her, or return, in the 
remotest degree, any liberty which she had taken herself. 
Ske kept every one within the strictest barriers of propriety in 
tKeir l^haviour to herself, while she, in her own behaviour* 
was every moment overleaping them. 

On the whole, one might have supposed it had been a 
maxim with her to expose herself, indifferently to praise or 
blame, to regard or to dislike. If in many ways she took 
pains to gain people, she commonly herself spoiled all the 
good she had done, by an ill tongue, which spared no one. 
Not a visit was ever paid in the neighbourhood, not a single 
piece of hospitality was ever shown to herself and her party 
among the surrounding castles or mansions, but what on her 
return her excessive recklessness let it appear that all men 
and all human things she was only inclined to see on the 
ridiculous side. 

There were three brothers who, purely out of compliment 
to each other, which should marry first, had been overtaken 
by old age before they had got the question settled; here was 
a little yoimg wife with a great old husband; there, on the 
other hand, was a dapper litde man and an unwieldy giantess. 
In one house, every step one took one stumbled over a child ; 
another, however many people were crammed into it, never 
would seem full, because there were no children there at alL 
Old husbands (supposing the estate was not entailed) should 
get themselves buried as quickly as possible, that such a 
thing as a laugh might be beard again in the house. Youi^ 
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married people should travel: housekeeping did not sit well 
upon them. And as she treated the persons; so she treated 
vrhat belonged to them ; their houses, their furniture, their 
dinner-services — everything. The ornaments of the walls of the 
rooms most particularly provoked her saucy remarks. From 
the oldest tapestry to tiie most modem printed paper ; from 
the noblest family pictures to the most frivolous new copper- 
plate : one as well as the other had to suffer— one as well as 
the other had to be pulled in pieces by her satirical tongue, so 
that, indeed, one had to wonder how, for twenly miles round, 
anything continued to exist. 

It was not, perhaps, exactly malice which produced all 
this dcstructiveness ; wilfulness and selfishness were what 
ordinarily set her off upon it : but a genuine bitterness grew 
up in her feelings towards Ottilie. 

She looked down with disdain on the calm, uninterrupted 
activity of the sweet girl, which every one had observed and 
admired, and when something was said of the care which 
Ottilie took of the garden and of the hot-houses, she not only 
spoke scornfully of it, in affecting to be surprised, if it were 
so, at there being neither flowers nor fruit to be seen, not 
caring to consider that they were living in the depth of winter, 
but every £Eiintest scrap of green, every leaf, every bud which 
showed, she chose to have picked every day and squandered 
on ornamenting the rooms and tables^ and Ottilie and the 
gardener were not a little distressed to see their hopes for 
the next year, and perhaps for a longer time, destroyed in this 
wanton recklessness. 

As little would she be content to leave Ottilie to her quiet 
work at home, in which she could ;^live with so much com- 
fort. Ottilie must go with them on their pleasure-parties and 
sledging-parties ; she must be at the balls which were being 
got up all about the neighbourhood. She was not to mind 
the snow, or the cold, or the night-air, or the storm ; other 
people did not die of such things, and why should she? The 
delicate girl suffered not a little from it all, but Luciana gained 
nothing. For although Ottilie went about very simply 
^dressed, she was always, at least so the men thought, the 
most beautiful person present. A soft attractiveness gathered 
them all about her; no matter whereabouts in the g^reat 
rooms she was, first or Jast, it was always the same. Even 
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Luciana's bridegroom was constantly occnpied with her ; the 
more so, indeed, because he desired her advice and assistance 
in a matter with which he was just then engaged. 

He had cultiyated the acquaintance of the Architect. On 
seeing his collection of works of art, he had taken occasion to 
talk much with him on history and on other matters, and 
especially from seeing the chapel had learnt to appre- 
ciate his talent. The Baron was young and wealthy. He 
was a collector ; he wished to build. His love for the arts 
was keen, his knowledge small. In the Architect he thought 
that he had found the man he wanted ; that with his assistance 
there was more than one aim at which he could arrive at once. 
He had spoken to his bride of what he wished. She praised 
him for it, and was infinitely delighted with the proposal. 
But it was more, perhaps, that she might carry off this young 
man from Ottilie (for whom she fimcied she saw in him a 
kind of inclination}, than because she thought of applying his 
talents to any purpose. He had shown himself, indeed, very 
ready to help at any of her extemporized festirities, and had 
suggested various resources for this thing and that. But 
she always thought she understood better than he what 
should be done, and as her inventive genius was usually 
somewhat common, her designs could be as well executed 
with the help of a tolerably handy domestic as with that of 
the most finished artist. Further than to an altar on whidi 
something was to be offered, or to a crowning, whether of a 
living head or of one of plaster of Paris, the force of her 
imagination could not ascend, when a birthday, or other 
such occasion, made her wish to pay some one an especial 
compliment. 

Ottilie was able to give the Baron the most satisfactory 
answer to his inquiries as to the relation of the Architect 
with their &mily. Charlotte had already, as she was aware, 
been exerting herself to find some situation for him ; had it 
not been indeed for the arrival of the party, the young man 
would have left them immediately on the completion of the 
chapel, the winter having brought all building operations to 
a standstill ; and it was, therefore, most fortunate if a new 
patron could be found to assist him, and to make use of his 
talents. 
Ottilie's own personal position with the Architect was as 

L 
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ptire and tmconsciotra as possible. His agreeable {nresence, 
and his industrious nature^ had charmed and entertained her, 
as the presence of an elder brother might* Her feelings for 
him remained at the ealm unimpassioned leyel of hk>^ re- 
lationship. For in her heart tli^re vras no room for more; 
it was filled to overflowing with love for Edward ; only God, 
who interpenetrates all things, could share with bun the 
possession of that hearts 

Meantime the winter sank deeper ; Uie weather grew 
wilder, the roads more impracticable, and therefore it 
veemed all the pleasanter to spend the waning days in agree- 
able society. With short intervals of ebb, the crowd from 
time to time flooded up over the house. Officers found their 
Iray there from distant garrison towns ; the cultivated among 
them being a most Welcome addition, the ruder the incon- 
Tenienoe of every one* Of civilians too there was no lack ; 
and one day the Ck>unt and ,the Baroness quite unexpectedly 
came driving up together. 

Their presence gave the castle the air of a thorough court. 
The men of rank and charaeter formed a circle about the 
Trwv.^t Bimn^ and the ladies yielded precedence to the Baroness. 
The surprise at seeing lK>th together, and in such high spirits 
was not allowed to be of long continuance. It came out that 
the Count's wife was dead, and the new marriage was to take 
place as soott as ever decency would allow it. 

Wdl did Ottilie remember their first visit, and eveiy word 
whioh was then uttered about marriage and separation, bind- 
ttg and dividing, hope, expectatioB, disappointment, renun- 
toiatiotu Here were these two persons, at that time without 
prospect for the future, now standing before her, ao near their 
wished-for happiness, andaa involuntary sigh escaped out of 
hat heart. 

No sooner did Lucianft hear that the Count was an ama- 
tettf of music, tliain at once she must get up something of a 
«e»cert She herself would sing and accompany hersell on 
tHe g^tar. It was done. The instrument she did not play 
"Without skid ; her voice was agr^ablec as for ^e words one 
waderstood abotot ais little of th^n as one commonly does 
whffli a Oerman beauty ma^ to tte guitar* However, every 
one assured her that she had sung with exquisite expressiony 
wd ahe found quite eiioiigii4|xpn>batioa to aatasfy he^. A 
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singular misfarttme befell her, however, on this oecasion. 
Among the party there happened to be a poet, whom she 
hoped particularlj to attach to herself, wishing to induce him to 
write a song or two^ and address them to her. This evening, 
therefore, she produced scarcely anything except songs of 
his composing. Like the rest of the party he was perfectly 
courteous to her, but she had looked for more. She spoke 
to him several times, going as near the subject as she dared, 
but nothing fiirther could she get. At last, unable to bear it 
any longer, she sent one of her train to him, to sound him 
and find out whether he had not been delighted to hear his 
beautiful poems so beautifully executed. 

"My poems?" he replied, with amazement; " pray ex- 
cuse me, my dear sir," he added, '' I heard nothing but the 
vowels, and not all of those ; however, I am in duty bound 
to express all gratitude for so amiable an intention." The 
dandy said nothing and kept his secret ; the other endea^ 
voured to get himself out of the scrape by a few well-timed 
compliments. She did not conceal her desire to have some- 
thing of his which should be written for herself. 

If it would not have been too ill-natured, he might have 
handed her the alphabet, to imagine fox herself, out of that, 
such laudatory poem as would please her, and set it to the 
first melody that came to hand ; but she was not to escape 
out of this business without mortification . A short time after, 
she had to learn that the very same evening he had written, 
at the foot of one of Ottilie's &vourite melodies, a most 
lovely poem, which was something more than complimentaiy. 

Luciana, like all persons of her sort, who never can dis- 
tinguish between where they show to advantage and where 
to disadvantage, now determined to try her fortune in reciting. 
Her memory was good, but, if the truth must be told, her 
execution was spiritless, and she was vehement without 
being passionate. She recited ballad stories, and whatever 
else is usually delivered in declamation. At the same time 
she had contracted an unhappy habit of accompanying what 
she delivered with gestures, by which, in a disagreeal^le way, 
what k purdy epio and lyric is more confused than con- 
nected with the dramatic. 

The Count, a keeneighted man, soon saw through the 
party, A»ir inclinations, dispositions, wishes, and capabi- 

1.2 
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lities, and b j some means or other contrived to bring Luciana 
to a new kind of exhibition, which was perfectly suited to her. 

*' I see here," he said, ** a number of persons with fine 
figures, who would surely be able to imitate pictorial emo- 
tions and postures. Suppose they were to try, if the thing 
is new to them, to represent some real and well-known 
picture. An imitation of this kind, if it requires some 
labour in arrangement, has an inconceiTably charming effect,'' 

Luciana was quick enough in perceiving that here she was 
on her own ground entirely. Her fine shape, her well* 
rounded form, the regularity and yet expressiveness of her 
features, her light-brown braided hair, her long neck — she 
ran them all over in her mind, and calculated on their picto- 
rial effects, and if she had only known that her beauty showed 
to more advantage when she was still than when she was in 
motion, because in the last case certain ungracefulnesses con- 
tinually escaped her, she would have entered even more 
eagerly than she did into this natural picture-making. 

They looked out the engravings of celebrated pictures, and 
the firat which they chose was Van Dyk's Belisarius. A 
large well-proportioned man, somewhat advanced in years, 
was to represent the seated, blind general. The Architect 
was to be the affectionate soldier standing sorrowing before 
him, there really being some resemblance between them. 
Luciana, half from modesty, had chosen the part of the 
young woman in the background, counting out some large 
alms into the palm of his hand, while an old woman beside 
her is trying to prevent her^ and representing that she i$ 
giving too much. Another woman who is in the act of giving 
him something, was not forgotten. Into this and other pic« 
tures they threw themselves with all earnestness. The Count 
gave the Architect a few hints as to the best style of arrange** 
ment, and he at once set up a kind of theatre, all necessary 
pains being taken for the proper lighting of it. They were 
already deep in the midst of their preparations, before thejr 
observed how lai^ an outlay what they were undertaking 
would require, and that in ike country, in the middle of 
winter, many things which they required it would be difficult 
to procure; consequently, to prevent a stoppage, Luciana 
had nearly her whole wardrobe cut in pieces, to supply the 
Tarious costumes which the original artist had arbitrarily 
selected. 
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The appointed eivening came, and the exhibition was car* 
ried out in the presence of a huge assembkge, and to the 
universal satis&ction. They had some good music to excite 
expectation, and the performance opened with the Belisarius. 
The figures were so successful, the colours were so happily 
distributed, and the lighting managed so skilfully, that they 
might really have &ncied themselves in another world, only 
that the presence of the real instead of the apparent^ pro- 
duced a kind of uncomfortable sensation. 

The curtain fell, and was more than once raised again by 
general desire. A musical interlude kept the assembly amused 
while preparation was going forward, to surprise them with 
a picture of a higher stamp ; it was the well-known design 
of Foussin, Ahasuerus and Esther. This time Luciana had 
done better for herself. As the fainting, sinking queen she 
had put out all her charms, and for the attendant maidens 
who were supporting her, she had cunningly selected pretty 
weil-shaped figures, not one among whom, however, had the 
slightest pretension to be compared with herself. From this 
picture, as from all the rest, Ottilie remained excluded. To 
sit on the golden throne and represent the Zeus-like monarch, 
Luciana had picked out the finest and handsomest man of the 
party, so that this picture was really of inimitable perfection. 
For a third they had taken the so-called " Father's Admo- 
nition" of Terburg, and who does not know WiUe's admirable 
engraving of this picture ? One foot thrown over the other, 
sits a noble knightly-looking father; his daughter stands 
before him, to whose conscience he seems to be addressing 
himself. She, a fine striking figure, in a folding drapery of 
white satin, is only to be seen from behind, but her whole 
bearing appears to signify that she is collecting herself. That 
the admonition is not too severe, that she is not being 
utterly put to shame, is to be gathered from the air and 
attitude of the &ther, while the mother seems as if she 
were trying to conceal some slight embarrassment — she is 
looking into a glass of wine, which she is on the point of 
drinking. 

Here was an opportunity for Luciana to appear in her 
highest splendour. Her back hair, the form of her head, 
neck, and shoulders, were beyond all conception beautiful ; 
and the waist, which in the modem antique of the ordinary 
dresses of young ladies is hardly visible, showed to the 
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greatest adTnntage iii all its graceful slender eleganee in the 
Teally old costume. The Architect bad cantriTed to dispose 
the rich folds of the white satin with the most exqnisite 
nature, and, without any question whatever, this living imita- 
tion far exceeded the original picture, and produced universal 
delight. 

The spectators could never be satisfied with demanding 
a repetition of the performance, and the very natural wish 
to see the face and front of so lor^y a creature, when tibey 
had done looking at her from behind, at last became so 
decided, that a merry impatient young wit, cried out aloud 
the words one is accustomed to write at the bottom of a page, 
*' Toumez, s*il vous plait," which was echoed all round the roonu 

The performers, however, understood their advantage too 
well, and had mastered too completely iSttt idea of these 
works of art to yield to the most general clamour. The 
daughter remained standing in her shame, without &vouiing 
the spectators with the expression of her fatce* Tlie fether 
continued to sit in his attitude of admonition, and the mother 
did not lift nose or eyes out of the transparent glass, in 
which, although she seemed to be drinking, the wine did not 
diminish. 

' We need not describe the number of smaller after-pieces-; 
for which had been chosen Flemish public-house scenes 
and fair and market days. 

The Count and the Baroness departed, promising to return 
in the first happy weeks of their approaching imion. And 
Charlotte now had hopes, after having endured two weary 
months of it, of ridding herself of the rest of the party at the 
same time. She was assured of her daughter's happiness, 
as soon as the first tumult of youth and betrothal should 
have subsided in her ; for the bridegroom considered himself 
the most fortunate person in the world. His income was 
large, his disposition moderate and rational, and now he 
found himself further wonderfully favoured in the happiness 
of becoming the possessor of a young lady with whom all the 
world must be charmed. He had so peculiar a way of 
referring everything to her, and only to hunself through her, 
that it gave him an unpleasant feeling when any newly-* 
arrived person did not devote himself heart and soul to her, 
and was &r from fiatteied if, as occasionally happened, pare 
l^cularly wiUi elderly men, he neglected her for a dosr* 
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mtiniaey with himselfl l&veryiAmig was settled about the 
Architect. On New-j«ar's day he was to £d11ow him, and 
spend the Carnival at his house in the city, where Luciana WM 
]^omising faarself infinite faaf^iness from a rqsetitioii of her 
charmiogly sncces^iil pictures, as well as firom a hundred other 
things ; all the more as her aunt and her bridegroom seemed 
to make so light of tiie expense which was required for her 
amusements. 

And now they were to break up. But this could not be 
managed in an wdinary way. ^Hiey were one day making 
fan of GSiarlotte aloud, declanng that they would soon have 
eaten out her winter stones, when the nobleman who had 
represented BeEaarius, being fortanately a man of some 
wealth, carried away by Luciana's charms, to which he had 
been so long devoting himself, cried out unthinkingly, ''Why 
not mani^e then in the Polish fsLshion ? you come now and 
eat up me, and then we will go on round the circle." No 
sooner said than done. Luciana willed that it should be so. 
The next day they all paok^d up and the swarm alighted on a 
new property. There indeed they found room enough, but 
few conveniences and no preparations to receive them* Out 
of this arose many contretemps, which ^itirely enchanted 
Luciana ; their life became ever wilder and wilder. Huge 
hunting-parties were set on foot in the deep snow, attended 
with every sort of disi^eeableness ; women were not allowed 
to excuse themselves anymore than men, and so they trooped 
on, hunting and riding, sledging and shouting, from one place to 
another till at last they approached the residence, and there 
the news of the day and the scandals and what else forms 
the amusement of people at courts and cities gave the imagi* 
nation another direction, and Luciana with her train of 
attendants (her aunt had gone on some time before) swept at 
once into a new sphere of life. 

7B0M OTIILIE's PIABY. 

" We accept every person in the world as that fcnr which 
he gives himself out, only he must give himself out for 9omef> 
thing. We can put ujp with the unpleasant more easily 
than we can endure the insignificant. 

*' We venture upon anything in society ^wept only what 
involves a consequence. 
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** We never learn to know people when they come to us : 
we must go to them to find out how things stand with 
them. 

*^ I find it almost natural that we should see many faults 
in visitors, and that directly they are gone we should judge 
them not in the most amiable manner. For we have, so to 
say, a right to measure them by our own standard. Even 
cautious, sensible men can scarcely keep themselves in such 
«ases from being sharp censors. 

" When, on the contrary, we are staying at the houses of 
others, when we have seen them in the midst of all their 
ihabits and environments ^mong those necessary conditions 
from which they cannot escape, when we have seen how they 
^affect those about them, and how they adapt themselves to 
their circumstances, it is ignorance, it is worse, it is ill-will, 
to find ridiculous what in more than one sense has a claim on 
'^ur respect. 

'* That which we call politeness and good breeding efiects 
what otherwise can only be obtained by violence, or not even 
% that 

** Intercourse with women is the element of good manners. 

" How can the character, the individuality of a man co- 
exist with polish of manner? 

" The individuality can only be properly made prominent 
through good manners. Every one Hkes what has something 
in it, only it must not be a disagreeable something. 

** In life generally, and in society no one has such high 
advantages as a weU-cultivated soldier. 

*' The rudest fighting people at least do not go out of their 
character, and generdly behind the roughness there is a 
certain latent good humour, so that in difficulties it is pos- 
sible to get on even with them. 

'' No one is more intolerable than an underbred civilian. 
From him one has a right to look for a delicacy, as he has no 
rough work to do. 

"When we are living with people who have a delicate 
sense of propriety, we are in misery on their account when 
anything unbecoming is committed. So I always feel for and 
with Charlotte, when a person is tipping his chair. She can- 
not endure it. 

" No one would ever come into a mixed party with spec- 
tacles on his nose, if he did but know that at once we women 
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lose all pleasure in looking at him or listening to what he 
has to say. 

*' Free-and-easmess, where there ought to be respect, is 
always ridiculous. No one would put his hat down when he 
had scarcely paid the ordinary compliments if he knew how 
eomical it looks, 

*' There is no outward sign of courtesy that does not rest 
on a deep moral foundation. The proper education would be 
that which communicated the sign and the foundation of it 
at the same time. 

" BehaTiour is a mirror in which every one displays his 
own image. 

" There is a courtesy of the heart. It is akin to love. Out 
of it arises the purest courtesy in the outward behaviour. 

^' A freely oflfered homage is the most beautiful of all re« 
lations. And how were that possible without love ? 

"We are never further from our wishes than when we 
imagine that we possess what we have desired. 

*' No one is more a slave than the man who thinks himself 
free while kie is not. 

** A man has only to declare that he is free, and the next 
moment he feels the conditions to which he is subject. Let 
him venture to declare that he is under conditions, and then 
he will feel that he is free. 

" Against great advantages in another, there are no means 
of defending ourselves except love. 

" There is something terrible in the sight of a highly-gifted 
man lying under obligations to a fool. 

" ' No man is a herb to his valet,' the proverb says. But 
that is only because it requires a hero to recognize a hero. 
The valet will probably know how to value the valet-hero. 

'* Mediocrity has no greater consolation than in the thought 
that genius is not immortal. 

" 'file greatest men are connected with their own century 
always through some weakness. 

** One is apt to regard people as more dangerous than they 
are. 

*' Fools and modest people are alike innocuous. It is only 
your half-fools and your half- wise who are really and truly 
dangerous. 

** There is no better deliverance from the world than 
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liuroiigli art; and a man can fixrm no rarer bond mih it 
than tiirough art. 

'' Alike in the mament of our highest forttUM and our 
deepest necessity, we require the artist* 

^The business of art is with the difficult and the good* 

*' To see the difficult easily handled, gives us ^e iddiiDg of 
the impossible. 

*' Difficulties increase the nearer we are to onr «od» 

** Sawing is not ao difficult as reaping*" 



CHAPTER VL 

The Tery serious discomfort which this visit had caused 
to Charlotte was in some way compensated to her tlupough the 
fuller insight whidx it had enabled her to gain into her 
daughter's character. In this, her knowledge of the world 
was of no slight service to her. It was not the first time 
that so singular a character had come across her, although 
she had never seen any in which the unusual features were 
so largely developed ; and she had had experience enough to 
show her that such persons after having felt the discipline 
of life, after having gone through something of it, and been 
in intercourse widi older people, may come out at last 
really charming and amiable ; the selfishness may soften and 
eager restless activity find a definite direction for itself 
And therefore, as a mother, Charlotte was able to endure the 
appearance of symptoms which for others might perhaps 
have been unpleasing, from a sense that where strangers 
only desire to enjoy, or at least not to have their tasto 
offended, the business of parents is rather to hope. 

After her daughter's departure, however, i&e bad to be 
pained in a singidax and unlooked-for manner, in finding 
that, not so much through what there really was objectionable 
in her behaviour* as through what was good and praise- 
worthy in it, she had left an ill report of h0r8elf behind her« 
Luciana seemed to have prescribed it as a rule to herself not 
enly to be merry with tJbe merry, but miii^able with the 
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misenLfate; and in order to give fell •wing to tke tplrit of 
oontxadiction m lier, often to mnke the happy, unoomfortable» 
und the tad, eheerfoL In OTery fiumly among whom she oame, 
abe inqmred after each membeia of it as weie iU or infinUt 
and nnaUe to i^pear in soeiety. She would go to aee them 
in their rooms, enaet the physician, and inaist on prescribing 
powerfai doses for them out of her own trareUing medicine- 
chest, which she ttonstantly took with her in her oarriage; 
her attempted cures, as may be supposed, either aucoeeding 
or Ming as chance happened to direct 

Id thtt fiotrt of beneTolence she was thoroughly cruel, and 
would listen to nothing that was said to her, because she waa 
oojQTiueed that she was managii^ admirably. One of thesa 
^tempts of hens on the moral side failed very disastroualj, 
and this it was which gave CSbarlotte so much trouble, inas- 
much as it mvolved consequ^ioes and every one was talking 
about it. She never had heard of the story till Luciana waa 
gone ; Ottilie, who had made one of the party present at the 
time, had to give her a circumstantial account of it. 

One of several daughters of a family of rank had the 
misfortune to have caused the death of one of her younger 
sisters ; it had destroyed her peace of mind, and she had 
never been properly herself since. She lived in her own 
room, occupying herself and keeping quiet ; and she could 
only bear to see the members of her own family when thej 
came one by one. K. there were several together, she sus« 
pected at once that they were making reflections upon her, and 
upon ber condition. To each of them singly she would speak 
rationally enough, and talk freely £[>r an hour at a time. 

Luciana had heard of this, and had secretly determined 
with herself, as soon as she got into the house, that she 
woiild forthwith work a miracle, and restore the young la^ 
to society. She conducted herself in the matter more pru^ 
dently than usual, nmnaged to introduce herself alone to the 
poor sick-souled girl, and, as far as people could understand» 
had wound her way into her confldenoe through music* At 
last came her &tal mistake ; wishing to make a scene, and 
&ncying that she had sufficiently prepared her for it, one 
evening she suddenly introduced, the beautiful pale creature 
into the midst of the brilliant glittering assembly; and 
perhaps, even then, the attempt might not haye so utterly 
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foiled, had not the crowd themselves, bet^^een curiosity and 
apprehension, conducted themselves so unwisely, first gather* 
ing about the invalid, and then shrinking from her again ; 
and with their whispers, and shaking their heads together, 
confusing and agitating her. Her delicate sensibility could 
not endure it. With a dreadM shriek, which expressed, as 
it seemed, a horror at some monster that was rushing upon 
her, she fainted. The crowd fell back in terror on every 
side, and Ottilie had been one of those who had carried back 
the sufferer utterly insensible to her room. 

Luciana meanwhile, just like herself, had been reading an 
angry lecture to the rest of t\te party, without reflecting for 
a moment that she herself was entirely to blame, and with* 
out letting herself be deterred by this and other failures, 
from going on with her experimentalizing. 

The state of the invdid herself had since that time 
become more and more serious; indeed, the disorder had 
increased to such a degree, that the poor thing^s parents were 
unable to keep her any longer at honie^ and had been forced 
to confide her to the care of a public institution. Nothing 
remained for Charlotte, except, by the delicacy of her own 
attention to the fiunily, in some degree to alleviate the pain 
which had been occasioned by her daughter. On Ottilie, the 
thing had made a deep impression. She felt the more for 
the unhappy girl, as she was convinced, she did not attempt 
to deny it to Charlotte, that by a careful treatment the dis- 
order might have been unquestionably removed. 

So there came, too, as it often happens that we dwell 
more on past disagreeables than on past agreeables, a slight 
misunderstanding to be spoken of, which had led Ottilie to 
a wrong judgment of the Architect, when he did not choose 
to produce his collection that evening, although she had so 
eagerly begged him to produce it. His practical refusal 
had remained, ever since, hanging about her heart, she her- 
self could not tell why. Her feelings about the matter were 
undoubtedly just ; what a young lady like Ottilie could desire, 
a young man like the Architect ought not to have refused. 
The latter, however, when she took occasion to give him a 
gentle reproof for it, had a very valid excuse to offer for 
himself. 

*' If you knew," he said, " how roughly even cultivated 
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people allow themselves to handle the most Talnable works 
of art, you would forgive me for not producing mine among 
the crowd. No one will take the trouble to hold a medal 
by the rim. They will finger the most beautiful impressions, 
and the smoothest surfaces ; they will take the rarest coins 
between the thumb and forefinger, and rub them up and 
down, as if they were testing the execution with the touch. 
Without remembering that a large sheet of paper ought to 
be held in two hands, they will lay hold, with one, of an 
invaluable proof-engraving of some drawing which cannot 
be replaced, like a conceited politician layine hold of a 
newspaper, and passing judgment by anticipation, as he is 
cutting the pages, on the occurrences of the world. Nobody 
cares to recollect that if twenty people, one after the other, 
treat a work of .art in this way^ the one-and-twentieth will 
not find much to see there." 

" Have not I often vexed you in this way?" asked Ottilie, 
" Have not I, through my carelessness, many times injured 
your treasures f " 

" Never once," answered the Architect, " never. For you 
it would be impossible. In you the right thing is innate." 

^' In any case," replied Ottilie, '' it would not be a bad 
plan, if ia the next edition of the book of good manners, 
after the chapters which tell us how we ought to eat and 
drink in company, a good circumstantial chapter were in* 
serted, how to behave among works of art and in museums." 
" Undoubtedly," said the Architect ; " and then curiosity- 
collectors and amateurs would be better contented to show 
their valuable treasures to the worl^." 

Ottilie had long, long forgiven him; but as he seemed 
to have taken her reproof sorely to hearty and assured her 
again and again that he would gladly produce everything— 
that he was delighted to do an3^hing for his Mends-— she 
felt that she had wounded his feelings, and that she owed 
him some compensation. It was not easy for her, therefore, 
to give an absolute refusal to a request which he made her 
in the conclusion of this conversation, although when she 
called her heart into counsel about it, she did not see how 
she could allow herself to do what he wished. 

The circumstances V)f the matter were these: Ottilie*s 
exclusion from the picture-exhibition by Luciana's jealousy. 
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bud irritated him in thehigheet degree; and «t the same 
time he had observed with regret, that at this^ the most 
fariUiant part of all the amusements at the castle, ill health 
haa prevented Charlotte from being more than rarelj pre- 
aent ; and now he did not wish to go away, without some 
additional proof of his gratitude, and, for the honoiu: of one 
and the entertainment of the other, preparing a far more 
beautiful exhibition than any of those which had preceded 
it. Perhaps, too, unknown to himself, another secret motive 
was working on him. It was sa hard for him to leave the 
house, and to leave the family. It seemed impossible to him 
to go away from Ottilie's eyes, under the calm, sweet, gentle 
glance of which the latter part of the time he had been living 
almost entirely^ alone. 

The Christmas holidays were approaching ; and it became 
at once clear to him that the very thing which he wanted 
was a representation with real figures of one of those pictures 
of the scene in the stable,*— a sacred exhibition such as at 
this holy season good Christians delight to o£fer to the divine 
Mother and her Child, of the manner in which she, in her 
seeming lowliness, wius honoured first by the shepherds and 
afterwsuds by kings. 

He had ^orou^ly brought before himself how such a 
picture shoidd be contrived. A &ir, lovely child was founds 
and there would be no lack of shepherds and shepherdesses* 
But without Ottilie the thing could not be done. The young 
man had exalted her in his desi]gn to be the mother of God, 
and if she refused, there was no question but the undertaking 
must fall to the ground. Ottilie, half embarrassed at the 
proposeli referred him and his request to Charlotte. The 
latter gladly gave her permission, and lent her assistance in 
overcoming and overpersuading Ottilie*s hesitation in as* 
auming so sacred a personality. The Architect worked day 
and night, that by Christmas-eve everything might be ready. 

Day and night, indeed, in the lit<eral sense. At all times 
he was a man who had but few necessities ; and Ottilie's pre- 
sence seemed to be to him in the place of all delicaeies. 
When he was working for her, it was as if he required no 
sleep ; when he was busy about her, as if he could do without 
food. Accordingly by the hour of the evening solemnity, all 
was completed. He had found the means ^ collecting somse 
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wdLtoned frind imlmi ii ea ts to fern a&iiiirodtieticm, and jiro- 
dace the desired temper of thoug^ht and feeling. But when the 
curtain rose, Chaiiotte was taken comfdetel j by surprise. The 
picture which presented itself, to her had been repeated so often 
iXL the world, that one cotdd scarcely have expected any new 
impression to be produced. But here, the reality as repe<- 
aenting the picture had its especial advantages. The whole 
space was the colour rather of a^ht than of twilight, and 
there was nothing even of the details of the scene which was 
obscure. Hie inimitable idea that all the light should pro^ 
ceed j&om the child,, the artist had contrived to carry out by 
an ingenious method of iUumination which was concealed by 
the figures in the foreground, who were all in shadow. 
Bright looking boys and girls were standing round, their fresh 
fiMes sharply lighted from below ; and there were angels too, 
whose own brjlliancy grew pale before the divine, whose 
ethereal bodies showed dim and dense, and needing other 
light in the presence of the body of the divine humanity. 
By good fortune the infant had fallen asleep in the loveliest 
a;ttitude, so that nothing disturbed the contemplation when 
the eye rested on the seeming mother, who with infinite grace 
had lifted off a veil to reveal her hidden treasure. At th^ 
moment the picture seemed to have been caught, and there 
te have rexnained fixed. Physically dazzled, mentally sur- 
prised, the people round aj^eared to have just moved to 
turn away their half*blinded ^es, to be glancing again towards 
ihe child with curious delight, and to be showing more wonder 
and pleasure than awe andreverence, — although these emotioivs 
were not forgotten, and were to be traced upon the features 
of some of the older spectators. 

But Ottilie's figure, expression^ attitude, glance, excelled 
all which any paints has ever represented. A man who 
had true knowledge of art, and had seen this spectacle, 
w«uld ha/ve been in fear lest any portion of it should move ; 
he would have doubted whether anything could ever so much 
{ilease him again. Unluckily, there was no one present who 
«Mild comprehend the whole of this effect. The Ai*chitect 
alone, who, as a tall, sl^ider shepherd, was lookix^ in from 
the side over those who were kneeling, enjoyed, although he 
was not in tbe best position for seeing, the Mlest pleasure. 
And who can describe the mien of the new-made queen of 
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heaven? The purest humility, the most exquisite feeling of 
modesty, at the gre&t honour which had undeservedly been 
bestowed upon her, with indescribable and immeasurable 
happiness, was displayed upon her features, expressing as 
much her own personal emotion as that of the character which 
she was endeavouring to represent. 

Charlotte was delighted with the beautiful figures; but 
what had most effect on her was the child. Her eyes filled 
with tears, and her imagination presented to her in the live- 
liest colours that she might soon hope to have such another 
darling creature on her own lap. 

They had let down the curtain, partly to give the exhibitors 
some little rest, partly to make an alteration in the exhibition. 
The artist had proposed to himself to transmute the first 
scene of night and lowliness into a picture of splendour and 
glory; and for this purpose had prepared a blaze of light to 
Ml in from every side, which tms mterval was required to 
kindle. 

Ottilie, in the semi-theatrical position in which she found 
herself, had hitherto felt perfectly at her ease, because, with 
the exception of Charlotte and a few members of the house- 
hold, no one had witnessed this devout piece of artistic dis- 
play. She was, therefore, in some degree annoyed when in 
the interval she learnt that a stranger had come into the 
saloon, and had been warmlv received by Charlotte. Who it 
was no one was able to tell her. She therefore made up her 
mind not to produce a disturbance, and to go on with her 
character. Codies and lamps blazed out, and she was 8ur« 
rounded by splendour perfectly infinite. The curtain rose. 
It was a sight to startle the spectators. The whole picture 
was one blaze of light; and instead of the fuU depth of 
shadow, there now were only the colours left remaining, 
which, from the skill with which they had been selected, pro- 
duced a gentle softening of tone. Looking out under her^ 
long eyelashes, Ottilie perceived the fie;ure of a man sitting 
by Charlotte. She did not recognize hmi ; but the voice she 
fancied was that of the assistant at the school. A singular 
emotion came over her. How many things had happened 
since she last heard the voice of tliat her kind instructor I 
Like a flash of forked lightning the stream of her joys and 
her sorrow rushed swi^y before her soid, and the question 
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rose m ber heart. Dare you confess, dare you acknowledge 
it all to bim? If not, how little can you deserre to appear 
before bim under this sainted form ; and bow strange must 
it not seem to bim who bas only known you as your natural 
6elf to see you now under tbis disuse ? In an instant, 
swift as thought, feeling and reflection began to clash and 
gain within her. Her eyes filled with tears, while she 
forced herself to continue to appear as a motionless figure, 
and it was a relief, indeed, to her when the child began to 
stir,— and the artist saw himself compelled to giye the sign 
that the curtain should fall again. 

If the painful feeling of being unable to meet a valued 
friend had; during the last few moments, been distressing 
Ottilie in addition to ber other emotions, she was now in still 
greater embarrassment. Was she to present herself to him 
in this strange disguise ? or bad she better change ber dress ? 
She did not hesitate — she did the last; and in the interval she 
endeayoured to collect and to compose herself; nor did she 
properly recover her self-possession until at last, in her ordi- 
nary costume, she bad welcomed the new visitor. 



CHAPTER VII. 

In so far as the Architect desired the happiness of bis kind 
patronesses, it was a pleasure to bim, now that at last be 
was obliged to go, to know that he was leaving them in good 
«ociety with the estimable Assistant. At &e same time, 
however, when be thought of their goodness in its relation 
to himself, he could not help feeling it a little painful to 
«ee his place so soon, and as it seemed to bis modesty, so 
well, so completely supplied. He had lingered and lingered, 
but now he forced himself away; what, alter he was gone, 
be must endm-e as be could, at least he could not stay to 
witness with his own eyes. 

To the great relief of this half-melancholy feeling, the 
ladies at ms* departure made him a present of a waistcoat, 
upon which be had watched them both for some time past at 
work, with a silent envy of the fortunate imknown, to whom 
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it WBB *by-and-bye to belong. Snch a present is the most 
B^eeable whichaitrne^iearted man can receiTe; for while 
lie thinkB <of the unwearied play of the Ideaiztiifol £ngers at 
t&se making of it, he cannot help flattering himself d:hat:m so 
ieng-^smstained a labour (the feding «ould inot have jenmined 
mtterly mthout an interest im its aceompUshinent. 

The ladies had ai0w a new ttnisitor to entertain, ^or whom 
i^ey felt a Teal jregaxd, and wJiose stay -widi 4hem it would be 
iiheir endeavonr to make as:agreeab£e astheytcoiiUL There 
is in all women a peculiar csrdle of inwiard intereate, which 
remain always the same, andfram which nothing in «the world 
ean divoroe ^Uiem. In ontwaordtsooial intercourse, on the other 
hand, ^ey willgladly and easily allowi:bemselTes to take <their 
tone ifrom the persmi wrtdi whom at the nftoment they are 
occupied; and ihiustby a«miiattuze of impassiTenese and «uscep- 
iabilky, by persisting «aid (by yielding, they continue to keep 
Hhe g&wxDooaesxt to themselves, «ndiKO man in the cidtivated 
weifld can ever take it from ihem. 

The Architect, following at the same tone his own fancy 
and his own inclination, had )been eseKting himself and put- 
ting out his talents for their gratification, and for the pur- 
poses of his friends ; and business and amusement, while he 
was with them, had been conducted in this spirit, and directed 
to the ends which most suited his taste. But now in a short 
time, through the presence of the Assistant, quite another 
sort of life was commenced. His great gift was to talk well, 
and to treat in his conversation of men and human relations, 
particularly in reference to the cultivation of yomag ^people. 
Thus arose a very perceptible coiitra^ to the Jife which had 
been going on hiitherto, aU the ^nore as the Assistant could 
not «xd;ire^.iapp(rocve of their halving interested diemsel'ices in 
such subjects so exdusi^iseily. 

Of liie impersonatod "picture which Teeerved him toa his 
arrival, he never said a single word. On the other hand, 
when ibey :took him to see the church and the chapel with 
their new decorations, expecting to pikease him as much 41s 
they were pleased themselves, he did mot hesitate to express 
a veiy ^contrary opinion about it. 

''Tins jniacing op of tiie holy wilii the sensuous," he 
said, -''is anyttdng but pleasing to my taste; I oaimot like 
men to set <agatt certain %e^pecial (places, joonaeorate them, 
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and deck them «aiy that by so ^oing Hheyrnkj^amUk m 
themselves a temper of ittety. No orntMeirte, iMt even the 
very simplest, ^loiikl disturb in us that sense of the Divine 
Being which acoomponies us wherever we are, and can oanse- 
cxate every ^ot ioto a ten^Ie. What pleases me is to -see 
a hone-service of God held in the saloon where people oome 
tc^ether to eat, where they have their paities, and amuse 
tl^niflelves wkh ^uaes and dances. The highest, the most 
casceUent in men, has no form; and one should be cautious 
how one gives it any foxan ezeept noble action." 

Charlotte, who was already generally acquainted with his 
mode of ihinkii^, and in the imort time he had been at the 
castle, had already probed it more deeply, Iband something 
also which he might do for her in his own department ; and 
she had her garden children, whom the Ardutect had re- 
viewed shortly before his departure, maishaUed up into the 
great saloon. In iheir bright, dean nniforms, with their 
regular orderly movement, and their own natural vivacity, they 
looked exeeedii^ly velL The Assistant examined them in 
his own way, and by a variety of qnestions, and by the turns 
which he gave them, soon brought to light the ci^)acities and 
dii^wsitioBS of the children ; and without its seeming so^ in 
the apace of less than one hour he had realty given them 
important instruction and assistance. 

** How did yon manage that?" said CSiarlotte, as ^be chil- 
dren marched away. ''I listened with all my attention. 
Nothing was brought forward except tlungs which were quite 
fiimiliar, and yet I cannot tell the least hM>w I should b^ia, 
to bring them to be disoossed in so short a time so methodi- 
cally, with all this questioning and answerii^." 

** Perhaps," repEed the Assistant, '' we ought to make a 
secret of the trickscf our own handicraft. Howev^, I will 
not hide from you one very simple maxim, with the help of 
which you may do this, and a great deal more than this. 
Take any subject, a substance, an idea, whatever you like; 
keep fast hold of it; make yourself thoroughly acquainted 
with it in all its parts, and then it wUl be easy for you, in 
conversation, to find outi with a mass of children, how much 
about it has ali'eady developed itself in them ; what requires 
to be stimulated, what to be directly communicated^ The 

u2 
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answers to your questions may be as unsatisfactory as tbey 
will, they may wander wide of the mark ; if you only take 
care that your counter-question shall draw their thoughts and 
senses inwards again; if you do not allow yourself to be 
driven from your own position — ^the children will at last 
reflect, comprehend, learn only what the teacher desires them 
to learn, and the subject will be presented to them in the 
light in which he wishes them to see it. The greatest mis- 
take which he can make is to allow himself to be run away 
with from the subject ; not to know how to keep fast to the 
point with which he is engaged. Do you try this on your 
own account the next time the children come ; you will find 
you will be greatly entertained by it yourself." 

" That is very good," said Charlotte. " The right method 
of teaching is the reverse, I see, of what we must do in life. 
In society we must keep the attention long upon nothing, 
and in instruction the first commandment is to permit no 
dissipation of it." 

"Variety, without dissipation, were the best motto for 
both teaching and life, if this desirable equipoise were easy 
to be preserved," said the Assistant, and he was going on 
frirther with the subject, when Charlotte called out to him to 
look again at the children, whose merry troop were at the 
moment moving across the court. He expressed his satisfac- 
tion at seeing them wearing a uniform. " Men," he said, 
"should wear a xmiform from their childhood upwards. 
They have to accustom themselves to work together; to lose 
themselves among their equals; to obey in masses, and to 
work on a large scale. Every kind of uniform, moreover, 
generates a military habit of thought, and a smart, straight- 
forward carriage. All boys are bom soldiers, whatever you 
do with them. You have only to watch them at their mock 
fights and games, their storming parties and scaling parties." 

"On the other hand, you will not blame me," replied 
Ottilie, **if I do not insist with my girls on such unity of 
costume. When I introduce them to you, I hope to gratify 
you by a party-coloured mixture." 

'*! approve of that, entirely," replied the other. "Wo- 
men should go about in every sort of variety of dress; each 
following her own style and her own likings, that eadi may 
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learn to feel wbat sits well upon her and becomes her. And 
for a more weighty reason as well — ^because it is appointed 
for them to stand alone all their lives, and work alone." 

'' That seems to me to be a paradox/' answered Charlotte. 
** Are we then to be never anything for ourselves?" 

'*0, yes!" replied the Assistant. "In respect of other 
women assuredly. But observe a young lady as a lover, as a 
bride, as a housewife, as a mother. She always stands 
isolated. She is always alone, and will be alone. Even the 
most empty-headed woman is in the same case. Each one of 
them excludes all others. It is her nature to do so; because 
of each one of them is required everything which the entire 
sex have to do. With a man it is altogether different. He 
would make a second man if there were none. But a woman 
might live to an eternity, without even so much as thinking 
of producing a duplicate of herself." 

^' One has only to say the truth in a strange way," said 
Charlotte, " and at last the strangest thing will seem to be 
true. We will accept what is good for us out of your obser- 
vations, and yet as women we will hold t(^ether with 
women, and do common work with them too; not to give 
the other sex too great an advantage over us. Indeed, you 
must not take it iU of us, if in future we come to feel a little 
malicious satisfaction when our lords and masters do not get 
on in the very best way together." 

With much care, this wise, sensible person went on to 
examine more closely how Ottilie proceeded with her little 
pupils, and expressed his marked approbation of it. " You 
are entirely right," he said, "in directing these children 
only to what they can inmiediatel^ and usefully put in prac- 
tice. Cleanliness, for instance, will accustom them to wear 
their clothes with pleasure to themselves; and everything is 
gained if they can be induced to enter into what they do 
with cheerfulness and self-reflection." 

In other ways he found, to his great satisfaction, that 
nothing had been done for outward display; but aU was 
inward, and designeS to supply what was indispensably 
necessary. "In now few words," he cried, "might the 
whole business of education be summed up, if people hiad 
but ears to hear!" 
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^Will you try whether I' have any earsf"^ said Qttflb, 
smiling. 

*' Indeed I w^" ansanrered hs^ *^ only yon masb not h^my 
me^ Edaioate the boys to be sennmis, and the gizls: Hcn be 
mothers, and everytiiiag is as it should be." 

''To be mothera?*' replied Ottdlie. ''WomsB would 
soareely think that sufficient They hare to look fbrwaid, 
withoul; being mothers, to going out- into service. And; 
indeed, our young meni think themsdives a great deal toa 
good &r serrants* One can see easily^ in ewesy oeuc of tiiem, 
thatkrhe holds himself &a fitter to be a master." 

^itnd &r that reason we should say nothing ahont it: to 
tham," said the Assistant. '* W'O flattsir ourselves on ihlurs 
life; but life flatters not. us. How many men.* would like to^ 
adcnowledge at the outset, what at the endjtheymustracknow- 
ledge whether they like it os- not ^ But let ua leave those 
considerations, which do notooncecn us here.. 

'' 1 consider you very fortunate in having beea s^le to 
go so methodically to> work with your pupils^ J£ your v^ry 
lildie ones rim aboub with- their dolls^. and stttchi Isogether a 
few petticoats for them; if the eld^ sisters will: then tske 
care* of the younger^ and the whdie household know how to 
supply its own wants, and one member of it help tbe o&ens, 
the further step. into life wdll not then be great, andsudsc a girl 
will find in her husband what she has lost in* heii-parents.. 

'^ But aaiong tiie higher ranks the problem, is a soidy 
intricate one.. We have to provide for higher,^ finer, more 
delicate relations; especially for such as arise out of society. 
We are, therefore, obliged to give our pupils aa outward cid*-^ 
tivation. It is indispensable, it is necessary^ and ii may be* 
realiy valuable, if we da not overstep the proper measure in. 
it.. Only it is so easy^ while one is proposing to cidttvate f^ 
children, for a wider cisole, to drive them, out intotho' indfifi^ 
nite, without keeping before our eyes the? real ieqpaiaite» of 
the inner nature. llere lies, the problem^ which more^ or less 
must be either solved or blundered over by all educators* 

'^Many things, with which we fumidl our scholars att ibet 
school, do not please me; because experience tells me oi^hoiw 
little service they are likely to be in iditer-life* How mueh.tt 
not at once stripped off; how much is not at once oommittfid 
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to oblivion^ as- soom as tba young lady flnda liBiaelf in tihd. 
poBitionof a kousewife or a mother ! 

'^ In tha meaatima, smoa I faa^e devoted myaelf to this 
occupation,. I cannot but entertain a devout hope that one 
day^. with the oompanianBhip of some Mthfol helpmate,. I 
may succeed in cultivating purely in my pupils that, and that 
only, which they will require when they pass out into the field 
of independout activity and sel^-reliance ; that I may be able 
to say to myself;, in this sense isi their education con^leted. 
Another education there is indeed which will again speedily 
recommenGe, and work Qn< well nig^ through all the years of 
our life**the education which einQumstanoesjwill give us> if 
we do notgiva it to. oursfiivesv" 

How true Ottilie Mt were these w(Mrds! What had not a 
passion, little dreamed of before, done to educate her in the 
past year ! What triak did she not sea hovering before her 
if she Icloked. forward only ta the next— to the very next, 
which was now so neac!. 

It was not without a purpose that the young man had 
spoken of a helpmate — of a wife ; iov. with all his diffidence, 
he could not. re&ain &oiu* thus- remotely hinting at hi& own 
wishes. A number of circumstances and accidents v indeed, 
combined to iadtice him. on this visit to approack a &w steps 
towards his aim.. 

The Lady Superior of the. school was adxrancedi in years. 
She had been already for soma time looking about among, her 
fellow-labourers, male and female,. for some person whom she 
could take into partnership wdth herself, and at last had made 
proposals to the Assistant, in whom she had the highest 
ground for feeling confidence. He was to conduct the busi- 
ness o£ the school with. hersel£. He was to work with her in 
it,. as if it was his own; and aftex her death, as. hei^ heir, to 
enter, upon it as sole proprietor. 

The principal thing now seemed to b^. that ha ^ould find 
a wife who, would, co-operate with hinu Qttilie was secaretly 
before his eyes and be£i>re.his heart.. Anumber of; difficulties 
suggested themselvaB,. and yet again there were favourable 
circumstances, on the other side to counterbalance tkem. Lu«- 
ciana had left the school; Ottilie could therefore return with 
the. less difficulty., Of the a£&ir with Edwai'd^ some little 
had transpired. It passed, however,, as many such things 
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do, as a matter of indifference, and this very circumstance 
might make it desirable that she should leave the castle. 
And yet, perhaps, no decision would have been arrived at, 
no step would have been taken, had not an unexpected visit 
given a special impulse to his hesitation. The appearance of 
remarkable people, in any and every circle, can never be 
without its effects. 

The Count and the Baroness, who often found theinselves 
asked for their opinion, almost every one being in difficulty 
about the education of their children, as to the value of the 
various schools, had found it desirable to make themselves 
particularly acquainted with this one, which was generally so 
well spoken of; and under their present circumstances, tiiey 
were more easily able to carry on these inquiries in com- 
pany. 

The Baroness, however, had something else in .view as 
welL While she was last at the castle, she had talked over 
with Charlotte the whole affidr of Edward and Ottilie. She 
had insisted again and again that Ottilie must be sent away. 
She tried every means to encourage Charlotte to do it, and to 
keep her firom being frightened by Edward's threats. Several 
modes of escape from the difficulty were suggested. Acci- 
dentally the school was mentioned, and the Assistant and his 
incipient passion, which made the Baroness more resolved 
than ever to pay her intended visit there. 

She went; she made acquaintance with the Assistant; 
looked over the establishment,* and spoke of Ottilie. The 
Count also spoke with much interest of her, having in his 
recent visit learnt to know her better. She had been drawn 
towards him ; indeed, she had felt attracted by him ; believing 
that she could see, that she could perceive in his solid, sub- 
stantial conversation, something to which hitherto she had 
been an entire stranger. In her intercourse with Edward* 
the world had been utterlv forgotten; in the presence of the 
Count, the world appeared first worth regarding. The attrac- 
tion was mutual. The Coimt conceived a liking for Ottilie ; 
he would have been glad to have had her for a daughter. 
Thus a second time, and worse than the first time, she was in 
the way of the Baroness. Who knows what, in times when 
passions ran hotter than they do now-a-days, this lady might 
not have devised against her? As things were, it was enough 
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if she coold get her married, and render her more innocuous 
for the future to the peace of mind of married women. She 
therefore artfully urged the Assistant, in a delicate, hut effec- 
tiye manner, to set out on a little excursion to the castle ; 
-where his plans and his wishes, of which he made no secret 
to the lady, he might forthwith take steps to realize. 

With the fullest consent of the Superior he started off on 
his expedition, and in his heart he nourished good hopes of 
success. He knew that Ottilie was not ill-disposed towards 
him; and although it was true there was some disproportion 
of rank between them, yet distiuctions of this kind were &st 
disappearing in the temper of the time. Moreover, the 
Baroness had made him perceiTO clearly that Ottilie must 
always remain a poor portionless maiden. To be related to 
a wealthy family, it was said, could be of service to nobody. 
For even with Ihe largest property, men have a feeling that 
it is not right to deprive of any considerable sum, those who, 
as standing in a nearer degree of relationship, appear to have 
a fuller right to possession; and really it is a strange thing, 
that the immense privilege which a man ]ias of disposing of 
his property after his death, he so very seldom uses for the 
benefit of tiiose whom he loves, out of regard to established 
usage only appearing to consider those who would inherit 
his estate firom him supposing he made no will at all. 

Thus, while on his journey, he grew to feel himself entirely 
on a level with Ottilie. A fitvourable reception raised his 
hox>es. He found Ottilie indeed not altogether so open with 
him as usual, but she was considerably matured, more deve- 
loped, and, if you please, generally more conversible than 
he had known her. She was ready to give him the fullest 
insight into many things which were in any way connected 
with his profession; but when he attempted to approach 
his proner object, a certain inward shyness always held 
him back. 

Once, however, Charlotte gave him an opportunity for 
saying something. In Ottilie's presence she said to him, 
*^ Well now, you have looked closely enough into everything 
which is gomg forward in mv circle. How do you find 
Ottilie ? you had better say while she is here." 

Hereupon the Assistant signified, with a clear perception 
and composed expression, how that, in respect of a freer car- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



170 eoEisB. 

riage, o€ an- easier maimer in speaking; of a hig&er-inttglit 
into the things of the worlds whiok showed itself more in 
aetions than in. words, he fonnd Ottilie altered much, for the 
better ; but that he still believed itmight be of serious advan^ 
tage to her if she would go back for some little time to. the 
school, in order methodinally and thcoroughiy to make herown 
for ever what the world was^ only imparting to her in £cag- 
ments and pieces^ ratb^ perplexing her: than satis^ng hec, 
and often too late to be of senrice. Hie- did not wish t»be 
prolix, about it. Ottilie heiself knsw best how much method 
and conxKction th^e was in the style ol instruetion out ai 
which,. in> tiiat case,, i^ ^nould be- taken. 

Otadlie: had nothing to say against this ; she could not 
aoknowiedge what it was which these words made her feel, 
because she was handly^ able to. eieplain it to herself. It 
seemed to her as i£ noliiing in. the world was disconnected so 
long as she thought oftheons person whom she loved: and 
she could not conceive how^ wdtibout.him^. anything cojild be 
connected at all. 

CharlottBL repliedi to. thej pzoposal wiik a. wise kindness; 
^e said tha^ she; hm'self, a0*\«€dl aS: Qtdlie^ had long, desired 
her jse^xaai to tixe school.. At that time, howe^r, the pre<- 
sennet of aO' dear a. companioUi and helper had; become; indis* 
pensable to herself; sdll ^e would offer no obstaole at some 
future period, if. Ottilie. continued, to wish it, to her going 
back there for such a timie as woidd enable her to complete 
what she had. begun, and to make, entirely hen own what had. 
been: intexrupted. 

The Assistant listeaoed with delight to this qualiBied assent. 
Ottilie did not '^nturato say anything againsib it^. although the- 
ymxy thought made her shuddE^r. Charlotte, onj her aide^ 
thou^t only how to gain lime^ She hoped. tJiat iklward 
would soon.come back and find himself a l^py father^. then, 
she was convinced all would go right ; and one way or: auotheis 
they would.be able to settle somethuo^^for Ottilie^. 

After* an important conversation which hasfuimished maimer 
fbc a£ter-reflection to ail who have taken part in. it, there cem- 
monly followss a sort oi pause,, which uh appearance is like a 
general embarrassments They, walkedup and di»wn«the saloon. 
The Aesistant turned, over tiie leaves. q£ vamous^ books^ and 
oame at last on the folio of. eng^vings which had r^aoained 
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lying tiiere since Snemna's time* Ab soon as he sairtliat it 
contained not^iing^bot apes, he (dmt it mp again. 

It may haye been this, how e rer , which gave occasion to a 
conYieTsatioji; at which wa find tracoa* in Ottilie'a diary. 

TROW O TT XIiXB^ S DTABT. 

^' It is strange how men can have* tiieheart to take* sncb 
pains with the pictures of those hideous monkeys. One lowers 
one's«4ael£suffici€3i<iy when one hraks.at them merely * as ani- 
mals, but it is really wicked to give way to the inclination ta 
look for people whom we know behind such maaka." 

^^ It iff » SEore mark o£ at oertaus oUiquity, to. take pleasure 
in caricatures and monstooua* fiices, and pigmies. I have to 
thank our kind J^sistant tiiiat I have never been yexed 
with natural history ; I could never make m3nsel£ at home 
with worms and beetles." 



*' Just nomhe acknowledged to me;, thai it was the same 
withhimu ^'Oinatuze^' he said, ' we ought to know nothing* 
except. what i» actually ali^e immediateiy around us*. With 
the. tcaee which blossom- and put out leaves and hear fruit in. 
our. own neighbourhood,, with every idniib. whicL we: pass by^ 
with every blade of grass on whidi we tread, we'Stand. iu a; 
real relation. They are our genuine compatriots. The birds 
which hop up and:, dbwn among our branches, which* sing 
among our leavesi belong to us ; ^y. speak to us from our 
diildhood upwards, ondiwe leaiaLto.*under8tRnd.thBib language. 
But let a man ask himself whether or not every strange cvea* 
ture, torn out of its natural environment, does not at first sight 
make a sort of painful impression upon him, which is only 
deadened by custom. It is a mark of a motley, dissipated 
sort of life, to be able to endhze* monifeys, and parrots^ and 
black people, about one's-self." 

*' Many times^when at certain. longing cuzdosity about these 
efcrange objects has come over me, 1 have envied the traveller 
who seee^such marvels in Uving^. everyday oonneetiom vnihi 
other marvels. But he, toov must have become another man. 
Palm-trees will not allow a man to wander among them with 
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impunity ; and doubtless his tone of thinking becomes veiy 
di^erent in a land where elephants and tigers are at home." 

** The only inquirers into nature whom we care to respect^ 
are such as know how to describe and to represent to us the 
strange wonderful things which they have seen in their 
proper locality, each in its own especial element. How I 
should enjoy once hearing Humboldt talk ! " 

'' A cabinet of natural curiosities we may regard like an 
Egyptian burying-place, where the various plant gods and 
animal gods stand about embalmed. It may be well enough 
for a priest-caste to busy itself with such things in a twilight 
of mystery. But in general instruction, they have no place 
or business ; and we must beware of them all the more, 
because what is nearer to us, and more valuable, may be so 
easily thrust aside by them." 

" A teacher who can arouse a feeling for one single good 
action, for one single good poem, accomplishes more than he 
who fUIs our memory with rows on rows of natural objects, 
classified with name and form. For what is the result of all 
these, except what we know as well without them, that the 
human figure pre-eminently and peculiarly is made in the 
image and likeness of God ?" 

" Individuals may be left to occupy themselves with what- 
ever amuses them, with whatever gives them pleasure, what- 
ever they think useful; but the proper study of mankind is 



CHAPTER VIII. 

There are but few men who care to occupy themselves 
with the immediate past. Either we are forcibly bound up 
in the present, or we lose ourselves in the long gone-by, and 
seek Imck for what is utterly lost, as if it were possible to 
summon it up again, and rehabilitate it. Even in great and 
wealthy fanmies who arc under large obligations to their 



Digitized by VjjOOQIC 



EZ.ECTITZ AFFIiriTIES. 173 

ancestors, we commonly find men thinking more of their 
grandfathers than their Others. 

Such reflections as these suggested themselres to our 
Assistant, as, on one of those beautiful days in which the 
departing winter is accustomed to imitate the spring, he had 
been walking up and down the great old castle garden, and 
admiring the tall avenues of the lindens, and the formal 
walks and flower-beds which had been laid out by Edward's 
father. The trees had thriven admirably, according to the 
design of him who had planted them, and now when they 
ought to have begun to be valued and enjoyed, no one ever 
spoke of them. Hardly any one even went near them^ and 
the interest and the outlay was now directed to the other side, 
out into the free and the open. 

He remarked upon it to Charlotte on his return ; she did 
not take it unkindly. '^ While life is sweeping us forwards," 
she replied, '' we fancy that we are acting out our own im- 
pulses ; we believe that we choose ourselves what we will do, 
and what we will enjoy. But in fact, if we look at it closely, 
our actions are no more than the plans, and the desires of the 
time which we are compelled to carry out." 

'' No doubt," said the Assistant. *^ And who is strong 
enough to withstand the stream of what is round him ? Time 
passes on, and in it, opinions, thoi^hts, prejudices, and inte- 
rests. If the youth of the son fidls in the era of revolution, 
we may feel assured that he will have nothing in common 
with his father. If the father lived at a time when the desire 
was to accumulate property, to secure the possession of it, to 
narrow and to gather one's-self in, and to base one's enjoy- 
ment in separation from the world, the son will at once seek 
to extend himself, to communicate himself to others, to spread 
himself over a wide surface, and open out his closed stores." 

" Entire periods," replied Charlotte, " resemble this father 
and son whom you have been describing. Of the state of 
things when every little town was obliged to have its walls 
and moats, when the castle of the nobleman was built in a 
swamp, and the smallest manor-houses were only accessible 
by a draw-biidge, we are scarcely able to form a conception. 
In our days, tbe largest cities take down their walls, the 
moats of the princes' castles are filled in ; cities are no more 
than great places^ and when one travels and sees all this, one 
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might fancy that tmiversal peace was just established, and 
the golden age was before the door. No one leels himself 
easy in a garden whirfi does not look like the open country. 
There mast be nothing to remind him of form and constraint ; 
we dhoose to be entirely free, and to draw our breath without 
sense of confinement. Do you^onoeive it possible, my<fi*iend, 
that we can ever return again out of this into enotheiv into 
our former condition ?" 

" Why should we not?" replied the Assistant. "Every 
condition has its own burden along witii it, the most relaxed as 
well as the most constrained. I^e first presupposes abun- 
dance, and leads to extravagance. Let want re-appear, and 
the spirit of moderation is at once with us again. Men who 
are obliged to make use of their space and their eoiL, will 
speedily enough raise walls up round itheir gardens to be sure 
of their erops and plants. Out of this wiU arise by decrees a 
new phase of things : the useful will again gain the upper 
hand; and even the man of laige possessions will feel at hist 
that he most make the most of all which belongs to him. 
Believe me, it is quite possible that your son may become 
indifierent to all which you have been doing in the park, 
and draw in again behind the solemn walls and the tall 
lindens <af his grandfadier.'* 

The secret pleasure which it gave CSiadotte to have a son 
foretold to her, made her forgive the Asostant bis somewhat 
unfriendly prophecy of how it might oae day hire with her 
lovely, beautiful pam. She tiierefare answered without any 
discomposure: " Y<m and I are not old enough yet to have 
lived through very much of these eoontradictions ; and yet when 
I look back into my own early youth, when I renumber the 
style of complaints which I used dien to hear from older 
people, aad when I think at the same time of what tiie country 
and the town then were, I have nothing to advanee against 
what you si^. But is there nothing which one oaii do to 
remedy tMs natural course cf things r Are farther and son^ 
parents and children, to be always thus unable to UKderstand 
eadi other ? You have been «o kind as to pn^hesy a boy to 
me. Is it necessary that he mast Bta&d in ogDtrMietion to 
his frither ? Must he destroy wiiat his parents have erected, 
instead of completing it, instead of following on Vftm the 
same idea, and elevating it? 
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"There k a raiiotial remedy for it," rapAied Ae Assistant. 
*' But it is one which will be bnt seldom put in practice by 
men. The father shoidd raise his son to a joint ownership 
■with himself. He should permit him to plant «nd to build ; 
and allow him the same innocent liberty which he allows to 
himself. One form of aetiyify ntay be wc^ven into another, 
bnt it camiot be pieced tm. to it. A young shoot may be 
readily and easily grafted with an old stem, to which no 
grown branch admits of being fastened." 

The Assistant was glad to have had tiie opportunity, at 
the moment when he saw himself obliged to take his leave, 
of saying something agreeable to CSiarlotte, and thus making 
himself a new link to secure her favour. He iiad been 
already too long absent &om home, and yet be conld not mahe 
up his -mind to return there, -until after a full omiviction that 
he must aUcFW the approaching epoch of C^iarlotte^s confine- 
ment&st to pass by, before he could lookfor any decision from 
her in respect to Ottilie. He therefore accommodated iiim- 
self to the circumstances, and r^toroaed with these prospects 
and hopes to the Superior. 

Oiarlotte's Kioiifiaement was now approadhing ; she kept 
mere in her own room. The ladies who had gathered about 
her were her closest companions. OtdlHe managed all 
domestic matters, hardly able, however, the while, to think 
what she was domg. She had indeed utteiiy rescued iher- 
self; she desired to ^sontinue to exert hersetf to Sue extent 
of her power for Charlotte, for the child, for Edward. But 
she could not see how it wcmld be possible for her. Nothing 
could save her from utter distraction, except patiently to do 
the duty "which each day brought with it. 

A flon was brought happily into the world, sad the ladies 
teetered, with one voice, it was the very image of its father. 
Only Ottilie, as €(he wished the new mother joy,;and kissed 
the child with all her heart, was unable to see the Ekeness. 
Once already Charlotte had felt most painfully the ikbsenoe 
of her busband, when «he had to make preparations for her 
daughter's marriage. And now the -fother could <not be 
present at the birth of his son. He «ouMiiot have the choos- 
ing of the name by which the child was hereafter to be called. 
The first among all Charlotte's friends who came to ivish 
her joy was Mittler. He had placfed exprrases «eady to 
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bring him news tlie instant the event took place. He was 
admitted to see her, and, scarcely able to conceal his triumph 
even before Ottilie, when alone with Charlotte he broke 
fairly out with it; and was at once ready with means to 
remove all anxieties, and set aside all immediate dij£culties. 
The baptism should not be delayed a day longer than neces- 
sary. The old clergyman, who had one foot already in ihe 
grave, should leave his blessing, to bind together the past 
and the future. The child should be called Otto ; what name 
would he bear so fitly as that of his father and of his father's 
t friend ? 

It required the peremptory resolution of this man to set aside 
the innumerable considerations, alignments, hesitations, diffi- 
culties ; what this person knew, and that person knew better ; 
the opinions, up and down, and backwards and forwards, 
which eveiT friend volunteered. It always happens on such 
occasions ^at when one inconvenience is removed, a fresh 
inconvenience seems to arise; and in wishing to spare all 
sides, we inevitably go wrong on one side or the other. 

The letters to friends and relations were all undertaken by 
Mittler, and they were to be written and sent off at once. 
It was highly necessary, he thought, that the good fortune 
which he considered so important for the family, should be 
known as widely as possible through the ill-natured and 
misinterpreting world. For indeed these late entanglements 
and perplexities had got abroad among the public, which at 
all times has a conviction that whatever happens, happens 
only in order that it may have something to talk about. 

The ceremony of the baptism was be observed with all due 
honour, but it was to be as brief and as private as possible. 
The people came together ; Ottilie and Mittier were to hold 
the child as sponsors. The old pastor, supported by the 
servants of the church, came in with slow steps ; the prayers 
were offered. The child lay in Ottilie's arms, and as she 
was looking affectionately down at it, it opened its eyes and 
she was not a littie startled when she seemed to see her own 
eyes looking at her. The likeness would have surprised 
. any one. Mittier, who next had to receive the child, started 
as well; he fancying he saw in the littie features a most 
striking likeness to the Captain. He had never seen a 
resemblance so marked. 
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The infirmity of the good old dei^yinaa had not pennitted 
him to accompany the ceremony with more than the usiud 
liturgy. 

Mittler, however, who was full of his subject, recollected 
bis old performances when he had been in the ministry, and 
indeed it was one of his peculiarities that on evexy sort of 
occasion, he always thought what he would like to say, and 
bow he would express himself about it. 

At this time he was the less able to contain himself, as he 
was now in the midst of a circle consisting entirely of well 
known Mends. He began therefore towards the conclusion of 
the service, to put himself quietly into the place of the clergy- 
man ; to make cheerful speeches aloud, expressive of his duty 
and his hopes as godfather, and to dweU all the longer on the 
subject, as he thought he saw in Charlotte's gratified manner 
that she was pleased with his doing so. 

It altogether escaped the eagerness of the orator, that thQ 
good old man would gladly have sat down ; still less did he 
thmk that he was on the way to occasion a more serious evil. 
After he had described with all his power of impressiveness 
the relation in which every person present stood toward the 
child, therebv putting OttiHe's composure sorely to the proof, 
he turned at last to the old man with the words, '*And you, my 
worthy father, you may now well say with Simeon, * Lord, 
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, for mine eyes 
have seen the saviour of this house.' " 

He was now in full swing towards a brilliant peroration, 
when he perceived the old man to whom he held out the 
diild, first appear a little to incline towards it, and inmie- 
diately after to totter and sink backwards. Hardly prevented 
from falling, he was lifted to a seat ; but, notwithstanding the 
instant assistance which was rendered, he was found to be 
dead. 

To see thus side by side birth and death, the coffin and 
the cradle, to see them and to realise them, to comprehend, 
not with the eye of imagination, but with the bodily eye, at 
one moment these fearful opposites, was a hard trial to the 
spectators ; the harder, the more utterly it had taken them 
by surprise. Ottilie alone stood contemplating the slum- 
berer, whose features still retained their gentle sweet expres- 
sion, with a kind of envy. The life of her soul was killed; 

ir 
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Irlqr ibould tKe hodiky life any longer drag on in weari- 
ness? 

But though Ottilia was frequently led by melancholy inci^ 
dents which ocenrred in the day« to thoughts of ihe past, of 
separation and of loss, at night she had strange visions given 
iter to comfort her, which assured her of tibe existence of 
her beloved, and thus strengthened her, and gave her life for 
her own. When she laid berself down at night to rest, and 
was floating among sweet sensations between sleep and 
waking, she seemed to be looking into a clear but aofHy 
illuminated space. In this she would see Edward with the 
greatest distinctness, and not in the dress in which i^ had 
been accustomed to see him, but in military uniform ; never 
in the same position, but always in a natural one, and not the 
least with anything fantastic about him, either standing or 
walking, or lying down or riding. The figure, which was 

Cinted with the utmost minuteness, moved readily before 
r without any effort of hers, without her willing it or 
exerting her imagination to produce it. Frequently she saw 
him surrounded with somethmg in motion, which waa darker 
than the bright ground ; but the figures were shadowy, and 
she could scarcely distinguish them— Hsometimes they were 
like men, sometimes they were like horses, or like trees, or 
like mountaina. She usually went to sleep in the midst of 
the apparition, and when, «fter a quiet night, she woke again 
in the morning, she felt refredned and comforted; she could 
say to herseK, Edward still lives, and she herself was still 
remaining in the closest relation towards him. 



CHAPTER IX. 

The spring was come ; it was late, but it therefore burst out 
more rapidly and more exhilaratingly than usual OttUie 
now found in the garden the fruits of her carefulness. Every- 
thing shot up and came out in leaf and flower at its proper 
time. A number of plants which she had been training up 
under glass frames and in hotbeds, now burst forward at once 
to meet, at last the advances of nature ; and whatever there 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ELECTIVE JLFFI17ITIES. 179 

VM to do, and to take care ol^ it did not remain the mere 
labour ol hope which it had been, but brought its reward 
in immediate and substantial enjoyment. 

There was many a chasm however among the finest shoots 
produced by Luciana's wild ways, for whi(£ she bad to con- 
sole the gardener, and the symmetry of many a leafy ooro- 
Det was di^troyed. She tded to encourage him to hope that it 
would all be soon restored again, but he had too deep a feel- 
ing, and too pure an idea of the nature of his business, for 
such grounds of comfort to be of much service with him. Little 
as the gardener allowed himself to have his attention dissi- 
pated by other tastes and inclinations, he oould the less bear 
to have the peaceful course interrupted which the plant 
foUowB towards its enduring or its transient perfection. A 
plant is like a self-willed man, out of whom we can obtain 
an which we desire, if we will only treat him his own way. 
A calm eye, a silent method, in all seasons of the year, and 
at every hour, to do exactly what has then to be done, is 
required of no one perh^ more than of a gardener. These 
qualities the good man possessed in an eminent degree, and 
it waa on that account that Ottilie liked so well to work with 
him; but for some time past he had not found himself able 
to exercise his peculiar talent with any pleasure to himself. 
Whatever concerned the fruit-gardening or kitchen-garden- 
ing, as well as whatever had in time pust been required ia 
the ornamental gardens, he understood perfectly. One man 
succeeds in one thing, another in another ; he succeeded in 
iheseu In his' management of the orangery, of the bulbous 
flowers, in budding shoots and growing cuttings from the 
carnations and auriculas, he might challenge nature herself. 
But the new ornamental shrubs and fEushionable flowers 
remained in a measure strange to him. He had a kind of 
shyness of the endless field of botany, which had been lately 
opening itself, and the strange names humming about his 
ears made him cross and ill-tempered. The orders for flowers 
which had been made by his lord and lady in the course of 
the past year, he considered so much useless waste and ex- 
travagance. All the more, as he saw many valuable plants 
disa}^>ear; and sa he had ceased to stand on the best possible 
terms with the nursery gardeners, who he £uicied had not 
been serving him honestly. 

S2 
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Consequently, after a number of attempts, he had formed 
a sort of a plan, in which Ottilie encouraged him the more 
readily, because its first essential condition was the return of 
Edward, whose absence in this, as in many other matters, 
every day had to be felt more and more seriously. 

Now that the plants were ever striking new roots, and 
putting out their shoots, Ottilie felt herself even more 
fettered to this spot. It was just a year since she had 
come there as a stranger, as a mere insignificant creature. 
How much had she not gained for herself since that time ! 
but, alas ! how much had she not also since that time lost 
again! Never had she been so rich, and never so poor. The 
feelings of her loss and of her gain alternated momentarily 
one with another, chasing each other through her heart; 
and she could find no other means to help herself, except 
always to set to work again at what lay nearest to her, with 
such interest and eagerness as she could command. 

That everything which she knew to be dear to Edward 
received especial care from her may be supposed. And why 
should she not hope that he himself would now soon come back 
again ; and that when present, he would show himself grateful 
for aU the care and pains which she had taken for him in 
his absence? 

But there was also a far different employment which she 
took upon herself in his service ; she had undertaken the 
principal char^ of the child, whose immediate attendant it 
was aU the easier for her to be, as they had determined not 
to put it into the hands of a nurse, but to bring it up them- 
selves by hand with milk and water. In the beautiful season 
it was much out of doors, enjoying the free air, and Ottilie 
liked best to take it out herself, to carry the unconscious 
sleeping infant among the flowers and blossoms which 
should one day smile so brightlv on its childhood, — among 
the young shrubs and plants, which, by their youth, seemed 
designed to grow up with the young lord to their after 
stature. When she looked about her, she did not hide from 
herself to what a high position that child was bom : £ar and 
wide, wherever the eye could see, all would one day belong to 
him. How desirable, how necessary it must therefore be, 
that it should grow up under the eyes of its &,ther and its 
mother, and renew ana strengthen the union between them! 
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Ottilie saw all this so clearly, that she represented it to 
herself as conclusiTely decided, and for herself, as concerned 
with it, she never felt at all. Under this £Eur hearen, by this 
bright sunshine, at once it became dear to her, that her love 
if it would perfect itself, must become altogether unselfish; 
and there were many moments in which she believed it was an 
elevation which she had already attained. She only desired 
the well-being of her friend. She fiincied herself able to resign 
him, and never to see him any more, if she could only know 
that he was happy. The one only determination wmch she 
formed for herself was never to belong to another. 

They had taken care that the autumn should be no less 
brilliant than the spring. Sun-flowers were there, and all 
the other plants which are never tired of blossoming in 
autumn, and continue boldly on into the cold; asters espe- 
cially were sown in the greatest abundance, and scattered 
about in all directions, to form a starry h^ven upon the 
earth* 

PEOM OTTILIE's SIAST. 

" Any good thought which we have read, anything striking 
which we have heard, we commonly enter in our diary ; but 
if we would take the trouble, at the same time, to copy out 
of our Mends' letters the remarkable observations, the origi- 
nal ideas, the hasty words so pregnant in meaning, which we 
might' find in them, we should then be rich indeed. We lay 
aside letters never to read them again, and at last we destrov 
them out of discretion, and so disappears the most beautiful, 
the most immediate breath of life, irrecoverably for our- 
selves and for others. I intend to make amends in future 
for such neglect." 

" So, then, once more the old story of the year is being 
repeated over again. We are come now, thank God, again 
to its most charming chapter. The violets and the may- 
flowers are as its superscriptions and its vignettes. It always 
makes a pleasant impression on us when we open again at 
these pages in the book of life." 

" We find fault with the poor, particularly with the little 
ones among them, when they loiter about the streets and beg. 
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Do we not observe, thait thej begin to work i^n, as soon as 
ever thei^ k anything for them to do ? Haurdly has nature 
nnfdded her smiling treasures, than the children are at onee 
upon her track to open ont a calling for themselves. None 
of them beg any more; they have each a nosegay to offer 
you; they were out and gathering it before you had awakened 
out of your sleep, and the supplicating face looks as sweetly 
at you as the present which tiie band is holding out. No 
person ever looks miserable who feels that he has a right to 
make a demand upon you»'^ 

^' How is it that the year sometimes seems so ebort, and 
sometimes is so long? How is it that it is so short when it 
is passing, and so long as we look back over it? When I 
think of the past (and it never comes so powerfully over 
me as in the garden), I feel how the perishing and the 
enduring work one upon l&e other, and there is nothing 
whose endurance is so brief as not to leave behind it some 
trace of itself, something in its own likeness." 

« We are able to tolerate the winter. We fancy that we 
can extend ourselves more freely when the trees are so 
spectral, so transparent They are nothing, but they con- 
ceal nothing ; but when once the germs and buds begin to 
show, then we become impatient for the full foliage to come 
out, for the landscape to put on its body, and &e tree to 
stand before us as a form.^' 



" Everything which is perfect in its kind, must pass out 
beyond and transcend its kind. It must be an inimitable 
something of another and a higher nature. In many of its 
tones the nightingale is only a bird ; then it rises up above 
its class, and seems as if it would teach every feathered 
creature what singing really is.'* 

** A IHe without love, without the presence of the beloved, 
is but poor comidie d tirair. We dntw out slide after slide, 
swiftly tiring of each, and pushing it back to make haste to 
the next. Even what we know to be good and important, 
bangs but wearily together ; every step is an end, and every 
step is a fresh beginning/' 
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GHAPTBBX. 

Chablotte meanwhile was well and in good spints. She 
was Ikappy in her beantiM boy, whose fair promisiiig little 
form, every hour was a delight to both her eyes and heart. 
In hint she ibund a new luui to connect her with the world 
and with her property. Her old aetiidty began anew to stir 
ill her again. 

Look which way she would^ she saw how much had been 
done in the year that was past, and it was a pleasure to her 
to eontemplate it. Enlivened by the strength of these feel- 
ings, she climbed up to the summer-house with Ottilie and 
the child, aoid as she laid the latter down on the little table» 
as on the altar of her house, and saw the two seats still 
vacant, she thought of gone- by times, and fresh hopea rose 
out before her for herself and tot Ottilie. 

Young ladies^ perhaps, look timidly round them at this or 
that young man, carrying on a silent examination, whether they 
would like to have him for a husband ; but whoever has a 
daughter or a female ward to care for, takes a wider circle 
in her survey. And so it &jed at this moment with Charlotte, 
to whom, as she thought of how they had once sat side by 
side in that summer-house, a union aid not seem impossible 
between the Captain and Ottilie. It had not remained un- 
known to her, that Uie plans for the advantageous marriage, 
which had been proposed to the Captain, had come to 

TinfKtng, 

Charlotte went on up the eli^ and Ottilie carried the child. 
A number of reflections crowded upon the former. Even on 
the firm land there are frequent enough shipwrecks, and the 
true wise conduct is to recover ourselves, and refit our vessel 
as fast as possible. Is life to be calculated only by its gains 
and losses? Who has not made arrangement on arrange- 
ment, and has not seen them broken in pieces? How often 
does not a man strike into a road and ipse it again ! How 
often are we not turned aside from one point wluich we had 
sharply before our eye, but only to reach some higher stage! 
The traveller, to his greatest annoyance, breaks a wheel upon 
his journey, and tl^ough this unpleasant accident makes 
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some clianning acquaintance, and forms some new connection, 
which has an influence on all his life. Destiny grants us our 
wishes, but in its own way, in order to give us something 
beyond our wishes. 

Among these and similar reflections they reached the new 
building on the hill, where they intended to establish them* 
selyes for the sunmier. The view all roimd them was far 
more beautiful than could have been supposed ; every little 
obstruction had been removed ; all the loveliness of the land- 
scape, whatever nature, whatever the season of the year had 
•done for it, came out in its beauty before the eye ; ana already 
-the young plantations, which had been made to All up a few 
openings, were beginning to look green, and to form an 
vagreeable connecting link between parts which before stood 
.separate. 

The house itself was nearly habitable ; the views, parti- 
cularly from the upper rooms, were of the richest variety. 
The longer you looked round you, the more beauties you 
discovered. What magnificent effects would not be produced 
here at the different hours of day— by sunlight and by moon- 
light ? Nothing could be more delightful than to come and 
live there, and now that she found all tiie rough work finished, 
^Charlotte longed to be busy again. An upholsterer, a tapestry* 
changer, a painter, who could lay on the colours with patterns, 
and a little gilding, were all which were required, and these 
*were soon found, and in a short time the building was com- 
ipleted. Kitchen and cellar stores were quickly^ laid in; 
^being so far from the castle, it was necessary to have all 
essentials provided ; and the two ladies with ihe child went 
up and settled there. From this residence, as from a new 
centre point, unknown walks opened out to them ; and in 
these high regions the free fresh air and the beautiful 
weather were thoroughly delightful. 

Ottilia's favourite wadk, sometimes alone, sometimes with 
the child, was down below, towards the plane-trees ; along 
a pleasant footpath, leading directly to the point where one of 
the boats was kept chained in which people used to go across 
the water. She often indulged herself in an expedition on 
the water, only without the child, as Charlotte was a little 
imcasy about it# She never missed, however, paying a daily 
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visit to the castle garden and the gardener, and going to look 
"with him at his show of greenhouse plantSi which were all 
out now, enjoying the free air. 

At this heautiful season, Charlotte was much pleased to 
receive a visit from an English nobleman, who nad made 
acquaintance with Edward abroad, having met him more 
than once, and who was now curious to see the laying out of 
his park, which he had heard so much admired. He brought 
with him a letter of introduction from the Count, and intro- 
duced at the same time a quiet but most agreeable man as 
his travelling companion. He went about seeing everything, 
sometimes with Charlotte and Ottilie, sometimes with the 
gardeners and the foresters, often with his friend, and now 
and then alone; and they coidd perceive clearly from his 
observations that he took an interest in such matters, and 
understood them well ; indeed, that he had himself probably 
executed many such. 

Although he was now advanced in life, he entered warmly 
into everything which could serve for an ornament to life, 
or contribute anything to its impoiiance. 

In his presence, the ladies came first properly to enjoy 
what was round them. His practised eye received every 
effect in its freshness, and he found all the more pleasure in 
what was before him, as he had not previously known the 
place, and was scarcely able to distinguish what man had done 
there from what nature had presented to him ready made. 

We may even say that through his remarks the park grew 
and enriched itself; he was able to anticipate in their fulfil- 
ment the promises of the growing plantations. There was 
not a spot where there was any effect which could be either 
heightened or produced, but wlmt he observed it. 

In one place he pointed to a foimtain which, if it was cleaned 
out, promised to be the most beautiful spot for a pic-nic 
party. In another, to a cave which had only to be enlarged 
and swept clear of rubbish to form a desirable seat. A few 
trees mi^ht be cut down, and a view would be opened from 
it of some grand masses of rock, towering magnificently 
against the sky. He wished the owners joy that so much 
was still remaining for them to do, and he besought them not 
to be in a hmTy about it, but to keep for themselves for years 
to come the pleasures of shaping and improving. 
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At the hours which the ladies usually spest alone he was 
never in the way^ for he was occupied the greatest part of the 
day in catching such views in the park as would make good 
paintings, in a portable camera obscura, and drawing &om 
them, in order to secure some desirable fniits &(mi his 
travels for hims^ and others. For many years past he 
had been in the habit of doing this in all remarkable places 
which he visited, and had provided himself by it with a 
most charming and interesting collection. He showed the 
ladies a large portfolio which he had brought with him, and 
entertained them with the pictures and with descriptions. 
And it waa a real delight to them, here in their solitude, to 
travel so pleasantly over the world, and see sweep past them, 
shores and havens, mountains, lakes, and rivers, cities, castles^ 
and a hundred other localities whidi have a name in history. 

Each of the two ladies, had an especial interest in it 
— ^Charlotte the more general interest in whatever was his- 
torically remarkable ; OttOie dwelling in preference on the 
scenes of which Edward used most to talk, — ^where he liked 
best to stay, and which he would most often revisit. Every 
man has somewhere, far or near, his peculiar localities which 
attract him ; scenes which, according to his character, either 
from first impressions, or from particular associations^ ot 
firom habit, have a charm for him beyond all others. 

She, therefore, asked the Earl which,, of all these places, 
pleased him best, where he would like to settle, and Hve for 
himself, if he might choose. Thore was mate than one lovely 
spot which he pointed out, with what had happened to him 
there to make him love and value it ; and the peculiar acccn- 
tuated French in which he spoke, made it most pleasant to 
listen to him. 

To the further question, which was his ordinary residence, 
which he property considered his home; he replied, with- 
out any hesitation, in a manner quite unexpected by the 
ladies. 

^'I have accustomed myself by this time to be at home 
everywhere, and I find, after all,, that it is much more agree- 
able to allow others to {dant, and build, and keep house ibr 
me. I have no desire to return to my own possessions, partly 
on political grounds, but principally because my son, for 
whose sake alone it was any pleasure to me to remain aaud 
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walk there,— wIk) will, by^-aad-bje, laherit it, and widi 
whom I hoped to enjo^ it,— too k no intoveol in the place at 
aUr but has gone out to india^ wfaeie, like nanj other foolish 
fellows, he fiincies he can make a higher use of his life. He 
is more likely to squander it. 

^ AssTiredly we spend far too much labour and ootkj in 
preparation for life.. Instead of beginning at once to make 
ourselves happy in a moderate condition, we spread ourselves 
out wider and wider, only to make ourselyes more and more 
uncomfortable. Who is there now to enjoy my mansion, my 
perk, my gardens } Not I, nor any of mine, — strangers^ 
vkitors, OS curious, restless travellers. 

*^ Eveaoi with lai^ means, we are erer but half and half at 
home, especially in the country, where we miss many things 
to which we have oecome accustomed in town. The book for 
which we are most anxious is not to be had, and just the 
thing which we most wanted is forgotten. We take to 1 ' _ 
domestic, only again to go out of ourselyes ; if we do not go 
astray of our own will luid caprice, circumstances, passions^ 
acddents, necessity, and one does not know what besides,^ 
manage it for us." 

Little did the Earl imagine how deeply his friend would 
be touched by these random c^aervations. It is a danger to 
which we are all of us exposed when we venture on general 
remarks in a society the circomstaBces of which we might 
have supposed were well enough known to us. Such casiud 
wounds, even from well-meaning, kindly-disposed people, 
were nothing new to Charlotte. She so clearly, so thoroughly 
knew and understood the world, that it gave ner no particular 
pain if it did happen that through somebody's thoughtless- 
ness or imprudence she had her attention forced into this or 
that impleasant direction. But it was very different with 
Ottilie. At her half-conscious age, at which she rather felt 
than saw, and at which she was disposed, indeed was obliged, 
to turn her eyes away from what she should not or would not 
see, OttiEe was thrown by this melamcholy conversation into 
the most pitiable state. It rudely tore away the pleasant veil 
from before her eyes, and it seemed to her as if everything 
which had been done all this time for house and court, for pai^ 
and garden, for all their wide environs, were utterly in vain, be* 
cause he to whom it all belonged could not enjoy it; because he^ 
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like their present visitor, had been driven out to wander up and 
down in the world— and, indeed, in the most perilous paths 
of it — by those who were nearest and dearest to Mm. She 
was accustomed to listen in silence, but on this occasion she 
sate on in the most painful condition ; which, indeed, was 
made rather worse than better by what the stranger went on 
to say, as he continued with his peculiar, humorous gravity : 

^* I think I am now on the right way. I look upon myself 
steadily as a traveller, who renoimces many things in order 
to enjoy more. I am accustomed to change; it has become, 
indeed, a necessity to me ; just as in the opera, people are 
always looking out for new and new decorations, because 
there have already been so many. I know very well what 
I am to expect £:om the best hotels, and what from the 
worst. It may be as good or it may be as bad as it will, but 
I nowhere find anything to which I am accustomed, and in 
the end it comes to much the same thing whether we depend 
for our enjoyment entirely on the regular order of custom, or 
entirely on the caprices of accident. I have never to vex 
myself now, because this thing is mislaid, or that thu^ is 
lost ; because the room in which I live is uninhabitable, and 
I must have it repfiired ; because somebody has broken my 
favourite cup^ and for a long time nothing tastes well out of 
any other. All this I am happily raised above. If the house 
catches fire about my ears, my people quietly pack my things 
up, and we pass away out of the town in search of other 
quarters. Aid considering all these advantages, when I 
xeiikon carefully, I calculate that, by the end of the year, I 
have not sacrificed more than it would have cost me to be at 
home." 

In this description Ottilie saw nothing but Edward before 
her ; how he too was now amidst discomfort and hardshipt 
marching along untrodden roads, l3ring out in the fields in 
danger and want, and in all this insecurity and hazard 
growing accustomed to be homeless and friendless, learning 
to fling away everything that he might have nothing to l(»f • 
Fortunately, the party separated for a short time. Ottihe 
escaped to her room, where she could give way to her tears. 
No weight of sorrow had ever pressed so heavily upon her as 
this dear perception (which she tried, as people usualljr do, to 
make still clearer to herself), that men love to dally with and 



dbyGoogI 



ELECTITB AFFIKITISS. 189 

exaggerate the evils which circamstances have once begun to 
inflict upon them. 

The state in which Edward was, came before her in a light 
so piteous, so miserable, that she made up her mind, let it 
cost her what it would, that she would do eyerything in her 
power to imite him again with Charlotte, and she herself 
would go and hide her sorrow and her love in some silent 
scene, and beguile the time with such employment as she 
could find. 

Meanwhile the Earl's companion, a quiet, sensible man 
and a keen observer, liad remarked the mistake in the con- 
versation, and spoke to his friend about it. The latter knew 
nothing of the circumstances of the &mily ; but the other 
being one of those persons whose principal interest in travel- 
ling lay in gathering up the strange occurrences which 
arose out of the natural or artificial relations of society, 
which were produced by the conflict of the restraint of law 
with the violence of the will, of the understanding with the 
reason, of passion with prejudice— had some time before 
made himself acquainted with the outline of the story, and 
since he had been in the family he had learnt exactly all 
that had taken place, and the present position in which, 
things were standing. 

The Earl, of course, was very sorry, but it was not a thing 
to make him uneasy. A man must hold his tongue altogether 
in society if he is never to find himself in sudi a position ; 
for not only remarks with meaning in them, but the most 
trivial expressions, may happen to clash in an inharmonious 
key with the interest of somebody present. 

"We will set things right this evening," said he, 
"and escape from any general conversation; you shall let 
them hear one of the many charming anecdotes with which 
your portfolio and your memory have enriched themselves 
while we have been abroad." 

However, with the best intentions, the strangers did not, 
on this next occasion, succeed any better in grati^^g their 
friends with unalloyed entertainment. The Earl's friend told 
a number of singular stories — some serious, some amusing, 
some touching, some terrible — ^with which he had roused 
their attention and strained their interest to the highest 
tension^ and he thought to condude with a strange but softer 
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iBcidenty litUe dreaming how nearly it would touch his 
listeners. 



THE TWO STEAJSTGB CHIXDBEW 

"Two children of neighbouring families, a boy and a girl, 
of an age which would suit well for them at some future 
time to marry, were brought up together with this agreeable 
prospect, and the parents on both sides, ,who were people of 
some position in the world, looked forward with pleasure to 
their future umon. 

"It was too soon observed, however, that the purpose 
seemed likely to fail ; the dispositions of both children pro- 
mised everything which was good, but there was an unac- 
countable antipathy between them. Perhaps they were too 
much like each other. Both were thoughtful, clear in their 
wills, and firm in their purposes. Each separately was beloved 
and respected by his or her companions, but whenever they 
were together they were always antagonists. Forming 
separate plans for themselves, they only met mutually to 
cross and thwart one another ; never emulating each other 
in pursuit of one aim, but always fighting for a single object. 
Good-natured and amiable everywhere else, they were spite- 
ful and even malicious whenever they came in contact. 

" This singular relation first showed itself in their childish 
games» and it continued with their advancing years. The 
boys used to play at soldiers, divide into parties, and give 
each other battle, and the fierce haughty young lady set 
herself at once at the head of one of the armies, and fought 
against the other with such animosity and bitterness that the 
latter would have been put to a shameful flight, except for 
the desperate bravery of her own particular rival, who at last 
di^urmed his antagonist and took her prisoner; and even 
then she defended herself with so much fury that to save his 
eyes from being torn out, and at the same time not to injure 
lus enemy, he had been obliged to take off his silk handker- 
chief and tie her hands with it behind her back. 

" This she never forgave him : she made so many attempts, 
she laid so many plans to injure him, that the parents, who 
had been long watching these singular passions, came to an 
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understanding together and resolved to separate these two 
hostile creatures, and sacrifice their favourite hopes. 

"The boy shot rapidly forward in the new situation in 
which he was placed. He mastered every subject which he 
was taught. His friends and his own inclination chose the 
army £)r his profession, and everywhere, let him be where 
he wodd, he was looked np to and beloved. His disposi- 
tion seemed foimed to labour for the well*-being and the 
pleasure of others; and he himself, without being clearly 
eonscions of it, was in himself happy at having got rid of the 
only antagonist which nature had assigned to hmi. 

^ The girl, on the other hand, became at once an altered 
ereature. Her growing age, the pn^ress of her education, 
above all, her own in^irard feelings, drew her away from the 
bo^rous games with boys in whioh she h^ hitherto 
de^hted. Altogether she se^oed to want something; 
there was nothing anywhere about her which could deserve 
to excite her hatred, and she had never found any one whom 
she could think worthy of her love. 

" A young man, somewhat older than her previous neigh- 
bour-antagonist, of rank, property, and consequence, beloved 
in society, and much sought after by women, bestowed his 
auctions upon her. It was the first time that friend, lover, 
or servant had displayed any interest in her. Ibe preference 
which he showed for her above others who were older, more 
cultivated, and of more brilliant pretensions than herself, 
was naturally gratifying; the constancy of his attention, 
which was never obtrusive, his standing by her faithfully 
through a number of unpleasant incidents, his quiet suit» 
which was declared indeed to her parents, but which as she 
was still very young he did not press, only asking to be 
allowed to hope; all this engaged him to her, and custom 
and the assumptioii in the worid that the thing was already 
settled, carried her along with it. She had so often been 
called his bride that at last she began to consider herself so, 
and neither she mmt any one else ever thoi^t any further 
trial could be necessary before she esehanged rings with the 
person who for so long a time had passed iov her bridegroom* 
^The peacefrd eourse which die affiur had all along 
followed was not at all precipitated by the betrothal Things 
were albwed to go on both sides just as they were; they were 
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happy in being together, and they could enjoy to the end the 
fair season of the year as the spring of their future more 
serious life. 

'^ The absent youth had meanwhile grown up into every- 
thing which was most admirable. He had obtained a weU- 
deserved rank in his profession, and came home on leave to 
visit his fSeonily. Towards his fair neighbour he found him- 
self again in a natural but singular position. For some 
time past she had been nourishing in herself such affectionate 
family feelings as suited her position as a bride ; she was in 
harmony witib everything about her ; she believed that she 
was happy, and in a certain sense she was so. Now first 
for a long time something again stood in her way. It was 
not to be hated— she had become incapable of hatred. In« 
deed the childish hatred, which had in fact been nothing 
more than an obscure recognition of inward worth, expressed 
itself now in a happy astonishment, in pleasure at meeting, 
in ready acknowledgments, in a half willing, half imwilling, 
and yet irresistible attraction; and all this was mutual. 
Their long separation gave occasion for longer conversations ; 
even their old childish foolishness served, now that they had 
grown wiser, to amuse them as they looked back ; and they 
felt as if at least they were bound to make good their petulant 
hatred by Mendliness and attention to each other — as if 
their first violent injustice to each other ought not to be left 
without open acknowledgment. 

On his side it all remained in a sensible, desirable mode- 
ration. His position, his circumstances, his efforts, his 
ambition, found him so abundant an occupation, that the 
friendliness of this pretty bride he received as a very thank- 
worthy present; but without, therefore, even so much as 
thinking of her in connection with himself, or entertaining the 
slightest jealousy of the bridegroom, with whom he stood on 
the best possible terms. 

With her, however, it was altogether different. She 
seemed to herself as if she had awsQcened out of a dream. 
Her fightings with her young neighbour had been the 
beginnings of an affection ; and this violent antagonism was 
no more than an equally violent innate passion for him, first 
showing under the form of opposition. She could remember 
nothing else than that she had always loved him. She 
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lan^Led' over ier martial eneoimter witH him with weapons 
in her hand ; she dwelt upon the delight of her feelings when 
he disarmed her. She imagined that it had given her the 
greatest happiness when he bound her; and whatever she 
had done afterwards to injure him, or to vex him, presented 
itself to her as only an innocent means of attracting his 
attention. She cursed their separation. She bewailed the 
sleepy state into which she had fallen. She execrated ihb 
insidious Jazy routine which had betrayed her into accepting 
80 insignificant a bridegroom. She was transformed — doubly 
transformed, forwards or backwards^ which ever way we lite 
to take it. 

" She kept her feelings entirely to herself; but if any one 
could have divined them and shared them vrith her, he could 
not have blamed her : for indeed the bridegroom could not 
sustain a comparison with the other as soon as they were -seen 
together. If a sort of regard to the one coidd not be refused, 
the other excited the fcdlest trust and confidence. If one 
made an agreeable acquaintance, the other we should desire 
for a cobipanion; and in extraordinary cases, where higher 
demands might have to be made on them, the bridegroom 
was a person to be utterly despaired of, while the other woulii 
give the feeling of perfect security. 

'' There is a peculiar innate tact in women which discovers 
to them differences of this kind; and they have cause as wdl 
as occasion to cultivate it. 

" The more the fair bride was nourishing all these feelings 
in secret, the less opportunity there was for any one to speak a 
word which could tell in &vour of her bridegroom, to remind 
her of what her duty and their relative position advised and 
commanded-— indeed, what an unalterable necessity seemed 
now irrevocably to require ; the poor heart gave itself up 
entirely to its passion. 

''On one side she vras bound inextricably to the bride- 
groom by the world, by her femily, and by her own promise; 
' on the . other, the ambitious young man made no secret of 
what he was thinking and planning for himself, conducting 
himself towards her no more than a kind but not at all a 
tender brother, and speaking of his departure as immediately 
impending; and now it seemed as if her early childish 
spirit woke up again in her with all its spleen and videncie. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



194 

and was {kreparin^ itMetf in its disteitepery tm iSnB lugber ttag^ 
of life, ta work more effectiyely and deBtructimy. She 
detennmed tliat die would die to puniah the once hated, estd 
BOW 80 passionately loved, youth for his want of interest in 
her; and as she oould not possess himself^ at least she would 
wed herself for ever to his imagination and to his repentance. 
Her dead image should cling to him, and he should never he 
free frmn it. He should never cease to reproach himself f<Mr 
not having understood, not examined, not valued her feelings 
toward hmu 

* '* This singular insanity accompanied her wherever she went. 
She kept it concealed under all sorts of forms; and although 
people thought her very odd, no one was observant enough or 
clever enough to discover the real inward reason. 

''In the mean time, friends, relations, acquaintances had 
exhausted themselves in contrivances for pleasure parties. 
Scarcely a dav passed, but something new and imexpected 
was set on foot. There was hardly a pretty spot in the 
country round which had not been decked out and prepared 
for the reception of some merry party. And now our 
young visitor before departu^ wished to do his part as well, 
and invited the young couple, with a small fonuly circle, to 
an expedition on the water. They went on board a large 
beautifid vessel dressed out in all its colours,— -one of the 
yachts which had a small saloon and a cabin or two besides, 
and are intended to carry with them upon the water the 
comfort and conveniences of land. 

** Iliey set out upon the broad river -mth music playing. 
The part/ had collected in the cabin, below deck, during 
the heat of the day, and were amusing themselves with 
games. Their young host, who could never r^nain without 
doing something, had taken charge of the helm, to relieve 
the old master of the vessel, and the latter had lain down 
and was fiist asle^. It was a moment when the steerer 
required all his circumq)ectnes89 as the vessel was neanng a 
spot where two idands narrowed the channel of the river, 
while shallow banks of shingle stretching o£^ first on one aide 
and then on the other, made the navigation difficult and 
dangerous. Prudent and sharp-sighted as he was, he thought 
for a moment that it would be better to wake the master ; but 
he folt confident in himself, and he thought he would venture 
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and make stndglht for the narrows. At this moment his 
feir enemy appwed vcpon deck with a wreadi of flowers in 
her hair. ^Take this to remember me by,' she cried out. She 
took it off and threw it the steerer. 'Don't disturb me,' he 
answered quiddy, as he caught the wreath ; • I require all my 
powers and all my attention now.* * You will never be disturbed 
by jne any more,* she cried ; * you will never see me again.' 
As she spoke, she rushed to the forward part of the vessel, 
and from thence she sprang into the water. Voice upon 
voice called out, ' Save her, save her, she is sinkingf He was 
in the most terrible difficulty. In the confusion the old ship- 
master woke, and tried to catch the rudder, which the young 
man bid him take. But there was no time to change hands. 
The vessel stranded; and at the same moment, flinging off 
the heaviest of his upper garments, he sprang into the water 
and swam towards his beautiful enemy. The water is a 
friendly element to a man who is at home in it, and who knows 
how to deal with it ; it buoyed him up, and acknowledged 
the strong swimmer as its master. He soon overtook the 
beautiful gixl, who had been swept away before him; he 
caught hold of her, raised her and supported her, and both of 
them were carried violently down by the current, till the 
shoals and islands were left far behind, and the river was again 
open and running smoothly. He now began to collect 
hhnself ; they had past the first immediate danger, in which 
he had been obliged to act mechanically without time to 
think ; he raised his head as high as he could to look about 
him ; and then swam with all his might to a low bushy point, 
which ran out conveniently into the stream. There he brought 
his fair burden to dry land, but he could find no signs of 
life in her; he was in despair, when he caught sight of a 
trodden path leading among the bushes. Again he caught 
her up in his arms, hurried forward, and presently reached a 
solitary cottage. There he found kind, good people — a young 
married couple ; the misfortunes and the dangers explained 
themselves instantly ; every remedy he could think of was 
instantly applied ; a bright fire blazed up : woollen blankets 
were spread on a bed, counterpane, closJcs, skins, whatever 
th^e was at hand which would serve for warmth, were 
heaped over her as fast as possible. The desire to save life 
overpovreredy' for the present, every other consideratiaB. 

o2 
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.Nothing wa8'lelt undone to bring back to life the beautiful 
half-torpid, naked body« It succeeded ; she opened her eyes ! 
her friend was before her; she threw her heayenly arms about 
his neck. In this position she remained for a time ; and thcA 
a ttream of tears burst put and completed her recovery. 
* Will you forsake me/ she cried, ' now when I find you again 
thus ?* 'Never,' he answered 'never:' hardly knowing what 
he said or did. 'Only consider yourself,' she added; 'take 
care of yourself, for your sake and for mine.' 

" She now began to collect herself, and for the first time 
recollected the state in which she was; she coidd not be 
ashamed before her darling, before her preserver; but she 
gladly allowed him to go, l£at he might t&ke care of himself; 
for the clothes which he still wore were wet and dripping." 

" Their young hosts considered what could be done. The 
husband offered the young man, and the wife offered th^ 
fair lady, the dresses in which they had been married, which 
were hanging up in full perfection, and suf&cient for a 
complete suit, inside and out, for two people. In a short 
time our pair of adventurers were not only equipped, but 
in full costume. They looked most charming, gazed at one 
another, when they met, with admiration, and then with 
infinite affection, half laughing at the same time at the quaint- 
ness of their appearance, they fell into each other's arms. 

" The power of youdi and the quickening spirit of love 
in a few moments completely restored them ; and there was 
nothing wanted but music to have set them both off dancing. 

"To have found themselves brought from the water on 
dry land, £rom death into life, from the circle of their 
families into a wilderness, from despair into rapture, from 
indifference to affection and to love, all in a moment : the 
head was not strong enough to bear it; it must either 
burst, or go distracted; or if so distressing an alternative were 
to be escaped, the hesui; must put out all its efforts. 

"Lost wholly in each other, it was long before they 
jrecollected the alarm and anxiety of those who had been left 
behind; and they themselves, indeed, could not well think, 
.without alarm and anxiety, how they were again to encounter 
them. 'Shall we runaway? shall we hide ourselves ?' said 
the young man. 'We will remain together,' she said, as she 
dung about his neck. ; . . 
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<<The pea5iant haviiig heard them say that a 'pajrt}r was' 
agrouud on the shoal, had hurried down, without stopping to 
ask another question, to the shore. When he arrived there, he 
saw the vessel coming safely down the stream. After much 
labour it had heen got off; and they were now going on in 
uncertainty, hoping to find their lost ones again somewhere. 
The peasant shouted and made signs to them, and at last 
caught the attention of those on bos^; then he ran to a spot 
where there was a convenient place for landing, and went on 
signalling and shouting till the vessel's head was turned 
towards the shore; and what a scene there was for them 
when they landed. The parents of the two betrothed firsts 
pressed on the banks; the poor loving bridegroom had 
almost lost his senses. They had scarcely learnt that their 
dearchildren had been saved, when in their strange disguise 
the latter came forward out of the bushes to meet Qiem. No 
one recognised them tiU they were come quite close. * Who 
do I see?' cried the mothers. ^What do I see?' cried the 
Others. The preserved ones flung themselves on the ground 
hefore them. 'Your children,' ^ey called out; 'a pair.' 
* Forgive us ! ' cried the maiden. 'Give us your blessing!' 
cried the young man. ' Give us your blessing ! ' they cried 
both, as all the world stood still in wonder. Your blessing ! 
was repeated the third time ; and who would have been able 
to refuse it?" 



CHAPTER XL 

The narrator made a pause, or rather he had already 
finished his story, before he observed the emotion into which 
Charlotte had been thrown by it. She got up, uttered 
some sort of an apology, and left the room. To her it was 
a well-known history. The principal incident in it had really 
taken place with the Captain and a neighbour of her own ; 
not exactly, indeed, as the Englishman had related it. But 
the main features of it were the same. It had only been 
more finished off and elaborated in its details, as stories of 
that kind always are, when they have passed first through 
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the lips of tiie nniltitade, and then thitmgli the fiuicy of a 
clever and imaginatiTe nanrator ; the residt of the process 
being usually to leave everytliing and nothing as it was. 

Ottilie followed Charlotte, as the two friends hegged her 
to do ; and then it was the EarFs turn to remark, that per. 
haps they had made a second mistake, and that the subject 
of the story had been well known to or was in some way 
connected with the fiEimily, ** We must take care," he added, 
** that we do no more mischief here ; we seem to bring little 
good to our entertainers for all the kindness and hospitality 
which they have shown us ; we will make some excuse for 
ourselves, and then take our leave." 

^^ I must confess," answered his companion, ''that there is 
something else which still holds me here, which I should be 
very sorry to leave the house without seeing cleared up or in 
some way explained. You were too busy yourself yesterday 
when we were in the park with the camera, in looking for 
spots where you could make your sketches, to have observed 
anything else which was passing. You left the broad walk, 
you remember, and went to a sequestered place on the side 
of the lake. There was a fine view of the opposite shore 
which you wished to take. WeU^ Ottilie, who was with us, 
got up to follow ; and then proposed that she and I should 
find our way to you in the boat I got in with her, and was 
delighted with the skill of my fair conductress. I assured 
her that never since I had been in Switzerland, where the 
young ladies so often fill the place of the boatmen, had I been 
so pleasantly ferried over the water. At the same time I 
could not help asking her why she had shown such an objec- 
tion to going the way which you had gone, along the little 
bye-path. I had observed her shrink from it with a sort of 
painful uneasiness. She was not at all offended. ' If you 
will promise not to laugh at me,' she answered, ' I will tell 
you as much as I know about it ; but* to myself it is a mys- 
tery which I cannot explain. There is a particular spot in 
that path which I never pass without a strange shiver passing 
over me, which I do not remember ever feeling anywhere 
else, and which I cannot the least understand. But I shrink 
from exposing myself to the sensation, because it is followed 
immediately after by a pain on the left side of my head, from 
which at other times I suffer severely.' We landed. OttUie 
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was engaged inth you, and I took the opportoniiy of exa« 
siining the spot, wmch she pointed out to me as we went by 
on the water. I was not a little surprised to find there dis- 
tinct traces of coal, in sufficient quantities to convince me 
that at a short distance below the sur&ce there must be a 
considerable bed of it 

'^ Pardon me, my Lord ; I see you smile ; and I know Tery 
well that you have no Mih in these things about which I am 
so eager, and that it is only your sense and your kindness 
which enable you to tolerate me. However, it is impossible 
fin: me to leave this place without trying on that beautiful 
Greatore an exx)eriment with the pendulum." 

Tb^ Earl, whenever these matters came to be spoken of, 

never fiiiled to repeat the same objections to them over and 

over again; and his friend endured them all quietly and 

patiently, remaining firm, nevertheless, to his own opinion, 

and holcQng to his own wishes. He, too, again repeated, 

that there was no reason, because the experiment did not 

succeed with every one, that they should give them up, asr 

if there was nothing in them but fancy. They should be 

examined into all the more earnestly and scrupulously; and 

there was no doubt that the result would be the discovery of 

a number of affinities of inorganic creatures for one anoUier, 

and of organic creatures for them, and again for each other, 

which at present were unknown to us. 

He had already spread out his apparatus of gold rings, 
markasites, and other metallic substances, a pretty Httle box of 
which he always carried about with himself; and he suspended 
a ]^ece of metal by a string over another piece, which he 
plaped upon the table. " Now, my Lord," he said, •* you may 
take what pleasure you please (I can see in your &ce what 
you are feeling), at perceiving that nothing will set itself in 
motion witii me, or for me. But my operation is no more 
than a pretence ; when the ladies come back, they will be 
curious to know what strange work we are about." 

The ladies retomed. Charlotte understood at once what 
waa going on. '^ I have heard much of these things," she 
said; **but I never saw the effect myself. You have every- 
thing ready there. Let me try whether I can succeed in 
producing anything." 

Bfaa took the thi*ead in her hand» and as she was perfeetty 
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serious, she held it steady, and withont any agitation. Not 
the slightest motion, however, could be detected* Ottilie: 
was then called upon to try. She held the pendulum still 
more quietly and unconsciously over the plate on the table. 
But in. a moment the swinging piece of metal began to Stir 
with a distinct rotatory action, and turned as they moved the 
position of the plate, first to one side' and then to the other ; 
now in circles, now in ellipses ; or eke describing a series of 
straight lines ; doing all the Earls friend could expect, and 
far exceeding, indeed, all his expectations. 

The Earl himself was a little staggerjed ; but the other could 
never be satisfied, from delight and curiosity, and begged' 
for the experiment again and again with all sorts of varia- 
tions. Ottilie was good-natured enough to gratify him ; till at 
last she was obliged to desire to be allowed to go, as her head- 
ache had come on again. In further admiration and even 
rapture, he assured her with enthusiasm that he would cure 
her for ever of her disorder, if she would only trust herself 
to his remedies. For a moment they did not know what he 
meant ; but Charlotte, who comprehended immediately after, 
declined his well-meant offer, not liking to have introduced 
and practised about her a thing of which she had always had 
the strongest apprehensions. 

The strangers were gone, and notwithstanding their having 
been the inadvertent cause of strange and painful emotions,- 
left the wish behind them, that, this meeting might not be 
the last. Charlotte now made use of the beautiful weather 
to return visits in the neighbourhood, which, indeed, gave 
her work enough tp do, seeing that the whole country round, 
some firom a real interest, some merely from custom, had 
been most attentive in calling to inquire after her. At home 
her delight was the sight of the child, and really it well 
deserved all love and interest. People saw in it a wonderful, 
indeed a miraculous child ; the brightest, sunniest little face; 
a fine, well-proportioned body, strong and healthy; and what 
surprised them more, the double resemblance, which became 
more and more conspicuous. In figure and in the features of 
. the face, it was Uke the Captain ; the eyes every day it was 
less easy to distinguish from the eyes of Ottilie. 

Ottilie herself, partly from this remarkable affinity, per* 
haps still more imdef the influence of that sweet womaa^d 
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feeling wbich makes them regard witb the most tender 
apectwn the ofPspring^ even by another, of the man they 
love, was as good as a mother to the little creature as it 
grew, or rather, she was a second mother of another kind. 
If Charlotte was absent, Ottilie remained alone with the 
child and the nurse. Nanny had for some time past been 
jealous of the boy for monopolizing the entire affections of 
her mistress ; she had left her in a fit of crossness, and gone 
back to her mother. Ottilie would carry the child about in 
the open air, and by degrees took longer and longer walks 
with it. She took her bottle of inilk to give the child its 
food when it wanted any. Generally, too, she took a book' 
with her ; and so with the child in her arms, reading and 
wandering, she made a very pretty Fenserosa. 



CHAPTER XII. 

The object of the campaign was attained, and Edward, 
with crosses and decorations, was honourably dismissed. He 
betook himself at once to the same little estate, where he 
found exact accounts of his £unily waiting for him, on whom 
all this time, without their having observed it or known of it, 
a sharp watch had been kept under his orders. His quiet 
residence looked most sweet and pleasant when he reached 
it. In accordance with his orders, various improvements had 
been made in his absence, and what was wanting to the 
establishment in extent, was compensated by its internal 
comforts and conveniences. Edward, accustomed by his more 
active habits of life, to take decided steps, determined to 
execute a project which he long had sufficient time to think 
over. First of all, he invited the Major to come to him. 
This pleasure in meeting again was very great to both of 
them. The friendships of boyhood, like relationship of blood, 
possess this important advantage, that mistakes and misun- 
derstandings never produce irreparable injury; and the old 
regard after a time will always re-establish itself. 

.Edward began with inquiring about the situation of his 
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Mend, and kamt tli&t fortune hud fiivoiired; him exactly M: 
he most could have wished. He then half-seriously asked 
whether there was not something going forward about a. 
marriage ; to which he received a most decided and positive 
denial. 

'^ I cannot and will not have any reserve with you,' - he 
proceeded. ^' I will tell you at once what my own feelings 
are, and what I intend to do. You know my passion for 
Ottilie ; you must long have comprehended that it was this, 
which drove me into the campaign. I do not deny that 
I desired to be rid of a life which, without her, would be 
of no further value to me. At the same time, however, I 
acknowledge that I could never bring myself utterly to 
despair. The prospect of happiness with her was so beau^ 
tiful, so infinitely charming^ that it was not possible for me 
entirely to renounce it. Feelings, too, which I cannot ex- 
plain, and a number of happy omens, have combined to 
strengthen me in the belief, in the assiu'ance, that Ottilie will 
one day be mine. The glass with our initials cut upon it, 
which was thrown into the air when the foundation-stone was 
laid, did not go to pieces ; it was caught, and I have it again 
in my possession. After many miserable hours of uncer- 
tainty, spent in this place, I said to myself, * I will put myself 
in the place of this glass, and it shaU be an omen whether 
our union be possible or not. I will go; I will seek for 
death ; not like a madman, but like a man who still hopes 
that he may live. Ottilie shall be the prize for which I fi^t. 
Ottilie shall be behind the ranks of the enemy; in every 
entrenchment, in every beleaguered fortress, I ^all hope to 
find her, and to win her. I will do wonders, with the wish 
to survive them ; with the hope to gain Ottilie, not to lose 
her.' These feelings have led me on; they have stood by 
me through all dangers ; and now I find myself like one who 
has arrived at his goal, who has overcome every difficulty 
and who has nothing more left in his way. Ottilie is mine, 
and whatever lies between the thought and the execution c^ 
it, I can only regard as unimportant." 

'' With a few strokes you blot out," replied the Major, 
*' all the objections that we can or ought to urge upon you, and 
yet theymust be repeated. I must leave it to yourself to recall 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



KIJBCTITB ▲mVITIES. 903 

Hie fbltiPQliie of jTOvrr^latioa with jour wilb; batyouoweit 
to her, and you owe it to yourself* not to close your eyes to it. 
How can I so much as recollect that you have had a son given 
to you, without acknowledging at once that you two belong 
to <»e another for ever; that you are bouncU for this little 
creature's sake, to live united, that united you may educate 
ity and provide for its future welfare?" 

'* It IS no more than the blindness of parents/' answered 
Edward, " when they imagine their existence to be of so much 
importance to their childi^. Whatever lives, finds nourish- 
ment and finds assistance ; and if the son who has early lost 
his father does not spend so easy, so favoured a youth, he 
profits, perhaps, for that very reason, in being trained sooner 
for the world, and comes to a timely knowledge that he must 
accommodate himself to others, a thing which sooner or later* 
we are all forced to learn Here, however, even these con- 
siderations are irrelevant; we are sufficiently well off to be 
able to provide for more children than one, and it is neither 
right nor kind to accumulate so large a property on a single 
head." 

The Major attempted to say something of Charlotte's worth, 
and Edwaxd*8 long-standing attachment to her ; but the latter 
hastily interrupted him. '* We committed ourselves to a 
foolish thing, that I see all too clearly. Whoever, in middle 
age, attempts to realize the wishes and hopes of his early 
youth, invariably deceives himself. Each ten years of a 
man's life has its own fortunes, its own hopes, its own desires. 
Woe to him who, either by circumstances or by his own info- 
tuation, is induced to grasp at anything before him or behind 
him. We have done a foolish thing. Are we to abide by it 
all our lives ? Are we, from some respect of prudence, to 
refuse to ourselves what the customs of Uie age do not forbid ? 
In how many matters do men recaU their intentions and their 
actions ; and shall it not be allowed to them here, here, where 
the question is not of this thing or of that, but of every thmg ; 
not of our single condition of life, but of the whole complex 
life itself?" 

Again the Major powerfully and imjHressively urged on 
Edward to consider what he owed to his wife, what was due 
to his &mily, to the world, and to his own position l but he 
eould not succeed in producing the slightest impression. 
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" All these questions, my friend,'* he returned, " 1 have 
considered already again and again. They have passed before 
me in the storm of battle, when the earth was shaking with 
the thunder of the cannon, with the balls singing and whistling 
round me, with my comrades falling right and left, my hcnrse' 
shot under me, my hat pierced with bullets. They have 
floated before me by the still watch-fire under the starry vaidt 
of the sky. I have thought them all through, felt them all 
through. I have weighed them, and I have satisfied myself 
about them again and again, and now for ever. At such 
moments why should I not acknowledge it to you ? you too 
were in my thoughts, you too belonged to my circle; as, 
indeed, you and I have long belonged to one another. If I 
have ever been in your debt I am now in a position to repay 
It with interest; if you have been in mine you have now- 
the means to make it good to me. I know that you love 
Charlotte, and she deserves it. I know that you are not 
indifferent to her, and why should she not feel your worth ? 
Take her at my hand and give Ottilie to me, and we shall be 
the happiest beings upon the earth. *' 

" If you choose to assign me so high a character," replied 
the Major, " it is the more reason for me to be firm and pru- 
dent. Whatever there may be in this proposal to make it 
attractive to me, instead of simplifying the problem, it only 
increases the difficulty of it. The question is now of me as 
well as of you. The fortunes, the good name, the honour of 
two men, hitherto unsullied with a breath, will be exposed to 
hazard by so strange a proceeding, to call it by no harsher 
name, and we shall appear before the world, in a highly ques- 
tionable light." 

" Our very characters being what they are," replied 
Edward, " give, us a right to take this single liberty. A man 
who has borne himself honourably through a whole life, makes 
an action honourable which might appear ambiguous in others. 
As concerns myself, after these last trials which I have taken 
upon myself, alter the difficult and dangerous actions which I 
have accomplished for others, I feel entitled now to do some- 
thing for myself* For you and Charlotte, that part of the 
business may, if you like it, be given up ; but neither yoa 
nor any one shall keep me from doing what I have determined* 
If I may lool^ for help and furtherance^ I shall be ready tO' 
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db 'everjrtliing Whioli can be widhed ; but if I am to be left 
tD myself, o* if obstacles are to be thrown in my way, some 
extremity or other iS sure to follow." 

The Major thought it his duty to combat Edward's purposes 
as long' as it was possible ; and now he changed the mode of 
his attack and tried a* diversion. He seemed to give way, 
and only i^oke of the form of what they would have to do to 
'bring about this separation, and these new unions ; and so 
mentioned a number of ugly, undesirable matters, which threw 
Edward into the worst of tempers. 

" I see plainly," he cried at last, " that what we desire can 
only be carried by storm, whether it be from our enemies or 
from our friends. I keep clearly before my own eyes what I 
demand, what, one way or another, I must have ; and I will 
•seize it promptly and surely. Connections like ours, I know 
very well, cannot be broken up and reconstructed again with>- 
out much being thrown down which is standing, and much 
having to give way which woidd be glad enough to continue. 
We shall come to no conclusion by thinking about it. AH 
rights are alike to the understanding, and it is always easy 
to throw- extra weight into the ascending scale. Do yoti 
make up -your mind, my friend, to act, and act promptly, for 
me and for yourself. Disentangle and untie the knots, and 
tie them up again. Do not be deterred from it by nicfe 
respects. We have already given the world something to say 
about' us. It will talk about us once more; and when we 
have ceased to be a nine days' wonder, it will foi^et us as it 
forgets everything else, and allow us to follow our own way 
wiSiout further concern with us." The Major had nothing 
further to say, and was at last obliged to sit silent ; while 
Edward treated the affair as now conclusively settled, talked 
througb in detail all that had to be done, and pictured the 
"future in every most cheerful colotir, and then he went on 
again seriously and thoughtfully : *' If we think to leave our- 
selves to the hope, to the expectation, that all will go right 
again of itself, that accident will lead us straight, and tak^ 
care of us, it will be a most culpable self-deception. In such 
a way it would be impossible for us to save ourselves, or re- 
establish our peace again. I who have been the innocent cause 
of it all, how am I ever to console myself? By my own impor- 
tunity I prevailed on Charlotte to write to you to stay with 
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OS ; and Ottilid followed in consequence. We have had no 
more control over what ensued out of this, but we have the 
power to make it innocuous ; to guide the new circumstances 
to our own happiness. Can you turn away your eyes from 
the fair and beautiful prospects which I open to us ? Gaa you 
insist to me, can you insist to us all, on a wretched renunci- 
ation of them? Do you think it possible ? Is it possible? 
Will there be no vexations, no bitterness^ no inconvenience 
to overcome, if we resolve to fall bade into our old state ? and 
will any good, any happiness whatever, arise out of it ? Will 
your own rank, will the high position which you have earned, 
be any pleasure to vou, if you are to be prevented from visit- 
ing me, or from livmg with me ? And ^fter what has passed, 
it would not be anytlung but painful. Charlotte and I, with 
all our property, would only find ourselves in* a melan- 
dioly state. And if, like other men of the world, you can 
persuade yourself that years and separation will eradicate 
our feelings, will obliterate impressions so deeply engraved ; 
why, then the question is of these Yerj years, which it would 
be better to spend in happiness and contort than in pain 
and misery. But the last and most imp<H*tant point of aU 
which I have to urge is this : supposing tiiat we, our outward 
and inward condition being what it is, could neverthdess 
make up our minds to wait at all hazards, and bear what is 
laid upon us, what is to become of Ottilie ? She must leave 
our family; she must go into society where we shall not 
be to care for her, and she will be dnven wretchedly to and 
fro in a hard, cold world. Describe to me any situation in 
which Ottilie, without me, without us, could be happy, and 
you will then have employed an aigum^it which will be 
stronger than every other ; and if I will not promise to yield 
to it, if I will not undertake at once to give up all my own 
hopes, I will at least reconsider the question, and see how 
what you have said will affect it." 

This problem was not so easy to solve ; at least, no satisfl^ 
tory answer to it suggested itself to his friend, and nothing 
was left to him except to insist again and again, how grave 
and serious, and in many senses how dangerous, the whole 
undertaking was ; and at least that they ought maturely to 
consider how they had better enter upon it. Edward agreed 
to thiS| and consented to wait before he took any steps; but 
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G(A^ vader the condition ihaX his frietid should not leat6 him 
^mtil Uiey had come to a perfect understanding about it. and 
until the first measures had been taken. 



CHAPTER XIIL 

Men who are complete strangers/ and wholly indifferent to 

one another, if they live a ]ong time together, are sure both of 

them to expose something of their inner nature, and thus a 

lund of intimacy will arise between them. All the more was 

it to be expected that there would soon be no secrets oetween 

our two finends, now that they were again under the same 

roof together, and in daily and hourly intercourse. They 

went over again the earlier stages of their history, and the 

Major confe^ed to Edward that Charlotte had intended 

Ottilie for him at the time at which he returned from 

abroad, aad hoped that some time or other be might marry 

her. Edward was in ecstaoies at this discovery , he spoke 

without reserve of the mutual affection of Charlotte and the 

Major, which, because it happened to fall in so conveniently 

widi his own wishes, he painted in very lively colours. 

Deny it altogether, the Major could not; at the same 
time, he eould not altogether acknowledge it. But Edward 
only insisted on it the more. He had pictured the whole 
thing to himself not as possible, but as already concluded; 
all parties had only to resolve on what they all wished ; there 
would be no difficmty in obtaining a separation ; the marriages 
should follow as soon after as possible, and Edward could 
travel with Ottilie. 

Of all the pleasant things which imagination pictures to 
us, perhaps there is none more charming than when lovers 
and young married people look forward to enjoying their new 
relation to each oUier in a fresh, new world, and test the 
endurance of the bond between them in so many changing 
circumstances. The Major and Charlotte were in the mean- 
time to have unrestricted powers to settle all questions of 
money, property, and other such important worldly matters.; 
and to do whatever was right aud proper for the satisfaction 
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of all parties. What Edward dwielt flie mofit ui)on,'howevelr, 
vrhsLt he seemed to promise himself the most advantage from 
was this: — as the child would have to remain with the 
mother, the Major would charge himself with the education 
of it ; he would train the boy according to his own views, 
and develop what capacities ther^ might be in him. It was 
not for nothihg that he had received in his baptism the name 
of Otto, which belonged to them both. 

Edward had so completely arranged everything for him- 
self, that he could not wait another day to carry it into exe- 
cution. On their way to the castle, they arrived at a small 
town, where Edward had a house, and where he was to stay 
to await the return of the Major. He could not, however, 
prevail upon himself to alight there at once, and accompanied 
his friend through the place. They were both on horseback, 
and falling into some interesting conversation, rode on further 
together. 

On a sudden they saw, in the distance, the new house on 
the height, with its red tiles shining in the sun. An irre- 
sistible longing came over Edward; he would have it all 
settled that very evening ; he would remain concealed in a 
village close by. The Major was to urge the business ok 
Charlotte with all his power ; he would take her prudence 
by surprise ; and oblige her by the unexpectedness of his 
proposal to make a free acknowledgment of her feelings. 
Edward had transferred his own wishes to her ; he felt cer- 
tain that he was only meeting her half-way, and that her 
inclination were as decided as ms own ; and he looked for an 
immediate consent from her, because he himself could think 
of nothing else. 

Joyfully he saw the prosperous issue before his eyes ; and 
that it might be communicated to him as swiftly as possible, 
a few cannon shots were to be fired off, and if it was daik, a 
rocket or two sent up. 

The Major rode to the castle. He did not find Charlotte 
there ; he learnt that for the present she was staying at the 
new house ; at that particular time, however, she was paying 
a visit in the neighbourhood, and she probably would not 
have returned till late that evening. He walked back to the 
hotel, to which he had previously sent his horse. 

Edward, in the meantime, unable to sit still from rest- 
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lessness and impatienoe,- stole away out of his concealment 
along solitary paths only known to foresters and fishermen, 
into his park ; and he found himself towards evening in the 
copse close to the lake, the broad mirror of which he now 
for the first time saw spread out in its perfectness before 
him. 

Ottilie had gone out that afternoon for a walk along the 
shore. She had the child with her, and read as she usually 
did while she went along. She had gone as fiu: as the oak- 
tree by the ferry. The l^y had fallen asleep ; she sat down; 
laid it on the ground at her side, and continued reading* 
The book was one of those which attract persons of delicate 
feeh'og, and afterwards will not let them go again. She 
forgot the time and the hours; she never thought what a 
long way round it was hy land to the new house ; but she 
sat lost in her book and m herself, so beautiful to look at, 
that the trees and the bushes round her ought to have been x 
alive, and to have had eyes given them to gaze upon her and 
admire her. The sun was sinking ; a ruddy streak of light 
fell upon her from behind, tinging with gold her cheek and 
shoulder. Edward, who had made his way to the hJce 
without being seen, finding his park desolate, and no trace of 
human creature to be seen anywhere, went on and on. At last 
he broke through the copse behind the oak-tree, and saw her. 
At the same moment she saw him. He fiew to her, and threw 
himself at her feet. After a long, silent pause, in which 
they both endeavoured to collect themselves^ he explained in 
a few words why and how he had come there. He had sent 
the Major to Qiarlotte ; and perhaps at that moment their 
common .destiny was being decided. Never had he doubted 
her affection, and she assuredly had never doubted his. He 
begged for her consent; she hesitated; he implored her. 
He offered to resume his old privilege, and throw his arms 
around her, and embrace her; she pointed down to the child. 
Edward looked at it, and was amazed. '' Great God ! '' he 
cried ; '' if I had cause to doubt my wife and my friend, this 
fiice would witness fearfully against them Is not this the 
very image of the Major? I never saw such a likeness." 

^* Indeed !'' replied Ottilie ; '' all the world say it is like 
me." 
** Is it possible?" Edward answered; and at the moment 

p 
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the child opened its eyes — two lai%e, black, piercing eyes, 
deep and full of love ; already the little face was full of 
intelligence. He seemed as if he knew both the figures 
which he saw standing before him. Edward threw himself 
down beside the child, and then knelt a second time before 
Ottilie. " It is you," he cried ; " the eyes are yours ! ah, 
but let me look into yours ; let me throw a veil over that 
ill-starred hour which gave its being to this little creature. 
Shall I shock your pure spirit with the fearful thought, that 
man and wife who are estranged from each other, can yet 
press each other to their heart, and profane the bonds by 
which the law unites them by other eager wishes ? Oh yes ! 
As I have said so much ; as my connection with Charlotte 
must now be severed ; as you will be mine, why should I 
not speak out the words to you ? This child is the offspring 
of a double adultery. It should have been a tie between 
my wife and myself; but it severs her from me, and me from 
her. Let it witness, then, against me. Let these fair eyes 
say to yours, that in the arms of another I belonged to you. 
You must feel, Ottilie, oh ! you must feel, that my fault, my 
crime, I can only expiate in your arms." 

*^ Hark !" he called out, as he sprang up and listened. 
He thought that he had heard a shot, and that it was the 
sign which the Major was to give. It was the gun of a 
forester on the adjoining hill. Nothing followed. Edward 
grew impatient. 

Ottilie now first observed that the sun was down behind 
the mountains ; its last rays were shining on the windows of 
the house above. "Leave me, Edward," she cried; "ga 
Long as we have been parted, much as we have borne, 
yet remember what we both owe to Charlotte. She must 
decide our fate ; do not let us anticipate her judgment. I 
am yours if she will permit it to be so. If she will not, I 
must renounce you. As you think it is now so near an 
issue, let us wait. Go back to the village; where the Major 
supposes you to be. Is it likely that a rude cannon-shot wiU 
inform you of the results of such an interview ? Perhaps 
at this moment he is seeking for you. He will not have 
found Charlotte at home ; of that I am certain. He may 
have gone to meet her; for they knew at the castle where 
she was. How many things may have happened t Leave 
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me ! she must be at liome by this time ; she is expecting me 
vdth the baby above." 

Ottilia spoke hurriedly ; she called together all the possi* 
bilities. It was too delightful to be with Edward ; but she 
felt that he must dow leave her. " I beseech, I implore you, 
my beloved,'* she cried out ; " go back and wait for the Major.*' 
'* I obey your commands," cried Edward. He gazed at 
her for a moment with rapturous love, and then caught her 
close in his arms. She wound her own about him, and 
pressed him tenderly to her breast. Hope streamed away, 
like a star shooting in the sky, above their heads. They 
thought then, they believed, that they did indeed belong to 
one another. For the first time they exchanged free, genuine 
kisses, and separated, with pain and effort. 

!Zhe sun had gone down. It was twilight, and a damp 
mist was rising about the lake. Ottilie stood confused and 
agitated. She looked across to the house on the hill, and 
she thought she saw Charlotte's white dress on the balcony. 
It was a long way round by the end of the lake; and she 
knew how impatiently Charlotte would be waiting for the 
child. She saw the plane-trees just opposite her, and only a 
narrow interval of water divided her from the patli which led 
straight up to the house. Her nervousness about venturing 
on the water with the child vanished in her present embar* 
rassment. She hastened to the boat ; she did not feel that 
her heart was beating; that her feet were tottering; that 
her senses were threatening to fail her. 

She sprang in, seized the oar, and pushed off. She had to 
use force ; she pushed again. The boat shot off, and glided, 
swaying and rocking into the open water. With the child in 
her left arm, the book in her left hand, and the oar in her 
right, she lost her footing, and fell over the seat; the oar 
slipped from her on one i^ide, and as she tried to recover 
herself, the child and the book sUpped on the other, all into 
the water. She caught the floating dress, but lying en- 
tangled as she was herself, she was unable to rise. Her 
right hand was free, but she could not reach round to help, 
herself up with it; at last she succeeded. She drew the 
cMd out of the w^ter ; but its eyes were dosed, and it had 
ceased to breathe. 
la a moment, she recovered all her self-possession ; bat so 

p2 
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mQcli the greater was her agony ; the boat was driving fast 
into the middle of the lake ; the oar was swimming far away 
from her. She saw no one on the shore ; and, indeed, if she 
had, it would have been of no service to her. Cut off from all 
assistance, she was floating on the faithless, unstable element. 

She sought for help from herself; she had often heaurd of 
the recovery of the drowned ; she had herself witnessed an 
instance of it on the evening of her birthday ; she took off 
the child's clothes, and dried it with her muslin dress ; she 
threw open her bosom, laying it bare for the first time to the 
free heaven. For the first time she pressed a living being to 
her pure, naked breast. Alas ! and it was not a living being. 
The cold limbs of the ill-starred little creature chilled 
her to the heart. Streams of tears gushed from her eyes, 
and lent a show of life and warmth to the outside of the 
torpid limbs. She persevered with her efforts ; she wrapped 
it in her shawl, she drew it close to herself, stroked it, 
breathed upon it, and with tears and kisses laboured to supply 
the help which, cut off as she was, she was unable to find. 

It was all in vain ; the child lay motionless in her arms ; 
motionless the boat floated on the glassy water. But even 
here her beautiful spirit did not leave her forsaken. She 
turned to the Power above. She sank down upon her knees 
in the boat, and with both arms raised the unmoving child 
above her innocent breast, like marble in its whiteness; 
alas, too like marble, cold; with moist eyes she looked up 
and cried for help, where a tender heart hopes to find it in 
its fulness, when all other help has failed. 

The stars were beginning one by one to glimmer down 
upon her; she turned to them and not in vain; a soft air stole 
over the surface, and wafted the boat under the plane trees. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

She hurried to the new house, and called the sui^on and 
gave the child into his hands. It was carried at once to 
Charlotte's sleeping-room. Cool and collected from a wide 
experience, he submitted the tender body to the usual 
process. Ottilie stood by him, through it all. She prepajred 
eYerythingy she fetched everything, but as if ^e were 
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moving^ in another world ; for ike height of misfortune, like 
the height of happiness, alters the aspect of every object. And 
it was only when after every resource had been exhausted, 
the good man shook his head, and to her questions, whether 
there was hope, first was silent, and then answered with 
a gentle No ! that she left the apartment, and had scarcely 
entered the sitting-room, when she fell fainting, with her face 
upon the carpet, unable to reach the sofa. 

At that moment Charlotte was heard driving up. The 
surgeon implored the servants to keep back, and allow him 
to go to meet her and prepare her. But he was too late ; 
while he was speaking she had entered the drawing-room. 
She found Ottilie on the ground, and one of the girls of the 
house came running and screaming to her open-mouthed. 
The surgeon entered at the same moment, and she was 
informed of everything. She could not at once, however, 
give up all hope. She was flying up stairs to the child, 
but the physician besought her to remain where she was. 
He went himself, to deceive her with a show of fresh exer- 
tions, and she sat down upon the sofa. Ottilie was still 
lying on the ground; Charlotte raised her, and supported 
her against herself, and her beautiful head sank down upon 
her knee. The kind medical man went backwards and for- 
wards; he appeared to be busy about the child; his real 
care was for the ladies ; and so came on midnight, and the 
stillness grew more and more deathly. Charlotte did not 
try to conceal from herself any longer that her child would 
never return to life again. She desired to see it now. It 
had been wrapped up in warm woollen coverings. And it 
was brought down as it was, lying in its cot, which was 
placed at her side on the sofa. The little face was un- 
covered ; and there it lay in its calm sweet beauty. 

The report of the accident soon spread through the 
village ; every one was roused, and the story reached the 
hotel. The Major hurried up the well-known road; te 
went round and roimd the house ; at last he met a servant 
who was going to one of the out-buildings to fetch some- 
thing. He learnt from him in what state things were, and 
desired him to tell the surgeon that he was there. The 
latter came out, not a little surprised at the appearance of 
his old patron. He told him exactly what h^d happened, 
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and undertook to prepare Charlotte to see him. He then 
went in, began some conversation to distract her attention, 
and led her imagination from one object to another, till at 
last he brought it to rest upon her friend, and the depth of 
feeling and of sympatiiy which would stirely be called out in 
him. From the imaginative she was brought at once to the 
real. Enough ! she was informed that he was at the door, 
that he knew everything and desired to be admitted. 

The Major entered. Charlotte received him with a 
miserable smile. He stood before her; she lifted off the 
green silk covering under which the body was lying ; and 
by the dim light of a taper, he saw before him, not without 
a secret shudder, the stiffened image of himself. Charlotte 
pointed to a chair, and there they sate opposite to one 
another, without speaking, through the night. Ottilie was 
still lying motionless on Charlotte's knee; she breathed 
softly, and slept or seemed to sleep. 

The morning dawned, the lights went out; the two 
friends appeared tp awake out of a heavy dream. Charlotte 
looked towards the Major, and said quietly : "Tell me through 
what circumstances you have been brought hither, to take part 
in this mourning scene." 

" The present is not a time," the Major answered, in the 
same low tone as that in which Charlotte had spoken, for 
fear lest she might disturb Ottilie; " this is not a time, and 
this is not a place for reserve. The condition in which 
I find you is so fearful that even the earnest matter on 
which I am here, loses its importance by the side of it." He 
then informed her, quite calmly and simply, of the object of 
his mission, in so far as he was the ambassador of Edward : 
of the object of his coming, in so far as his own free will and 
his own interests were concerned in it He laid both before 
her, delicately but uprightly ; Charlotte listened quietly, and 
showed neither surprise nor unwillingness. 

As soon as the Major had finished, she replied, in a voice 
so light that to catch her words he was obliged to draw his 
chair closer to her: *'In such a case as this I have never 
before found myself; but in similar cases I have always said 
to myself, how will it be to-morrow ? I feel very clearly 
that ike fate of many pei'sons is now in my hands, and what 
I have to do is soon said witliout scruple or hesitaticm. j 
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consent to lihe separation; I onght to have made up my 
mind to it before ; by my nnwillingneas and reluctance I haye 
destroyed my child. There are certain things on which 
destiny obstinately insists. In yain may reason, may virtue* 
may duty, may all holy feelings place themselves in its way. 
Something shall be done which to it seems good, and which 
to us seems not good ; and it forces its own way through at 
last, let us conduct ourselves as we' wilL 

^' And,' indeed, what am I saying ? It is but my own desire, 

my own purpose, against which I acted so unthinkingly, 

which destiny is again bringing in my way? Did I not 

long ago, in my thoughts, design Edward and Ottilie for one 

another ? Did I not myself labour to bring them together ? 

And you, my friend, you yourself were an accomplice in my 

plot. Why, why, could I not distinguish mere man's 

obstinacy from real love ? Why did I accept his hand, when 

I could have made him happy as a friend, and when another 

could have made him happy as a wife ? And now, look here 

on this unhappy slumberer. I tremble for the moment when 

she will recover out of this half death sleep into consciouness. 

How can she endure to live ? How shsdl she ever console 

herself, if she may not hope to make good that to Edwan), 

of which, as the instrument of the most wonderful destiny, 

she has deprived him ? And she can make it all good agam 

by the passion, by the devotion with which she loves him. If 

love be able to bear all things, it is able to do yet more; it can 

restore all things : of myself at such a moment I may not think. 

'* Do you go quietly away, my dear Major ; say to Edward 

that I consent to the separation ; that I leave it to him, to 

you, and to Mittler, to settle whatever is to be done. I have 

no anxiety for my own friture condition ; it may be what it 

will; it is nothing to me. I will subscribe whatever paper is 

submitted to me, only he must not require me to join actively. 

I cannot have to think about it, or give advice.'* 

The Major rose to go. She stretched out her hand to him 
across Ottilie. He pressed it to his lips, and whispered 
gently: " And for myself, may I hope anything ?" 

*' Do not ask me now !" replied Charlotte. " I will tell 
you another time. We have not deserved to be miserable ; 
but neither can we say that we have deserved to be happy 
together." 
. The Major left her, and went, feeling for Charlotte to the 
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bottom of his heart, but not being able to be sorry for the fate 
of the poor child. Such an offering seemed necessary to him 
for their general happiness. He pictured Ottilie to himself 
with a child of her own in her arms, as the most perfect 
compensation for the one of which she had deprived Edward. 
He pictured himself with his own son on his knee, who should 
have better right to resemble him than the one which was 
departed. 

With such flattering hopes and fancies passing tbtoi^h his 
mind, he returned to tiie hotel, and on his way back he met 
Edward, who had been waiting for him the whole night 
through in the open air, since neither rocket nor report of 
cannon would bring him news of the successful issue of his 
uudertaking. He had already heard of the misfortune ; and 
he too, instead of being sorry for the poor creature, regarded 
what had befallen it, without being exactly ready to confess it 
to himself, as a convenient accident, through which the only 
impediment in theway of his happiness was at once removed, 

The Major at once informed him of his wife's resolution, 
and he therefore easily allowed himself to be prevailed upon to 
return again with him to the village, and from thence to go 
for a while to the little town, where they would consider 
what was next to be done, and make their arrangements. 

After the Major had left her, Charlotte sate on, buried in 
her own reflations; but it was only for a few minutes. 
Ottilie suddenly raised herself from her lap, and looked full 
with her large eyes in her friend's face. Then she got up 
&om off the ground, and stood upright before her. 

" This is the second time," began the noble girl, with an 
irresistible solemnity of manner, ^' this is the second time that 
the same thing has happened to me. You once said to me 
that similar things often befall people more than once in their 
lives in a similar way, and if they do, it is always at impor- 
tant moments. I now find that what you said is true, and I 
have to make a confession to you. Shortly after my mother*s 
death, when I was a very litde child, I was sitting one day 
on a footstool close to you. You were on the sofa, as you are 
at this moment, and my head rested on your knees. I was 
not asleep, I was not awake : I was in a trance. I knew every- 
thing which was passing about me. I heard every word 
whidi was said with the greatest distinctness, and yet I could 
not stir, I could not speak; andif Ihad wished it, l could not 
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have given a hint tBat I was conscione. On that occasion you 
were speaking about me to one of your friends ; you were 
commiserating my fate, left as I was a poor orphan in the 
world. You described my dependent position, and how 
unfortunate a future was before me, unless some rery happy 
star watched over me. I understood well what you said. 
I saw, perhaps too clearly, what you appeared to hope of me, 
and what you thought I ought to do. I made rules to myself, 
according to such limited insight as I had, and by these I 
have long lived ; by these, at the time when you so kindly 
took charge of me, and had me with you in your house, I 
regulated whatever I did, and whatever I left undone. 
li " But I have wandered out of my comrse ; I have broken 
) my rules ; I have lost the very power of feeling them. And 
now, after a dreadful occurrence, you have again made clear 
to me my situation, which is more pitiable than the first. 
While lying in a half torpor on your lap, I have again, as if 
out of another world, heard every syllable which you uttered. 
I know from you how all is with me. I shudder at the 
thought of myself; but again, as I did then, in my half sleep 
of death, I have marked out my new path for myself. 

^^I am determined, as I was before, and what I have 
determined I must teU you at once. I will never be Edward's 
wife. In a terrible manner God has opened my eyes to see 
the sin in which I was entangled. I will atone for it, and let 
no one think to move me from my purpose. It is by this, 
my dearest, kindest friend, that you must govern your own 
conduct. Send for the Major to come back to you. Write 
to him that no steps must be taken. It made me miserable 
that I could not stir or speak when he went; — I tried to 
rise, — I tried to cry out. Oh, why did you let him leave you 
with such imlawful hopes T* 

Charlotte saw Ottilie's condition, and she felt for it ; but 
she hoped that by time and persuasion she might be able to 
prevail upon her. On her uttering a few words, however, 
which pointed to a future, — ^to a time when her sufferings 
would be alleviated, and when there might be better room for 
hope, "No!" Ottilie cried, with vehemence, "do not endeavour 
to move me ; do not seek to deceive me. At the moment at 
which I learn that you have consented to the separation, in 
that same lake I will expiate my errors and my crimes." 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Friends and relations, and all persons Imng in the same 
house together, are apt, when life is going smoothly and 
peacefully with them, to make what they are doing, or what 
they are going to do, even more than is right or necessary, 
a subject of constant conversation. They talk to each other 
of their plans and their occupations, and, without exactly 
taking one another's advice, consider and discuss together the 
entire progress of their lives. But this is far from being the 
case in serious moments ; just when it would seem men most 
require the assistance and support of others, they all draw 
singly within themselves every one to act for himself, every 
one to work in his own fashion ; they conceal from one another 
the particular means which they employ, and only the result, 
the object, the thing which they realize, is again made com- 
mon property. 

After so many strange and unfortunate incidents, a sort of 
silent seriousness had passed over the two ladies, which 
showed itself in a sweet mutual effort to spare each other's 
feelings. The child had been buried privately in the chapeL 
It rested there as the first offering to a destiny full of ominous 
foreshadowings. 

Charlotte, as soon as ever she could, turned back to life and 
occupation, and here she first found Ottilie standing in need 
of her assistance. She occupied herself almost entirely 
with her, without letting it be observed. She knew how 
deeply the noble girl loved Edward. She had discovered by 
degrees the scene which had preceded the accident, and had 
gathered every circumstance of it, partly from Ottilie herself^ 
partly from the letters of the Major* 

Ottilie, on her side, made Charlotte's immediate life much 
more easy for her. She was open, and even talkative, but 
she never spoke of the present, or of what had lately past. 
She had been a close and thoughtftd observer. She knew 
much, and now it all came to the surface. She entertained, 
she amused Charlotte, and the latter still nourished a hope in 
secret to see her married to Edward after all. 

But something very different was passing in Ottilie. She 
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had disclosed the secret of the tM>Qrse of her life to her 
Mend, and she showed no more of her previous restraint and 
idbmissiveness. By her repentance and her resolution she 
felt herself freed from the harden of her fault and her mis- 
fortune. She had no more violence to do to herself. In Ihe 
bottom of her heart she had forgiven herself solely under 
condition of the fullest renunciation, and it was a condition 
which would remain binding for all time to come. 

So passed away some time, and Charlotte now felt how 
deepty house and park, and lake and rocks and trees, served 
to keep alive in them all their most painful reminiscences. 
They wanted change of scene, both of them, it was plain 
enough ; but how it was to be effected was not so easy to 
decide. 

Were the two ladies to remain together? Edward's pre- 
viously-expressed will appeared to enjoin it, — ^his declarations 
and his threats appeared to make it necessary ; only it could 
not be now mistaken that Charlotte and Ottilie, with all their 
goodwill, with all their sense, with all their efforts to conceal 
it, could aot avoid finding themselves in a painful situation 
towards one another. In their conversation there was a 
constant endeavour to avoid doubtful subjects. They were 
often obliged only half to imderstand some allusion ; more 
often, expressions were misinterpreted, if not by their under* 
standings, at any rate by their feelings. They were afraid to 
give pain to one another, and this very fear itself produced 
the evil which they were seeking to avoid. 

If they were to try change of scene, and at the same time 
(at any rate for a while) to part, the old question came up 
again, where Ottilie was to go? There was the grand, rich 
family, who 'still wanted a desirable companion for their 
daughter, their attempts to find a person whom they could 
trust having hitherto proved ineffectual. ITie last time the 
Baroness had been at the castle, she had ux^ed Charlotte to 
send Ottilie there, and she had been lately pressing it again 
and again in her letters. Charlotte now a second time 
proposed it ; but Ottilie expressly declined going anywhere, 
where she would be thrown into what is called the great 
world. 

*^ Do not think me foolish or self-willed, my dear aunt," she 
said ; *^ I had better tell you what I feel, for fear you should 
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judge hardly of me; although in any other case it would 
be my duty to be silent. A person who has fallen into 

uncommon misfortunes, however guiltless he may be, carries 
a frightful mark upon him. His presence, in every one who 
sees him and is aware of his history, excites a kind of horror. 
People see in him the terrible fate which has been laid upon 
him, and he is the object of a diseased and nervous curiosity. 
It is so with a house; it is so with a town, where any terrible 
action has been done; people enter them with awe; the 
light of day shines less brightly there, and the stars seem to 
lose their lustre. 

*' Perhaps we ought to excuse it, but how extreme is the 
indiscretion with which people behave towards such unfortu- 
nates, with their foolish importunities and awkward kindness! 
You must forgive me for speaking in this way, but that poor 
girl -whom Luciana tempted out of her retirement, and with 
such mistaken good nature tried to force into society and 
amusement, has haunted me and made me miserable. The 
poor creature, when she was so frightened and tried to 
escape, and then sank and swooned away, and I caught her 
in my arms, and the party came all crowding round in terror 
and curiosity ! little did I think, then, that the same fate was 
in store for me. But my feeling for her is as deep and warm 
and fresh as ever it was ; and now I may direct my compas- 
sion upon myself, and secure myself from being the object of 
any similar exposure." 

" But, my dear child," answered Charlotte, " you will never 
be able to withdraw yourself where no one can see you ; we 
have no cloisters now : otherwise, there, with your present 
feelings, would be your resource." 

"Solitude would not give me the resource for which I 
wish, my dear aunt," answered Ottilie. " The one true and 
valuable resource is to be looked for where we can be active 
and useful; all the self-denials and all the penances on earth 
will fail to deliver us from an evil-omened destiny, if it be 
determined to persecute us. Let me sit still in idleness and 
serve .as a spectacle for the world, and it will overpower me 
and crush me. But find me some peaceful employment, 
where I can go steadily and imweariedly on doing my du^» 
and I shall be able to bear the eyes of men, when I need 
not shrink under the eyes of God." 
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^'Unlew I am much mistaken," replied Charlotte, **y<mr 
indlinatioii is to return to the school/' 

*' Yes," Ottilie answered ; " I d<Knot deny it. I think 
it a happy destination to train ]j^ others in the ^ beaten 
^ay, after having been trained m the straogest myself, 
^[nd do we not see the same great fact in history? some 
moral calamity drives men ont into the wilderness ; but they 
are not allowed to remain as they had hoped in their con- 
cealment there. They are summoned back into the world, to 
lead the wanderers into the right way ; and who are fitter 
for such a^rviiS, than those who have been initiated into 
the labyrinths of life ? They are commanded to be the sup- 
port of the unfortunate; and who can better fulfil that 
command than those who have no more misfortunes to fear 
upon earth ?" 

" You are selecting an uncommon profession for yourself," 
replied Charlotte. '' I shall not oppose you, however. Let 
it be as you wish ; only I hope it will be but for a short 
time." 

" Most warmly I thank you," said Ottilie, " for giving me 
leave at least to try, to make the experiment. If I am not 
flattering myself too highly, I am sure I shall suiiceed: where- 
ever I am, I shall remember the many trials which I went 
through myself, and how small, how infinitely small they 
were compared to those which I afterwards had to undergo* 
It will be my happiness to watch the embarrassments of Sie 
little creatures as they grow ; to cheer them in their childish 
sorrows, and guide them back with a light hand out of their 
little aberrations. The fortimate is not the person to be of 
help to the fortunate ; it is in the nature of man to require 
ever more and more of himself and others, tne more he has 
received. The unfortunate who has himself recovered* knows 
best how to nourish, in himself and them, the feeling that 
every moderate good ought to be enjoyed with rapture." 

'* I have but one objection to make to what you propose," 
said Charlotte, after some thought, '' although that one seems 
to me of great importance. I am not thinking of you, but 
of another person: you are aware of the feelings towards you 
of that good, right-minded, excellent assistant. In the way in 
which you desire to proceed, you will become every day 
more valuable and more indispensable to him. Already he 
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himself belieyes that he can never liye happily without yon, 
and hereafter, when he has become accustomed to have you 
to work with him, he will be unable to carry on his business 
if he loses you ; you will have assuted him at the b^inning 
only to injure him in the end.*' 

^^ Destiny has not dealt with me with too gentle a hand,*' 
replied Ottilie; " and whoever loves me has perhaps not mudi 
better to expect. Our friend is so good and so sensible, that 
I hope he will be able to reconcile himself to remaining in a 
I simple relation with me ; he will learn to see in me a con- 
I secrated person, lying under the shadow of an awful cala- 
mity, and only able to support herself and bear up £^ainst 
it by devoting herself to that Holy Being who is invisibly 
around us, and alone is able to shield us from the dark 
powers which threaten to overwhelm us." 

All this, which the dear girl poured out so warmly, Char- 
lotte privately reflected over ; on many different occasions, 
although only in the gentlest manner, she had hinted at the 
possibility of Ottilie*s being brought again in contact with 
Edward ; but the slightest mention of it, the faintest hope, 
the least suspicion, seemed to wound Ottilie to the quick. 
One day when she could not evade it, she expressed herself 
to Charlotte clearly and peremptorily on the subject. 

" If your resolution to renounce Edward,** returned Char- 
lotte, " is so firm and imalterable, then you had better avoid 
the danger of seeing him again. At a distance from the 
object of our love, the warmer our affection, the stronger is 
the control which we fancy that we can exercise on ourselves; 
because the whole force of the passion, diverted from its 
outward objects^ turns inwards on ourselves. But how soon, 
how swiftly is our mistake made clear to us, when the thing 
which we thought that we could renoimce, stands again 
before our eyes as indispensable to us ! You must now do 
what you consider best suited to your circumstances. Look 
well into yourself; change, if you prefer it, the resolution which 
you have just expressed. But do it of yourself, with a fr'ee 
consenting heart. Do not allow yourself to be drawn in by 
an accident; do not let yourself be surprised into your former 
position. It will place you at issue with yourself and will 
be intolerable to you. As I said, before you take this step, 
before you remove from me, and ^iter upon a new life, which 
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will lead ycm no one knows in what direction, consider once 
more whether really, indeed, you can renounce Edward for 
the whole time to come. If you have £sdthfully made up your 
mind that you will do this, then will you enter into an engage- 
ment with me, that you will never admit him into your 
presence ; and if he seeks you out and forces himself upon 
you, that you will not exchange words with him ?" 

Ottilie did not hesitate a moment; she gave Charlotte the 
promise, which she had already made to herself. 

Now, however, Charlotte began to be haunted with 
Edward's threat, that he would only cotisent to renounce 
Ottilie, as long as she ^as not parted from Charlotte. Since 
that time, indeed, circumstances were so altered, so many 
things had happened, that an engagement which was wrung 
fcam him in a moment of excitement might well be supposed 
to have been cancelled. She was imwilling, however, in the 
remotest sense to venture anything or to undertake anything 
which might displease him, and Mittler was therefore to 
find Edward, and inquire what, as things now were, he 
wished to be done. 

Since the death of the child, Mittler had often been at the 
castle to see Charlotte, although only for a few moments at a 
time. The unhappy accident which had made her reconcilia- 
tion with her husband in the highest degree improbable, had 
produced a most painfid effect upon him. But ever, as 
his nature was, hoping and striving, he rejoiced secretly at 
the resolution of Ottilie. He trusted to the softening 
influence of passing time ; he hoped that it might still be 
possible to keep the husband and the wife from separating ; 
and he tried to regard these convulsions of passion only as 
trials of wedded love and fidelity. 

Charlotte, at the very first, had informed the Major by 
letter of Ottilie's declaration. She had entreated him most 
earnestly to prevail on Edward to take no further steps for 
the present. They should keep quiet and wait, and see 
whether the poor girl's spirits would recover. She had let 
him know firom time to time whatever was necessary of what 
had more lately fallen from her. And now Mittler had to un- 
dertake the really difficult commission of preparing Edward 
for an alteration in her situation. Mittler, however, well 
knowing that mian can be brought more easily to submit to 
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what is already done, than to give their consent to what is yet 
to be done, persuaded Charlotte that it would be better to 
send OttiHe off at once to the schooL 

Consequently as soon as MitUer was gone, preparations 
were at once made for the journey. Ottilie put her things 
together; and Charlotte observed that neither the beautiful 
box, nor anything out of it, was to go with her. Ottilie had 
said nothing to her on the subject ; and she took no notice, but 
let her alone. The day of the departure came ; Charlotte's 
carriage was to take Ottilie the first day as far as a place where 
they were well knbwn, where she was to pass the night, and 
on the second she would go on in it to the school. It was 
settled that Nanny was to accompany her, and remain as her 
attendant. 

This capricious little creature had found her way back to 
her mistress dfter the death of the child, and now hirng about 
her as warmly and passionately as ever ; indeed she seemed, 
with her loquacity and attentiveness, as if she wished to make 
good her past neglect, and henceforth devote herself entirely to 
Ottilie*8 service. She was quite beside herself now for joy at 
the thought of travelling with her, and of seeing strange places, 
when she had hitherto never been away from the scene of her 
birth ; and she ran from the castle to the village to carry the 
news of her good fortune to her parents and her relations, and 
to take leave. Unluckily for herself, she went among other 
places into a room where a person was who had the measles, 
and caught the infection, which came out upon her at once. 
The journey could not be postponed. Ottilie herself was 
urgent to go. She had travelled once already the same road. 
She knew the people of the hotel where she was to sleep. 
The coachman from the castle was going with her. There 
could be nothing to fear. 

Charlotte made no opposition. She, too, in thought, was 
making haste to be clear of present embarrassments. The 
rooms which Ottilie had occupied at the castle she would 
have prepared for Edward as soon as possible, and restored 
to the old state in which they had been before the arrival of 
the Captain. The hope of bringing back old happy days 
bums up again and again in us, as if it never could be 
extinguished. And Charlotte was quite right; there was 
nothing else for her except to hope as she did. 
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CHAPTER XVL 

When Mittler was come to talk the matter over with 
Edward, he found him sitting by himself, with his head sup- 
ported on his right hand, and his arm resting on the table. 
He appeared in great suffering. 

'' Is your hea&che troubling you again ?" asked Mittler. 

" It ul troubling me," answered he ; *' and yet I cannot wish 
it were not so, for it reminds me of Ottilie. She too, I say 
to myself, is also suffering in the same way at this same 
moment, and suffering more perhaps than I ; and why cannot 
I bear it as well as she ? These pains are good for me. I 
might almost say that they were welcome ; for they serve to 
briQg out before me with the greater vividness her patience 
and all her other graces. It is only when we suffer ourselves, 
tiiat we feel really the true nature of all the high qualities 
which arfe required to bear suffering." 

Mittler, finding his friend so far resigned, did not hesitate 
to communicate the message with which he had been sent. 
He brought it out piecemeal, however; in order of time, as the 
idea had itself arisen between the ladies, and had gradually 
ripened into a purpose. Edward scarcely made an objection. 
From the little which he said, it appeared as if he was willing 
to leave everything to them ; the pain which he was suffering 
at the moment making him indifferent to all besides. 

Scarcely, however, was hie again alone, than he got up, and 
walked rapidly up and down the room ; he forgot ms pain, his 
attention now turning to what was external to himself. Mit- 
tler's story had stirred the embers of his love, and awakened 
his imagination in all its vividness. He saw Ottilie by her- 
self, or as good as by herself, travelling on a road which was 
well known to him — ^in a hotel with every room of which 
he was familiar. He thought, he considered, or rather he 
neither thought nor considered; he only wished— he only 
desired. He would see her ; he would speak to her. Why, 
or for what good end that was to come of it, he did not care 
to ask himself; but he made up his mind at once. He must 
doit. 

He summoned his valet into his council, and through him 
he .made himself acquainted with the day and hour when 
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Ottilie was to set out. The moming broke. Without taking 
any person with him, Edward moanted his horse, and rode off 
to the place where she was to pass the night. He was there 
too soon. The hostess was overjoyed at l£e sight of him ; she 
was imder heavy obligations to him for a serriee which he had 
been able to do for her. Her son had been in the anny, 
where he had conducted himself with remarkable gallantry. 
He had performed one particular action of which no one had 
been a witness but Edward ; and the latter had spoken of it 
to the commander-in-chief in terms of soch high praise, that 
notwithstanding the opposition of Tarioos ill-wishers, he had 
obtained a decoration for him. The mother, therdbre, ooidd 
never do enough for Edward. She got ready her best room 
for him, which indeed was her own wardrobe and store-room, 
with all possible speed. He informed her, however, Uiat a 
yomig lady was coming to pass the night there, and he ordered 
an apartment for her at the back, at the end of the galleiy. 
It sounded a mysterious sort of affiiir; but the hostess was 
ready to do anything to please her patron, who appeared so 
interested and so busy about it. And he, what were his sen- 
sations as he watched through the long, weary hours till 
evening ? He examined the room round and round in which 
he was to see her; with all its strangeness and homeliness it 
seemed to him to be an abode for angels. He thought over 
and over what he had better do ; whether he should take her 
by surprise, or whether he should prepare her for meeting him. 
At last the second course seemed the preferable one. He sat 
down and wrote a letter, which she was to read: 

XBWASD TO OTTILIE. 

^' Wh3e you read this letter, my best beloved, I am close to 
you. Do not i^tate yourself; do not be alarmed ; you have 
nothing to fear from me. I will not force myself upon you. 
I will see you or not, as you yourself shall choose. ;. 

'' Consider, oh! consider your condition and mine. How ' 
must I not thank you, that you have taken no decisive step ! 
But the step which you have taken is significant enough. 
Do not persist in it. Here, as it were, at a parting of the 
ways, reflect once again. Can you be mine ? — ^will you be 
mine? Oh, you will be showing mercy on us all if you 
will; and on me, infinite mercy. 
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*< Let me see you again ! — ^happily, joyfully see you onee 
more ! Let me make my request to you with my own lipa ; 
and do you give me your answer your own beautiful self, on 
my breast, OSilie ! where you have so often xested, and which 
bdLongs to you for ever !'' 

As he was writing, the feeling rushed oyer him that what he 
was longicg for was coming — ^was dose— would be there almost 
immediately. By that door she would come in ; she would 
read that letter; ehe in her own person would stand there 
before him as she used to stand ; she for whose appearance he 
had thirsted so long. Would she be the same as she was ?— 
was her form, were her feelings changed ? He still held the 
pen in his hand ; he was going to write as he thought, when 
the carriage rolled into the court. With a few hurried strokes 
he added: ** I hear you coming. For a moment, farewell !" 

He folded the letter, and directed it. He had no time for 
sealing. He darted into the room through which there was a 
second outlet into the gallery, when the next moment he 
recollected that he had left his watch and seals lying on the 
table. She must not see these first. He ran back and 
brought them away with him. At the same instant he heard 
the hostess in the antechamber showing Ottilie the way to her 
apartments. He sprang to the bedroom door. It was shut. 
In his haste, as he had come back for his watch, he had for- 
gotten to take out the key, which had fallen oul^ and lay the 
other side. The door had closed with a spring, and he could 
not open it. He pushed at it with all his might, but it would 
Aot yield. Oh, how gladly would he have been a spirit, to 
escape through its cracks ! In Tain. He hid his &ce against 
the panels. Ottilie Altered, and the hostess, seeing him, 
retired. From Ottilie herself, too, he could not remain con- 
eealed for a moment. He tamed towards her; and there 
stood the lovers once more, in such strange fiehion, in one 
another's presence. She looked at him calmly and earnestly, 
wifJiout advancing or retiring. He made a movement to 
approach her, and she withdrew a few steps towards the table. 
He stepped back again. ^' Ottilie !" he cried aloud, '^ Ottilie ! 
let me break this frightful silence ! Are we shadows, that we 
stand thus gazing at each other? Only listen to me ; listen 
to this at least. It is an aocide&t that you find me here 

a2 
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thus. There is a letter on the table, at your side there, 
which was to have prepared you. Read it, I implore you-« 
read it — and then determine as you will !" 

She looked down at the letter ; and after thinking a few 
seconds, she took it up, opened it, and read it : she finished it 
without a change of expression ; and she laid it lightly down ; 
then joining the palms of her hands together, turning them 
upwards, and drawing them against her breast, she leant h^ 
body a little forward, and regarded Edward with such a look, 
that, eager as he was, he was compelled to renounce every- 
thing he wished or desired of her. Such an attitude cut hun 
to the heart ; he could not bear it. It seemed exactly as if 
she woidd flEill upon her knees before him, if he persisted. He 
hurried in despair out of the room, and leaving her alone, sent 
the hostess in to her. 

He walked up and down the antechamber. Night had 
come on, and there was no sound in the room. At last the 
Jiostess came out and drew the key out of the lock. The 
good woman was embarrassed and agitated, not knowing 
what it would be proper for her to do. At last as she 
turned to go, she o£fered the key to Edward, who refused it; 
and putting down the candle, she went away. 

In misery and wretchedness, Edward flung himself down 
on the threshold of the door which divided him from 
Ottilie, moistening it with his tears as he lay. A more un- 
happy night had been seldom passed by two lovers in such 
close neighbourhood! 

Day came at last. The coachman brought round the car- 
xiage, and the hostess unlocked the door and went in. Ottilie 
was asleep in her clothes ; she went back and beckoned to 
JBdward with a significant smile. They both entered and 
stood before her as she lay ; but the sight was too much for 
Edward. He could not bear it. She was sleeping so quietly 
that the hostess did not like to disturb her, but sat down 
opposite her, waiting till she woke. At last Ottilie opened 
her beautiful eyes, and raised herself on her feet. She declined 
taking any break&st, and then Edward went in again and 
stood before her. He entreated her to speak but one word 
to him; to tell him what she desired. He would do it, be it 
what it would^ he swore to her; but she remained silent. 
. Jle asked her once more^ passionately and tenderly, whetlier 
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she would be his. With downcast eyes, and with the deepest 
tenderness of manner she shook her head to a gentle No» 
He asked if she still desired to go to the school. Without 
any show of feeling she declined. Would she then go back 
to Charlotte ? She inclined her head in token of assent^ 
with a look*of comfort and relief. He went to the window 
to give directions to the coachman, and when his back was 
turned she darted like lightning out of the room, and was 
down the stairs and in the carriage in an instant. The coach- 
man drove back along the road which he had come the day 
before^ and Edward followed at some distance on horseback. 



CHAPTER XVn. 

It was with the utmost surprise that Charlotte saw the car- 
nage drive up with Ottilie, and Edward at the same moment 
ride into the court-yard of the castle. She ran down to the halL 
Ottilie alighted, and approached her and Edward. Violently 
and ei^rly she caught the hands of the wife and husband, 
pressed them together, and hurried off to her own room. 
Edward threw himself on Charlotte*s neck and burst into 
tears. He could not give her any explanation ; he besox^ht 
her to have patience with him, and to go at once to see OttiUe. 
Charlotte followed her to her room, and she could not enter 
it without a shudder. It had been all cleared out. There 
was nothing to be seen but the empty walls, which stood 
there looking cheerless, vacant, and miserable. Everything 
had been carried away except the little box, which from an 
uncertainty what was to be done with it, had been left in the 
middle of the room. Ottilie was lying stretched upon the 
ground, her arm and head leaning across the cover. Charlotte 
bent anxiously over her, and asked what had happened; but 
she received no answer. 

Her maid had come with restoratives. Charlotte left her 
with Ottilie, and herself hastened back to Edward. She found 
him in the saloon, but he could tell her nothing. He threw 
himself down before her ; he bathed her hands with tears ; 
be flew to his own room, and she was going to follow^ him. 
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tUiher, inrhen she met his valet. From this man she gathered 
as much as he was able to tell. The rest she put together in 
her own thoughts as well as she eonld, and then at once set 
herself resolutely to do what the exigencies of the moment 
required. Ottilie's room was put to rights again as quickly 
as possible ; Edward found his, to the last paper* exactly as 
he had left it. 

The three appeared again to faJl into some sort of relation 
with one another. But Ottilie persevered in her silence, and 
Edward could do nothing except entreat his wife to exert a 
patience which seemed wanting to himsell Charlotte sent 
messengers to Mittler and to the Major. The first was absent 
from home and could not be found. The latter came. To him 
Edward poured out all his heart, confessing every most trifling 
circumstance to him, and thus Charlotte learnt fully what had 
passed ; what it had been which had produced such violent 
excitement, and how so strange an alteration of their mutual 
position had been brought about. 

She spoke with the utmost tenderness to her husband. She 
had nothing to ask of him, except that for the present he 
would leave the poor girl to herself. Edward was not insen- 
sible to the worth, the affection, the strong sense of his wife ; 
but his passion absorbed him exclusively. Charlotte tried, to 
cheer hun with hopes. She promised that she herself would 
make no difficulties about the separation ; but it had small 
effect with him. He was so much shaken that hope and 
Mth alternately forsook him. A species of insanity appeared 
to have taken possession of him. He urged Charlotte to 
promise to give her hand to the Major. To satisfy him and 
to humour him, she did what he required. She engaged to 
become herself the wife of the Major, in the event of OttHie 
consentiDg to the marriage with Edward ; with this express- 
condition, however, that for the present the two gentlemen 
should go abroad together. The Major had a foroign appoint- 
ment from the court, and it was settled that Edward should 
accompany him. They arranged it all together, and in doing^ 
80 found a sort of comfort for themselves in the sense that at 
least something was being done. 

In Ihe meantime tiiey h^ to remalk that Ottilie took scarcely 
anything to eat or drink. She still persisted in rofusing to 
apeak. They at first used to talk to her, but it appeared ta 
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distress her, and they left it off. We are not, universally at 
least, so weak as to persist in torturing people for their good. 
CSiarlotte tiionght oyer what could possibly be done. At last 
she fancied it might be well to ask the Assistant of the school 
to come to them. He had much influence with Ottilie, and 
had been writing with much anxiety to inquire the cause of 
her not having arrived at the time he had been expecting her ; 
but as yet she had not sent him any answer. 

In order not to take Ottilie by surprise, they spoke of their 
intentiim of sending this invitation in her presence. It did 
not seem to please her ; she thought for some little time ; at 
last she appeared to have formed some resolution. She retired 
to her own room, and before the evening sent the following 
letter to the assembled party : 

OTTILLE TO HBB FBUSKDS. 

^ Why need I express in words, my dear friends, what is 
in itself so plain ? I have stepped out of my course, and I 
cannot recover it again. A malignant spirit which has gained 
power over me seems to hinder me &om without, even if 
within I could again become at peace with myself. 

" My purpose was entirely firm to renounce Edward, and 
to separate myself from him for ever. I had hoped that we 
might never meet again ; it has turned out otherwise. Against 
his own will he stood before me. Too literally, perhaps, I 
have observed my promise never to admit him into conversa- 
tion with me. My conscience and the feelings of the moment 
kept me silent towards him at the time, and now I have 
nothing more to say. I have taken upon myself, under the 
accidental impulse of the moment, a difficult vow, which if 
it had been formed deliberately, might perhaps be painful 
and distressing. Let me now persist in the observance of 
it so long as my heart shall enjoin it to me. Do not call in 
any one to mediate ; do not insist upon my speaking ; do not 
urge me to eat or to drink more than I absolutely must. 
Bi^ with me and let me alone, and so help me on throi^ 
the time; I am young, and youth has many unexpected 
means of restoring itself. Endure my presence among you ; 
dieer me with your love ; make me wiser and better with 
what yod say to one another : but leave me to my own inward 
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. The two friends had made all preparation for their joume;^ 
but theii- departure was still delayed by the formalities of the 
foreign appointment of the Major, a delay most welcome to 
Edward. Ottilie*s letter had roiised all his eagerness again; 
lie had gathered hope and comfort £rom her words, and now 
felt himself encouraged and justified in remaining and waiting. 
He declared, therefore, that he would not go ; it would be 
folly, indeed, he cried, of his own accord, to throw away, 
by oyer precipitateness, what was most valuable and most 
necessary to mm, when although there was a danger of losing 
it, there was nevertheless a chance that it might be preserved. 
'« What is the right name of conduct such as that?" he said. 
^'It is only that we desire to show that we are able to will and 
to choose. I myself, under the influenees of the same ridiculous 
folly, have torn myself away, days before there was any neces- 
sity for it, from my friends, merely that I might not be forced 
to go by the de&iite expiration of my term. This time I 
will stay: what reason is there for my going; is she not 
already removed far enough from me ? I am not likely now 
to catch her hand or press her to my heart; I could not 
even think of it without a shudder. She has not separated 
herself from me ; she has raised herself far above me." 

And so he remained as he desired, as he was obliged ; but 
he was never easy except when he found himself with Ottilie. 
She, too, had the same feeling with him ; she could not tear 
berself away from the same happy necessity. On all sides they 
exerted an indescribable, almost magical power of attraction 
over one another. Living, as they were, under one roof, 
without even so much as thinking of each other, although 
they might be occupied with other things, or diverted this 
way or that way by the other members of the party, they 
always drew together. If they were in the same room, in a 
short time they were sure to be either standing or sitting near 
each other ; they were only easy when as close together as 
they could be, but they were then completely easy. To be 
near was enough ; there was no need for them either to look 
or to speak : they did not seek to tpuch one another, or make 
sign or gesture, but merely to be together. Then there were 
not two persons, there was but one person in unconscious and 
perfect content, at peace with itself and with the world. So 
it was that if either of them had been imprisoned at the 
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farther end of the house, the other would hj degrees, without 
intending it, have moved towards its fellow till it found it ; 
life to Ihem was a riddle, the solution of which they could 
only find in union. 

Ottilie was throughout so cheerful and quiet that they 
-were able to feel peifectly easy about her ; she was seldom 
absent from the society of her friends: all that she had 
desired was that she might be allowed to eat alone, with no 
one to attend upon her but Nanny. 

What habitually befalls any person repeats itself more often 
than one is apt to suppose, because his own nature gives the 
immediate occasion for it. Character, individuality, incli- 
nation, tendency, locality, circumstance, and habits, form 
together a whole, in which every man moves as in an atmo- 
sphere, and where only he feels himself at ease in his proper 
element. 

And so we find men, of whose changeableness so many 
complaints are made, after many years, to our surprise, un- 
changed, and in all their infinite tendencies, outward and 
inward, unchangeable. 

Thus in the daily life of our friends, almost everythmg 
glided on again in its old smooth track. Ottilie still displayed 
by many silent attentions her obliging nature, and the others 
like her continued each themselves ; and then the domestic 
circle exhibited an image of their former life, so like it, that 
they might be pardoned if at times they dreamt that it might 
all be again as it was. 

The autumn days, which were of the same length with 
those old spring days, brought the party back into the house 
out of the air about the same hour. The gay fruits and 
flowers which belonged to the season, might have made them 
£uicy it was now the autumn of that first spring, and the 
interval dropped out and forgotten; for the flowers which 
now were blowing, were the same as those which then they 
bad sown, and the fruits which were now ripening on the trees^ 
were those which at that time they had seen in blossom. 

The Major went backwards and forwards, and Mittler came 
frequently. The evenings were generally spent in exactly the 
«ame way. Edward usually read aloud, with more life and 
feeling than before ; much better, and even it may be said with 
more cheei-fulness. It appeared as if he was endeavouring. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



234 GOSIHE. 

by light-heartedness as mucli as by devotion, to quicken 
Ottilie's torpor into life, and dissolve ber silence. He seated 
bimself in tixe same position as be used to do, tbat sbe migbt 
look over bis book ; be was uneasy and distracted unless sbe 
was doing so, unless be was sure tbat sbe was following bis 
words witb ber eyes. 

Every trace Imd vanisbed of tbe unpleasant, ungracious 
feelings of tbe intervening time. No one bad any secret 
complaint against another ; there were no cross purposes, no 
bitterness. Tbe Major accompanied Charlotte's playing with 
bis violin, and Edward's flute soimded again, as formerly, in 
barmony witb Ottilie's piano. Thus they were now approach- 
ing Edward's birthday, which the year before tiiiey bad 
missed celebrating. This time they were to keep it with- 
out any outward festivities, in quiet enjoyment among them- 
selves. They bad so settled it together, half expresdy, half 
from a tacit agreement. As they approached nearer to this 
epoch, however, an anxiety about it, which bad hitherto 
been more felt than observed, became more noticeable in 
Ottilie's manner. She was to be seen often in the garden 
examining tbe flowers: she bad signified to tbe gardener 
that be was to save as many as be could of every sort, and 
sbe bad been especially occupied with the a stgrs , which this 
year were blowing in immense profusion. 



CHAPTER XVm. 

The most remarkable feature, however, which was observed 
about Ottilie was that, for the first time, she bad now un- 
packed the box, and bad selected a variety of things out of 
it, which sbe bad cut up, and which were intended evidently 
to make one complete suit for ber. The rest, with Nanny's 
assistance, sbe hiad endeavoured to replace again, and she 
bad been hardly able to get it done, tbe space being over full, 
although a portion had been taken out. The covetous little 
Nanny could never satisfy herself witb looking at all the 
pretty things, especially as sbe found provision made there for 
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every article of dress which could be wanted, even the 
smallest. Numbers of shoes and stockings, garters with 
devices on them, gloves, and various other things were left» 
and she begged Ottilie just to give her one or two of them. 
Ottilie lefa^ to do that, but opened a drawer in her ward- 
robe, and told the girl to take what she liked. The latter 
hastily and awkwardly dashed in her hand and seized what 
she could, running off at once with her booty, to show it off 
and display her good fortune among the rest of the servants. 

At last Ottilie succeeded in packing everything care&lly 
into its place. She then opened a secret compartment, 
which was contrived in the lid, where she kept a number of 
notes and letters from Edward, many dried flowers, the 
mementos of their early walks together, a lock of his hair, 
and various other little matters. She now added one more 
to them, her father's portrait, and then locked it all up, and 
hung the delicate key by a gold chain about her neck, against 
her heart. 

In the mean time, her Mends had now in their hearts 
begun to entertain the best hopes for her. Oliarlotte was 
conyinced that she would one day begin to speak again. 
She had latterly seen signs about her which implied that she 
was engaged in secret about something ; a look of cheerful 
self-satis&ction, a sipile like that which hangs about the face 
of persons who have something pleasant and delightful, 
which they are keeping concealed from those whom they 
love. No one knew that she spent many hours in extreme 
exhaustion, and that only at rare intervals, when she ap- 
peared in public through the power of her will, she was able 
to rouse herself 

Mittler had latterly been a frequent visitor, and when he 
came he staid longer than he usually did at other times. 
This strong-willed, resolute person was only too well aware 
that there is a certain moment in which alone it wiU answer 
to smite the iron. Ottilie*s silence and reserve he inter- 
preted according to his own wishes; no steps had as yet been 
taken towards a s^aration of the husband and w^e. He 
hoped to be able to determine the fortunes of the poor girl 
in some not undesirable way* He listened, he allowed him- 
self to seem convinced; he was discreet and unobtrusive^ 
and conducted himself in his own way with sufficient prut 
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dence. There was but one occasion on whicli he unifonnly 
forgot himself— -when he found an opportunity for giving 
bis opinion upon subjects to which he attached a great im* 
portance. He lived much within himself, and when he was 
with others, his only relation to them generally was in active 
employment on their behalf; but if once» when among 
friends, his tongue broke fairly loose, as on more than one 
occasion we have already seen, he rolled out his words in 
utter recklessness, whether they wounded or whether they 
pleased, whether they did evil or whether they did good. 

The evening before the birthday, the Major and Charlotte 
were sitting together expecting Edward, who had gone out 
for a ride; MitUer was walking up and down the saloon; 
Ottilie was in her own room, laying out the dress which she 
was to wear on the morrow, and making signs to her maid 
about a number of things, which the girl^ who perfectly un- 
derstood her silent language, arranged as she was ordered. 

Mittler had fallen exactly on his favourite subject. One 
of the points on which he used most to insist was, that in the 
education of children^ as well as in the conduct of nations, 
there was nothing more worthless and barbarous than laws 
and commandments forbidding this and that action. " Man is 
naturally active," he said, "wherever he is ; and if you know 
how to tell him what to do, he will do i1^ immediately, and 
keep straight in the direction in which you set him. 1 my- 
self, in my own circle, am far better pleased to endure faults 
and mistakes, till I know what the opposite virtue is that I 
am to enjoin, than to be rid of the faults and to have nothing 
good to put in their place. A man is really glad to do what 
is right and sensible, if he only knows how to get at it. It 
is no such great matter with him ; he does it because he must 
have someuiing to do, and he thinks no more about it after- 
wards than he does of the silliest freaks which he engaged 
in out of the purest idleness. I cannot tell you how it 
annoys me to hear people going over and over those Ten 
Commandments in teaching children. The fifth is a 
thoroughly beautiful, rational, preceptive precept. * Thou 
ehalt honour thy father and thy mother.* If the children 
will inscribe that well upon their hearts, they have the whole 
day before them to put it in practice. But the . sixth now ? 
What can we say to that I * Thou shalt do no murder;' as if. 
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any man ever felt the slightest general inclination to strike 
another man dead. Men will hate sometimes ; they will fly 
into passions and forget themselyes ; and as a consequence of 
this or other feelings, it may easily come now and then to a 
murder ; but what a barbarous precaution it is to tell children 
that they are not to kill or murder ! If the commandment ran, 
*Have a regard for the life of another— put away whatever 
can do him hurt — save him though with peril to yourself — if 
you injure him, consider that you are injuring yourself;' — that 
IS the form which should be m use among eaucated, reason- 
able people. And in our Catechism teaching we have only an 
awkward clumsy way of sliding into it, through a ' what do 
you mean by that? ' 

" And as for the seventh ; that is utterly detestable. 
What ! to stimulate the precocious curiosity of children to 
pry into dangerous mysteries ; to obtrude violently upon their 
imaginations ideas and notions which beyond all things 
you should wish to keep from them ! It were far better if 
such actions as that commandment speaks of were dealt with 
arbitrarily by some secret tribunal, than prated openly of 
before church and congregation '* 

At this moment Ottilie entered the room. 

*' ' Thou shalt not commit adultery,' " — Mittler went on— • 
" How coarse ! bow brutal ! What a different sound it has, 
if you let it run, * Thou shalt hold in reverence the bond of 
marriage. When thou seest a husband and a wife between 
whom there is true love, thou shalt rejoice in it, and their 
happiness shall gladden thee like the cheerful light of a 
beautiful day. If there arise anything to make division 
between them, thou shalt use thy best endeavour to clear it 
away. Thou shalt labour to pacify them, and to soothe them ; 
to snow each of them the excellencies of the other. Thou 
shalt not think of thyself, but purely and disinterestedly thou 
shalt seek to further the well-being of others, and make them 
leel what a happiness is that which arises out of all duty 
done ; and especially out of that duty which holds man and 
mfe indissolubly bound together.' '* 

Charlotte felt £is if she was sitting on hot coals. The 
situation was the more distressing, as she was convinced that 
Mittler was not thinking the least where he was or what h.& 
was saying; and before she was able to interrupt him, she 
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«aw Ottilie, after cbanging colour painfolly for a few seconds, 
rise and leaye the room. 

Charlotte constrained herself to seem imembarrassed : 
*' You wiU leave us the eighth commandment," she said, with 
a faint smile. 

", All the rest," replied Mittler, " if I may only insist first 
•on the foundation of the whole of them." 

At this moment Nanny rushed in, screaming and crying : 
** She is dying ; the young kdy is dying ; come to her, 
<5ome." 

Ottilie had found her way back with extreme difficulty to 
her own room. The beautiful things which she was to wear 
the next day were laid out on a number of chairs ; and the 
girl, who had been running from one to the other, staring 
at them and admiring them, called out in her ecstacy, " Look, 
dearest madam, only look ! There is a bridal dress worthy 
of you." 

Ottilie heard the word, and sank upon the sofa. Nanny 
saw her mistress turn pale, fall back, and faint. She ran for 
Charlotte, who came. The medical friend was on the spot 
in a moment. He thought it was nothing but exhaustion. 
He ordered some strong soup to be brought. OttiHe refused 
it with an expression of loathing : it almost threw her into 
convulsions, when they put the cup to her lips. A light 
seemed to break on the physician: he asked hastily and 
anxiously what Ottilie had taken that day. The little girl 
hesitated. He repeated his question, and she then acknow- 
ledged that Ottilie had taken nothing. 

lliere was a nervousness of manner about Nanny which 
made him suspicious. He carried her with him into the 
adjoining room; Charlotte followed; and the girl threw 
herself on her knees, and confessed that for a long time past 
Ottilie had taken as good as nothing; at her mistress's 
urgent request, she had herself eaten the food which had 
been brought for her ; she had said nothing about it, because 
Ottilie had by signs alternately begged her not to tell any 
one, and threatened her if she did; and, as she innocently 
added, " because it was so nice." 

The Major and Mittler now came up as well. They found 
Charlotte busy with the physician. The pale, beautiful girl 
was sitting, apparently conscious, in the corner of the sofiu 
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They had begged her to lie down ; she had declined to do 
this; bnt she made signs to haye her box brought, and 
resting her feet upon it, placed herself in an easy, half 
recumbent position. She seemed to be wishing to take 
leave ; and by her gestures, \iras expressing to all about her 
the tenderest affection, love, gratitude, entreaties for forgive- 
ness, and the most heartfelt farewell. 

Edward, on alighting from his horse, was informed of what 
had happened ; he rushed to the room ; threw himself down 
at her side ; and seizing her hand, deluged it with silent 
tears. In this position he remained a long time. At last 
he called out : " And am I never more to hear your voice ? 
Will you not turn back toward life, to give me one single 
word? Well, then, very well. I will follow you yonder, 
and there we will speak in another language." 

She pressed his hand with all the strength she had ; she 
gazed at him with a glance full of life and full of love ; and 
drawing a long breath, and for a little while moving her lips 
inartici]Jately, with a tender effort of affection she called out, 
^' Promise me to live ;" and then fell back immediately. 

" I promise, I promise!" he cried to her; but he cried 
only after her ; she was already gone. 

After a miserable night, the care of providing for the loved 
remains fell upon Charlotte. The Major and Mittler assisted 
her. Edward's condition was utterly pitiable. His first 
thought, when he was in any degree recovered from his 
despair, and able to collect himself, was, that Ottilie should 
not be carried out of the castle ; she should be kept there, 
and attended upon as if she were alive: for she was not 
dead; it was impossible that she should be dead. They did 
what he desired ; at least, so far as that they did not do what 
he had forbidden. He did not ask to see her. 

There was now a second alarm, and a further cause for 
anxiety. Nanny, who had been spoken to sharply by the 
physician, had been compelled by threats to confess, and 
after her confession had been overwhelmed with reproaches, 
had now disappeared . After a long search she was found ; 
but she appeared to be out of her mind. Her parents took 
her home ; but the gentlest treatment had no effect upon her, 
and she had to be locked up for fear she should run away 
again* 
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They succeeded by degrees in recovering Edward from, 
the extreme agony of despair ; but only to make him more 
really wretched. He now saw clearly, he could not doubt 
now, that the happiness of his life was gone from him for 
ever. It was suggested to him that if Ottilie was placed 
in the chapel, she would still remain among the living, and 
it would be a calm, quiet, peaceful home for her. There 
was much difficulty in obtaining his consent; he would 
only give it under condition that she should be taken there 
in an open coffin ; that the vault in which she was laid, if 
covered at all, should be only covered with glass, and a 
lamp should be kept always burning there. It was arranged 
that this should be done, and then he seemed resigned. • 

They clothed the delicate body in the festal dress, 
which she had herself prepared. A garland of asters was 
wreathed about her head, which shone sadly there like 
melancholy stars. To decorate the bier and the church and 
chapel, the gardens were robbed of their beauty; they lay 
desolate, as if a premature winter had blighted all their 
loveliness. In the earliest morning she was borne in an 
open coffin out of the castle, and the heavenly features were 
once more reddened with the rising sun. The mourners 
crowded about her as she was being taken along. None 
would go before; none would follow; every one would be 
where she was, every one would enjoy her presence for the 
last time. Men and women, and little boys, there was not 
one unmoved ; least of all to be consoled were the girls, who 
felt most immediately what they had lost. 

Nanny was not present ; it had been thought better not to 
allow it, and they nad kept secret from her the day and the 
hour of the funeral. She was at her parents* house, closely 
watched, in a room looking towards the garden. But when 
she heard the bells tolling, she knew too well what they 
meant; and her attendant having left her out of curiosity 
to see the funeral, she escaped out of the window into a 
passage, and from thence, finding all the doors locked, into 
an upper open loft. At this moment the funeral was passing^ 
ihroueh the village, which had been all freshly strewed 
with leaves. Nanny saw her mistress plainly dose below 
her, more plainly, more entirely, than any one in th& 
procession underneath; she appeared to be lifted above th& 
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earth, borne as it were on clouds or waves, and the girl 
fancied she was making signs to her ; her senses swam, she 
tottered, swayed herself for a moment on the edge, and fell 
to the ground. The crowd fell asunder on all sides with a 
cry of horror. In the tumult and confusion, the bearers 
were obliged to set down the coffin ; the girl lay close by it : 
it seemed as if every limb was broken. They lifted her 
up, and by accident or providentially she was allowed to 
lean over die body; she appeared, indeed, to be endeavouring 
with what remained to her of life to reach her beloved 
mistress. Scarcely, however, had the loosely hanging 
limbs touched Ottilie*s robe, and the powerless finger 
rested' on the folded hands, than the girl started up, and 
first raising her arms and eyes towards heaven, flung herself 
down upon her knees before the coffin, and gazed with 
passionate devotion at her mistress. 

At last she sprang, as if inspired, from off the ground, 
and cried with a \oice of ecstasy: "Yes, she has forgiven 
me ; what no man, what I myself could never have forgiven. 
God forgives me through her look, her motion, her lips. Now 
she is lying again so still and ()uiet, but you saw how she 
raised herself up, and imfolded her hands and blessed me, 
and how kindly she looked at me. You aU heard, you can 
witness that she said to me : * You are forgiven.' I am not a 
murderess any more. She has forgiven me. God has forgiven 
me, and no one may now say any&ing more against me.' '* 

The people stood crowding around her. They were 
amazed ; they listened and looked this way and that, and no 
one knew what should next be done. " Bear her on to her 
rest," said the girl. " She has done her part ; she has suf- 
fered, and cannot now remain any more among us." The 
bier moved on, Nanny now following it; and thus they 
reached the church and the chapel. 

• So now stood the coffin of Ottilie, with the child's coffin 
at her head, and her box at her feet, inclosed in a resting- 
place of massive oak. A woman had been provided to watch 
the body for the first part of the time, as it lay there so 
beautifully beneath its glass covering. But Nanny would not 
permit this duty to be taken from herself. She would remain 
Alone without a companion, and attend to the lamp which 
was now kindled for the first time ; and she begged to be 
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allowed to do it with so much eagerness and perseverance, 
that they let her have her way, to prevent any greater evil 
jiat might ensue. 

But ^e did not long remain alone. As night was Mling, 
and the hanging lamp began to exercise its fiill right and 
shed abroad a larger lustre, the door opened and the Archi^ 
tect entered the chapel. The chastely ornamented walls in 
the mild light looked more strange, more awful, more 
antique, than he was prepared to see them. Nanny was 
sitting on one side of the coffin. She recognized him imme- 
diately ; but she pointed in silence to the pale form of her 
mistress. And there stood he on the other side, in the vigour 
of youth and of grace, with his arms drooping, and his hands 
clasped piteously together, motionless, with head and eye 
inclined over the inanimate body. 

Once already he had stood thus before in the Belisarius ; he 
had now involuntarily fallen into the same attitude. And this 
time how naturally! Here, too, was something of inesti- 
mable worth thrown down from its high estate. There were 
courage, prudence, power, rank, and wealth in one single 
man, lost irrevocably ; there were qualities which, in decisive 
moments, had been of indispensable service to the nation 
and the prince ; but which, when the moment was passed, 
were no more valued, but flung aside and neglected, and cared 
for no longer. And here were many other silent virtues, which 
had been summoned but a little time before by nature oat of 
the depths of her treasures, and now swept rapidly away again 
by her careless hand — ^rare, sweet, lovely virtues, whose 
peaceM workings the thirsty world had welcomed, while it 
had them, with gladness and joy; and now was sorrowing for 
them in unavailing desire. 

Both the youth and the girl were silent for a long time. 
But when she saw the tears streaming &st down his cheeks,, 
and he appeared to be sinking under the burden of his sor- 
row, she spoke to him with so much truthfulness and power, 
with such kindness and such confidence, that, astonished at 
the flow of her words, he was able to recover himself, and 
he saw his beautiful friend floating before him in the new life 
of a higher world. His tears ceased flowing; his sorrowr 
grew lighter: on his knees he took leave of Ottilie, and 
with a warm pressure of the hand of Nanny, he rode away 
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from the spot into the night without having seen a single 
other person. 

The surgeon had, without the girl being aware of it, 
remained idl night in the churchy and when he went in the 
morning to see her, he found her cheerful and tranquil. He 
was prepared for wild aberrations. He thought that she 
would be sure to speak to him of conversations which she had 
held in the night with Ottilie, and of other such apparitions. 
But she was natural, quiet, and perfectly self-possessed. She 
remembered accurately what had happened in her previous 
life; she could describe the circumstances of it with the 
greatest exactness, and never in anything which she said 
stepped out of the course of what was retd and natural, ex- 
cept in her account of what had passed with the body, which 
she delighted to repeat again and again, how Ottilie had 
raised herself up, had blessed her, hiEid forgiven her, and 
tiiierebjr set her at rest for ever. 

Ottilie remained so loi^ in her beautiful state, which more 
resembled sleep than death, that a number of persons were 
attracted there to look at her. The neighbours and the vil- 
lagers wished to see her again, and every one desired to hear 
Nanny's incredible story &om her own mouth. Many laughed 
at it, most doubted, and some few were found who were able 
to believe. 

Difficulties, for which no real satisfaction is attainable, 
compel us to faith. Before the eyes of all the world, Nanny's 
limbs had been broken, and by touching the sacred body she 
had been restored to strength again. Why should not others 
find similar good fortune } Delicate mothers first privately 
brought their children who were suffering from obstinate 
disorders, and they believed that they could trace an imme- 
diate improvement. The confidence of the people increased^ 
and at last there was no one so old or so weak as not to have 
come to seek fresh life and health and strength at this place. 
The concourse became so ^eat, that they were obliged, ex- 
cept at the hours of divine service, to keep the church and 
chapel closed. 

Edward did not venture to look at her again ; he lived on 
mechanically; he seemed to have no tears left, and to be 
incapable oi any further suffering ; his power of taking in- 
terest in what was going on diminished every day ; his appetite 

b2 
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gradually fjEiiled. The only refreshment which did him any 
good was what he drank out of the glass, which to him, 
indeed, had been but an untrue prophet. He continued to 
gaze at the intertwining initials, and the earnest cheerfulness 
of his expression seemed to signify th!^t he still hoped to be 
united with her at last. And as every little circumstance com- 
bines to favour the fortunate, and every accident contributes to 
elate him.; so do the most trifling occurrences love to unite 
to crush and overwhelm the unhappy. One day as Edward 
raised the beloved glass to his lips, he put it down and thrust 
it from him with a shudder. It was the same and not the 
same. He missed a little private mark upon it. The valet 
was questioned, and had to confess that the real glass had 
not long since been broken, and that one like it belonging to 
the same set had been substituted in its place. 

Edward could not be angry. His destiny had spoken out 
with sufficient clearness in the fact, and how should he be 
affected by the shadow ? and yet it touched him deeply. He 
seemed now to dislike drinking, and thenceforward purposely 
to abstain from food and from speaking. 

But from time to time a sort of restlessness came over him; 
he would desii-e to eat and drink something, and would begin 
again to speak. "Ah !" he said, one day to the Major, who 
now seldom left his side, " how unhappy I am that all my 
efforts are but imitations ever, and false and fruitless. What 
was blessedness to her, is pain to me; and yet for the sake of 
this blessedness I am forced to take this pain upon myself. 
I must go after her ; follow her by the same road. But my 
nature and my promise hold me back. It is a terrible diffi- 
culty, indeed, to imitate the inimitable. I feel clearly, my 
dear friend, that genius is required for everything ; for mar- 
tyrdom as well as the rest." 

What shall we say of the endeavours which in this hopeless 
condition were made for him? his wife, his friends, his phy- 
sician, incessantly laboured to do something for him. But it 
was all in vain : at last they foundMm dead. Mittler was the 
first to make the melancholy discovery ; he called the phy- 
sician, and examined closely, with his usual presence of mind, 
the circumstances under which he had been found. Charlotte 
rushed in to them ; she was afraid that he had committed 
suicide, and accused herself and accused others of unpardon* 
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able carelessness. But the physician on natural, and Mittler 
on moral grounds, were soon able to satisfy her of the con- 
trary. It was quite clear that Edward's end had taken him 
by surprise. In a quiet moment he had taken out of his 
pocket-book, and out of a casket everything which remained 
to him as memorials of Ottilie, and had spread them out before 
him ; a lock of hair ; flowers which had been gathered in some 
bappy hour, and every letter which she had written to him 
from the flrst; which his wife had ominously happened to 
give him. It was impossible that he would intentionally* 
have exposed these to the danger of being seen, by the first 
person who might happen to discover him. 

But so lay the heart, which but a short time before had 
been so swift and eager, at rest now, where it could never 
be disturbed ; and falling asleep, as he did, with his thoughts 
on one so saintly, he might well be called blessed. Char- 
lotte gave him his place at Ottilie' s side, and arranged that 
thenceforth no other person should be placed with them in the 
same vault. 

In order to secure this, she made it a condition under which 
she settled consideisible sums of money on the church and the 
school. 

So lie the lovers, sleeping side by side. Peace hovers 
above their resting-place. Fair angel faces gaze down upon 
them from the vaulted ceiling, and what a happy moment that 
win be when one day they wake again together ! 
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I HATE carefully collected whatever I have been able to 
learn of the story of poor Werther, and here present it to 
you, knowing that you will thank me for it. To his spirit 
and character you cannot refuse your admiration and love ; 
to his fate you will not deny your tears. 

And thou, good soul, who sufferest the same distress as he 
once endured, draw comfort from his sorrows ; and let this 
little book be thy Mend, if from fortune or thme own fault 
fhou canst find no dearer companion. 



BOOK L 

May 4th. 
How happy am I to be away ! My dear friend, what a 
thing is the heart of man! To leave you, from whom I 
have been inseparable, whom I love so dearly, and yet to 
feel happy ! I know you will forgive me. Have not other 
attachments been specially appointed by fate to torment a 
head like mine ? Poor Leonora ! and yet I was not to blame. 
Was it my fault that whilst the peculiar charms of her sister 
afforded me an agreeable entertainment, a passion for me 
was engendered in her feeble heart ? And yet am I wholly 
blameless? Did I not encourage her emotions? Did I 
not feel channed at those truly genuine expressions of 
nature, which, though but little mirthful in reaUty, so often 
amused us? Did I not-——, but oh, what is man, that he 
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dares so to accuse himself? My dear £riend, I promise you 
I will improve ; 1 will no longer, as has ever been my habit, 
continue to nmiinate on every pretty vexation which fortune 
may dispense ; I will enjoy the present, and the past shall be 
for me the past. You are doubtless right, my best of friends, 
there would be far less suffering amongst mankind, if men 
— and God knows why they are so fashioned — did not 
employ their imaginations so assiduously in recalling the 
memory of past sorrow, instead of bearing their present lot 
with equanimity. 

Be kind enough to inform my mother that I shall attend to 
her business to the best of my ability, and shall give her the 
earliest information about it. I have seen my aunt, and find 
her very far from the disagreeable person our friends allege 
her to be. She is a lively, cheerful woman, with the best of 
liearts. I explained to her my mother's wrongs with regard 
to that part of her portion which has been withheld from 
her. She told me the motives and reasons of her own con* 
duct, and the terms upon which she is willing to give up the 
whole, and do more than we have asked. In short, I cannot 
write further upon this subject at present, only assure my 
mother that aU will go on well. And I have again observed, 
my dear friend, in this trifling affair, that misunderstandings 
and neglect occasion more mischief in the world than even 
malice and wickedness. At all events, the twa latter are of 
less frequent occurrence. 

In other respects, I am very happy here. Solitude in this 
terrestrial paradise is a genial balsam to my mind, and the 
young spring cheers with its bounteous promises iny often- 
times misgiving heart. Every tree, every bush, is full of 
flowers, and one might wish himself ti*ansformed into a but* 
terfly, to float about in this ocean of perfume and find his 
whole existence therein. 

The town itself is disagreeable, but then, all around, you 
find an inexpressible beauty of nature. This induced the late 

Coimt M to lay out a garden on one of the sloping hills 

which here intersect each other with the most clumning^ 
variety, and form the most lovely valleys. The garden is 
simple, and it is easy to perceive, even upon your first en- 
trance, that the plan was not designed by a scientific gar«- 
-dener, but by a sensitive heart, who wished here to study its 
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owa enjoyment. Many a tear have I already shed to the 
memory of its departed master, in a summer-house^ now 
reduced to ruins, which was his favourite resort, and is now 
mine. I shall soon be master of the place. The gardener 
has become attached to me within the last few days, and he 
will be no loser thereby. 



May lO^A. 
A wonderful serenity has taken possession of my entire- 
soul, like these sweet mornings of Spring which I enjoy with 
my whole heart. I am alone, and feel the charm of existence 
in this spot, which was created for the bliss of souls like 
mine. I am so happy, my dear friend, so absorbed in the 
exquisite sense of mere tranquil existence, that I neglect iny 
talents. I should be incapable of drawing a single stroke at 
the present moment, and yet I feel that I never was a greater 
artist than now. "VMien the lovely valley teems with 
Tapour around me, and the meridian sun strikes the upper 
surface of the impenetrable foliage of my trees, and but a 
few stray gleams steal into the inner sanctuaiy, than I 
throw myself down in the tall grass by the trickling stream, 
and as I lie close to the earth, a thousand unknown plants 
discover themselves to me. When I hear the buzz of the 
little world among the stalks, and grow familiar with the 
countless indescribable forms of the insects and flics, then 1 
feel the presence of the Almighty, who formed us in His own 
image, and the breath of that universal love which bears and 
sustains us, as it floats round us in an eternity of bliss ; and 
then, my friend, when darkness overspreads my eyes, and 
heaven and earth seem to dwell in my soul, and absorb its 
power, like the idea of a beloved mistress, then I often long 
and think: O! that you could describe these conceptions, 
that you could impress upon paper all that lives so full and 
warm within you, that it might be the mirror of your soul, 
as your soul is the mirror of the infinite God! O, my 
friend — ^but it is too much for my strength — I sink under the 
. weight of the grandeur of these visions. 

May 12th. • 
I know not whether some deceiving spirits haunt this spot» 
or whether it be the warm celestial fancy in my own heart, 
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which makes everything around me seem like Paradise. In 
front of the house is a fountain — a fountain to which I am 
bound by a charm like Melusina and her sisters. Descending 
a gentle slope, you come to an arch, where, some twenty 
steps lower down, water of the clearest crystal gushes from the 
marble rock. The narrow wall which incloses it above, the 
tall trees which encircle the spot, and the coolness of the 
place itself,— everything imparts a pleasant but sublime im- 
pression. Not a day passes that I do not spend an hour 
there. The young maidens come from the town to fetch 
water, — ^innocent and necessary employment, and formerly 
the occupation of the daughters of kings. As I take my 
rest there, the idea of the old patriarchal life is awakened 
around me. I see them, our old ancestors, how they formed 
their friendships and contracted alliances at the fountain-side, 
and I feel how fountains and streams were guarded by 
beneficent spirits. He who is a stranger to these sensations 
has never really enjoyed cool repose at the side of a fountain 
after the £sitigue of a weary summer day. 



May 25^A. 
You ask if you shall send me books. My dear friend, I 
beseech you, for the love of Grod, relieve me from such a yoke. 
I need no more to be guided, agitated, heated. My heart 
ferments sufficiently of itself. I want strains to lull me, and 
I find them to perfection in my Homer. Often do I strive 
to allay the burning fever of my blood, and you have never 
witnessed anything so unsteady, so imcertain, as my heart. 
But need I confess this to you, my dear friend, who have so 
often endured the anguish of witnessing my sudden tran- 
fiitions from sorrow to immoderate joy, and from sweet 
melancholy to violent passions ? I treat my poor heart like a 
sick child, and gratify its every fancy. Do not mention this 
again ; there are people who would censure me for it. 



May XZik. 

The common people of the place know me ah*eady, and 

love me, particularly the children. At first when I associated 

with them, and inquired in a friendly tone about their various 

trifles, some fancied that I wished to ridicule them^and turned 
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from me in exceeding ill-hnmour. I did not allow that cir- 
eumstance to grieve me ; I only felt most keenly what I have 
often before observed. Persons of some pretension to rank 
keep themselves coldly aloof from the common people, as 
though they feared to lose their importance by the contact, 
whilst wanton idlers and poor pretenders to understanding 
affect to descend to their level only to make the poor people 
feel tbeir impertinence more keenly. 

I know very well that we are not and cannot be all equal ; 
but in my opinion he who avoids the common people in order 
to conmiand their respect, is as culpable as a coward who 
hides himself from his enemy because he fears defeat. 

The other day I went to the fountain, and found a young 
servant-girl, who had set her pitcher on the lowest step, and 
looked round to see if one of her companions was approach* 
ing to place it on her head. I ran down and looked at her. 
" Shall I help you, pretty lass V said I. She blushed deeply. 
"O, sir!" she exclaimed. "No ceremony!" I replied. 
She placed herself properly, and I helped her. She thanked 
2ne, and went up the steps. 



May 11th. 

I have made all sorts of acquaintance, but as yet have 
found no society. I know not what attraction I possess for 
the* people, so many of them like me, ancl attach themselves 
to me, and then I feel sorry when our road together only 
goes a short distance. If you inquire what the people are 
like here, I must answer, "The same as everywhere !" The 
human race is but a monotonous affair. Most of them labour 
the greater part of their time for mere subsistence, and the 
small portion of freedom which remains unemployed so 
troubles them that they use every exertion to get rid of it. 
O, the destiny of man ! 

But they are a right good sort of people ! If I cccasion« 
ally forget myself, and take part in the innocent pleasures 
-which are not yet forbidden to the peasantry, and enjoy 
myself, for instance, with genuine freedom and sincerity, 
round a well-covered table, or arrange an excursion or dance 
opportunely, and so forth, all this produces a good effect 
upon my disposition ; only I must forget that so many other 
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qualities lie dormant within me, which moulder uselessly, and 
which I am obliged to keep carefully concealed. Ah ! this 
thought affects my spirits fearfully. And yet to be misimder- 
stood is the fate of us all. 

Alas, that the friend of my youth is gone ! Alas, that I 
ever knew her ! I might say to myself, " You are a dreamer 
to seek what is not to be found here below." But she has 
been mine. I have possessed that heart, that noble soul, in 
wrhose presence I seemed to be more than I really was, 
because I was all that I could be. Good Hcayen ! did a single 
power of my soul remain then unexercised ? In her presence 
could I not display the entire of that mysterious feeling with 
which my heart embraces nature ? Was not our intercourse 
a perpetual web of the finest emotions, of the keenest wit, 
whose varieties, even in their very eccentricity, bore the 
49tamp of genius ? Alas ! the few years by which she was my 
fienior, brought her to the gi-ave before me. Never can I 
forget her strong sense or her heavenly patience. 

A few days ago I met a certain young V , a frank open 

fellow, with a most happy expression of face. He has just 
left the University. He does not fancy himself overwise, 
but believes he knows more than other people. He has 
worked hard, as I can perceive from many circumstances, and, 
in short, possesses a large stock of information. When he 
heard that I drew a good deal, and could read Greek, (two 
wonderful things for this part of the country,) he came to 
see me, and Splayed his whole store of learning, from 
Batteaux to Wood, from De Piles to Winkelmann: he assured 
me had read through the first part of Sultzer's theory, and 
also possessed a manuscript of Heyne, on the study of the 
antique. I allowed it all to pass. 

I have become acquainted also with a very worthy person, 
the district judge, a fi*ank and open-hearted man. I am told 
it is a most delightful thing to see him in the midst of his 
children, of whom he has nine. His eldest daughter is much 
spoken of. He has invited me to go and see lum, and I in- 
tend to do so the first opportunity. He lives at one of the 
royal hunting-lodges, an hour and a half's walk from hence, 
which he obtained leave to inhabit after the loss of his wife, 
as his residence in town and at the court was so painful U^ 
him. 
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A few other originals, of a questioDable sort, have come in 
my way, who are m all respects undesirable, and most into* 
lerable in their demonstrations of friendship. Good bye. 
This letter will please you: it is quite a history. 



May 22nd. 

That the life of man is but a dream is the opinion of many, 
and this feeling pursues me everywhere. When I consider 
the narrow limits within which our active and enquiring 
faculties are confined,— when I see how all our energies are 
wasted in providing for mere necessities, which again have 
no further end than to prolong a wretched existence, — ^and then 
that all our satisfaction upon certain subjects of investigation 
ends in nothing better than a passive resignation, whilst we 
amuse ourselves with painting our prison- walls with bright 
fi«:ures and brilliant l^dscapes,— when 1 consider all tliis, 
Wilhelm, I am silent. I examine my own being, and find 
there a world, but a world rather of' imagination and dim 
desires, than of distinctness and living power. Then every- 
thing swims before my senses ; I snule and dream my way 
back into existence. 

All learned professor^ and doctors are agreed, that children 
<Io not comprehend the cause of their desires ; but that grown 
people should wander about this earth like children, without 
knowing whence they come or whither they go, influeneed as 
little by fixed motives, but guided like them by biscuits, 
sugar-plums, and chastisements, — ^this is what nobody is will- 
ing to acknowledge, and yet I think it can be made palpable. 

I know what you will say in reply, and I am ready to 
admit, that the happiest are those who, like children, amuse 
themselves with their playthings, dress and undress their 
dolls, and attentively watch the cupboard where mamma has 
locked her sweet things, and when at last they get a delicious 
morsel, eat it greedily and cry for more. These are certainly 
happy beings ; but others also are objects of envy, who dig- 
nify their paltry emplo3rments, and sometimes even their 
passions, with pompous titles, representing them to mankind 
•as achievements of a superior order, accomplished for their 
wel£Eire and glory. But the man who humbly acknowledges 
the vanity of all this, who observes with what pleasure the 
thriving citizen converts his little garden into a paradise. 
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and how patiently even the poor man pursues his weary way 
under his burden, and how all wish equally to behold the 
light of the sun a little longer ; — ^yes, such a man is at peace, 
and creates his own world within himself; and he is also 
happy, because he is a man. And then, however limited 
his sphere, he still preserves in his bosom the sweet feeling 
of liberty, and knows that when he will he can burst his 
prison. 

May 26/A. 

You know of old my ways of finding amusement ; how I 
select a little cottage in some sequestered spot, and there put 
up with every inconvenience. I have just discovered such a 
spot here, which possesses peculiar charms for me. 

About a league from the town is a place called Walheim,* 
It is delightfoUy situated on the side of a hill, and by pro- 
ceeding along one of the footpaths which lead out of the 
village, you can have a view of the whole valley. A good 
old woman lives there, who keeps a small inn. She sells wine, 
beer, and coffee, and is cheerful and pleasant notwithstand- 
ing her age. The chief charm of this spot consists in two 
linden-trees, which spread their enormous branches over the 
little green before the church, which is entirely surrounded 
by peasants' cottages, with their bams and homesteads. I 
have seldom seen a place so retired and peaceable, and I 
often have my table and chair brought out from the little 
inn, and there I drink my coffee and read my Homer. Acci- 
dent brought me to the spot one fine afternoon, and I found 
it perfectly deserted. Everybody was in the fields, except a 
little boy about four years old, who was sitting on the ground 
and held between his knees a child about six months old ; 
he pressed it to his bosom with both arms, which thus formed 
a sort of arm-chair, and notwithstanding the liveliness which, 
sparkled in its black eyes, it remained perfectly still. The 
sight charmed me. I sat down upon a plough opposite, and 
sketched with great delight this little picture of brottierly 
tenderness. I added the neighbouring hedge, the barn-door, 
and some broken cart-wheels, just as they happened to lie ; 

* The reader need not take the trouble to look for the place thus 
designated. We have found it necessary to change the names as they 
stood in the original. 
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and I found in about an hour that I had made a very correct 
and interesting drawing, without putting in the sKghtest 
thing of my own. This confirmed me in my resolution of 
adhering for the future entirely to nature. She alone is in- 
exhaustible, and capable of forming the greatest masters. 
Much may be alleged in favour of rules, as much may be 
likewise advanced in favour of the laws of society ; an artist 
formed upon them will never produce anything absolutely 
bad or disgusting, as a man who observes the laws and obeys 
decorum, can never be an absolutely intolerable neighbour, 
nor a decided villain ; but yet say what you will (J rules, 
they destroy the genuine feeling of nature as well as its true 
expression. Do not tell me " that this is too hard, that they 
only restrain and prune superfluous branches, &c." My 
good friend, I will illustrate this by an analogy. These 
things resemble love. A warm-hearted youth becomes 
strongly attached to a maiden, he spends every hour of the 
day in her company, wears out his health, and lavishes his 
fortune, to afford continual proof that he is wholly devoted 
to her. Then comes a man of the world, a man of place and 
respectability, and addresses him thus : — " My good young 
friend, love is natural, but you must love within bounds. 
Divide your time, devote a portion to business, and give the 
hours of recreation to your mistress. Calculate your fortune, 
and out of the superfluity you may make her a present, only 
not too often, on her birthday and such occasions." Pursu- 
ing this advice, he may become a useful member of society, 
and I should advise some prince to give him an appointment; 
but his love is annihilated, and if he be an artist, his genius 
is fled. Oh, my friends, why is it that the torrent of genius 
so seldom bursts forth, so seldom rolls in full flowing stream, 
overwhelming your wondering soul? Because, on either 
side of this stream, cold and respectable persons have taken 
up their abodes, and forsooth their summer-houses and tulip- 
beds would suffer from the torrent, wherefore they dig 
trenches and raise embankments betimes, in order to avert 
the impending danger. 

May 21th. 
I find I have fallen into raptures, declamation, and similes, 
and have forgotten in consequence to tell you what became 
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of the children. Absorbed in my artistic contemplations, 
which I briefly described in my letter of yesterday, I conti- 
nued sitting on the plough for two hours. Towards evening, 
a young woman, with a basket on her arm, came running 
towards the children, who had not moved all that time. She 
exclaimed, from a distance, ''You are a good boy, Philip.'^ 
She saluted me ; I returned it, rose and approached her. I 
inquired if she was the mother of those pretty children? 
"Yes,'* she said; and, giving the eldest a piece of bread, she 
took the little one in her arms, and kissed it with a mother's 
tenderness. " I left my child with Philip to take care of," 
she said, " whilst I went into the town with my eldest boy to 
buy some white bread, some sugar, and an earthen pot.'' I 
saw the various articles in the basket, from which the cover 
had £Eillen. '' I shall make some broth to-night for my little 
Hans (which was the name of the youngest); that wild 
fellow, the big one, broke the pot for me yesterday, whilst he 
was scrambling with Philip for what remained of the con- 
tents." I inquired for the eldest, and she had scarcely time 
to tell me that he was driving a couple of geese home from 
the meadow, when he ran up, and handed Philip an ozier- 
twig. I talked a little longer with the woman, and found 
that she was the daughter of the schoolmaster, and that her 
husband was gone on a journey into Switzerland for some 
money a relation had left him. "They wanted to cheat 
him," she said, '' and would not answer his letters, so he is 
gone there himself; I hope he has met with no accident, 
as I have heard nothing of him since his departure." I left 
the woman with regret, giving each of the children a 
kreutzer, with an additional one for the youngest, to buy 
some white bread for his broth when she went to town next, 
and so we parted. 

I assure you, my dear friend, when my thoughts are all in 
tumult, the sight of such a creature as this tranquillizes my 
disturbed mind. She moves in a happy thoughtlessness 
within the confined circle of her existence ; she supplies her 
wants from day to day ; and when she sees the leaves fall, 
they raise no other idea in her ndnd than that winter is 
approaching. 

. Since that time I have gone out there frequently. The 
children have become quite familiar with me ; and each get 
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a liUnp of sugar when I drink my coffee, and they share my 
milk and bread and butter in the evening. They always 
receive their kreutzer on Sundays, for when I do not go 
there after evening service, the good woman Ijas orders to 
give it to them. 

They are quite at home with me, tell me everything, and 
I am particularly amused with observing their tempers, and 
the simplicity of their behaviour, when some of the other 
village children are assembled with them. 

It has given me a deal of trouble to satisfy the anxiety of 
the mother, lest (as she says) " they should inconvenience the 
gentleman," 



May 30/A. 

What I have lately said of painting is equally true with 
respect to poetry. It is only necessary for us to know what 
is really excellent, and venture to give it expression, and that 
is saying much in few words. To-day I have had a scene, 
which if literally related, would make the most beautiful 
idyl in the world. But why should I talk of poetry, and. 
scenes, and idyls? Can we never take pleasure in nature, 
without requiring the assistance of art? 

If you expect anything grand or magnificent from this in- 
troduction, you will be sauy mistaken. It relates merely to 
a peasant-lad who has excited in me the warmest interest. 
As usual, I shall tell my story badly ; and you, as usual, will 
think me extravagant. It is Walheim once more — always 
Walheim— which produces these wonders. 

A party had assembled outside the house under the linden- 
trees, to drink coffee. The company did not exactly please 
me, and under one pretext or another, I lingered behind. 

A peasant came from an adjoining house, and set to work 
arranging some part of the same plough which I had lately 
sketched. His appearance pleased me, and I spoke to him ; 
inquired about his circumstances, made his acquaintance, 
and, as is usual with me amongst persons of that class, was 
soon admitted into his confidence. He said he was servant- 
to a young widow, with whom he was in high favour. He 
spoke so much of his mistress, and praised her so extrava- 
gantly, that I could soon see he was desperately in love with 

s 
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her. '^ She is no longer young/' he said ; " and she wa» 
treated so badly by her former husband, that she does not 
mean to marry again." From his account, it was plain she 
possessed incomparable charms for him^ and that he wished 
ardently she would select him tc extinguish the recollection 
of her iirst husband's ill-conduct. But J should repeat his 
own words, to describe the depth of the poor feUow's attach* 
ment, truth, and devotion. It would, in &ct, require the 
gifts of a great poet to convey the expression of his features^ 
the harmony of his voice, and the heavedy fire of his eye. 
No words can pourtray the tenderness of his every move- 
ment, and of every feature : no effort of mine could do jus- 
tice to the scene. His alarm lest I should misconceive his 
relation towards his mistress, or question the propriety of her 
conduct, particularly touched me. The charming manner 
with which he described her form and her p^son, which, 
without possessing the graces of youth, won and attached 
him to her, are inexpressible, and must be left to the imagi- 
nation. I have never in my life witnessed, or fancied, or 
conceived the possibility of such intense devotion, such ardent 
affections united with so mneh purity. Do not blame me if I 
say, that the recollection of this innocence and truth is 
deeply impressed upon my very soul; that this picture of 
fidelity and tenderness haunts me incessantly, and that my 
own heart, enldndled by the flame, glows imd burns within 
me. 

I mean now to try and see her as soon as I can, or, 
perhaps, on second thoughts, I had better not. It is better I 
should behold her through the eyes of her lover. To my 
sight, perhaps, she would not appear as she now stands 
bdtore me ; and why should I destroy so sweet a picture f 



JwM 16M. 

" Why do I not write to you ?" You pretend to penetration, 
and ask such a question. You should have guessed that I 
was well, but that— in a word, I have made an acquaint- 
ance who has won my heart; I have found— I know not 
what. 

To give you a regular account of the manner in which I 
have become acquainted with the most amiable of women,^ 
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would be a difficult task. I am a happy and eontented mortal, 
but a poor historian. 

An angel! Nonsense! Ev^bodj so describes his mistress: 
and yet I find it impossible to tell yoa bow perfect she is, or 
why she is so perfect; Plough to say sIk has captirated all 
my senses. 

So much simplicity, with so much miderstanding — so mild, 
and yet so resolute — a mind so placid, and a life so active. 

But this is all mere common-place abstract ideas^ which 
express no single character or feature. Some other time- 
bat no, not some other time, but now, this very instant, wiU 
I tell you all about it. Now or never. Well, between our- 
selves, since I commenced my letter, I have been on the 
point three times of throwing down my pen, wdering my 
horse, and riding out. And yet I vowed this morning that I 
would not ride to-day, and I run every moment to the window 
to see bow high the sun is. 

« « « * « 

I could not restrain myself— go to her I must I have just 
letamed, Wilhelm, and whilst I am taking supper I will 
write to you. What a delight it was for my soul to see her 
in the midst of her dear, beautiful children— •eight brothers 
and sisters ! 

But if I proceed thus, you will be no wiser at the end of 
my letter than you were at the beginmng. Attend then, and I 
will compel myself to give you the details. 

I mentioned to you the other day that I had become ac* 

quainted with S , the district judge, and that he had 

invited me to go and visit him in his retirement, or rather in 
his little kingdom. But I neglected going, and perhaps 
^K)uld never have gone if chance had not discovered to me 
the treasure which lay concealed in that retired spot. Some 
of our young people had proposed giving a ball in the coun- 
try, at which I consented to be present. I offered my hand 
for the evening to a pretty and agreeable, but rather common- 
place sort of girl, from the immediate neighbourhood ; and 
it was agreed that I should engage a carriage, and call upon 
Charlotte, with my partner and her aunt, to convey them to 
the ball. My companion informed me, as we drove along 
^ough the park to the hunting-lodge, that I should make 
Ae acquaintance of a very charming young lady. " Take 

s 2 
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care/' added the aunt, 'Uhat you do not lose yotir heart." 
" 'WTiy ?" paid I. " Because she is already engaged to a 
very worthy man," she replied, '^ who is gone to settle his 
affairs upon the death of his lather, and will succeed to a very 
considerable inheritance." This information possessed no 
interest for me. When we arrived at the gate, the sun "was 
setting behind the tops of the mountains. The atmosphere 
was heavy, and the ladies expressed their fears of an ap« 
proaching storm, as masses of low black clouds were gathering 
in the horizon. I relieved their anxieties by pretending to 
be weather-wise, although I myself had some apprehensions 
lest our pleasure should be interrupted. 

I alighted, and a maid came to the door and begged us 
to wait a moment for her mistress. I walked across the 
court to a well-built house, and ascending the flight of steps 
in front, opened the door, and saw before me the most 
charming spectacle I had ever witnessed. Six children, from 
eleven to two years old, were running about the haU, and sur- 
rounding a lad^ of middle height, with a lovely figure, dressed 
in a robe of simple white, tnmmed with pink ribands. She 
held a brown loaf in her hand, and was cutting slices for the 
little ones all round in proportion to their %ge and appetite. 
She performed her task in a graceful and affectionate manner, 
each claimant awaiting his turn with outstretched hands, and 
boisterously shouting his thanks. Some of them ran away at 
once to enjoy their evening meal, whilst others of a gentler 
disposition retired to the courtyard to see the stranger, and 
survey the carriage which was to carry away their Charlotte. 
" Pray forgive me for giving you the trouble to come for me, 
and for keeping the ladies waiting, but dressing and the ar- 
ranging some household duties before I leave had made me 
forget my children's supper, and they do not like to take it 
from any one but me." I uttered some unmeaning Compliment, 
but my whole soul was absorbed by her air, her voice, her 
manner, and I had scarcely recovered myself when she ran 
into her room to fetch her gloves and fan. The young ones 
threw inquiring glances at me from a distance, whilst I ap- 
proached the youngest, a most delicious little creature. lie 
drew back, and Charlotte entering at the very moment, said, 
"Louis, shake hands with your cousin." The little fellow 
obeyed willingly, and I could not resist giving him a hearty 
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kiss: *' Cousin;" said I, to Charlotte, as I handed her down ; 
" do you think I deserve the happiness of being related to 
you ?'* She replied, with an arch smile, " Oh, I hare such a 
number of cousins, that I should be sorry if you were the 
most undeserving of them." In taking leave, she desired 
her next sister, Sophy, a girl about eleven years old, to take 
great care of the children, and to saygood-bye to papa for her 
when lie came home from his ride. She desired the little 
ones to obey their sister Sophy, as they would herself, upon 
which some promised that they would, but a Httle £air-haired 
girl, about six years old, looked discontented, and said, ' 'But 
Sophy is not you, Chailotte, and we like you best." The two 
eldest boys had clambered up the carriage, and at my request 
she peimitted them to accompany us a Httle way through the 
forest, upon their promising to sit very still and hold fast. 

We were hardly seated, and the ladies had scarcely ex- 
changed compliments, making the usual remarks upon each 
each other's dress, and upon the company they expected to 
meet, when Charlotte stopped the carriage, and made her 
brothers get down. They insisted upon kissing her hands 
once more, which the eldest did with all the tenderness of a 
youth of fifteen, but the other in a lighter and more careless 
manner. She desired them again to give her love to the 
children, and we drove off. 

The aunt inquired of Charlotte whether she had finished 
the book she had last sent her. '* No," said Charlotte, ** I 
did not like it ; you can have it again ; and the one before 
was not much better." I was surprised, upon asking the title, 

to hear that it was* . I found penetration and character 

in everything she said ; every expression seemed to brighten 
her features with new charms — ^with new rays of genius — 
-which imfolded by degrees, as she felt herself understood. 

" When I was younger," she observed, *' I loved nothing 
so much as romances. Nothing could equal my delight when, 
on some hoHday, I could settle down quietly in a corner, and 
enter with my whole heart and soul into the joys or sorrows 
of some fictitious Leonora. I do not deny that they even 
possess some charms for me yet. But I read so seldom, that 

* We feel obliged to suppress the passage in the letter, to prevent any 
one from I'eeling aggrieved ; although no author need pay much attention 
to the opinion of a mere girl, or that of an unsteady young man. 
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I prefer books suited exactlj to mj taste. And I like those 
authors best whose scenes describe my own situation in life, 
and the friends who are about me, whose stories touch me 
with interest, from resembling my own homely existence, 
which, without being absolutely Psoadise, is on the whole a 
source of indescribable happiness." 

I endeavoured to conceal the emotion which these words 
occasione(^, but it did not last long, for when she had ex- 
pressed her opinion truly and beautifully of the Vicar of' 
Wakefield, and of other works, whose names I omit,* I could 
no longer contain myself, but gave utterance to all my own 
thoughts on the subject ; and it was not until Charlotte had 
addressed herself to the two other ladies, that I remembered 
riieir presence, and observed them sitting mute with astonish- 
ment. The aunt looked at me several times with an air of 
raillery, which, however, I did not at all mind. 

We talked of the pleasures of dancing. *' If it is a fault 
to love it," said Charlotte, "I confess mysielf extremely 
guilty, as no amusement is more agreeable to me. If any 
thing disturbs me, I go to the piano, play an air to which* I 
have danced, and all goes right again directly." 

You who know me can fancy how steadfestly I gazed upon 
her rich dark eyes during these remarks ; how my very soul 
gloated over her warm lips, and fresh glowing cheeks ; how 
I became lost in the delightful meaning of her words, to such, 
a degree, that I scarcely heard the actual expressions. In 
fine, I alighted from the carriage Hke a person in a dream, 
and was so lost to the dim world around me, that I scarcely 
heard the music which resounded fi*om the illuminated 
saloon. 

The two Messrs. Andran and a certain N. N., — (I cannot 
trouble myself with the names) — who were the Aunt's and 
Charlotte's partners, received us at the carriage door, and 
took possession of their ladies, whilst I followed with mine. 

We commenced with a minuet. I led out one lady after 
another, and precisely those who were the most disagreeable 
could not bring themselves to leave off. Charlotte and heir 
partner began an English country dance, and you must imagine 

* Though the names are omitted^ yet the authors mentioned deserve 
Charlotte's approbation, and will feel it in their hearts when they read 
this passage. It concerns no other person. 
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my delight when it came to their turn to dance the figure 
mth OS. Yon should see Charlotte dance. She duiees wi& 
her whole heart and soul; her figure is all harmony, elegance* 
and grace, as if she were conscious of nothing else, and had 
no other thought or feeling, and doubtless for the moment 
every other sensation is extinct. 

She was engaged for the second country dance, but she 
promised me fiie third, and she assured me, with the most 
agreeable fiieedom, that she was very fond of waltzmg. ** It 
is the custom here," she said, ** for ihe previous partners to 
waltz together; but my partner is an indifferent waltser, and 
will foel delighted if I save him the trouble. Your partner 
SB not allowed to waltz, and indeed is equally incapable ; but 
I observed during the countiy dance that you waltz well, so 
if you will waltz with me, I beg you to propose it to my 
partner, and I will propose it to yours.'* We agreed, and it 
was ammged that our partners should mutudly entertain 
each other. 

We set off, and at first delighted ourselves with the usual 
graceful motions of the arms. With what grace, with what 
ease she moved. When the waltz commenced, and the 
dancers whirled round each other in the giddy maze, there 
was a little confusion arising from the incapacity of some. 
But we judiciously remained still, allowing the others to 
weary th^aselves, and when the awkward dancers had with- 
drawn^ we joined in and kept it up fSunously together with 
one other couple, Andran and his partner. Never did I dance 
more lightly. I felt myself more than mortal, holding this 
iovehest of creatures in my arms, flying with her as rapidly 
as the wind, till I lost sight of every other object ; and, oh ! 
Wilhelm, I vowed at that moment, that a maiden whom I 
loved, or for whom I felt the slightest attachment, never, 
never should waltz with another than with me, if I went to 
perdition for it — you will understand this. 

We took a few turns in the room to recover our breath. 
Charlotte sat down and felt refreshed by partaking of some 
oranges, which I had privately brought with me, and were 
difficult to procure ; but every slice which she kindly offered 
to her neighbours was a dagger to my heart. 

We were the second couple in the third country dance. 
As we were going down (and Heaven knows with what 
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ectasy I gazed upon her arms and her eyes, which beamed 
with the sweetest feeling of pure and genuine enjoyment), we 
passed a lady whom I had noticed for her charming expres- 
sion of countenance, although she was no longer young. She 
looked at Charlotte with a smile; then holding up her finger 
in a threatening attitude, repeated twice in a very significant 
tone of voice the name of " Albert." 

'* Who is Albert," said I to Charlotte, " if it is not imper- 
tinent to ask ?" She was about to answer, when we were 
obliged to separate, by a figure in the dance, and as we crossed 
over again in front of each other, I perceived she looked a 
little pensive. " Why need I conceal it firom you," she said, 
as she gave me her hand for the promenade, *' Albert is a 
worthy man, to whom I am engaged." Now there was 
nothing new to me in this (for the girls had told me of it on 
the way), but it was so far new that I had not thought of it in 
connection with her, whom in so short a time I had learned 
to prize so highly. Enough, I became confused, got out in 
the figure, and occasioned general confusion, so that it re- 
quired all Charlotte's presence of mind to set me right, by 
pulling and pushing me into my proper place. 

The dance was not yet finished when the lightning, which 
had for some time been seen in the horizon, and which I had 
asserted to proceed entirely from heat, grew more violent, 
and the thunder was heard above the music. When any 
distress or terror surprises us in .the midst of our amuse- 
ments, it naturally makes a deeper impression than at other 
times, either because the contrast makes us more keenly sus- 
ceptible, or rather perhaps because our senses are then more 
open to impressions, and the shock is consequently stronger. 
To this cause I must ascribe the fright and shrieks of the 
ladies. One sagaciously sat down in a comer with her back 
to the window, and held her fingers to her ears ; a second 
knelt down before her, and hid her face in her lap ; a third 
threw herself between them and embraced her sister with a 
thousand tears ; some insisted upon going home, others, un* 
conscious of their actions, wanted sufficient presence of mind 
to repress the impertinence of their young partners, who 
sought to direct to themselves those sighs which the lips of 
our agitated beauties intended for Heaven. Some of the gen- 
tlemen had gone down stairs to smoke a quiet cigar, and the 
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rest of the company gladly embraced a happy suggestion of 
the hostess to retire into another room, wmch was provided 
witli shutters and curtains. We had hardly got there when 
Charlotte placed the chairs in a circle, and when the com- 
pany had sat down in compliance with her request, she 
fordiwith proposed a round game. 

I observed some of the company prepare their mouths and 
draw themselves up at the prospect of some agreeable forfeit. 
" Let us play at counting,** said Charlotte. *' Observe now, 
I go round the circle from right to left, and each person is to 
count, one after the other, the number that comes to him, and 
must count fast ; whoever stops or mistakes is to have a box 
on the ear, and so on, till we have counted a thousand." It 
was delightful to see the fon. She went round the circle 
with upraised arm. "One," said the first; "two," the 
second ; " three," the third, and so on, till Qiarlotte went 
faster and faster. One made a mistake, instantly a box on 
the ear ; and amid the laughter that ensued came another 
box, and so on, faster and faster. I myself came in for two. 
I &ncied they were harder than the rest, and felt quite 
delighted. A general laughter and confusion put an end to 
the play long before we had reached a thousand. The party 
broke up into little separate knots, the storm had ceased, and 
I followed Charlotte into the saloon. On the way she said : 
**The game banished their fears of the storm." I could: 
make no reply. "I myself," she continued, "was as much 
frightened as any of them ; but by affecting courage, to keep 
up the spirits of the others, I foi^ot my apprehensions." We 
went to the window. It still thundered at a distance ; a soft 
rain was pouring down over the country, and filled the air 
around us with delicious odours. Charlotte^ leaned forward 
upon her arm ; her eyes wandered over the scene ; she raised 
th^m to Heaven, and then turned them upon me ; they were 
moistened with tears ; she placed her hand upon mine, and 
said : " Klopstock !" at once I remembered the magnificent 
ode which was in her thoughts ; I felt oppressed with the 
weight of my sensations, and sank under them. It was more 
than I could bear. I bent over her hand and kissed it in a 
stream of delicious tears. As I raised myself, I looked 
steadfastly in her face. Divine Klopstock ! why didst thou 
not see thy apotheosis in those eyes? And thy name, so 
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often pro&nedy wliy should I ever desire to hear it again 
repeated f 

June 19th. 

I no longer remember where I broke off with my narra- 
tive ; I only know it was two in the morning when I went to 
bed, and if you had been with me that I might have talked 
instead of writing to you, in all probability I should have 
kept you up till daylight. 

I beUeve I have not related what happened on our way 
home from the ball, and I have not time to tell you now. It 
was a most magnificent sunrise ; the whole country was re- 
freshed, and the rain fell drop by drdp from the trees in the 
forest. Our companions were asleep. Charlotte asked me 
if I did not wish to sleep too, and desired I would not make 
any ceremony on her account. Looking steadfiistly at her 
I answered, *' As long as those eyes continue open, there is 
no fear of mine." We both continued awake tiU we reached 
her door. The maid opened it softly, and assured her, in 
answer to her inquiries, that her father and the children were 
well, and still asleep. I left her, asking permission to visit 
her in the course ik the day. She consented, and I went ; 
and since that time, sun, moon, and stars may pursue their 
eoiuse ; I know not whether it is day or night; the whole 
world is nothing to me. 



June 21st 
My days are as happy as those reserved by God for his 
elect, and whatever be my fate hereafter, I can never say that 
I have not tasted joy, — the purest joy of life. You know 
Walheim. I am now completely settied there. In that spot 
I am only half a league from Charlotte, and there I enjoy 
myself, and taste all the pleasure which can fall to the lot 
of man. 

Little did I imagine when I selected Walheim for my 
pedestrian excursions, that all heaven lay so near it. How 
often in my wanderings from the hill-side or from the 
meadows across the river, have I beheld this hunting-lodge, 
.which now contains within it all the joy of my heart ! 

I have often, my dear Wilhelm, reflected on the eagerness 
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men feel to wander and make new discoveries, and upon 
that secret impulse which afterwards inclines them to return 
back to their narrow circle, to conform to the laws of custom^ 
and to embarrass themselres no longer with what passes 
around them. 

It is so strange how, when I came here first and gazed 
upon that lovely valley from the hill-side, I felt charmed with 
the entire scene around me. Hie little wood opposite^— how 
delightful to sit under its shade ! How fine ^e view from 
that point of rock ! Then that delightful chain of hills and 
the exquisite valkys at their feet ! Could I but wander and 
lose myself amongst them ! I went and returned without 
finding what I wished. Distance, my friend, is like futurity. 
A dim vastness is spread before our souls ; the perceptions of 
our mind a^e as obscure as those of our vision, and we desire 
earnestly to surrender up our whole being, that it may be 
filled with the complete and perfect bliss of one glorious 
emotion. But, alas ! when we have attained our object, when . 
the distant there becomes the present here^ all is changed 
again ; we are as poor and circumscribed as ever, and our 
souls still languish for unattainable happiness. 

So the restless traveller pants for his native soil, and finds 
in his own cottage, in the arms of his wife, in the affections 
of his children, and in the labour necessary for their support, 
that happiness whidi he had sought in vain through the wide 
world. 

When I go out at sunrise in the morning to Walheim, and 
with my own hands gather the peas in the garden, which are 
to serve for my diimer, when I sit down to shell them and 
read my Homer during the intervals, and then selecting a 
fiaucepan from the kitchen, fetch my own butter, put my mess 
on the fire, cover it up, and sit down to stir it as occasion 
requires, I figure to myself the illustrious suitors of Penelope, 
killing, dressing, and preparing their own oxen and swine. 
?^othing fills me with a more pure and genuine sense of 
happiness than those traits of patriarchal life which, thank 
Heaven! I can imitate without aficctation. Happy is it, 
indeed, for me that my heart is capable of feeling the same 
simple and innocent pleasure as the peasant, whose table is 
covered with food of his own rearing, and who not only 
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enjoys his meal, but remembers with delight the happy days 
and sumiy mornings when he planted it, the soft evenings 
when he watered it, and the pleasure he experienced in 
watching its daily growth. 



June 29<A. 

The day before yesterday, the physician came from the town 
to pay a visit to the Judge. He found me on the floor play- 
ing with Charlotte's chUdren. Some of them were scram- 
bling over me, and others romped with me, and as I caught 
and tickled them they made a great noise. The Doctor is a 
formal sort of personage ; he adjusts the plaits of his ruffles^ 
and continually settles hid fiill whilst he speaks with you, and 
he thought my conduct beneath the dignity of a sensible man. 
I could perceive this by his countenance. But I did not suffer 
myself to be disturbed. I allowed him to continue his wise 
conversation whilst I rebuilt the children's card-houses for 
them as fast as they threw them down. He went about the 
town, afterwards, complaining that the Judge's children were 
spoiled enough before, but that now Werther was completely 
ruining them*. 

Nothing on this earth, my dear Wilhelm, affects my heart 
so much as children. When I consider them, when I mark 
in the little creatures the seeds of all those virtues and 
qualities which they will one day find so indispensable ; when 
I behold in the obstinate all the future firmness and constancy 
of a noble character ; in the capricious, that levity and gaiety 
of temper which will carry them lightly over the dangers and 
troubles of life, their whole nature simple and unpolluted ; 
then I call to mind the golden words of the Great Teacher of 
mankind, " It you become not like one of these !" And now, 
my friend, these children, who are our equals, whom we ought 
to consider as our models, we treat them as- subjects. They 
are allowed no will of their own 1 And have we then none 
ourselves? "Whence comes our exclusive right? Is it be- 
cause we are older and more experienced? Qreat Godl 
from the height of thy heaven, thou beholdest great children 
and little children, and no others ; and thy Son has long since 
declared which afford Thee greatest pleasure. But they 
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believe in Him, and hear Him not, — ^that too is an old etorj' 
and they train tjlheir children after their own image, &c. 

Adieu, Wilhelm, I will not further bewilder myself wiih 
this subject. 



July Ut. 

The consolation which Charlotte can bring to an invalid, I 

experience from my own heart, which suffers more from her 

absence, than many a poor creature who lingers on a bed of 

sickness. She is gone to spend a few days in the topm, with 

a very worthy woman, who is given over by the physicians, 

and wishes to have Charlotte near her in her last moments. 

I accompanied her last week on a visit to the vicar of S— — *, 

a small village in the mountains, about a league from hence. 

We arrived about four o'clock; Charlotte had taken her 

little sister with her. W hen we entered the vicarage court, 

we found the good old man sitting upon a bench before the 

door, under the shade of two large walnut-trees. At the 

sight of Charlotte he seemed to gain new life, rose up, forgot 

h£ stick, and ventured to walk towards her. She ran to 

him, and made him sit down again; then placing herself by 

his side, she gave him a number of messages from her father, 

and then caught up his youngest child, a dirty, ugly little 

thing, the joy of his old age, and kissed it. I wiah you 

could have witnessed her attention to this old man,— -how she 

raised her voice on account of his deafness,— how she told 

him of healthy youne people, who had been carried off when 

it was least expected ; praised the virtues of Carlsbad, and 

commended his determination to spend the ensuing simimer 

there ; and assured him that he looked better and stronger 

than he did when she saw him last. I, in the mean time, 

paid attention to his good lady. The old man seemed quite 

in spirits;^ and, as I could not help admiring the beauty of 

the vralnut-trees which formed such an agreeable shade over 

our heads, he began, though with some little difficulty, to 

tell us their history. ''As to the oldest," said he, *'we do 

not know who planted it, — some say one clergyman, and 

some another; but the younger one, there behind us, is 

exactly the age of my wife, fifty years old next October ; her 

^Either planted it in the morning, and in the evening she 
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evne into the world. My wife's fatib^ was my piedecessor 
here, and I cannot tell you how fond he was of that tree, and 
it ia folly as dear to me. Under the shade of that very tree, 
upon a log of wood, my wife was seated knitting, whea I, a 
poor student; came into this court for the first time, just 
seven-and-twenty years ago/' Charlotte inquired for hia 
daughter. He said she was gone with Herr Schmidt to the 
meidows, and was with the haymakers. The old man then * 
resumed his story, and told us how his processor had taken 
a fancy to him, as had his daughter likewise ; and how he had 
become first his curate, and subsequently his successor. He 
had scarcely finished his story, when his daughter retmrned 
through the garden, accompanied by the above-mentioned 
Herr Schmidt She welcomed Charlotte affectionately, and 
I confess I was much taken with hi» appearance.. She was 
a lively-looking, good humoured brunette, quite competent 
to amuse one for a short time in the countiy. Her lover (for 
such Herr Schmidt evidently appeared to be) was a poUte, 
reserved parsonage, and would not join our conversation, 
notwithstanding all Charlotte's endeavours to draw him out. 
I was much annoyed at observing, by his countenance, that 
his silence did not arise from want of talent, but fit>m 
caprice and ill-humour. This subsequently became very 
evident, when we set out to take a walk, and Frederica 
joining Charlotte, with whom I was talking, the worthy gen- 
tleman's foce, which was naturally rather sombre, became so 
dark and angry, that Chaiiotte was obliged to touch my arm, 
and remind me that I was talking too much to Frederica. 
Nothing distresses me more than to see men torment each 
other ; particularly when in the flower of their age, -in the 
very season of pleasure, they waste thdr few short days of 
sunshine in quarrels and disputes, and only perceive their 
error when it is too late to repair it. This tiiought dwelt 
upon my mind ; and in the evening, when we retoftied to the 
vicar's, and were sitting round the table, with our bread and 
milk, the conversation turned on the joys and sorrows of the 
world, I could not resist the temptation to inveigh bitterly 
against ill-humour. *'We are apt," said I, ''to complain, 
but with very little cause, that our happy days are few, and 
our evil days many. If our hearts were always disposed to 
receive the benefits which Heaven sends us, we should acquire 
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strength to support efvil when it comes." ^^But,'* observed 
the Tiear*s wi&^ *' we cannot always conunand our tempers, 
80 much depends upon the constitutioK : when the body 
suffers, the mind is ill at ease." *' I acknowledge that," I 
continued; '^but we must consider such a disposition in the 
Mght of a disease, and inquire whether there is no remedy 
&r it." '^I should be glad to hear one," said Charlotte; 
^ at least I think very mudi depends upon ourselves : I know 
it is so with me* When anything annoys me, and disturbs 
my temper, I hasten into the garden, hum a couple of 
country dances, and it is all r^ht with me directly." '^That 
18 what I meant," I replied ; '' ill-humour resembles indo- 
lence ; it is natural to us : but if once we have ooun^e to 
exert ourselves, we find our work nm fresh from our hands, 
and we experience in the activity from which we shrank a 
real enjoyment." Frederica listened very attentively, and 
the young man objected, that we were not masters of our- 
selves, and still less so of omr feelmgs. '^The question is 
about a disagreeable feeling," I added, <^ from which every 
one would willingly escape, but none know their own power 
witilioixt triaL Invalids are glad to consult physicians, and 
submit to the most scrupulous regimen, the most nauseous 
medicines, to recover their- health." I observed that the 
good old man inclined his head, and exerted himself to hear 
our discourse ; so I raised my voice, and addressed myself 
directly to him. "We preach against a great many crimes," 
I observed, "but I never remember a sermon delivered 
against ill-humour." "That may do very well for your 
town dergymen," said he ; " country people are never ill- 
Lumoured ; though, indeed, it might be useful, occasionally, 
to my wife, for instance, and the Judge." We all laughed, 
as did he likewise very cordially, till he fell into a fit of 
coughing, which interrupted our conversation for a time. 
Herr Schmidt resumed the subject. " You call ill-humour a 
crime," he remarked, "but I think you use too strong a 
term." " Not at all," I replied, " if that deserves the name, 
which is so pernicious to ourselves and our neighbours. Is it 
not enough, that we want the power to make one another 
happy, — ^must we deprive each other of the pleasure whi^ 
we can all make for ourselves? Show me the man who has 
lihe courage to hide his UL-humbur, who bears the whole 
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burden himself, without disturbing the peace of those 
around him. No; ill-humour arises from an inward con- 
sciousness of our .own want of merit, — ^from a discontent, 
which ever accompanies that envy which foolish vanity en- 
genders. We see people happy, whom we have not made 
so, aud cannot endure the sight'* Charlotte looked at me 
with a smile ; she observed the emotion with which I spoke ; 
and a tear in the eyes of Fredctica stimulated me to pro- 
ceed. " Woe unto those," I said, " who use their power 
OTcr a human heart, to destroy the simple pleasured it would 
naturally enjoy ! AR the favours, all the attentions in the 
world cannot compensate for the loss of that happiness which 
a cruel tyranny has destroyed." My heart was fiill as I 
spoke. A recollection of many things which had happened 
pressed upon my mind, and filled my eyes with tears. '' We 
should daily repeat to ourselves," I exclaimed, *^that we 
should not inteifere with our friends, unless to leave them in 
possession of their own joys, and increase their happiness by 
sharing it with them. But when their souls are tormented 
by a violent passion, or their hearts rent with grief, is it 
in your power to afford them the slightest consolation ? 

And when the last fsitai malady seizes the being whose un- 
timely grave you have prepared, when languid and exhausted 
she lies before you, her dim eyes raised to heaven, and the 
damp of death upon her pallia brow, then you stand at bcr 
bed-side like a condemned criminal, with the bitter feeling 
that yoiur whole fortune could not save her; and the agonizing 
thought wrings you, that all your efforts are powerless to im- 
part even a moment's strength to the departing soul, or 
quicken her with a transitory consolation." 

At these words the remembrance of a similar scene at 
which I had been once present, fell with full force upon my 
heart. I biuied my face in my handkerchief and hastoied 
from the room, and was only recalled to my recollection by 
Charlotte's voice, who reminded me that it was time to return 
home. With what tenderness she chid me on the way, for 
the too eager interest I took in everything ! She declared it 
would do me injury, and that I ought to spare myself.— Yes^ 
my angel ! I will do so for your sake. 
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July 6ih. 

She is still with her dying friend, and is still the same 
bright, beautiful creature, whose presence softens pain and 
sheds happiness around whicheyer way she tumi. She went 
out yesterday with her little sisters ; I knew it, and went to 
meet them, and we walked together. In about an hour and 
a half we returned to the town. We stopped at the spring 
I am so fond of, and which is now a thousand times dearer 
to me than ever. Charlotte seated herself upon the low wall, 
and we gathered about her. I looked around and reealled 
the time when my heart was unoccupied and free. — " Dear 
fountain !" I said, " since that time, I have no more come to 
enjoy cool repose by thy fresh stream; I have passed thee 
with careless steps, and scarcely bestowed a glance upon 
thee." I looked down and observed Charlotte's little sister, 
Jane, coming up the steps with a glass of water. I turned 
towards Charlotte, and I felt her influence over me. Jane at 
the moment approached with the glass. Her sister, Mari- 
anne, wished to take it from her. " No !" cried the child, 
with the sweetest expression of face, " Charlotte must drink 
first." 

The affection and simplicity with which this was uttered 
80 charmed me, that I sought to express my feelings by catch- 
ing up the child and kissing her heartily. She was frightened 
and began to cry. — "You should not do that," said Charlotte: 
I felt perplexed. — " Come, Jane," she continued, taking 
her hand and leading her down the steps again, " it is no 
matter; wash yourself quickly in the fresh water." I stood 
and watched them, and when I saw the little dear rubbing 
her cheeks with her wet hands, in full belief that all the im- 
purities contracted from my ugly beard would be washed off 
by the miraculous water, and how, though Charlotte said it 
would do, she continued still to wash with all her mi^ht, as , 
though she thought too much were better than too httle, I . 
assure you, Wilhelm, I never attended a baptism with greater 
reverence; and when Charlotte came up from the well, I 
could have prostrated myself as before the prophet of an 
eastern nation. 

In the evening I could not resist telling the story to a 
person, who I thought possessed some natural feeling, be- 
cause be was a man of understajading. But what a mistake 

T 
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I made ! He maintained it was very wrong of Charlotte, — 
that we^shoitldiiat deceire children, — ^that such things occa- 
sioned conntkas mistakes and superstitions, £rom which we 
were bound to protect the jmin^. It occurred to me then, 
^ifaat liiis Tery man had been baptized onfy a we^ before, so I 
said notiiing fortiier, but maintained the justice of my own non- 
Tictions. We sbonld deal with children as God deals wxdi us, 
-*we are happiest vimder tbe influence of innocent delusions. 



July 6th. 
What a child is man! that he should be so solicitous about 
a look ! What a child is man ! We had been to Walheim : 
the ladies went in a carriage, but during our walk I thought 
I saw in Charlotte's doik eyes— I am a S>ol — ^butforgiTc me! 
you should see them — those &yes| — however, to be brief, 
(for my own eyes are weigbed :down with sleep,) you must 
know, when the ladies stepped into their carriage again, 
young W. Seldstadt, Andran, and I were standing about the 
door. They are a merry set of fellows, and they were all 
laughing and joking together. I watched Charlotte's eyes ; 
they wandered from one to the other, but they did not light 
on me, — on me, who stood there motionless, and who saw 
nothing but her! My heart bade her a thousand times 
adieu, but she noticed me not. The carriage drove off, and 
my eyes filled with tears. I looked after her; suddenly I 
saw Charlotte's bonnet leaning out of the window, and she 
turned to look back, — ^was it at me? My dear Mend, I 
know not, and in this uncertainty I find consolation. Per- 
haps she turned to look at me. Perhaps ! Good n%ht,-— 
what a child I am ! 

July 10th, 
You should see how fooHsh I look .in company when her 
name is mentioned, particularly when I am a^ed plainly 
how I Jike her? How I like her!— I detest the phrase. 
Wbat sort of creature must lie be wbo/merely liked Charlotte, 
whose whole heart and senses were not entirely absorbed l>y 
her. like ber! Some one asked me lately how 1 liked 
Qssian. 
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Jidy nth. 

Madame M. is Teiy ilL I pray for lier recovery, because 

Charlotte shares my sufferings. I see her occasionally at my 

friend's house, and to-day she has told me the strangest cir- 

cimiBtance. Old M. is a coretous, miserly fellow, who has 

long worried and annoyed the poor lady sadly ; but she has 

borne her afflictions patiently. A few days ago, when the 

physician informed us that her recovery was hopeless, she 

sent for her husband, (Charlotte was present,) and addressed 

him thus : " I have something to confess, which, after my 

decease, may occasion trouble and confusion. I have hitherto 

conducted your household tts frugally and economically as 

pofsible, hut you must pardon me ior having defrauded you 

for thirty years. At the commenoement of our married life, 

you allowed a small sum for the wants of ^the kitdien, and 

the oth^ household expenses. When our establishment 

increased and our property grew lai^r, I could not persuade 

you to incresase &e -weekly allowance in proportion ; in short 

you know that when our wants were greatest, you required 

me to supply everything with seven florins a week. I took 

> the money ^om you without an observation, but made up 

the weekly deficiency from the money-chest, as nobody 

would sui^ct your wife of robbing the household bank. 

But I have wasted notibing, and should have been content to 

meet my eternal Judge without this confession, if she, upon 

whom ^ management of your establishment will devolve 

after my decease, would be free from embarrassment xx^gd. 

jour insisting that Ihe allowance made to me, your former 

wi£B, was Kuffioiflnt.** 

I talked with Charlotte of the inconceivable maimer in 
which men allow themselves to be blinded ; how any one could 
avoid suspecting some deo^tion, when seven flooins only 
were allowed to defray exp^ises twice as great. But I ha^e 
myself known people who believed, without any visible 
astonishment, that their house possessed the i»rophet's never- 
ruling cruise of oil. 



July 13^. 
No, I am not deceived. In her dark eyes I read a genuine 
interest in me and in my fortunes. Yes, I feel it, and I may 

T 2 
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believe my own heart wliich tells me— dare I say it ? — dare 
I proDomice the divine words ? — that she loves me ! 

That she loves me ! How the idea exalts me in my own 
eyes ! and as you can understand my feelings, I may say to 
you, how I honour myself since she loves me ! 

Is this presumption, or is it a consciousness of the truth ? 
I do not know a man able to supplant me in the heart of 
Charlotte ; and yet when she speaks of her betrothed with so 
much warmth and affectioni I feel like the soldier who has 
been stripped of his honours and titles, and deprived of his 
sword. 

July Uth. 

How my heart beats when by accident I touch her finger, 
or my feet meet hers under the table ! I draw back as if 
from a fufnace, but a secret force impels me forward again, 
and my senses become disordered. Her innocent, imconscious 
heart never knows what agony these little familiarities inilict 
upon me ! Sometimes when we are talking she lays her 
hand upon mine, and in the eagerness of conversation comes 
closer to me, and her balmy breath reaches my lips, — ^when I 
feel as if lightning had struck me, and that I could sink into 
the earth. And yet, Wilhelm 1 with all this heavenly con- 
fidence, — if I know myself and should ever dare — ^you under- 
stand me— No, no, my heart is not so corrupt,— it is weak, 
weak enough — ^but is not fhat a degree of corruption? 

She is to me a sacred being. All passion is still in her 
presence ; I cannot express my sensations when I am near 
her. I feel as if my soul beat in every nerve of my body. 
There is a melody which she plays on the piano with angelic 
skill, — so simple is it and yet so spiritual ! It is her &vourite 
air; and when she plays the first note, all pain, care, and 
sorrow disappear from me in a moment. 

I believe every word that is said of the magic of ancient 
music. How her simple song enchants me! Sometimes, 
when I am ready to commit suicide, she sings that air, and 
instantly the gloom and madness which hung over me are 
dispersed, and I breathe freely again. 
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July l^th. 
Wilhelm! what is the world to our hearts without love? 
What is a magic lantern without light ? You have but to 
kindle the flame within, and the brightest figures shine on 
the white wall; and if love only show us fleeting shadows, 
we are yet happy when, like mere children, we behold them, 
and are transported with the splendid phantoms. I have not 
been able to see Charlotte to-day^ I was prevented by com* 
pany from which I could not ditengage myseE What was 
to be done ? I sent my servant to her house, that I m%ht, 
at least, see somebody to-day who had been near her. Oh ! 
the impatience with which I waited for his return — ^the joy 
with which I welcomed him ! I should certainly have caught 
him in my arms and kissed him, if I had not been ashamed. 

It is said that the Bonona stone, when placed in the sim, 
attracts the rays, and for a time appears lummous in the dark. 
So was it with me and this servant. The idea that Charlotte's 
eyes had dwelt on his countenance, his cheek, his very apparel, 
endeared them all inestimably to me, so that at the moment I 
would not have parted from him for a thousand crowns. His 
presence made me so happy ! Beware of laughing at me, 
Wilhelm. Can that be a delusion which makes us happy ? 

/ July l^th. 

*' I shall see her to-day !" I exclaim with delight, when I 
rise in the morning, and look out with gladness of heart at 
the bright, beautiful sun. — *' I shall see her to day!" and then 
I have no further wish to form ; all — all is included in that 
one thought. 

July 2Qth. 
I cannot assent to your proposal that I should accompany 

ihe Ambassador to . I do not love subordination, and 

we all know that he is a rough, disagreeable person to be 
connected with. You say my mother wishes me to be 
employed. I could not help laughing at that.'' Am I not 
su^ciently employed? And is it not in reality the same, 
whether I shell peas or count lentils ? The world runs on 
from one folly to another, and the man who, solely from 
regard to the opinion of others, and without any wish or 
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necessity oi his own, toils after gold, honour, or any other 
pihantom^ is no better than a fooL 



You insist so much on my not neglecting my drawing, that 
it would be as well for me to say^ noKhing as to confess how 
little I have lately done. 

I never felt happier ; I never understood nature better^ 
even down to the veriest stem, or smallfest blade of grass ; 
and yet 1 am unaMe- to express mysdf; my powers of exe- 
cution are so weak, everything seen» ta swim and float before- 
me, sa that I cannot m^e a clear, bold outKhe ; but I fency 
I should succeed better if I had some clay or wax to model. 
I shall try, if this state of mind continues much longer, and 
will take to modelling, if I only knead dough. 

I have commenced Charlotte's portrait three times, and. 
have as often disgraced myself. This is the more annoying', 
as I was formerly very happy in taking likenesses. I have^ 
since sketched her profile, and must content myself with 
that. 



July 25tk. 
Yes, dear Charlotte ! I will order and arrange everything. 
Only give me more commissions, — ^the more the better. One 
thing, however, I must request Use no more writing-sand 
with the dear notes you send me. To-day I raised your 
letter hastily to my lips, and it set my teeth on edge. 



I have often determined not to see her so frequently. 
But who could keep such a resolution? Every day I am 
exposed to the temptation, and promise, foxthfuUy, that to- 
morrow! will reallv stay away; but, wh^t- to-morrow oomes, X 
And some imesistibte season, for seeing her ; and, befinre I can 
account fi»r it, I am with her again. Either she has said oil 
the pre^ous evening, '* Yon will be sure to call to-moDcrow !'* 
— and who could stay away then? — or the give^ me. some 
commission, and I find it eMeatial to tsdce her tifie answer in 
person ; or the day is fine and I walk to Walheiiar aad when 
X am there it isonly half a lef^ue fiirtherto her. I am wxtluxL. 
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the ehanned ateosphere, and soon find myseif at her dde. 
My grandmother used to tell us a story of a mnun^n of load-- 
stone. When any yessels eame near it; they were deprived 
instantly of their ironwork, the nails flew to the mountain^ 
and tiie unhappy cr^fw peiished amongst the dkjointed 
pianks. 

Albert is agrrived and I must take my departure. Were 
ha the best and noblest of men and I in everjr respect his 
inferior, I couM not endureto see him in possession of such a 
perfect being. Possession ! — enough, Wilhelm ; her betrothed 
is here! A fine, worthy fellow, whom one cannot help 
liking. Fortunately I was not present at their meeting. It 
would have broken my heart ! And he is so considerate ; 
he has not given Charlotte one kiss in my presence. Heaven 
reward him. for it! I must love him for the reject with 
which he treats her. He diows a regard for me, but fin: this 
I suspect I am mx>re indebted to Charlotte than to his own 
fancy for me. Women have a delicate* tact in such matters; 
and it should be so. They cannot always succeed in keeping 
two rivals on terms with each other; but when tiiey do^ they 
are the onlygainers» 

I cannot help esteeming A*lbert. The cocdness of his 
temper contrasts strongly with the impetuosity of mine, 
which I cannot conceal. He has a great deal of feeling, and 
is fiilly sensible of the treasure he possesses in Charlotte. He 
is &ee from ill-humour, which you know is" the fault I detest 
most. 

He regards me as a man of sense,, and my attachment to 
Charlotte, and the interest I take m all that concerns her, 
augment his triumph and his love. I shall not inquire iviieliier 
he may not at times teaze her with some Httle jealousies, a» I 
know liiat were I in his place, I sl&ouid* sot be entir^y firee 
&om such sensations. 

Btit be that as it may, my pleasure widi Charlotte is over. 
Call it folly, or infatuation, what signifies a name ? The ihmf 



speaks for itself. Before Albert came^ I knew all* that I know 
now, I knew I could ms^eno pretensions to her, nor did I 
offer any ; that iSj as far as it was peeable in the presmioe of 
6»^ much' loveliness, not to pant for its eu^yment. Ax^ now, 
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behold me, like a silly fellow^ staring with astonishment when 
another comes in and deprives me of my We. 

I bite my lips and feel infinite scorn for those who tell me 
to be resigned, because there is no help for it. Let me 
escape from the yoke of such silly subterfuges! I ramble 
through the woods, and when I return to Chariotte, and find 
Albert sitting by her side in the summer-house in the garden, 
I am unable to bear it ; behave like a fool ; and commit a 
thousand extravagancies. '^ For Heaven's sake," said Charlotte 
to*day^ *' let us have no more scenes like those of last night. 
You terrify me when you are so violent." Between our- 
selves, I am always away now when he visits her, and I feel 
delighted when I find her alone. 



August 8^A. 

Believe me, dear Wilhelm, I did not allude to you when I 
spoke so severely of those who advise resignation to inevitable 
fate. I did not think it possible for you to indulge such a 
sentiment. But in fact you are right. I only suggest one 
objection. In this world one is seldom reduced to make a 
selection between two alternatives. There are as many 
varieties of conduct and opinion as there are turns of feature 
between an aquiline nose and a flat one. 

You will, therefore, permit me. to concede your entire 
argument, and yet contrive means to escape your dilemma. 

Your position is this : " Eitiier you have hopes of obtaining 
Charlotte, or you have none. Well, in the first case, pursue 
your course, and press on to the fulfilment of your wishes. 
In the second, be a man, and shake off a miserable passion, 
which will enervate and destroy you." My dear friend, this 
is well and easily said. 

But woidd you require a wretched being, whose life is 
slowly wasting under a lingering disease, to despatch himself 
at once by the stroke of a dagger? Does not the very 
disorder which consumes his strength, deprive him of the 
courage to effect his deliverance ? 

You may answer me, if you please, with a similar analogy. 
*' Who would not prefer the amputation of an arm to the 
perilling of life , by doubt and procrastination ?" But I 
know not if I am right, and let us leave these comparisons.- 
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Enough !— There are moments, Wilhclm, when I could rise 
up and shake it all off, and when, if I only knew where to go, 
I could fly from this place* 



The iame evening. 
My diary, which I have for some time neglected, came 
before me to-day, and I am amazed to see how deliberately I 
have entangled myself step by step. To have seen my position 
so clearly, and yet to have actea so like a child ! Even still 
I behold the result plainly, and yet have no thought of acting 
with greater prudence. 

August lOth, 
If I were not a fool^ I could spend the happiest and most 
delightful life here. So many agreeable circumstances, and 
of a kind to ensure a worthy man's happiness, are seldom 
united. Alas ! I feel it too sensibly — ^the heart alone makes 
our happiness. To be admitted mto this most charming 
&mily, to be loved by the father as a son, by the children as 
a fiither, and by Charlotte! — ^then the noble Albert, who 
never disturbs my happiness by any appearance of ill-humour, 
receiving me -with the heartiest affection, and loving me next 
to Charlotte, better than all the world ! Wilhelm, you would 
he delighted to hear us in our rambles and conversations about 
dharlotte; nothing in the world can be more absurd than 
our connection, and yet the thought of it often moves me to 
tears. 

He tells me sometimes of her excellent mother— how upon 
her death-bed she had committed her house and children to 
Charlotte, and had given Charlotte herself in charge to him— 
how since that time a new spirit had taken possession of 
her — ^how in care and anxiety for their welfare she became 
a real mother to them— -how every moment of her time was 
devoted to some labour of love in their behalf— and yet her 
mirth and cheerfulness had never forsaken her. I walk by 
his side, pluck .flowers by the way, arrange them carefully 
into a nosegay, then fling them into the first stream I pass, 
and watch them as they float gently away. I forget whether 
I told you that Albert is to remain here. He has received a 
government appointment, with a very good salary, and I 
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uBdeBBtand he is ul higli fkToar at court. I have met Ibw 
peisans so pnnctHal and. methodical ia business. 



August 12th. 
Certainly Albert is the best fellow in the world. I had a 
strange scene with him jesterday. I went to take leave of 
him, for I took it into my head to i^end a few days in these 
mountains, from wkence I now write to you* As I wa» 
walking up and down his room, my eye ML upon his pistols. 
••"Lend me tiiose pistols,'* said I, '* for my JDurney." " By all 
means," he replied, *'if you will take the troublfe^ Id loadt^on, 
for they only hang there for form." I took down one of 
them, and he continued : *' Ever since I was near suffering 
far my extreme: eaatiosi, I have had noliung to dO' wit^.sueh 
things." I was curions to hear the stoiy. ^'' i waa stayingj" 
said he^ '^ some three months a^; at a friend's house in Sie 
country. I had a brace of pistols with me miloaded, and I 
slept without any anxiety. One rainy aftecnoon I wufr sitting 
by myself^ doing nothiDg,, when it occurred to* me— I do not 
DDt Imow how— that th» houae might be. attacked— that we. 
m%ht require, the pistols — ^that we might — in. short,^; you know- 
how we go on- fancyine, wheai we haye nothing better to do« 
I gSLTB: ^e pifitolfli to ue siraryant to dean and load. He was 
playing with the: maid, and trying to fagbten: her, whisi thfi; 
pistol went oflf— God knows how! — ^the ramrod was in the 
barrel, and it went straight througk her ng^ hand, and shat- 
tered the thumb. I had to endure all the lamentation and the 
suffgeon'ft bin to: pay ;. so aincfr that time I hasire k^t aU my 
weapons unloaded. But,, nxy dear friend, what i» the use e£ 
prudence ? We oaKnever beost our guard against all possiide 
f^gers.. However," — now y<m must know I can tolerate all 
n^en till they come to " however,." for it is self-evident, that 
every universal rule must have its esoeptions* But he ia^ so 
esesedii^ly accurate, that if he only fimcies he has said a wood 
toes psecipitate, oor too ge&eal,. or only half true; lie nevea: 
ceases to^ qualify, to modify, and ext(^uate,'.till at last he 
apf eua tor have said nothing at 9IL Upon this occasion Albert 
vntB' deeply immersed ia his subject ^ I ceased to hear him,, and 
became lost kt reverie. With a suddoi motion I pointed. t^ 
moiitJi of the pistol to my fbrdiead, over, the right eye. 
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« Wltfit do yoa mean ?'* cried Albert, tBraing bade the pistoL 
** It is not loaded," said I* '^ And even if not/' he ai»w«red 
-wiih.impatieBce, '^ what can yon mean? I cannot oomprdnend 
how a man can be so mad as to shoot himself, and the bare 
ide& of it ahocJcs me." 

**BiEt why shoold anyone," said I, ^^in speaking of an 
acldon, TOitiire to pronounce it mad, or wise, or ^od, or 
bad ? What ia the meaning of all this ? Hsre yau care&lly 
studied the secret motirea of our actions? Da yon. under- 
stand — can yoa explain the causes which oeeaaion them, and 
moke them inevitable ? If you can, you will be lesa hasty 
with your decision." 

'^ £ut you will allow," said Albert,. ^ tiiat some actions are 
CEiBiinal, let them spring £Kmi whatever motiTes they may." 
I granted it, and shn^^ed my shouldenk 

*'Bat still, my good friend," I continued^ " there are some 
exceptions here too. Theft ia a crime, but the man who 
commits it from extreme porerty, with no des^n but to save 
his feunily from perishing, is he an dbject of pity or of 
punishment ? W]m> shall throw the first stone at a huaband, 
who, in the heat ef just resentment, sacrifrces his foidiless 
wiia and her perfidious seducer? or at the yQun^ nmiden, 
who in her weoic hour of rapture, fcrgets henelf im ^e 
impetuous joys oi love ? Even our laws, cold and cruel as 
they are, relent in such eases, and withfattid their punishr 
numt." 

"That is quite another thing,^ said Albert; "because a 
mfliL under the influence of violent passion, loses, all power of 
refleetiesn, and ia regarded as intoxicated or insane." 

''O! you people of sound understandings," I replied,. 
smiling, ''are ever ready to exclaim,. ^Extravagance and 
madness, and intoxication !' You. moral men are so eahn 
aubd so subdued! You abhor the drunken man,, and detest 
the extravagant; you. pass by 1^ Ihe Leviabe, aaod thank 
God, like the Pharisee, that you are not like one of &em. I 
hare been more than once intoxicated^ my paastons have- 
always bordered on extravagance ; I am not ashamed to con-* 
fan it, iox I have kamt» by my own experience, tiiat all 
extracxrdinary men, who haive accomplished great and as- 
toaishing^ actions*, have ever been deeded by tiae wovld asi 
dnnken «r insane. And in private lifie,.too, is it not in» 
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tolerable that no one can undertake the execution of a noble 
or generous deed, without giving rise to the exclamation that 
the doer is intoxicated pr mad? Shame upon you, ye 
«age8 V* 

''This is another of your extravagant humours," said 
Albert ; *^ you always exaggerate a case, and in this matter 
your are undoubtedly wrong, for we were speaking of suicide, 
which you compare with great actions, when it is impossible 
to regard it as anything but a weakness. It is much easier 
to die than to b^ar a life of misery with fortitude." 

I was on the point of breaking off the conversation, for 
nothing puts me so completely out of patience as the utter- 
ance of a wretched common-place, when I am talking from 
my inmost heart. However, I composed myself, for I had 
often heard the same observation with sufficient vexation, 
and I answered him, therefore, with a little warmth : *' You 
call this a weakness — ^beware of being led astray by appear- 
ances. When a nation which has long groaned under the 
intolerable yoke of a tyrant, rises at last and throws off its 
chains,— do you call that weakness ? The man, who to rescue 
his house from the flames, finds his phj'sical strength re- 
doubled, 60 that he lifts burdens with e»5e, which in the 
absence of excitement he could scarcely move ; he who under 
the rage of an insult attacks and puts to flight half a score of 
his enemies — ore such persons to be called weak ? My good 
friend, if resistance be strength, how can the highest degree 
of resistance be a weakness ?" 

Albert looked steadfastly at me, and said, " Pray foi^iye 
me, but I do not see that the examples you have adduced 
bear any relation to the question." " Very likely," I an- 
swered, " for I have often been told that my style of illus- 
tration borders a little on the absurd. But let us see if we 
cannot place the matter in another point of view, by in- 
quiring what can be a man> state of mind, who resolves to 
free lumself from the burden of life,— a burden often so 
pleasant to bear, — ^for we cannot otherwise reason fairly upon 
the subject." 

*' Human nature," I continued, ^'has its limits. It is 
able to endure a certain degree of joy, sorrow, and pain, but 
becomes iannihilated as soon as this measure is exceeded. 
The question, therefore, is, not whether a man is strong 6r 
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wenk, but whether he is able to endure the measure of his 
sufferings ? The suffering may be moral or physical ; and in 
my opinion it is just as absurd to call a man a coward who 
destroys himself as to call a man a coward who dies of a 
malignant fever." 

*' Paradox, all parados !" exclaimed Albert. " Not so 
paradoxical as you imagine," I replied. " You allow that 
we designate a disease as mortal, when nature is so severely 
attacked, and her strength so far exhausted, that she cannot 
possibly recover her former condition, under any change that 
may take place. 

" Now, my good friend, apply this to the mind ; observe a 
man in his natural isolated condition, consider how ideas 
work, and how impressions fasten upon him, till at length a 
violent passion seizes him, destroying all his powers of calm 
reflection, and provoking his utter ruin. 

'* It is in vain that a man of sound mind and cool temper 
xmderstands the condition of such a wretched being, in vain 
he counsels him ! He can no more communicate his own 
wisdom to him than a healthy man can instil his strength into 
the invalid, by whose bed-side he is seated." 

Albert thought this too general. I reminded him of a girl 
who had drowned herself a short time previously, and I 
related her history. 

She was a good creature, who had grown up in the narrow 
sphere of household industry and weekly-appointed labour ; 
one who knew no pleasure beyond indulging in a walk on 
Sundays, arrayed in her best attire, accompanied by her 
friends, or perhaps joining in the dance now and then at 
some festival, and chatting away her spare hours with a 
neighbour, discussing the scandal or the quarrels of the vil- 
lage — trifles sufficient to occupy her heart. At length the 
warmth of her nature is influenced by certain new and 
unknown wishes. Inflamed by. the flatteries of men, her 
former pleasures become by degrees insipid, till at length she 
meets with a youth to whom she is attracted by an inde- 
scribable feeling : upon him she now rests all her hopes ; she 
forgets the world around her ; she sees, hears, desires no- 
thing but him, and him only. He alone occupies all her 
thoughts. Uncorrupted by the idle indulgence of an ener- 
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TatrngTanity, hBr affection moviBg steadily towards its object, 
she hopes to become his, tmd to realise m an eyeiiastii^ 
miooi wit& kim, all that hapfaaess whi^ she sought, a!Q ^t 
blks for which ^e longed. His repeated promises coofina 
her hopes ; embraces and endearments, which increase iSae 
ardour of her desires, overmaster her soul. She floats in a 
dim dehnive anticipation of her happiness, and her ^selings 
become excited to their utmost tension. She strett^es oat 
her arms finally to CTsbrace l3ie oisject a£ aOl^ h^ wishes— 
and her loYsat fcnvakes her. Stmned and bewildered, idie 
stands upon a precipice. All is darkness around her. No 
prospect, no hope, no c(msolatieQ — forsaiken by him m whom 
her existence was centred ! She sees not^nng of the wide 
world before her, thinks nothing of i^e many zndiTiduais 
who might supply the void in her heart ; she :feels k er s u l f 
deserted, forsaken by the world; and blinded and impeUed by 
t^e agony wiiicb wrings her soul, she phrages in^ the deep, 
to end her sufferings in the broad embrace of desfii. See 
heve, Albert, the 'history <f{ thousands, and teH me, is not 
tbis a case of t^ysiGai infinmty? Nature hieis tho way to 
escape from the labyrinth, her powers are. exhausftod, the can 
eimtend no loiter, and the poor soul nmst die. 

^lame upon him who can look on calmly and exclaim, 
*' The foolish girl ! she should have waited ; she should ha?ve 
alk>wed time to wear off the impression; her despair would 
have been ^softened, and she woidd liave found another lover 
to comfort ^w.'* (hie might as well say, " The fool, to die 
<of a fever ! — why did be not wait till his str^igth was 
restored, tHl his bkod be<»une calm? — all would then have 
gone well, and he would have been aHve aow." 

Albert, who ccmld not see the justice of tiie comparison, 
offered some further otjectiosB, and amongst otiiers, m^^ed 
that I had taken tbe case of a meie ignorant girl. BtsEt how 
^any man of sense, of more enlaz^ed views and experienoe, 
•could be excused, he w»s unable to compr^end. ^My 
Mend,'' I exclaimed, "man is but man, and whatever be thie 
extent of his reasomng powers, they are of little avail when. 
paesioB ra^» withan, ej^ he fsek himself ^xmimed by Hie 
narrow limits of nature. It were better, tto i B nt we 
wil talk of this some other "time," I said, and caught apmy 
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Int. Alas ! my hesrt -wob ML; And we parted wkhout oon- 
•victian on either «de. How rarely in this world do men 
understand each ofher! 

August l^tk. 
There eaiQ .be no doobt thai in this ^orld nothing is so in« 
'dispensable as love. ! observe that Charlotte eould not lose 
me with<Hit a pang, and the very duldren have bnt oste wish ; 
that is, tiiat I shonld Tisit them again to*moxrow. I went this 
^afternoon to tune Gfaaiiotte's piano. £ut I conld not do it, 
for the littile ones ^insisted on my telling 'tiiem a story ; and 
'dharlotte herself urged me to satisfy them. I waited qpon 
them at tea, .and they are now as fully ccmtented with me as 
with Charlotte, and I told liiem my very best tale of the 
princess who was wasted upon by dwiorfis. I improve myself 
by this eacereise, and am quite surprised at the impression my 
fitories create. K I sometimes invent an incident which I 
forget upon the next narration, they remind me directly that 
the story was different be&re ; so that I now endeavour to 
relate with exactness tthe same anecdote in the same mono- 
tonous tone, which never changes. I £nd by this how much 
•an author injures his v^orks by altexing them, even though 
ihey be improved in a poetical point of view. The £n5t 
xmpreasion is readily received. We are so constituted, that 
we believe the most incredible things, and once they are 
engraved upon the memory, woe to him who would endeavour 
to cffaoe them. 



Must it ever be thus— ^that the source of oar happiness must 
ako be <he fountain of our misery? The fiill and ardent 
sentiment which animated my heart with tiie love of natune, 
overwhelming me with a torrent of deHght, and wineh brought 
all paradise before me,' has now become jm insupportabile 
torment—- « demon which perpetually pursues and JiarraaBes 
me. When in bye-gone days I gazed from these rocks upon 
yonder mountains across the river, and upon the green flowery 
valley before me, and saw all nature bud<£ng and barring 
around — ^the lulls clothed from foot to peak with tail, thick 
fiorest tnBes — <the valleys in all their vor^ windings, shaded 
with the loyeliest woods, and the soft river gli(&ig along 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



288 GOETHE. 

amongst the lisping reeds, mirroring the beautifal cloudiEi 
which the soft evening breeze wafted across the sky,— *when I 
heard the groves about me melodious with the music of birds, 
and saw the million swarms of insects dancing in the last 
golden beams of the sun, whose setting rays awoke the 
humming bettles from their grassy beds, whilst the subdued 
tumult around directed my attention to the ground, and I 
there observed the arid rock, compelled to yield nutriment to 
the dry moss, whilst the heath flourished upon the barren 
sands below me, — all this displayed to me the inner warmth 
which animates all nature, and filled and flowed within my 
heart. I felt m3r8elf exalted by this overflowing fullness to the 
perception of ihe Godhead, and the glorious forms of an 
infinite universe became visible to my soul! Stupendous 
mountains encompassed me, abysses yawned at my feet, and 
cataracts fell headlong down before me; impetuous rivers 
rolled through the ^lain, and rocks and mountains resounded 
&om afar. In the depths of the earth I saw innumerable 
powers in motion, and multiplying to infinity, whilst upon its 
surface, and beneath the heavens, there teemed ten thousand 
varieties of living creatures. Everything around is alive with 
an infinite number of forms, while manlund fly for security to 
their petty houses, from tiie shelter of which they rule in 
their imaginations over the wide-extended universe. Poor 
fool ! in whose petty estimation all things are little. From 
the inaccessible mountains, across the desert which no mortal 
foot has trod, far as the confines of the unknown ocean, 
breathes the spirit of the eternal Creator, and every atom to 
which he has given existence finds favour in his si^^ht. Ah, 
how often at that time has the flight of a bird, soaring above 
my head, inspired me with the desire of being transported to 
the shores of the inuneasurable waters, there to quaff the 
pleasures of Hfe from the foaming goblet of the Infinite ; and^ 
to partake, if but for a moment, even with' the confined powers 
of my soul, the beatitude of that Creator, who accomplishes^ 
all things in himself, and through himself. 

My dear friend, the bare recollection of those hours still 
consoles me. Even this effort to recal those ineffable sen- 
sations, and give them utterance, exalts my soul above itself, 
and makes me doubly feel the intensity of my present 
aguish. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE S0EE0W8 OP TOXrKG WERTHEB. 289 

It is as if a curtain had been drawn from before my eyes; 
and, instead of prospects of eternal life, the abyss of an ever 
open grave yawned before me. Can we say of anything that 
it exists when all passes away-— when time, with the speed of 
a storm, carries all things onward — and our transitory exist- 
■ence, hurried along by the torrent, is either swallowed up by 
the waves or dashed against the rocks. There is not a moment 
but preys upon you, and upon all around you-— not a moment 
in which you do not yourself become a destroyer. The most 
innocent walk deprives of life thousands of poor insects ; one 
4step destroys the fabric of the industrious ant, and converts a 
little world into chaos. No; it is not the great and rare 
calamities of the world, the floods which sweep away whole 
villages, the earthquakes which swallow up our towns, that 
affect me. My heart is wasted by the thought of that des- 
tructive power which lies concealed in every part of universal 
nature. Nature has formed nothipg that does not consume 
itself, and every object near it ; so that, surrounded by earth 
and air, and aU the active powers, I wander on my way with 
aching heart, and the universe is to me a feaif ul monster, for 
ever devouring its own offspring. 



Augmt 2lst. 
In vain do I stretch out my arms towards her when I 
awaken in the morning from my weary slumbers. In vain 
do I seek for her at night in my bed, when some innocent 
dream has happily deceived me, and placed her near me in 
the fields, when I have seized her hand and covered it with 
countless kisses. And when I feel for her in the half con- 
fusion of sleep, with the happy sense that she is near me, 
tears flow from my oppressed heart, and bereft of all comfort, 
I weep over my future woes. 



August 22nd, 
"What a misfortune, Wilhelm! My active spirits have 
degenerated into contented indolence. I cannot be idle, and 
yet I am unable to set to work. I cannot think : I have 
no longer any feeling for the beauties of nature, and books 
are distasteful to me. Once we give ourselves up, we are 
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totally lost. , Many a time and oft I wish I were a eommon 
labourer ; that, awakening in the morning, I might have but 
one prospect, one pursuit, one hope, for the day which has 
dawned. I oftenoiTy Albert when I see him buried in aheap 
of papears and parchments, and I fancy I should be happy were 
I in his place. Often impressed with this feeling, I have been 
on the point of writing to you and to the minister, for the 
appointment at the embassy, which you think I might obtain* 
I belicTe I might procure it. The minister has long shown a 
r^ard for me, ana has frequently urged me to seek employ- 
ment. It is the business of an hour only. Now and then the 
fable of the horse recurs to me. Weary of liberty, he suffered 
himself to be saddled and bridled, and was ridden to death for 
his pains. I know not what to determine upon. For is not 
this anxiety for change the consequence of that restless spirit 
which would pursue me equally in every situation of hfe } 



August 28^A. 
If my ills would admit of any cure, they would certainly be 
cured here. This is my birthday, and early in the morning I 
received a packet from Albert. Upon opening it, I found one 
of the pink ribands which Charlotte wore in her dress the 
first time I saw her, and which I had several times asked her 
to give me. With it were two volumes in duodecimo of 
Wetstein's Homer, a book I had often wished for, to save 
me the inconvenience of carrying the large Ernestine edition 
with me upon my walks. You see how they anticipate my 
wishes, how well they understand all those little attentions of 
friendship, so superior to the costly presents of the great, 
which are humiliating. I kissed the riband a thousand times, 
and in every breath mhaled the- remembrance of those happy 
and irrevocable days, which filled me with the keenest joy. 
Such, Wilhelm, is our fate. I do not murmur at it: the 
flowers of life are but visionary ! How many pass away, and 
leave no trace behind — ^how few yield any fruit — and the fruit 
itself, how rarely does it ripen ! And yet there are flowers 
enough ! — and, is it not strange, my friend, that we should 
suffer the little that does really ripen, to rot, decay, and perish 
unenjoyed? Farewell! It is a glorious summer. I often 
dimb mto the trees in Chaiiotte's orchard and shake down 
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the pears that hang on the highest blanches. She stands 
below, and catches tiiem as they fall. 



Unhappy being that I am ! Why do I thus deceive myself? 
What is to come of all this wild, aimless, endless passion ? 
I cannot pray except to her. My imagination sees nothing 
but her, all surrounding objects' are of no account, except as 
they relate to her. In this dreamy state I enjoy many happy 
hours, till at length I feel compelled to tear myself away from 
her. Ah ! Wilbelm, to what dqes not my heart often compel 
me ! When I have spent ^veral hours in her company^ till 
I feel completely absorbed by her figure, her grace, the 
divine expression of her thoughts, my mind becomes gradu- 
ally excited to the highest excess, my sight grows dim, my 
hearing confused, my breathing oppressed as if by the hand 
of a murderer, and my beating heai*t seeks to obtain relief for 
my aching senses. I am sometimes unconscious whether I 
really exist. If in such moments I find no sympathy, and 
Charlotte does not allow me to enjoy the melancholy con- 
solation of bathing her hand with my tears, I feel compelled 
to tear myself from her, when I either wander through the 
country, climb some precipitous clifif, or force a path through 
the trackless thicket, where I am lacerated and torn by thorns 
and briars, and thence I find relief. Sometimes I lie stretched 
on the ground, overcome with fatigue and dying with thirst ; 
sometimes late in the night, when the moon shines above me, 
I recline against an aged tree, in some sequestered forest, to 
rest my weary limbs ; when, exhausted and worn, I sleep till 
break of day. O Wilhelm ! the hermit's cell, his sackdoth, 
and girdle of thorns would be luxury and indulgence com- 
pared with what I suffer. Adieu! I see no end to this 
wretchedness except the grave. 



September Srd. 
I must away. Thank you, Wilhelm, for determining my 
wavering purpose. For a whole fortnight I have thought 
of leaving her. I must away. She is returned to town, 
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and is at the house of a friend. And then, Alhert— yes, 
I must go. 

September lOth. 

Oh, what a night, Wilhehn ! I can henceforth bear any- 
thing. I shall never see her again. Oh, why cannot I fall 
on your neck, and with floods of tears and raptures, give 
utterance to all the passions which distract my heart! Here 
I sit gasping for breath, and struggling to compose myself. 
I wait for day, and at sunrise the horses are to be at the 
door. 

And she is sleeping calmljr, little suspecting that she has 
seen me for the last time. I am free. I have had the 
courage, in an interview of two hours' duration, not to betray 
my intention. And oh! Wilhelm, what a conversation it 
was ! 

Albert had promised to come to Charlotte in the garden, 
immediately after supper. I was upon the terrace under the 
tall chestnut-trees, and watched the setting sun, — ^I saw him. 
sink for the last time beneath this delightfd valley and silent 
stream. I had often visited the same spot with Charlotte, and 
witnessed that glorious sight, and now — I was walking up and 
down the very avenue which was so dear to me. A secret 
sympathy had frequently drawn me thither, before I knew 
Charlotte, and we were delighted when, in our early acquaint- 
ance, we discovered that we each loved the same spot, which 
is indeed as romantic as any that ever captivated the £m(^ 
of an artist. 

From beneath the chestnut-trees there is an extensive 
view. But I remember that I have mentioned all tins in a 
former letter, and have described the tall mass of beech-trees 
at the end, and how the avenue grows darker and darker as 
it winds its way among them, till it ends in a gloomy recess 
which has all the charm of a mysterious soHtude. I still 
remember the strange feeling of melancholy which came over 
me, the first time I entered that dark retreat, at bright mid- 
day. I felt some secret foreboding that it would, one day, be 
to me the scene of some happiness or misery. 

I had spent half an hour struggling between the contending 
thoughts of going and returning, when I heard them coming 

\ 
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up the terrace. I ran to meet them ; I trembled as I took 
her hand and kissed it. As we reached the top of the ter- 
race, the moon rose from behind the wooded hill. Wc con- 
versed on many subjects, and without perceiving it, we 
approached the gloomy recess. Charlotte entered and sat 
down. Albert seated himself beside her ; I did the same, but 
my agitation did not suffer me to remain long seated. I got 
lip and stood before her, then walked backwards and forwards, 
and sat down again. I was restless and miserable. Char- 
lotte drew our attention to the beautifiil effect of the moon- 
light, which threw a silver hue over the terrace, in front of 
us beyond the beech-trees. It was a glorious sight, and 
was rendered more striking by the darkness which surrounded 
the spot where we were. We remained for some time silent, 
when Charlotte observed : ** Whenever I walk by moonlight, 
it brings to my remembrance all my beloved and departed 
friends, and I am filled with thoughts of death and futurity. 
We shall live again, Werther !'* she continued, with a firm 
but feeling voice ; " but shall we know one another again — 
what do you think, what do you say ?'* 

^' Charlotte !" I said, as I took her hand in mine, and my 
eyes filled with tears, " we shall see each other again — ^here 
and hereafter we shall meet again." I could say no more. 
Why, Wilhelm, should she pu,t this question to me, just at the 
moment when the fear of our cruel separation dlled my heart ? 

''And oh! do those departed ones know how we are 
employed here, do they know when we are well and happy, 
do they know when we recal their memories with the 
fondest love ? In the silent hour of evening the shade of my 
mother hovers round me ; when seated in the midst of my 
children, I see them assembled near me as they used to 
assemble near her! and then I raise my anxious eyes to 
lieaven, and wish she could look down upon us and witness 
how I fulfil the promise I made to her in her last moments, to 
be a mother to her children. With what emotion do I then 
exclaim, ' Pardon, dearest of mothers, pardon me, if I do not 
adequately supply your place. Alas ! I do my utmost ; they 
are clothed and fed, and still better, they are loved and edu- 
cated. Could you but see, sweet saint ! the peace and har. 
mony that dwells amongst us, you would glorify God with 
the warmest feelings of gratitude, to whom, in your last hour. 
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you addressed snchferrent prayers for our happiness.' " Thus 
did she express herself, but O! Wilhehn, who can do justice 
to her language, how can cold and passionless words convey 
the heavenly expressions of the spirit ? Albert interrupted 
her gent] y.. *^ lliis affects you too deeply, my dear Charlotte: 
I know your soul dwells on such recollections wijih intense 

delight, but I implore" " O, Albert," she continued, " I 

am sure you do not foi^t the evenings when we three used 
to sit at the little roxmd table, when papa was absent, and 
the little ones- had retired. You o£ten had a good book with 
you, but seldom read it ; the conversation of that noble bein^ 
was preferable to everything— that beautiful, bright, gentle, 
and yet ever-toiling woman. Crod alone knows how I have 
supplicated with tears on my nightly couch that I might be 
like her." 

I threw myself at her feet, and seizing it, bedewed it with 
a thousand tears. ''Charlotte!" I exclaimed, ^' God's bles- 
sing and your mother's i^irit are upon you." " O ! that you 
had known her," she said, with a warm pressure of the 
hand; ** she was worthy of being known to you." I thought 
I shoiidid have fainted ; never had I received praise so flat- 
tenn^. She continued : ''and yet she was doomed to die in 
the llower of her youth, when her youngest child was 
scMPoeiy six months old. Her illness was but short, but she 
was ddm and resigned— «nd it was only for her children, 
especiatty the youngest, that she felt unhappy. When her 
end drew nigh, she bade me bring them to her. I obeyed, 
theyomger ones knew nothing of their approaching loss, 
while the elder ones were quite overcome with grief. They 
stood around the bed, and she raised her feeble hands to 
heaven, and prayed over them, then kissing them in turn, she 
dismisaed them, and said to me, " Be you a mother to them.*' 
I gave her my hand. *' You are promising much, my child,*' 
she said, ^^ a mother's fondness, and a mother's care ! I have 
often witnessed, by your tears of gratitude, that you knovr 
what is a mother's tenderness ; show it to your brothers and 
sisters, and be dutiful and faithful to your &ther as a wife : 
you wifl be his comfort." She inquired for him. He had 
retired to conceal his intolerable anguish — he was heart* 
broken. 

"Albert! you were in the room. She heard- some one 
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moving, she inquired Who it was, and desi^ you to ap- 
proach. She surveyed us both with a look of composure 
and satisfaction expressive of her conviction tliat we should 
be happy — Chappy with one another." Albert fell upon her 
neck, and kissed her, and exclaimed, '* We are so, and we 
shall be so." Even the composure of Albert was moved, 
and I was excited beyond expression. 

" And such a being," she continued, " was to leave us, 
Werther ! Great God, must we thus part with everything 
we hold dear in this world ? Nobody felt this more acutely 
than the children ; they cried and lamented for a long time 
afterwards, complaining that black men had carried away 
their dear mamma." 

Charlotte stood up. It aroused me, but I continued sitting, 
and held her hand. '' Let us go," she said ; '^ it grows 
late.*' She attempted to withdraw her hand ; I held it still. 
^' We shall see each other again," I exclaimed, '* we shall 
recognise each other under every possible change. I am 
going," I continued, " going wiUingly, but should I say for 
ever, perhaps I may not keep my word. Adieu, Charlotte ! 
adieu, Albert ; we shall meet again." *' Yes, to-morrow, I 
think," she answered, with a smile. To-morrow! how I felt 
the word ! Ah ! she little thought, when she drew her hand 
away from mine. They walked down the avenue. I stood 
gazing after them in the moonlight. I threw myself upon 
the ground, and wept ; I then sprang up, and ran out upon 
the tarace, and saw, under the shade of the linden-trees, her 
white dress disappearing near the garden gate. I stretched 
out my arms, and she vanished. 



BOOK II. 



October 20^A . 
We arrived here yesterday. The ambassador is indis- 
posed, and will not go out for some days. If he were less 
peevish and morose, all woidd be well. I see but too plainly 
that heaven has destined me to severe trials ; but, courage ! 
a light heart may bear anything. A light heart ! I smile to 
find such a word proceeding from my pen. A little more 
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ligbtheartedness would render me the happiest being under 
the sun. But must I despair of my talents and faculties, 
whilst others of far inferior abilities parade before me 
with the utmost self-satisfaction? Gracious Providence! 
to whom I owe all my powers, why didst thou not withhold 
some of those blessings I possess, and substitute in their 
place a feeling of self-confidence and contentment? 

But patience ! all will yet be well ; for I assure you, my 
dear friend, you were right ; since I have been obliged to 
associate continually wi& other people, and observe what 
they do, and how they employ themselves, I have become far 
better satisfied with myself. For we are so constituted by 
nature, that we are ever prone to compare ourselves with 
others, and our happiness or misery depends very much on 
the objects and persons around us. On this account, nothing 
is more dangerous than solitude; there our imagination, 
always disposed to rise, taking a new flight on the wings of 
fancy, pictures to us a chain of beings, of whom we seem the 
most inferior. All things appear greater than they really 
are, and all seem superior to us. This operation of the mind 
is quite natural ; we so continually feel our own imperfec- 
tions, and fancy we perceive in others the qualities we do 
not possess, attributing to them also all that we enjoy our- 
selves, that by this process we form the idea of a perfect, 
happy man — a man, however, who only exists in our own 
imagination. 

But when, in spite of weakness and disappointments, we 
set to work in earnest, and persevere steadily, we often find 
that, though obliged continually to tack, we. make more way 
than others who have the assistance of wind and tide; and, 
in truth, there can be no greater satisfaction than to keep 
pace with others, or outstrip them in the race. 



November 26^A. 

I begin to find my situation here more tolerable. I find 

a great advantage in being much occupied, and the number 

of persons I meet, and their different pursuits, create a varied 

entertainment for me. I have formed the acquaiutance of 

the Count C , and I esteem him more and more every 

day. He is a man of strong understanding and great dis* 
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cemment ; but though he sees further than other people, he 

is not on that account cold in his manner, but is capable of 

inspiring and returning the warmest affection. He appeared 

interested in me, on one occasion, when I had to transact 

some business with him. He perceived, at the first word* 

that we understood each other, and that he could converse 

with me in a different tone &om what he used with others. 

I cannot sufficiently esteem his frank and open kindness to 

me. It is the greatest and most genuine of pleasures to 

observe a great mind in sympathy with our own. 



Decewher 24th, 
As I anticipated, the ambassador occasions me infinite 
annoyance. He is the most punctilious blockhead under 
heaven. He does everything step by step, with the trifling 
minuteness of an old woman, and he is a man whom it is 
impossible to please, because he is never pleased with himself.. 
I like to do business regularly and cheeifully, and when it is 
finished, to leave it. But he constantly returns my papers 
tome, saying, "They will do," but recommending me to 
look over them again, as *' one may always improve, by using- 
a better word, or a more appropriate particle." I then lose aU 
patience, and wish myself at the devil. Not a conjimction, 
not an adverb must be omitted ; he has a deadly antipathy to- 
all those transpositions of which I am so fond, and if the 
music of our periods is not tuned to the established official 
key, he cannot comprehend our meaning. It is deplorable 
to be connected with such a fellow. 

My acquaintance with the Coimt C — is the only com- 
pensation for such an evil. He told me frankly, the other 
day, that he was much displeased with the difficulties and 
delays of the ambassador ; that people like him are obstacles 
both to themselves and to others ; but," added he, " one must 
submit, like a traveller who has to ascend a mountain ; if the 
mountain was not there, the road would be both shorter and. 
pleasanter, but there it is, and he must get over it." 

The old man perceives the Count's partiality for me ; this* 
annoys him, and he seizes every opportunity to depreciate 
the Count in my hearing. I naturally defend him, and that 
only renders matters worse* Yesterday he made a blow at 
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me, in aUusion to him. ''The Coimt," he said, " is a man 
of the world, and a good man of business ; his style is good, 
and he writes with facility ; but like other geniuses, he has no 
solid learning." He looked at me with an expression that 
seemed to ask if I felt the blow ? But it did not produce the 
desired e£Sect : I despise a man who can think and act in 
such a manner. However, I made a stand, and answered, 
with no little warmth. The Count, I said, was a man 
entitled to respect alike for his character and his acquire- 
ments. I had never met a person whose mind was stored 
with more useful and extensive knowledge — ^who had, in 
fact, mastered such an infinite variety of subjects, and who 
jet retained all his activity for the details of ordinary busi- 
ness. This was altogether beyond his comprehension, and I 
took my leave, lest my anger should be too highly excited by 
-some new absurdity on his part. 

And you are to blame for all this, you who persuaded me 
io bend my neck to this yoke, by preaching a life of activity 
to me. If the man who plants vegetables, and carries his 
oom to town on market days, is not more usefully employed 
than I am, then let me work ten years longer at the galleys 
to which I am now chained. 

Oh ! the brilliant wretchedness, the weariness that one is 
•doomed to witness among the silly people whom we meet in 
society here ! The ambition of rank ; how they watch, how 
they toil to gain precedence. What poor and contemptible 
passions are displayed in their utter nakedness ! We have 
a woman here, for example, who never ceases to entertain 
the company with accounts of her family and her estates. 
Any stranger would consider her a silly being, whose head 
was turned by her pretensions to rank and property ; but she 
is in reality even more ridiculous — the daughter of a mere 
magistrate's clerk from this neighbourhood. I cannot un- 
derstand how human beings can so debase themselves. 

Every day I observe more and more the folly of judging 
of others by ourselves ; and I have so much trouble with 
myself, and my own heart is in such constant agitation, that 
I am weU content to let others pursue their own course, if 
they only allow me the same privilege. 

What provokes me most, is the imhappy extent to which 
•distinctions of rank are carried. I know perfectly well how 
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neeessarj are meqnalities of condition, aoBd I am sensible of 
the advantages I myself deiiye therefrom — bnt I would not 
have these institutions ^x>ye a barrier to the small chanee of 
happiness which I may enjoy on this earth. 

I have lately become acquainted with a Miss B , a 
very agreeable girl, who has retained her natural manners in 
the midst of artificial life. Our first conversation pleased us 
both equally, and at taking leave, I requested permissiou to 
visit her. She consented in so obliging a manner, that I 
waited with impatience for the arrival of the happy moment. 
She is not a native of this place, but resides here with her 
aunt. The countenance of the c^d lady is not prepossessing. 
I paid her much attention, addressing the greater part of my 
c(mYersation to her, and in less than half an hour I disco- 
vered what her niece subsequently acknowledged to me, that 
her aged aunt, having but a small fortune, and a still smaller 
share of understanding, enjoys no satisfaction, except in the 
pedigree of her ancestors, no protection save in her noble 
birth, and no enjoyment, but in looking from her castle over 
the heads of the humble citizens. She was, no doubt, hand- 
some in her youth, and in her early years probably trifled 
away her time in rendering many a poor youth the sport of 
her caprice ; in her riper years she has submitted to the yoke 
of a veteran officer, who, in return for her person and her 
small independence, has spent with her what we may desig- 
nate her age of brass. He is dead, and she is now a widow 
and deserted. She spends her iron age alone, and would not 
be approached, except for the loveliness of her niece. 



JantMry Sih, 1772. 

What beings are men, whose whole liioughts are occupied 
with form and ceremony, who for years together devote their 
mental and physical ex^tions to the task of advancing them- 
selves but one step, and endeavouring to occupy a higher 
place at the table. Not that such persons would otherwise 
want employment; on the contrary, they give themselves 
much trouble by neglecting important business for such petty 
trifles. Last week a question of precedence arose, at a 
sledging party, and aU our amusement was spoilt. 

Ibe silly creatures cannot see that it is not place which 
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constitates real greatness, since the man who occupies the first 
place but seldom plays the principal part. How many kings 
are governed by their ministers — how many ministers by 
their secretaries? . Who, in such cases, is really the chief? 
He, as it seems to me, who can see through the others, and 
possesses strength or skill enough to make their power or 
passions subservient to the execution of his own designs. 



January 2Qth. 

I must write to you from this pkce, my dear Charlotte, 
from a small room in a cauntry inn, where I have taken 
shelter from a severe storm. During my whole residence in 

that wretched place D , where I lived amongst strangers, 

-^strangers, indeed, to this heart — I never at any time felt 
the smallest inclination to correspond with you ; but in this 
cottage, in this retirement, in this solitude, with the snow 
and hail beating against my lattice-pane, you are my first 
thought. The instant I entered, your figure rose up before 
me, and the remembrance ! O my Charlotte, the sacred, 
tender remembrance ! Gracious Heaven ! restore to me the 
happy moment of our first acquaintance. 

Could you but see me, my dear Charlotte, in the whirl of 
dissipation ; how my senses are dried up, but my heart is at 
no time full. I enjoy no single moment of happiness ; all is 
vain — nothing touches me. I stand, as it were, before the 
raree-show, I see the little puppets move, and I ask whether 
it is not an optical illusion. I am amused with these puppets, 
or rather, I am myself one of them, but when I sometimes 
grasp my neighbour's hand, I feel that it is not natiLral, 
and I withdraw mine with a shudder. In the evening I say 
I will enjoy the next morning's sunrise, and yet I remain in 
bed; in the day I promise to ramble by moonlight, and I, 
nevertheless, remain at home. I know not why I rise, nor 
why I go to sleep. 

The leaven which animated my existence is gone, - the 
charm which cheered me in the gloom of night, and aroused 
me from my morning slumbers, is for ever fled. 

I have found but one being here to interest me, a Miss 
B . She resembles you, my dear Charlotte, if any one- 
can possibly resemble you. "Ah!" you will say, "hehaa 
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ieamt to pay fine compliments." And this is partly trae. I 
have been very agreeable lately^ as it was not in my power 
to be otherwise. I have, moiseover, a deal of wit, and the 
ladies say that no one understands flattei^ betteiv-or false- 
hoods, you will add, since the one accomphshment invariably 
accompanies the other. But I must tell you of Miss B. 
She has abundance of soul, which Bashes from her deep blue 
eyes. Her rank is a torment to her, and satisfies no one 
desire of her heart. She would gladly retire firom this whirl 
of fashion, and we often picture to ourselves a life of imdis- 
turbed happiness in distant scenes of rural retirement ; and 
then we speak of you, my dear Charlotte,, for she knows 
you, and renders homage to your merits, but her homage is 
not exacted, but voluntary — she loves you, and delights to 
hear you made the subject of conversation. 

Oh, that I were sitting at your feet in your £iivourite little 
room, with the dear children playing around us. If they 
became troublesome to you, I would tell them some appalling 
goblin story, and they would crowd round me with silent 
attention. The sun is setting in glory; his last rays are 
shining on the snow, which covers the face of the country ; 
the storm is over, and I must return to my dungeon. Adieu ! 
— Is Albert with you, and what is he to you ? Gk)d forgive 
the question. 



February Stk. 
For a week past we have had the most wretched weather, 
but this to me is' a blessing, for during my residence here, 
not a single fine day has beamed from the heavens, but has 
been lost to me by the intrusion of somebody. During the 
severity of rain, sleet, frost, and storm, I congratulate my- 
self that it cannot be worse in doors than abroad, nor worse 
abroad than it is within doors, and so I become reconciled. 
When the sun rises bright in the morning, and promises a 
glorious day, I never omit to exclaim, " There now, they 
have another blessing from Heaven, which they will be sure 
to destroy ; they spoil everything— health, fame, happiness, 
amusement — and they do this generally through folly, igno- 
rance, or. imbecility, and always, according to their own ac- 
count, with the best intentions. * I could often beseech them. 
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oa my bended Imees^ to be less resolved upon their own 
destrucdoiL 



February \*lih. 
I fear that my ambassador and I shall not continue much 
longer together. He is really growing past endoranoe* He 
transacts his business in so ridicukms a manner, that I am 
often compelled to contradict him, and do things my own 
way, and then, of course, he thinks them very ill done. He 
complained of me lately on this account at Court, and. the 
Minister gave me a reprimand, — ^a gentle one it is true, but 
8tiU a reprimand. In consequence of thi», I was about to 
tender my resignation, when I received a letter, to which I 
submitted with great respect, on account of the high, noble, 
and generous spirit which dictated it. He endeavoured to 
soothe my excessive sensibility, paid a tribute to my extreme 
ideas of duty, of good example, and of perseverance in 
business, as the fruit of my youthful ardour, — an impulse 
which he did not seek to destroy but only to moderate, that 
it might have proper play and be productive of good. So 
- now I am at rest for another week, and no longer at variance 
with myself. Content and peace of mind are valuable things . 
I could wish, my dear friend, that these predous jewels were 
less transitory. 

February 2(Sth, 
God bless you, my dear friends, and may He grant you 
that happiness which He denies to me ! 

I than you^ Albert, for having deceived me. I waited for 
the news that your wedding-day was fixed, and I intended 
on that day, with solemnity, to take down Charlotte's profile 
from the wall, and to bury it with some other papers I pos- 
sess. You are now united, and her picture stillremains here. 
Well, let it remain ! Why should it not ? I know that I 
am still one of your society, that I still occupy a place un- 
injured in Charlotte's heart, that I hold the second place 
therein, and I intend to keep it. O ! I should becOA6 mad 
if she could forget. — ^Albert ! that thought is hell. Ftfrew^ll, 
Albert — ^farewell, angel of Heaven — ^farewell, Charlotte I 
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March 15M. 

I have just had a sad adventnrey which will drive me from 
hence. I loae aH patienoe!-— DcAth! — ^It ia not to be re- 
medied, and yoa are ahme to blame, who urged and impelled 
me to fin a pott for which I was bf no means suited. I 
have now reason to be satisfied, and so hare yon i But that 
yon may not again attribute this Vitality to my impetuous 
temper, I send you, my dear sir, a plain and simple narra- 
tion of the zSwXy as a mere chronicler of fiicts would 
describe it. 

The Coont of O— -> likes me, and distinguishes me : it is 
well known, and I have mentioned this to you a hundred 
times. Yesterday I dined with him ; it is the day on which 
the nobility are accustomed to assemble at his house in the 
evening. I never once thought of the assembly, nor that we 
subalterns did not belong to such society. Well! I dined 
with the Count, and after dinner we adjourned to the large 
hall ; we walked up and down together, and I conversed with 
him and with Colonel B. who joined us, and in this manner 
the hour for the assembly approached. God knows I was 
thinking of nothing, when who should enter but the honour- 
able Lady S., accompanied by her noble husband and their 
silly, scheming daughter, with her smaU waist and flat neck — 
and with disdainful looks and a haughty air, they passed me 
by. As I heartily detest the whole race, I determined upon 
going away, and only waited till, the Count had disengatred 
bimself from their impertinent prattle to take leave, when 
the agreeable Miss B. came in. As I never meet her with- 
out experiencing a heartfelt pleasure, I stayed and talked to 
her, leaning over the back of her chair, and did not per- 
ceive tin after some time that she seemed a little confused, 
and ceased to answer me with her usual ease of manner. I 
was struck with it. " Heavens ! " I said to myself, *' can she 
too be like the rest?" I felt annoyed, and was about to 
vnthdraw; but I remained, notwithstanding, forming ex- 
cuses for her conduct, fancying she did not mean it, and still 
hoping to receive some friendly recognition. The rest of the 
company now arrived. There was the Baron F— — in an 
entire stiit that dated from the coronation of Francis I., the 

Chancellor N with his deaf Wife, the shabbily dressed 

I * whose old-fashioned coat bore evidence of modern 
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repairs — ^this crowned the whole. I conversed with some of 
my acquaintance, but they answered me laconically. I was 
engf^ed in observing Miss B— — , and did not notice that 
the women were whispering at the end of the room, that the 
murmur extended by degrees to the men, that Madame 8 
addressed the Count with much warmth, (this was all related 
to me subsequently by Miss B.,) till at length the Count 
came up to me and took me to the window. — '' You know our 
ridiculous customs," he said ; " I perceive the company is rather 
displeased at your being here ; I would not on any accoimt'' 

— '• " I beg your excellency's pardon," I exclaimed; " I 

ought to have thought of this before, but I know you will for- 
give this little inattention. I was going," I a^ded, *' some 
time ago, but my evil genius detained me," and I smiled and 
bowed to take my leave. He shook me by the hand in a manner 
which expressed everything. I hastened at once from the illus- 
trious assembly, sprang into a carriage and drove to M I 
contemplated the setting sun from the top of the hill, and read 
that beautiful passage in Homer, where Ulysses is entertained 
by the hospitable herdsmen. This was indeed delightful. 

I returned home to supper in the evening. But few per- 
sons were assembled in the room ; they had turned up a 
comer of the table-cloth, and were -playing at dice. The 

good-natured A came in ; he laid down his hat when he 

saw me, approached me and said, in a low tone, — " You 
have met with a disagreeable adventure." '^ I !" I exdaimed. 
"The Count obliged you to withdraw from the assembly!" 
" Deuce take the assembly," said I, " I was veiy glad to be 
gone." " I am delighted," he added, " that you take it so 
Hghtly ; I am only sorry that it is already so much spoken 
of." The circumstance then began to pain me. I faiioiod 
that every one who sat down, and even looked at me, "was 
thinking of this incident, and my heart became embittered. 

And now I could plunge a dagger into my bosom, when 
I hear myself ever3rwhere pitied, and observe the triumph 
of my enemies, who say that this is always the case with 
vain persons, whose heads are turned with conceit^ who afiect 
to despise forms and such petty, idle nonsense. 

Say what you will of fortitude, but show me the man who 
can patiently endure the laughter of fools, when they have 
obtained an advantage over hun. Tis only when llieir non- 
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sense is without foundation that one can suffer it without 
complaint. 

March 16^A. 

Everything conspires against me. I met Miss B— - 
walking to-day. • I could not help joining her ; and when we 
were at a little distance from her companions, I expressed my 
sense of her altered manner towards me. *' O Werther !" 
she said, in a tone of emotion, you who know my hearty how 
could you so ill interpret my distress ? What did I not suffer 
for you from the moment you entered the room ! I foresaw 
it aU — ^a hundred times was I on the point of mentioning it to 

vou. I kneyr that the S s and T s, with their 

husbands, would quit the room rather than remain in your 
company ; I knew that the Count would not break with 
them : and now so much is said about it." '^ How !'' I ex- 
claimed, and endeaToured to conceal my emotion, for all that 
Adelin had mentioned to me yesterday recurred to me pain- 
fully at that moment. '* Oh, how much it has already cost 
me !" said this amiable girl, while her eyes filled with tears. 
I could scarcely contain myself, and was ready to throw 
myself at her feet. "Explain yourself!" I cried. Tears 
flowed down her cheeks.* I became quite frantic. She wiped 
them away, without attempting to conceal them. "You 
know my aunt," she continued — " she was present, and in 
what light does she consider the affiiir ! Last night and this 
morning, Werther, I was compelled to listen to a lecture 
upon my acquaintance with you. I have been obliged to hear 
you^ condemned and depreciated, and I could not — I dared 
not-H9ay much in your defence." 

Every word she uttered was a dagger to my heart. She 
did not feel, what a mercy it would have been to conceal 
everything from me. She told me, in addition, all the im- 
pertinence that would be fiuilier circulated, and how the 
malicious would triumph ; how they would rejoice over the 
pimishment of my pride, over my humiliation for that want of 
esteem for others with which I had often been reproached. 
To hear all this, Wilhelm, uttered by her in a voice of the 
most sincere sympathy, awakened all my passions, and I am 
still in a state of extreme excitement. I wish I could find a 
xuan to jeer me about this event. I would sacrifice him to my 

X 
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resentment : the sight of his blood might possibly be a relief 
to my fury. A hundred times have I seized a dagger to give 
ease to this oppressed heart. Naturalists tell of a noble race 
of horses that instinctively open a vein with their teeth, when 
heated and exhausted by a long course, in order to breathe 
more freely. I am often tempted to open a vein to procure 
for. i^yself eyerlaating liberty. 



March 24tk 
I have tendered my resignation to the Court. I hope it 
will. be accepted, and you will for^ve me for not having pre- 
viously consulted you. It is necessary I should leave this 
place. I know all you will urge to induce me to stay, ai^ 
therefore — — . I beg you will soften this news to my mother, 
lam unable to do anything for myself; how, tben« slicwld I be 
competent to assist others^ It will affliet her that I should 
have interrupted that career whieh would have^made me first 
a privy coimcillor, and then minister, and that I i^uld look 
behind me in place of advancing; Ai^ue as you will, com- 
bine all the reasons which should b»ve iiidueed me to 
remain — ^I am going; that i» sufildent. But that you may 
not be ignorant of my destination, I may mention that 1^ 
Prince^of - — ^ is here. He is much pleased with my o&mr 
pany ; and having heard o£ my intention to resign, he has 
invited me to his country house to pass the spring jaotAim 
with him. I shall be left completely my own master ; and as 
we agree on all subjects but one, I shall try my f«Ftaiie, and 
aeeompasy him. , 

Apnl 19ih. 
Thanks for both your letters* I delayed my. reply, and 
withheld this letter, till I should obtain an answer trook the 
Court. I. feared my mother might apply to the miaiata: to 
dbfeat my purpose. But my request is granted^— n^ re- 
signation is accepted. I shall not recount with what relmctukee 
it was accorded, nor rela;te what the minister has written ; 
you would only renew your lamentations* The Crown Prince 
has sent me a present of .five-and-twenty ducats ; and indeed 
such goodness has affected me to tears. For this xcaaon I 
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shall not require from my mother the money for which I 
lately applieiL 

May 5th. 
I leave this place to-morrow; and as my native place is 
only six miles from the high road, I intend to visit it once 
more, and recall the happy dreams of my childhood. I shall 
enter at the same gate through which I came with my mother, 
when, after my &iher's death, she left that delightful retreat 
to immure herself in your melancholy town. Adieu, my dear 
friend; you shall hear of my future career. 



May 9th. 

I haye paid my yisit to my native place with all the devotion 
of a pilgrim, and have experienced many unexpected emotions. 
Near the great elm*tree, which is a quarter of a league from 
the village, I got out of the carriage, and sent it on before, 
that alone, and on Ibol^ I might enjoy vividly and heartily all 
the pleasure of my recollections. I stood there under that 
same elm which was' formerly the term and object of my 
walks. How things have since changed! Then, in happy 
ignorance, I si^edfor a world I did not know, where I hoped 
to find every Measure and enjoyment which my heart could 
desire ; and now, on my return from that wide world, my 
friend, how many disappointed, hopes and unsuccesaM plans 
have I brought back ! 

I contemplated the mountains which lay stretched out 
l>efore me, and I thought how often they had been the object 
of my dearest desires. Here used I to sit for hours togetiier 
with my eyes bent upon them, ardently longing to wander in 
the shttde of those woods*— to lose myself in those valleys, 
which form so delightful an object in the distance ! With 
what reluctance did I leave this charming spot when my hour 
of recreation was over, and my leave of absence expired ! I 
drew near to the village*— «11 the well-known old summer- 
houses and gardens were recognised again ; I diriiked the new 
ones, and ^ other alterations which had taken place. I 
entered the viUage, and all my former feelings returned. I 
camiot, my dear friend, enter into details, charming as were 
my sensations : they would be dull in the narration. I had 

x2 
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intended to lodge in the market-place, near our old house. 
As soon as I entered, I perceived lliat the school-room, where 
our childhood had been taught by that good old woman, 
was converted into a shop. I call^ to mind the sorrow, the 
heaviness, the tears and oppression of heart which I ex- 
perienced in that confinement. Every step produced some par- 
ticular impression. A pilgrim in the Holy Land does not meet 
so many spots pregnant with tender recollections, and his soul 
is hardly moved with greater devotion. One incident will serve 
for illustration. I followed the course of a stream to a £ELrm, 
formerly a delightful walk of mine, and I paused at the spot 
where, as boys we used to amuse ourselves wijli making ducks 
and drakes upon the water. I recollected so well how I used 
formerly to watch the course of that same stream, following it 
with enquiring eagerness, forming romantic ideas of the 
countries it was to pass through ; but my imagination was 
soon exhausted, while the water continued flowing farther 
and farther on, till my fancy became bewildered by the con- 
templation of an invisible distance. Exactly such, my dear 
friend, so happy and so confined, were the thoughts of our 
good ancestors. Their feelings and their poetry were fresh 
as childhood. And when Ulysses talks of the immeasurable 
sea and of the boundless eartii, his epithets are true, natural, 
deeply felt, and mysterious. Of what importance is it that i 
have leamt with every schoolbojr that the world is round ? 
Man needs but little earth for enjoyment, and still less for his 
final repose. 

I am at present with the Prince at his hunting-lodge. He 
is a man with whom one can live happily. He is honest and 
imaflected. There are, however, some strange characters 
about him, whom I cannot at all understand. They do not 
seem vicious, and yet they do not carry the appearance of 
thoroughly honest men. Sometimes I am disposed to believe 
them honest, and yet I cannot persuade myself to confide iix 
them. It grieves me to hear tike Prince occasionally talk of 
things which he has only read or heard of, and always with 
the same view in whicn they have been represented by 
others. 

He values my understanding and talents more highly thai^ 
he does my heart, and I am alone proud of the latter. It is 
the sole source of everything, of our strength, of our happl. 
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ness, and our misery. All the knowledge I possess, eyery 
one else can acquire, but my heart is exclusiyely my own. 



May 26th. 
I have had a plan in my head, of which I did not intend 
to speak to you until it was accomplished ; now that it has 
failed I may as well mention it. I wished to enter the army, 
and had long been desirous of taking the step. This, indeed, 
was the chief reason for my coming here with the Prince, as 
he is a General in the ■ service. I communicated my 

design to him during one of our walks together. He disap- 
proved of it, and it would have been actual madness not to 
have listened to his reasons. 



June Wth, 
Say what you will, I can remain here no longer. Why 
should I remain ? I am weary of it. The Prince is as 
gracious to me as any one could be, and yet I am not at my 
ease. There is, indeed, nothing in common between us. He 
is a man of understanding, but quite of the ordinary kind. 
His conversation affords me no more amusement than I 
should derive from the perusal of a well-written book. I 
shall remain here a week longer, and then start again on my 
travels. My drawings are the best things I have done since 
I came here. The Prince has a taste for the arts, and would 
improve if his mind were not fluttered by cold rules and mere 
technical ideas. I often lose patience when, with a glowing 
imagination I am giving expression to art and nature, he 
interferes with learned suggestions, and uses at random the 
technical phraseology of artists. 



July 16^A. 
Once more I am a wanderer, a pilgrim, through the world 
But what else are you ? 

July \%th. 
Whither am I going ? I will tell-you in confidence. I am 
obliged to continue a fortnight longer here, and then I think 
it would be better for me to visit the mines in . But 
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I am only deluding myself thus. The &ct is, I wish to be 
near Charlotte again, — that is alL I smile at the suggestions 
of my heart, and obey its dictates. 



July 29^A. 

No! no! it is yet well — all is well! I, her husband! 

O God ! who gave me being, if thou hadst destined this 

happiness for me, my whole life would have been one con- 
tinual thanksgiving! But I will not murmur ^foipve 

these tears ; forgive these fruitless wishes. She — my wife \ 
Oh, the very thought of folding that dearest of Heaven's 

creatures in my arms ! Dear Wilhelm ! my whole frame 

feels convulsed when I see Albert put his arms round her 
slender waist. 

And shall I avow it ? Why should I not, Wilhelm .^ She 
would have been happier with me than with himl Albert is 
not the man to satisfy the wishes of such a heart. He wants 

a certain sensibility ; he wants in short, their hearts do 

not beat in unison ! How often, my dear firiend, in reading 
a passage from some interesting book, when my heart and 
Charlotte's seemed to meet, and in a hundred other instances, 
when our sentiments were unfolded by the story of some 
fictitious character, have I felt that we were made for each 
other 1 But, dear Wilhelm ! he loves her with his whole 
soul, and what does not such a love deserve ? 

I have been interrupted by an insufferable visit. I have 
dried my tears and composed my thoughts. Adieu, my best 
friend ! 



Augtist 4th, 
I am not alone unfortunate ! All men are disappointed in 
their hopes and deceived in their expectations. I have paid 
a visit to my good old woman under the lime-trees. The 
eldest boy ran out to meet me; Jus exclamation of joy 
brought out his mother, but she had a very melancholy look. 
Her first word was, " Alas ! dear sir, my little John is dead." 
He was the youngest of her children. I was silent. " And 
my husband has returned from Switzerland without any 
money, and if some kind people had not assisted him, he must 
have begged his way home. He was taken ill, with fever on 
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his journey." I could answer nothing, hut made the little 
one a present. She invited me to take some fruit ; I torn- 
plied, and left the place with a sorrowful heart. 



August ilsL 

My sensations are constantly changing. Sometin^s U 

happy prospect opens before me ; but, alas ! it is only for ti 

moment, and then when I am lost in reverie, I cannot hi^lp 

saying to myself, " If Albert were to die ? — ^Yes, she *Would 

become — and I should be ," and so I pursue a chimera, 

till it leads me to the edge of a precipice at which I shudder. 
When I pass through the same gate and walk along the 
same road which first conducted me to Charlotte, my heftft 
sinks within me at the change that has since] taken place. 
All, all, is altered ! No sentiment, no pulsation of my heart 
is the same. My sensations are such as would occur to some 
departed Prince whose spirit should return to visit the 
superb palace which he had built in happy times, adoimed 
with costly magnificence, and left to a beloved son, but 
whose glory he should find departed and its haUs dese):ted 
and in ruins. 



JSeptemher Zrd. 
I sometimes cannot understand how she can love another, 
how she dares love another, when I love nothing in this 
world so completely, so devotedly, as her, when 1 know only 
her, and have no other possession than her in the world. 

September 4fft. 
It is even so ! As nature puts on her autumn tints, ft 
becomes autumn with me and around me. My leaves are sere 
and yellow, and the neighbouring trees are divested of their 
foliage. Do you remember my writing to you about a peasant 
boy, shortly after my arrival here ? I have just made in- 
quiries about him in Walheim. They say he has been fiis- 
missed from his service, and is now avoided by every one. 
I met him yesterday on the road, going to a neighbouring 
village. I flpoke to him, and he told me his story. It inter- 
ested me exceedingly, as you will easily understand when 1. 
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repeat it to you. But why should I trouble you? Why 
should I not reserve all my sorrow for myself? Why should 
I continue to give you occasion to pity and blame me ? But 
no matter ; this also is part of my destiny. 

At first the peasant lad answered my inquiries with a 
sort of subdued melancholy, which seemed to me the mark 
of a timid disposition ; but as we grew to understand each 
other, he spoke with less reserve, and openly confessed his 
faults and lamented his misfortune. I wi^, my dear friend, 
I could give proper expression to his language. He told me 
with a sort of pleasurable recollection, that after my depar- 
ture his passion for his mistress increased daily, until at last 
he neither knew what he did nor what he said, nor what was 
to become of him. He could neither eat, nor drink, nor 
sleep ; he felt a sense of suffocation ; he disobeyed all orders, 
and forgot all commands involuntarily; he seemed as if 
pursued by an evil spirit; till one day, knowing that his 
mistress had gone to an upper chamber, he followed her, or 
rather felt attracted after her. As she proved deaf to his 
entreaties;, he had recourse to violence. He knows not what 
liappened, but he called God to witness that his intentions to 
her were honourable, and that he desired nothing more sin- 
cerely than that they should marry and pass their lives toge- 
ther. When he had come to this point, he began to hesitate, 
as if there was something which he had not courage to utter, 
till at length he acknowledged with some confusion certain 
little confidences which she had encouraged and freedoms 
which she had allowed. He broke off two or three times in 
his narration, and assured me most earnestly that he had no 
wish to make her bad, as he termed it, for he loved her still 
as sincerely as ever ; that the tale had never before escaped 
hia lips, and was only now told, to convince me that he was 
not utterly lost and abandoned. And here, my dear Mend, 
I must commence the old song, which you know I utter 
eternally. If I could only represent the man as he stood 
and stands now before me, — could I only give his true 
expressions, you would feel compelled to sympathise in his 
fate. But enough ; you, who know my misfortune and my 
disposition, can easily comprehend the attraction which draws . 
me towards every unfortunate being, but particularly to- 
wards him whose story I have recounted. 
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Upon perusing this letter a second time, I find I have 
omitted tiie conclusion of my tale, but it is easily supplied. 
She became reserved towards him, at the instigation of her 
brother, who had long hated him, and desired his expulsion 
from the house, fearing that his sister^s second marriage 
might deprive his children of the handsome fortime which 
they expected from her, as she is childless. He was dis- 
missed at length, and the whole affair occasioned so much 
scandal, that tHe mistress dared not take him back, even if 
she had wished it. She has since hired another servant, 
with whom, they say, the brother is equally displeased, and 
whom she is likely to marry; but my informant assures 
me that he himself is determined not to survive such a 
catastrophe. 

This story is neither exaggerated nor embellished; indeed, 
I have weakened and impaired it in the narration, by the 
necessity of using the more refined expressions of society* 

This love, then, this constancy, this passion is no poetical 
fiction. It is actual, and dwells in its greatest purity amongst 
that class of mankind whom we term rude, uneducated. We 
are the educated, not the perverted! But read this story 
with attention, I implore you. I am tranquil to-day, for I 
have been employed upon this narration; you see by my 
vmting that I am not so agitated as usual. Head and re-read 
this' tale, Wilhelm ! it is the history of your Mend. My 
fortune has been and will be similar ; and I am neither half 
so brave nor half so determined as the poor wretch with 
wbom I hesitate to compare myself. 



September 5th. 
Charlotte had written a letter to her husband in the 
country, where he was detained by business. It commenced 
** My dearest love, return as soon as possible ; I await you 
with a thousand raptures." A friend, who arrived, brought 
word that, for certain reasons, he could not return imme- 
diately. Charlotte's letter was not forwarded, and the same 
evening it fell into my hands. I read it and smiled. She 
asked the reason. " What a heavenly treasure is imagina- 
tion !" I exclaimed ; *' I fancied for a moment that this was 
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writtea to xne !" She paused and seemed displeased. I was 
silent. , 

It cost me much to part with the blue coat which I wore 
the first time I danced with Charlotte. But I could not 
possibly wear it any longer. But I have ordered a new one, 
precisely similar, even to the collar and sleeves, as well as a 
new waistcoat and pantaloons. 

But it does not produce the same effect upon -me. I know 
not how it is,; but I hope in time I shall like it better. 



September 12th, 

She has been absent for sopie days. She went to meet 
Albert. To-day I visited her ; she rose to receive me, and I 
kissed her hand most tenderly. 

A canary at the moment flew from a mirror and settled 
upon her shoulder. " Here is a new friend,'' she observed, 
while she made him perch upon her hand ; " he is a present 
for the children. What a dear he is ! Look at him ! When 
I feed him, he flutters with his wings, and pecks so nicely. 
He kisses me, too — only look !" 

She held the bird to her mouth, and he pressed her sweet 
lips with so much fervour, that he seemed to feel the excess of 
bliss which he enjoyed. 

'^ He shall kiss you, too,*' she added, and then she held the 
bird towards me. His little beak moved from her mouth to 
mine, and the delightful sensation seemed like the forerunner 
of the sweetest bliss. 

" A kiss," I observed, " does not seem to satisfy him ; he 
wishes for food, and seems disappointed by these unsatiafac- 
tory endearments." 

'' But he eats out of my mouth," she continued, and ex- 
tended her lips to him containing seed, and she smiled with 
all the charm of a being who has allowed an innocent parti- 
cipation of hier love. 

I turned my head away. She should not act thus. She 
ought not to excite jny imagination with such displays of 
heavenly innocence and happiness, nor awaken my heart 
from its slumbers, in which it dreams of the worthlessness 
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of life! And why not? Beoaiise she koiows kow much I 
loTO her. 

September 15M. 
It makes me wretched, Wilhelm, to think that there 
diould be men incapable of appreciating the few things 
which possess a real value in life. You remember the 
walnut-trees at S-— — •, under which I used to sit with 
Charlotte during my visits to the worthy old Vicar. Those 
glorious trees, the very fiight of which has so often filled my 
heart with joy, how tiiiey adorned and refreshed the parson- 
age yard, with their wide ^ctended branches! and how 
pleasing was our remembrance of the good old pastor, by 
whose hands they were planted so many years ago ! The . 
schoolmaster has frequently mentioned his name. He had it 
frx>m his grandfather. He must have been a most excellent 
man, and imder the shade of those old trees his memory was 
ever venerated by me. The schoolmaster informed us yes- 
terday, with tears in his eyes, that those trees had been felled. 
Yes, cut to the ground ! I could, in my wrath, have slain 
the monster who struck the first stroke. And I must endure 
this ! — I who, if I had had two such trees in my own court, 
and one had died from old age, should have wept with real 
affliction. But there is some comfort left — such a thing is 
sentimentr— 'the whole village murmurs at the misfortune, and 
I hope the Vicar's wife will soon find, by the cessation of the 
villagers' presents, what a wound she has inflicted upon the 
feelings of the neighbourhood. It was she who did it,— -the 
wife of the present incumbent (our good old man is dead) — a 
tall, sickly creature, who is so far right to disregard the 
world, as the world totally disregards her. The silly being 
affects to be learned, pretends to examine the canoniccd 
books, lends her aid towards the new-fashioned reformation 
of Christendom, moral and critical, and shrugs up her shoul- 
ders at the mention of Lavater's enthusiasm. He]k health is 
destroyed, which prevents her from having any enjoyment 
here below. Such a creature alone could have cut down my 
walnut-trees! I can never pardon it. Hear her reasons. 
The filling leaves made the court wet and dirty, the branches 
obstructed the light, boys threw stones at the nuts when they 
were ripe, and &e noise affected her nerves and disturbed 
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her profound meditations, when she was "weighing the diffi- 
culties of Kennicot, Semler, and Michaelis. Finding that all 
the parish, particularly the old people, were displeased, I 
asked "why they allowed it?" "Ah, sir!" they replied, 
"when the steward orders, what can we poor peasants do?" 
But one thing has happened well. The steward and the 
Vicar (who for once thought to reap some adyantage from the 
caprices of his wife) intended to diyide the trees between 
them. The revenue-office being informed of it, revived an 
old claim to the ground where the trees had stood, and sold 
them to the best bidder. Therf they still lie on the ground. 
If I were the sovereign, I should know how to deal with 
them all— Vicar, steward, and revenue-office. Sovereign did 
I say ? I should in that case care little about the trees that 
grew in the country. 

October 10th: 
Only to gaze upon her dark eyes is to me a source of hap- 
piness ! And what grieves me is, that Albert does not seem 
€0 happy as he — hoped to be — as I should have been, — ^if 
—I am no friend to these pauses, but here I cannot 
express myself otherwise; anci probably I am explicit 
•enough. 

October 12th, 
Ossian has superseded Homer in my heairt. To what a 
world does the illustrious bard carry me ! To wander over 
pathless wilds, surrounded by impetuous whirlwinds, where, 
by the feeble light of the moon, we see the spirits of our 
ancestors ; to hear from the mountain-tops, mid the roar of 
torrents, their plaintive sounds issuing from deep caverns, 
and the sorrowful lamentations of a maiden who sighs and 
expires on the mossy tomb of the warrior by whom she was 
adored. I meet this bard with silver hair ; he wanders in 
the valle|i^ he seeks the footsteps of his fathers, and, alas ! 
he finds only their tombs. Then contemplating the pale 
moon, as she sinks beneath the waves of the rolling sea, the 
memory of bygone days strikes, the mind of the hero,— 
days, when approaching danger invigorated the brave, and 
the moon shone upon his bark laden with spoils, and return- 
ing in triumph. When I read in his countenance deep 
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sorrow, when I see his dying glory sink, exhausted, into the 
grave, as he inhales new and heart-thrilling delight from his 
approaching union with his belored, and he casts a look on 
the cold earth and the tall grass which is so soon to .cover 
him, and then exclaims, '' The traveller will come, — ^he will 
come who has seen my beauty, and he will ask, where is the 
bard, — where is the illustrious son of Fingal ? He will walk 
over my tomb, and will seek me in vain !" Then, O my 
friend, I could instantly, like a true and noble knight, draw 
my sword, and deliver my prince from the long and painful 
languor of a living death, and dismiss my own soul to follow 
the demigod whom my hand had set free. 



October \9th. 
Alas! the void — ^the fearful void, which I feel in my 
bosom ! Sometimes I think, if I coidd only once — ^but once, 
press her to my heart, this dreadful void would be filled. 



October 2^th. 
Yes, I feel certain, Wilhelm, and every day I become 
more certain, that the existence of any being whatever is of 
very little consequence. A friend of Charlotte's called to see 
her just now ; I withdrew into a neighbouring apartment^ 
and took up a book ; but finding I could not read, I sat down 
to write. I heard their conversation ; they spoke upon ordi- 
nary topics, and retailed the news of the town. One was 
going to be married, another was ill, very ill — she had a dry 
cough ; her face was growing thinner daily,, and she had 
occasional fits. " N is very unwell, too," said Char- 
lotte. "His limbs begin to swell already," answered the 
other, and my lively imagination carried me at once to the 
beds of the infirm. There I see them struggling against 
death, with all the agonies of pain and horror ; and these 
women, Wilhelm, talk of all this with as much indifference 
as one would mention the death of a stranger. And when I 
look around the apartment where I now am, — ^when I see 
Charlotte's apparel lying before me, and Albert's writings, 
and all those articles of furniture which are so familiar to 
me, even to the very inkstand which I am using, — ^when I 
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think niiat I am to this famil y cvci p i t hing. My Mends 
esteem me ; I often oontribute to their happiness, and my 
heart seems as if it could not beat without them ; and yet — 
if I were to die, if I were to be summoned from the midst of 
thiscirele, would ti&ey feel, — or how long* would they feel, 
the void which, my loss would make in tiieir existence? 
How long ! Yea^ such i» the frailty of man, that even there, 
where he has the greatest consoiousness of his own being, 
where he makes the strongest aoxl most forcible impression, 
even in the memory, in the heart of his beloved, iiiere also he 
must perish — ^ranish— and that quickly* 



October 2*!th. 
I could tear open my bosom with vexation to think how 
little we are capable of influencing the feelings of each other. 
No one can communicate to me those sensations of love, joy, 
rapture, and delight which I do notnaturally possess ; and 
though my heart may glow with the most lively affection, I 
cannot make the happiness of one in whom the same warmth 
is not inherent. 



October 27th. Evening, 
I possess so much, but my love for her absorbs it all. ,1 
possess so mudi, but without her I have nothing. 



O^her SOth. 
One hundred tiinea have I been on the point of embracing 
her. Heavens I what a torment it is to see so muoh loveli* 
ness passing and repassing before us, and yet not dare to 
touch it ! And to touch is the most natural of hmnan in* 
sticts. Do not ddldren toudi everything they see? And I! 

NovmUr ^d. 
Witness Heaven hfxw often I lie down in my bed, with a 
wish, and even a hope, that I may never awaken again ! and 
in the morning, wheck I open my eyes, I beholdithe sun onoe 
more, and am wretched* If I were whimsieal^ I might bkme 
the weath^, or an acqnaintanee, or soaae personal diaa^ 
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pomtment, for my disoontented mind, and then thui insup- 
portable load of trouble would not rest entirely upon myself. 
But,. alas! I feel it too sadly. Ii am alone the cause of my 
own woe,— am I not ? Truly, my own bosom contains the 
source of all my sorrow, as it previously contained the source 
of all my pleasure. Am I not the same being who once 
enjoyed an exoess of happiness— who, at every step, saw 
Paradise open before him, and whose heart was ever ex- 
panded towards the whole world J And this heart is now 
dead; no sentiment can revive it: my eyes are dry, and my 
senses, no mere refreshed by the influence of soft tears, wither 
and consume my brain« I. BuS&t much, for I have lost the 
only charm of life ; that active sacred power which created 
worlds around me,-w4t is no more. When I look from my 
window at the distant hills, and behold the morning sun 
breaJdng through the mists, and illuminating the country 
around, which is still wrapt in silence, whilst the soft stream 
winds gently through the willows which have shed their 
leaves; when glorious Nature displays all her beauties before 
me, and her wondrous prospects are ineffectual to extract 
one tear of joy from my withered heart ; I feel that in such 
a moment I stand like a reprobate before Heaven, hardened, 
insensible, and immoved. Oftentimes do I then bend my 
knee to the earth, and implore God for the blessing of tears, 
as ithe desponding labourer, in some scorching climate, prays 
for the dews of heaven to moisten his parched com. 

But I feel that God does not grant sunshine or rain to our 
importunate entreaties. And O those bygone days, whose 
memory now torments me, why were they so fortunate? 
Because I then waited with patience for the blessings of the 
Eternal, and received his gifts with the grateful feehngs of a 
thankful heart. 



Navemier Sih. 
Charlotte hasi reproved me for my excesses vnih m> much 
tenderness and goodness. I have lajiely drimk more wine 
than usual. '' Don't do it T' she said; '' think of Charlotte ! ' 
^^ Think of youl" I answered; ''can such advice be neoes- 
saryv— do I not. ever think of you ? And yet mine are not 
thoughts ; you live within my. soul. This very morning I 
was sitting in the spot where,, a few days ago, you descended 
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from the carriage, and " She immediately changed the 

subject, to pievent me from pursuing it further. My dear 
friend, my energies are all prostrated ; she can do with me 
what she pleases. 

November \5th,' 
I thank you, Wilhelm, for your cordial sympathy, for your 
excellent advice, and I implore you to be quiet. Leave 
me to my sufferings. In spite of my wretchedness, I have 
still strength enough for endurance. I revere religion, — ^you 
know I do. I feel that it can impart strength to the feeble, 
and comfort to the afflicted; but does it affect all men 
equally ? Consider this vast universe ; you will see thousands 
for whom it has never existed, thousands for whom it will 
never exist, whether it be preached to them or not; and 
must it then necessarily exist for me ? Does not the Son of 
God himself say, that they are his whom the Father has 
given to him ? Have I been given to him ? What if the 
Father will retain me for himself, as my heart sometimes 
su^ests ? I pray you do not misinterpret ihis. Do not ex- 
tract derision from my harmless words. I pour out my whole 
soul before you. Silence were otherwise preferable to me: 
but I need not shrink from a subject of which few know 
more than I do myself. What is the destiny of man, but to 
fill up the measure of his sufferings, and to drink, his allotted 
cup of bitterness ? And if that same cup proved bitter to 
the Gk)d of Heaven, imder a human form, why should I 
affect a foolish pride and call it sweet? Why should I be 
ashamed of shrinking at that fearful moment, when my whole 
being will tremble between existence and annihilation; when 
a remembrance of the past, like a flash of lightning, 
will illuminate the dark gulph of futuity, when everything 
shall dissolve around me, and the whole world vanish away: 
Is not this the voice of a creature oppressed beyond all 
resource^' self-deficient, about to plunge into inevitable 
destruction, and groaning deeply at its inadequate strength-^- 
*' My God ! my God ! why hast thou forsaken me ? " And 
should I feel ashamed to utter the same expression? Should 
I not shudder at a prospect which had its fears, even for him 
who spread out the heavens like a garment ? 
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November 2l8t 
She does not feel, she does not know, that she is preparing 
a poison which will destroy us both ; and I drink deeply ot 
the draught which is to prove my destruction. What mean 
those looks of kindness with which she often — often— -no, not 
often, but sometimes regards me,-— that complacency with 
which she hears the involuntary sentiments which frequently 
escape me,, and the tender pity for my sufferings which 
appears in her countenance ? 

Yesterday, when I took leave, she seized me by the hand 
and said, "Adieu, dear Werther!" Dear Werther!— It 
was the first time she ever called me dear ; the sound sunk 
deep into my heart. I have repeated it a himdred times, 
and yesterday night, on going to bed, and talking to myself 
of various tilings, I suddenly said, '' Good night, dear 
Werther ! " I recollected myself and laughed. 



November 22nd, 
I cannot pray for strength to renounce her, for she seems 
to belong to me. I cannot pray that she may be given to 
me, for she is the property of another. In this way I affect 
mirth over my troubles, and if I had time, I could compose 
a whole litany of antitheses. 



November 24/A. 
She is sensible of my sufferings. This morning her look 
pierced my very souL I found her alone, and she was silent ; 
she steadfastly surveyed me. I no longer saw in her face 
the charms of beauty or the fire of genius — ^these had 
disappeared. But I was affected by an expression much 
more touching— a look of the deepest sympathy and of the 
softest pity. Why was I afraid to throw myself at her feet ? 
Why did I not dare to take her in my arms, and answer her 
by a thousand kisses ? She had. recourse to her piano for 
relief, and in a low and sweet voice accompanied the music 
witb delicious sounds. Her lips never appeared so lovely ; 
they seemed but just to open that they might imbibe the 
sweet tones which issued from the instrument, and return the 
lieavenly vibration from her lovely mouth. Oh! who can 
express my sensations? I was quite overcome, and bending 

T 
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down, pTonoimeed this vow : '' Beautiful lips, which the 
angels guard, never will I seek to profeue your purity with 

a kiss." And yet my friend, O, I wish but my heart is 

darkened by doubt and iudecisioiv— could I but taste felicity 
and then die to expiate the sin. What sin ? 

Novmnber 26/A. 
Oftentimes I say to myself^ ^ Thou alone art wretched; aU 
other mortals are happy — ^none are distressed like thee ! Then 
I read a passage in an ancient poet, and I seem to under- 
stand my own heart. I have so much to endure ! Have 
men before me ever been so wretched ? 



November 30^. 

I shall never be myself again! Wherever I go, some 
fatality occurs to distract me. Even to day— alas, fsa our 
destiny ! alas, for human nature ! 

About dinner-time I went to walk by the river side, for I 
had no appetite. Everything around seemed glooiny; a cold 
and damp easterly wind blew from the mountains, and black 
heavy clouds spread over the plain. I observed a man at a 
distance in a tattered coat ; he was wandering among the 
rocks, and jseemed to be looking for plants. When I ap- 
proached, he turned round at the noise, and I saw that he 
had an interesting countenance, in which a settled melan- 
choly, strongly marked by benevolence, formed the principal 
feature. His long black hair was divided, and flowed over 
his shoulders. As his garb betokened a person of the lower 
order, I thought he would not take it ill if I inquired about 
his business, and I therefore asked what he was seeking 
for. He replied, with a deep sigh, that he was looking 
for flowers and could find none. *' But it is not the sea- 
son/^ I observed, with a smile. '' Oh, there are so many 
flowers,'' he answered, as he came nearer to me. '^ In my 
garden, there are roses and honeysuckles of two sorts: one 
sort was given to me by my father ; they grow as plentifully 
as weeds ; I have been looking for them Ihese two days and 
cannot And them. There are flowers above there, yellow, 
blue, and red, and that centaury has a very pretty blossom ; 
but I can And none of them.'' I observed his peculiarity, 
and therefore asked him, with an air of indifference, what 
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he intended to do with his flowers. A strange smile over- 
spread his countenance. Holding his finger to his mouth, he 
expressed a hope that I would not betray him, and he then 
informed me that he had promised to gather a nosegay for 
his mistress. " That is rig^t," said I. " O," he replied, 
" she possesses many other things as well ; she is very rich.*' 
'^ And yet," I continued, " she likes your nosegays." " O, 
she has jewels and crowns !" he exclaimed. I asked who she 
was. ^* If the States-General would but pay me," he added, 
*^ I should be quite another man. Alas ! there was a time 

when I was so happy, but that is past, and I am now .*^ 

He raised his swimming eyes to Heaven. " And you were 
happy once?" I observed. " Ah, would I were so still !" was 
his reply. '^ I was then as gay and contented as a man can 
be." An old woman, who was coming towards us, now 
called out, " Henry, Henry ! where are you ? We have been 
looking for you everywhere : come to dmner." " Is he your 
son ?" I inquired, as I went towards her. " Yes," she said, 
" he is my poor, unfortunate son. The Lord has sent me a 
heavy aMiction." I asked whether he had been long in this 
state. She answered, ''He has been as calm as he is at 
present for about six months. I th^k Heaven that he is so 
far recovered ; he was for one whole year quite raving, and 
chained down in a madhouse. Now he injures no one, but 
talks of nothing else than kings and queens. He used to be 
a very, good, quiet youth, and helped to maintain me ; he 
vnrote a very fine hand ; but all at once he became melancholy, 
vas seized with a violent fever, grew distracted, and is now 
as you see. If I were only to tell you, sir " I inter- 
rupted her by asking what period it was in which he boasted 
of having been so happy. " Poor boy !" she exclaimed, with 
a smile of compassion, "he means the time when he was 
completely deranged — a time he never ceases to regret — 
when he was in the madhouse, and unconscious of every- 
thing." I was thunderstruck : I placed a piece of money in 
her handy and hastened away. 

*' You were happy !" I exclaimed, as I returned quickly to 
the town — *' as gay and contented as a man can be !" God 
of Heaven ! and is this the destiny of man ? Is he only 
happy before he has acquired his reason, or after he has lost 
it ! Unfortunate being ! and yet I envy your fate— I envy the 

Y 2 
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delusion to which you are a victim.- You go forth with joy 
to gather flowers for your princess — in winter — and grieve 
when you can find none, and cannot understand why they do 
not grow. But I wander forth without joy, without hope, 
without design, and I return as I came. You fancy what a 
man you would be if the States-General paid you. Happy 
mortal, who can ascribe your wretchedness to an earthly 
cause ! You do not know, you do not feel, that in your own 
distracted heart, and disordered brain, dwells the source of 
that unhappiness, which all the potentates on earth cannot 
relieve. 

Let that man die unconsoled who can deride the invalid 
for undertaking a journey to distant healthfid springs, where 
he often finds only a heavier disease and a mcrre painful death, 
or who can exult over the despairing mind of a sinner, who 
to obtain peace of conscience and an alleviation of misery^ 
makes a pilgrimage to the Holy Sepulchre ! Each laborious 
step which galls his wounded feet in rough and \mtrodden 
paths pours a drop of balm into his troubled soul, and the 
journey of many a weary day brings a nightly relief to his 
anguished heart. "Will you dare call this enthusiasm, ye 
crowd of pompous declaimers ? Enthusiasm ! O God ! thou 
seest my tears. Thou hast allotted us oui* portion of misery; 
must we also have brethren to persecute us, to deprive us of 
our consolation, of our trust in thee, and in thy love and 
mercy, For our trust in the virtue of the healing root, or in 
the strength of the vine, what is it else than a belief in thee, 
from whom all that surrounds us derives its healing and re- 
storing powers. Father, whom I know not — who wert once 
wont to fill my soul, but who now hidest thy face from me — 
call me back to thee ; be silent no longer ; thy silence shall 
hot delay a soul which thirsts after thee. What man, what 
father, could be angry with a son for returning to him sud- 
denly, for falling on his neck, and exclaiming, '' I am here 
again, my father ! forgive me if I have anticipated my jour- 
ney, and returned before the appointed time ! The world is 
everywhere the same — a scene of labour and of pain, of plea- 
sure and reward ; but what does it all avail ? I am happy 
only where thou art ; and in thy presence am I content to 
suffer or enjoy. And wouldst thou, heavenly Father, banish 
such a child from thy presence ? 
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Decemher \st 
Wilbelin, the man about whom I wrote to you— -that man 
so enviable in his misfortunes — ^was secretary to Charlotte's 
&ther, and an unhappy passion for her which he cherished, 
concealed, and at length discovered, caused him to be dis- 
missed firom his situation. This made him mad. Think, 
whilst you peruse this plain narration, what an impression the 
circumstance has made upon me. But it was related to me 
by Albert, with as much calmness, as you will probably 
peruse it 



December 4 th, 
I implore your attention. It is all over with me. I can 
• support this state no loDger! To-day I was sitting by 
Charlotte. She was playing upon her piano a succession 
of delightful melodies, with such intense expression ! Her 
little sister was dressing her doll upon my lap. The tears 
came into my eyes. I leaned down, and looked mtently at her 
wedding ring — my tears fell— immediately she began to play 
that favourite, that divine air, which has so often enchanted 
me. I felt comfort from a recollection of the past, of those 
bygone days when that air was familiar to me, and then I 
recalled all the sorrows and the disappointments which I had 
since endured. I paced with hasty strides through the room ; 
my heart became convulsed with painful emotions. At length 
I went up to her, and with eagerness exclaimed, " For Heaven's 
sake, play that air no longer." She stopped, and looked 
steadfastly at me. She then said, with a smile, which sunk 
deep into my heart, " Werther, you are ill ; your dearest food 
is distasteful to you. But go, I entreat you, and endeavour 
to compose yourself." I tore myself away. God, thou seest 
my torments, and wilt end them ! 



December 6th. 
How her image haunts me ! Waking or asleep, she fills 
my entire soul ! Soon as I close my eyes— here— in my brain, 
where all the nerves of vision are concentrated, her dark eyes 
are imprinted. Here — I do not know how to describe it — but 
if I shut my eyes, hers are immediately before me ; dark as 
an abyss, they open upon me, and absorb my senses. 
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And what is man — ^that boasted demigod? Do not Ms 
powers fail when he most requires their use ? A»d whether 
he soar in joy or sink in sorrow, is not his career in both in- 
evitably arrested? and whilst he fondly dreams that he is 
grasping at infinity, does he not feel compelled to return to a 
consciousness of his cold, monotonous existence ? 



THE EDITOR TO THE READER. 

It is a matter of extreme regret that we want original 
evidence of the last remarkable days of our friend, and we ara,t 
therefore, obliged to interrupt the -progress of his corre^ond- 
ence, and to supply the deficiency by a, connected narration. 

I laave felt it my duty to collect accurate information from 
the mouths of persons well acqnsunted with his history. The 
story is simple ; and all the accounts agree, except in some 
unimportant particulars. It is true that, with respect to the 
characters of the persons spoken o^ opinions and ja%ments 
vary. 

We have ooly then to relate conscienciously the facts 
which our diligent labour has enabled us to ooll£ct,to give 
the letters of the deceased, and to pay particular attention to 
the slightest fragment from his pen, more especially as it is so 
di£cult to discover the real and correct motives of men who 
axe not of the common order. 

Sorrow and discontent had taken deep root in Werther's 
soul, and gradually imparted thdr character to his wbole 
being. The harmony of his mind became completely dis- 
turbed ; a perpetual excitement and mental irritation, which 
weakened his natural powers, produced the saddest efiects 
upon him, and rendered him at 4ength the victim of an ex- 
haustion against which he struggled, with still more painful 
efibrts than he had displayed, even in x^ontending with his 
other misfortttoes. fiis mental anxiety weakened his Tarions 
good qualities, and he was soon converted into u gloomy 
companion — always nnhappy and unjust in Ms ideas, t^ more 
wretched he became. This was ^t least the opinion of Aibert'fi 
friends. They asseit, moreover, that the duuracter of Albert 
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himself had undergone no change in the mean time ; he yms 
etili the same being whom Werther had loved, honoured, and 
respected from the commencement. His love for Charlotte was 
xmbounded ; he was proud of her, and desired that she should 
be recognised by every one as the noblest of created beings. 
Was he, however, to blame for wishing to avert from her every 
appearance of suspicion, or for his im willingness to share his 
rich prize with another, even for a moment, and in the most 
innocent manner ? It is asserted that Albert frequently retired 
^om his wife's apartment during Werther's visits ; but this 
did not arise from hatred or aversion to his friend, but only 
:from a feeling that his presence was oppressive to Werther. 

Charlotte's father, who was confined to the house by indis- 
position, was accustomed to send his carriage for her, that she 
might take excursions in the neighbourhood. One day the 
weather liad been xmusually severe, and the whole country 
was covered with snow. 

Werther went for Charlotte the following morning, in order 
that, if Albert were absent, he might conduct her home. 

The beautiful weather produced but little impression upon 
his troubled spirit. A heavy weight lay upon his soul, deep 
melancholy had taken possession of him, and his mind knew 
no change save from one painful thought to another. 

As he now never enjoyed internal peace, the condition 
■of his fellow-creatures was to him a perpetual source of trou- 
ble and distress. He believed he had interrupted the hap- 
piness of Albert and his wife, and whilst he censured him- 
self strongly for this, he began to entertain a secret dislike to 
.Albert. 

His thoughts were directed occasionally to this point. 
^Yes," he would repeat to himself, with ill-concealed dis- 
satisfaction—'^ yes, this is, after all the extent of that confid- 
ing, dear, tender, and sympathetic love, that calm and eternal 
lfi£lity! What do I behold but satiety and indifference? 
Does not every frivolous engagement attract him, more than 
his charming and lovely wife ? Does he know how to prize 
.his happiness ? Can he value her as she deserves ? He pos- 
-iSesses her, it is tme-^I know that, as I know much more-— 
tmd I have become accustomed to the thought, that he will 
^ive me mad, or, perhaps, murder me. Is his friendship 
tiowards me unimpaired ? Does he not view my attachment 
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to Charlotte as an infringement upon his rights, and consider 
my attention to her as a silent rebuke to himself.? I know, 
and indeed feel, that he dislikes me — ^that he wishes for my 
absence— that my presence is hateful to him." 

He often paused on his way to visit Oharlotte, stood 
doubtingly stiU, and seemed desirous of retumii^, but he 
nevertheless proceeded; and, engaged in such thoughts and 
soliloquies as we have described, he finally reached the 
hunting-lodge with a sort of involuntary consent. 

Upon one occasion he entered the house, and inquiring for 
Charlotte, he observed that the inmates were in unusual 
confusion. The eldest boy informed him that a dreadful 
misfortune had occurred at Walheim — that a peasant had 
been murdered ! But this made little impression upon him. 
Entering the apartment, he found Charlotte engaged reason- 
ing with her faUier, who, in spite of his infirmity, insisted on 
going to the scene of the crime, in order to instinute au 
inquiry. The criminal was unknown, — the victim had been 
found dead at his own door, that morning. Suspicions were 
excited ; the murdered man had been in the service of a 
widow, and the person who had previously filled the situation 
had been dismissed from her employment. 

As soon as Werther heard this, he exclaimed with great 
excitement, " Is it possible ! I must go to the spot — ^I can- 
not delay a moment!'* He hastened to Walheim; every 
incident returned vividly to his remembrance — and he enter- 
tained not the slightest doubt that that man was the murderer 
to whom he had so often spoken, and for whom he entertained 
so much regard. His way took him past the well-known 
lime-trees, to the house where the body had been carried, 
and his feelings were greatly excited at the sight of the fondly 
recollected spot. That threshhold where the neighbours' 
children had so often played together, was stained witJ^ blood; 
love and attachment, the noblest feelings of human nature, 
had been converted into violence and murder. The huge 
trees around were bare and leafless ; the beautiful hedgerows 
which surrounded the old churchyard-wall were withered, 
and the grave-stones, half covered with snow, were visible 
through the openings. 

As he approached the little inn, near to which the whole 
village was assembled, there suddenly arose a wild cry. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE SOBBOWS OP T0U170 WEHPHEB. 329 

A troop of armed peasants was seen approaching, and a 
p:eneral shout arose that the criminal had been apprehended. 
Werther looked, and was not long in doubt. The prisoner 
was no other than the servant, who had been formerly so 
attached to the widow, and whom he had met prowHng about, 
with that suppressed anger and ill-concealed despair which 
we have before described. 

'* What have you done, unfortunate man?** inquired Wer- 
ther, as he advanced towards the prisoner. The latter turned 
his eyes upon him in silence, and then replied with perfect 
composure, *' No one will now marry her, and she will marry 
no one." The prisoner was secured in the inn, and Werther 
left the place. 

The mind of Werther was fearfully excited by this shock- 
ing occurrence. He ceased, however, to be oppressed by 
his usual feeling of melancholy, moroseness, and indifference 
to everything that passed around him. He entertained a 
strong degree of pity for the prisoner, and was sieized with an 
indescribable anxiety to save him from his impending fate. 
He^ considered him so unfortunate, he deemed his crime so 
excusable, and thought his own condition so nearly similar, 
that he felt convinced he could make every one else view 
the matter in the Hght in which he saw it himself. He now 
became anxious to imdertake his defence, and commenced 
composing an eloquent speech for the occasion, and on his 
way to the hunting.lodge, he could not refrain from speaking, 
aloud the statement which he resolved to make to the Judge. 

Upon his arrival, he found Albert had been before him, 
and he was a little perplexed by this meeting; but he soon 
recovered himself, and expressed his opinion with much 
warmth to the Judge. The latter shook his head doubtingly ; 
and although Werther urged his case with the utmost zeal, 
feeling, and determination in defence of his client, yet, 
as we may easily suppose, the Judge was not much influenced 
by his appeal. On the contrary, he interrupted him in his 
address, reasoned with him seriously, and even administered 
a rebuke to him for becoming the advocate of a murderer : 
He demonstrated that, according to this precedent, every law 
might be violated, and the public security utterly destroyed. 
He added, moreover, that in such a case he could himself do 
nothing, without incurring the greatest responsibility ; that 
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everything: nrast follow m the umml course, and pursue the 
ordinary ehaimel. 

Werther, however, did not abandon his enterprise, and 
even besought the Judge to connive at the flight of the 
prisoner. But this proposal was peremptorily rejected. 
Albert, who had taken some part in the discussion, coincided 
in opinion with the Judge. At this Werther became enraged, 
and took his leave in great anger, after the Judge had more 
than once assured him that the prisoner could not be saved! 

The excess of his grief at iMs assurance may be inferred 
from a note we have found amongst his papers, and which 
was doubtless written i^>on this very occasion. 



"Unhappy being! you cannot be saved! .1 see clearly 
that we cannot, be saved !" 



Werther was highly incensed at the observations which 
Albert had made to the Judge in this matter of the prisoner. 
He thought he could detect therein a little bitterness towards 
himself personally ; and although, upon reflection, it could 
not escape his sound judgment that their view of the matter 
was correct, he felt the greatest possible reluctance to make 
such an admission. 

A memorandum of Werther's upon this point, expressive 
of his general feelings towards Albert^ has been foumd 
amongst his papers. 

"What is the use of my continually repeating that he is a 
good and estimable man ? He is an inward torment to me— 
and I am incapable of being just towards him." 



One fine evening in winter, when the weather wemed 
inclined to thaw, Charlotte and Albert were returning home 
togethier. The former 'looked from time to time about her, as 
if she missed Werther's eompauy. Albert began to speak of 
him, and censured him for his prejudices. He alluded to his 
unfortunate, attachment, and wished it were possible to dis- 
continue his acquaintance. " I desire it on our own account^" 
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be added, ** and I request you "will compel Mm to alter his 
deportment towards you, and to mit you less frequently. 
The world is censorious, and I know that here and there we 
are spoken of.'' Charlotte made no reply, and Albert 
seemed to feel her silence. At least, from that time, he never 
again spoke of Werther, and when she introduced the subject, 
he allowed the conversation to die away, or else he directed 
the discourse into another channel. 

The vain attempt which Werther had made to save the 
unhappy murderer was the last feeble glimmering of a flame 
about to be extinguished. He sank almost immediately after- 
wards iuto a state of gloom and inactivity, until he was at 
length brought to perfect distraction by learning that he was 
to be summoned as a witness against the prisoner, who 
asserted his complete innocence. 

His mind now became oppressed by the recollection of 
every misfortune of his past Hfe. The mortification he had 
suffered at the Ambassador's, and his subsequent troubles, 
were revived in his memory. He became utterly inactive. 
Destitute of energy, he was cut off from every pursuit and 
occupation which compose the business of common life, and 
he became a victim to his own susceptibility, and to his rest- 
less passion for the most amiable and beloved of women, whose 
peace he destroyed. In this unvarying monotony of existence 
his days were consumed, and his powers became exhausted 
without sum or design, until fhey brought him to a sorrowfol 
end. 

A few letters which he left behind, and which we here 
subjoin, afford the best proofs of his anxiety of mind and of 
the depth of his passion, as well as of his doubts and struggles 
and of his weariness of life. 



December 12th. 
Dear Wilhelm! I am reduced to the condition of those 
Unfortunate wretches who believe they are pursued by an 
evil spirit. Sometimes I am oppressed — ^not by apprehension 
or fear — but by an inexpressible internal sensation, which 
weighs upon my heart and impedes my breath! Then I 
wander forth at night, even in this tempestuous season, and 
feel pleasure in surveying .the dreadful scenes around me. 
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Yesterday evening I went forth. A rapid thaw had sud- 
denly set in ; I had been informed that the river had risen, 
that the brooks had all overflowed their banks, and that the 
whole vale of Walheim was under water ! Upon the stroke 
of twelve I hastened forth. I beheld a fearful sight. The 
foaming torrents rolled from the mountains in the moonlight, 
— ^fields and meadows, trees and hedges, were confounded 
together, and the entire valley was converted into a deep 
lake, which was agitated . by the roaring wind ! And when 
the moon shone forth and tinged the black clouds with silver, 
and the impetuous torrent at my feet foamed and resounded 
with awful and grand impetuosity, I was overcome by a 
mingled sensation of apprehension and delight. - With ex- 
tended arms I looked down into the yawning abyss and cried 
"Plunge!" For a moment my senses forsook me, in the 
intense delight of ending my sorrows and my sufferings by a 
plunge into that gulph ! And then I felt as if I were rooted 
to the earth, and incapable of seeking an end to my woes ! 
But my hour is not yet come ; I feel it is not. O Wilhelm, 
how willingly could I abandon my existence to ride the 
whirlwind or to embrace the torrent! and then might not 
rapture perchance be the portion of this liberated soul ? 

I turned my sorrowful eyes towards a favourite spot, where 
I was accustomed^ to sit with Charlotte beneath a willow, 
after a fiitiguing Valk. Alas! it was "covered with water, 
and with difficulty I found even the meadow. And the fields 
around the hunting-lodge, thought I ! — ^has our dear bower 
been destroyed by this unpitying storm? And a beam of 
past happiness streamed upon me, as the mind of a captive 
is illumined by dreams of flocks and herds and bygone jo3^ 
of home ! But I am free from blame. I have courage to 

die ! Perhaps I have ^but I still sit here, like a wretched 

pauper who collects faggots and begs her bread from door to 
door, that she may prolong for a few days a miserable exist- 
ence, which she is willing to resign. 



December \bth. 
What is the matter with me, dear Wilhelm ? I am afraicl 
of myself ! Is not my love for her of the purest, most holy, 
and most brotherly nature ? Has my soid ever been sullied 
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by a single sensual desire— ^but I will make no protestations. 
And now, ye nightly visions, how truly have those mortals 
understood you, who ascribe your various contradictory effects 
to some invincible power! This night — I tremble at the 
avowal — I held her in my arms, locked in a close embrace; I 
pressed her to my bosom, and covered with countless kisses, 
those dear lips, which murmured in reply soft protestations of 
love. My sight became confused by the delicious intoxication 
of her eyes. Heavens ! is it sinful to revel c^ain in such 
happiness, to recall once more those rapturous moments with 
intense delight? Charlotte! Charlotte! I am lost! My 
senses are bewildered, my recollection is confused, mine eyes 
are bathed in tears— *I am ill, and yet I am well — I wish for 
nothing — I have no desires — it were better I were gone ! 

Under the circumstances narrated above, a determination 
to quit this world had now taken fixed possession of Wer* 
ther's soul. Since Charlotte's return, this thought had been 
the final object of all his hopes and wishes; but he had 
resolved that such a step should not be taken with precipita- 
tion, but with calmness and tranquillity, and with the most 
perfect deliberation. 

His doubts and internal struggles may be understood from 
the following fragment, which was found without any date, 
amongst his papers, and appears to have forlned the beginning 
of a letter to Wilhelm. 



" Her presence, her fate, her sympathy for me, have power 
still to extract tears from my withered brain. 

" One lifts up the curtain, and passes to the other side, — 
that is all ! And why all these doubts and delays ? Because 
we know not what is behind — ^because there is no returning— 
and because our mind infers that all is darkness and con- 
fusion, ^ere we have nothing but uncertainty." 

His appearance at length became quite altered by the eflfect 
of his melancholy thoughts, and his resolution was.now finally 
and irrevocably taken, of which the following ambiguous 
letter, which he addressed to his friend, may appear to afford 
some proof. 
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December 20th. 
I am grateful to your loTe, Wilbelm, for having repeated 
jour advice so seasonably. Yes, you are right ; it is undoubt- 
edly better that I should depart! But I do not entirely 
approve your scheme of returning at once to your neighbour- 
hood ; at least, I should like to make a little excursion on 
the way, particularly as we may now expect a continued frost, 
and consequently good roads. I am much pleased with your 
intention of coming to fetch me, only delay your journey for 
a fortnight, and wait for another letter from me. One should 
gather nothing before it is ripe, and a fortnight sooner or 
later makes a great difference. Entreat my mother to pray 
for her son, and tell her I beg her pard(»a £[>r all the unhap- 
piness I have occasioned her. It has ever been my fate to 
give pain to those whose happiness I should have promoted. 
Adieu, my dearest friend! May every blessing of Heaven 
attend you I Farewell. 



We find it difficult to express the emotions vrith which 
Charlotte's soul was agitated during the whole of this time, 
whether in relation to her husband or to her unfortunate 
friend, although we are enabled, by our knowledge of her 
character, to understand their nature. 

It is certain that she had formed a determination, by eyery 
means in her power, to keep Werther at a distance ; and if 
she hesitated in her decision, it was from a sincere feeling of 
friendly pity, knowing how much it would cost him— -indeed, 
that he would find it almost impossible to comply with her 
wishes. But various causes now urged her to be firm. Her 
husband preserved a strict silence about the whole matter, 
and she never made it a subject of conversation, feeling bound 
to prove to him by her conduct that her sentiments agreed 
with his. 

The same day, which waa the Sunday before Christmas, 
after Werther had written the last-mentioned letter to his 
friendy he came in the evening to Charlotte's house, and 
found her alone. She was busy preparing some little gifts 
for her brothers and sisters, which were to be distributed to 
them on Christmas Day. He began talking of the delight of 
the children^ and of that age when the sudden appearance of 
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the Christmas-tree, decorated with fruit and sweetmeats, 
and lighted np with wax candles^ causes such transports of 
joy. '* You shall have a gift» too, if you behave well," said 
Charlotte, hiding her embarrassment under a sweet smile. 
*^ And what do you call behaving well? What should I do 
— what can I do ; my dear Charlotte,' ' said he. 't Thursday 
night," she answered, ^' is Christmas Eve ; the children are 
all to be here, and my &ther, too : there is a present for 
each; — do you come likewise, but do not come before that 
time." Werther started. " I desire you will not — it must 
be so," she continued. '* I ask it of you as a favour — for my 
own peace and tranquillity. We cannot go on in this manner 
any longer." He turned away his face, walked hastily up 
and down the room, muttering indistinctly, '' We cannot go 
on in this manner any longer !" Charlotte, seeing the violent 
agitation into which these words had thrown him, endea* 
voured to divert his thoughts by different questions, but in 
vain. "No, Charlotte!" he exclaimed: "I will never see 
you any more." "And why so?" she answered; " we may 
— ^we must see each other {^ain, only let it be with more 
discretion. O, why were you bom with that excessive, that 
ungovernable passion for everything that is dear to you ? " 
Then, taking his hand, she said, " I entreat of you to be 
more calm ; your talents, your imderstanding, your genius, 
will furnish you with a thousand resources. Be a man, and 
conquer an unhappy attachment towards a creature who can 
do nothing but pity you." He bit his lips, and looked at 
her with a gloomy countenance* She continued to hold his 
hand. ''Grant me but a moment's patience, Werther," she 
said; " do yoti not see that you are deceiving yourself, — ^that 
you are seeking youi own destruction ? Why must you love 
me — ^me only, who belong to another? I fear, I much fear, 
that it is only the impossibility of possessing me which 
makes your desire for me so strong." He drew back his 
hand, whilst he surveyed her with a wild and angry look. 
"'Tiswell," he exclaimed, " 'tis very well; did not Albert 
furnish you with this reflection ? — ^it is profound, a very pro- 
found remark." " A reflection that any one n^ight easily 
make," she answered ; " and is there not a woman in the 
whole world, who is at liberty, and has the power to make 
you happy ? Conquer yourself; look for such a being, and 
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believe me when I say that you will certainly find her. I have 
long felt for you, and for us all ; you have confined yourself 
too long within the limits of too narrow a circle. Conquer 
yourself; make an effort, a short journey will be of service 
to you. Seek and find an object worthy of your love ; then 
return hither, and let us enjoy together all the happiness of 
the most perfect friendship." 

" This speech," replied Werther, with a cold smile — *' this 
speech should be printed, for the benefit of all teachers. My 
dear Charlotte, allow me but a short time longer, and all will 
be well." " But, however, Werther," she added, " do not 
come again before Christmas." He was about to make some 
answer, when Albert came in. They saluted each other 
coldly, and with mutual embarrassment paced up and down 
the room. Werther made some common remarks; Albei-t 
did the same ; and their conversation soon dropped. Albert 
asked his wife about some household matters, and finding 
that his commissions were not executed, he used some ex- 
pressions which, to Werther's ear, savoured of extreme 
harshness. He wished to go, but had not power to move ; 
and in this situation he remained till eight o'clock, his un- 
easiness and discontent continually increasing. At length the 
cloth was laid for supper, and he took up his hat and stick. 
Albert invited him to remain, but Werther, fancying that he 
was merely paying a formal compliment, thanked him coldly, 
and left the house. 

Werther returned home, took the candle from his servant, 
and retired to his room alone. He talked for some time 
with great earnestness to himself, wept aloud, walked in a 
state of great excitement through his chamber, till at 
length, without imdressing, he threw himself on the bed, 
where he was found by his servant at eleven o'clock, when 
the latter ventured to enter the room and take off his boots. 
Werther did not prevent him, but forbade him to come in 
the morning till he should ring. 

On Monday morning, the 21st of December, he wrote the 
following letter to Charlotte, which was found, sealed, on 
his bureau, after his death, and was given to her. I shall 
insert it in fragments, as it appears, from several circum- 
stances, to have been written in that manner. 
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^ It is all over, Charlotte, I am resolred to die ! I make 
this declaratioQ deliberately and coolly, without any romantic 
passion, on this morning of the day when I am to see you for 
the last time. At the moment you read these lines, O best of 
women ! the cold grave will hold the inanimate remains of 
that restless and unhappy being who, in the last moments of 
his existence, knew no pleasure so great as that of conversing 
Tvith you. I have passed a dreadful night, or rather let me 
say, a propitious one, for it has given me resolution— -it has 
fixed my purpose. I am resolved to die. When I tore myself 
from you yesterday, my senses were in tumult and disorder ; 
my heart was oppressed, hope and pleasure had fled from me 
for ever, and a petrifying cold had seized my wretched 
being. I could scarcely reach my room. I threw myself on 
my knees, and Heaven, for the last time, granted me the 
consolation of shedding tears. A thousand ideas, a thousand 
schemes arose within my soul ; till at length one last, fixed, 
final thought took possession of my heart. It was to die. I 
lay down to rest, and in the morning — ^in the quiet hour of 
awakening, the same determination was upon me. To die ! 
It is not despair^— it is conviction that I have filled up the 
measure of my sufiTerings— -that I have reached my appointed 
term, and tnat I must sacrifice myself for thee. Yes, 
Charlotte, why should I not avow it? One of us three 
mustdie— it shall be Werther. O beloved Charlotte! this 
lieart, excited by rage and fury, has often conceived the 
horrid idea of murdering your husband — ^you — myself. The 
lo^ at length is cast ! And in the bright, quiet evenings of 
summer, when you sometimes wander towards the mountains, 
let your thoughts then turn to me ; recollect how often you 
have watched me coming to meet you from the valley — ^then 
bend your eyes upon the churchyard, which contains my 
grave, and by the light of the setting sun, mark how the 
evening breeze waves the tall grass which grows above my 
tomb. I was calm when I began this letter, but the recol- 
lection of these scenes makes me weep like a child." 



About ten in the morning, Werther called his servant, and 
whilst he was dressing, told him that in a few days he intended 
to set out upon a journey, and bade him therefore lay his 

z 
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clothes in order, and pr^are them for packing up, call in 
all his aeeoimts, fetch home the books he had l^t, and give 
two months' pay to the poor dependents who-were accustomed 
to receiye frmn him a weekl j allowance. 

He breakfiisted in his room, and then monnted his hone, 
and went to visit the steward, who however was not at home. 
He walked pensively in the garden, and seemed anxious to 
renew all the ideas that w^rare most painful to him. 

The children did not suffer him to remain long alone. 
They followed him, skipping and dancing before him, and told 
him that after to-morrow — and to-morrow— and one day more, 
they were to receive their Christmas gift from Charlotte ; and 
they then recounted liie all wonders of which they had firmed 
ideas in their little imaginations. ** To-morrow — ^and to- 
morrow," said he—" and one day more !" — and he kissed them 
tenderly. He was going — ^but the younger boy stopped him, 
to whisper something in his ear. He told him that his elder 
In'others had written splendid New- Year's wishes — so large I — 
one for papa, and another for Albert and Charlotte, and one 
for Werther, and they were to be presented early in the 
morning on New-Yeaz^s Day. This quite overcame him ; he 
made each of the children a present, moimted hk horse, left 
his compliments for papa and mamma, and, with tears in his 
eyes, rode away from ike place. 

He returned home about five o'clock, ordered hir servant to 
keep up his fire, desired him to pack his books and linen at 
the bottom of the trunk, and to place his coats at the top. ' 
He then appears to have made 4he following additiKm to tis 
letter to Charlotte. 



" You do not expect me. You think I will obey you, and 
not visit you again till Christmas Eve. O Charlotte, to-day or 
never ! On Christmas Eve you will hold this paper in your 
hand ; you will tremble, and moisten it with your tears. I 
will — I must ! Oh, how happy I feel to be det«*mined !" 

In the meantime Charlotte was in a pitiable state of mind. 
After her last conversation with Werther, she found how 
painful it would be to herself to decline his visits, and knew 
how severely he would suffer from their separation. 

She had mentioned casually, in conversation with Albert, 
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tbat Werl^er would not return before ChxistmaB Ere; and 
soon afterwards, Albert rode over to a person in the neighbour- 
hood, with whom he had some bnsinesa to transact, whiefa 
would detain him from home all nipfht 

Charlotte was sitting alone. None of her faBolj were 
sear, and she abandoned herself to the reflectiom which 
wSfft^ took possession of her mind. She was etemally 
xmited to a husband whose loTe and fidelity she had proved, 
to whom she was heartily devoted, and who seemed to be a 
special gift from Heaven to insure her happiness. On the 
other himd, Werther had beeome dear to her; from the very 
-BnA, hour of their acquaintance,, there was a cordial unanimity 
ef sentiment between them, and their long association and 
repeated interviews had made an indelible impression upon 
her heart. She had been aeciEStomed to commnnicate to him 
every thought and feeling which interested her, and his 
absence threatened to open a yoid in her existence which it 
might be impossible to fill. How heartily she wished that she 
might convert him into a brother — ^that she could induce him to 
marry one of her own friends— or that she eoold re-establish 
}a» intimacy with Albert. 

She passed all her intimate friend in review before her 
mind, but found something objectionable in eaeh, and could 
•decide upon none to whom she would cousent to give him. 

Amid all these eonsiderations she felt deeply but indistinctly 
that her own real but unexpressed wish was to retain him for 
lierself ; and her pure and amiable heart felt from this thought 
a sense of oppression which seemed to forbid a prospect of 
happiness. She was wretched — a dark cloud obscured her 
mental vision. 

It was now half-past six o'clock, and she heard Werther's 
step upcm the stairs ; she immediately recognised his voice, 
inquiring if she was at home. Her heart beat audibly — ^we 
oovild almost say for the first time — at his arrival. It was too 
late to d«iy herself, and, as he entered, ^te exclaimed, with a 
sort of iU-coneealed confusion^ " You have not kept your 
word." •' I did not promise anything," he answered. " But 
you should have complied at least for my sake,'* i^e con- 
tcMied. •* I implore it of you, for both oorlsalBes." 

I^e scarcely knew what she said or what she did, and 
seat Ibr some one of her female friends, that she might 

z 2 
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not be left alone with Werthar. He placed some books down, 
which he had brought with him, then made inquiries about 
some others, until she began to hope that her friends might 
shortly arrive, entertaining at the same time a desire ^t 
they might remain away. 

At one moment she felt anxious that the servant should 
remain in the adjoining room, then she wished differently. 
Werther meanwhile walked impatiently backwards and for- 
wards. She went to the piano, and determined not to retire. 
She then collected her thoughts and sat down quietly at 
Werther's side, who had taken his usual place upon the sofa. 

" Have you brought nothing to read?" she inquired. He 
had nothing. " There in my drawer," she continued ; "yon 
will find your own translation of some of the songs of Ossian. I 
have not yet read them, as I have still hoped to hear you recite 
them ; but for some time past I have not been able to accomplish 
such a wish." He smiled, and went to fetch the manuscript, 
and with a shudder he took it up. He sat down, and with 
eyes swimming in tears, he began to read. 

'' Star of descending night! £ur is thy light in the west 1 
thou liftest thy unshorn head from thy cloud ; thy steps are 
stately on tl^ hill. What dost thou behold in the plain ? 
The stormy winds are laid. The murmur of the torrent comes, 
from afar. Eoaring waves climb the distant rock. The fiiea 
of evening are on their feeble wings ; the hum of their 
course is on the field. What dost thou behold, fair light ? 
But thou dost snule and depart. The waves come with joy 
aroimd thee: they bathe thy lovely hair. Farewell, thou 
silent beam ! Let the light of Ossian's soul arise. 

^* And it does arise in its strength. I behold my departing^ 
friends. Their gathering is on Lora, as in the days of other 
years. Fingal comes like a watery column of mist: his 
heroes are around s and see the bsurds of song, grey-haired 
XJullin ! stately Rhyno ! Alpin with the tuneful voice ! the 
soft complaint of Minona ! How are ye changed, my friends^ 
since the days of Selma's feast ! when we contended like galea 
of spring as they fly along the hill, and bend by turns the 
feebly- whistliug grass. 

^' Minona came forth in her beauty with downcast loolc 
and tearful eye. Her hair flew slowly on the blast that 
rushed unfrequent from the hill. The souls of the heroes 
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were sad when she raised the tuneful voice. Oft had she 
seen the grave of Salgar, the dark dweUing of white-bosomed 
Colma. Cobna left alone on the hill with all her voice of 
song ! Salgar promised to come : but the night descended 
around. Hear the voice of Colma, when she sat alone on 
the hill! 

" Colma. It is night ; I am alone, forlorn on the hill of 
storms. The wind is heard on the mountain. The torrent 
pours down from the rock. No hut receives me fiom the 
rain : forlorn on the hill of winds ! 

*' Else moon ! from.behind thy clouds. Stars of the night, 
arise! Lead me, some light, to the place where my love 
rests from the chase alone ! His bow near him unstrung, his 
dogs panting around him ! But here I must sit alone by the 
rock of the mossy stream. The stream and the wind roar 
aloud. I hear not the voice of my love ! Why delays my 
Salgar ; why the chief of the hill his promise ? Here is the 
rock and here the tree ! here is the roaring stream ! Thou 
didst promise with night to be here. Ah ! whither is my 
3algar gone ? With thee I would fly from my father, with 
thee from my brother of pride. Our race have long been 
foes : we are not foes, O Salgar ! 

"Cease a little while, O wind! stream, be thou silent 
awhile! let my voice be heard around! let my wanderer 
hear me ! Salgar ! it is Colma who calls. Here is the tree 
and the rock. Salgar, my love, I am here ! Why delayest 
thou thy coming ? lio ! the calm moon comes forth. The 
flood is bright in the vale. The rocks are grey on the steep. 
I see him not on the brow. His dogs come not before .him 
with tidings of his near approach. Here I must sit alone ! 

"Who He on the beach beside me ? Are they my love and 
my brother ? Speak to me, O my friends. To Colma they 
give no reply. Speak to me : I am alone ! My soul is tor- 
mented with fears. Ah, they are dead ! Their swords are 
red from the flght. O my brother ! my brother ! why hast 
thou slain my Salgar ? Why, O Salgar ! hast thou slain my 
'brother ? Dear were ye both to me ! what shall I say in your 
praise? Thou wert fedr on the hill. Among thousands he 
was terrible in fight ! Speak to me ! hear my voice ! hear 
me, sons of my love! They are silent! silent for ever! 
Cold, cold, are their breasts of clay Oh, from the rock on 
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iJie hfll, fiom the top of tiie windy steep, flipeak, ye g^sta of 
the dead ! Speak, I will not be afraid ! Whither are ye gone 
to rest? In what cave of the hill shall I find the depazied? 
No feeble Toioe is on tlie gale : noanswer half drowned in die 
storm! 

^' I sit in my grief: I wail for morning in my tears ! Bear 
the tomb, ye friends of the dead. Close it not till Oolma 
come. My life flies away like a dream. Why should I stay 
behind ? Here shall I rest with my friend, by the streams of 
the sounding rock. When night comes on the hill — ^when 
the loud winds arise, my ghost shall stand in the blast, and 
mourn the death of friends. The hunter shall hear from his 
booth ; he shall hear, but love my voice ! For sweet shall my 
Toice be for my friends : pleasant were her friends to Colma. 

** Such was thy song, Minona, softly-blushing daughter of 
Torman. Our tears descended for Colma, and onr souls were 
sad ! Ullin came with his harp ; he gave the song of Alpiii. 
The voice of Alpin was pleasant, the soul of Bhyno was a 
beam of fire ! But they had rested in the narrow house; 
their voice had ceased in Salma ! Ullin had returned one 
day from the chase before the heroes felL He heard their 
strife on the hill: their song was soft, but sad! They 
mourned the fall of Morar, first of mortal men! His soul 
was like the soul of Fingal : his sword like the sword of 
Oscar. But he fell, and his &ther mourned: his sister's 
eyes were full of tears. Minona's eyes were full of tears, the 
sister of car-bome Morar. She retired from the soi^ of 
Ullin, like the. moon in the west, when she foresees the 
shower and hides her fair head in a doud. I touched the 
harp with Ullin : the song of mourning rose ! 

^ Rhyno, The winds and the rain are past, calm is the noon 
of day. The clouds are divided in heaven. Over the green 
hills flies the inconstant sun. Red through the stony vale> 
comes down the stream of the hill. Sweet are thy murmurs, 
O stream ! but more sweet is the voice I hear. It is the 
voice of Alpin, the son of song, mourning lor the dead ! Bent « 
is his head of age : red his tearful eye. Alpin, thou son of 
song, why alone on the silent hill? why complainest thou, aa 
a blast in the wood — as a wave on the lonely shore? 

'* Alpin. My teaw, O Rhyno ! are for the dead — my voice 
for those that have passed away. Tall thou art on the bill ;. 
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iaxr among the aaos of ihe vale. But thou shalt fall like 
Morar : the moiimer shall sit on thy tomb. The hills shall 
kikow thee no more : thy bow shall lie ia thy haU unstrung ! 

'* Thou wert swift, O Morar! as a roe on the desert : terrible 
as a meteor of fire. Thy wrath was as the storm. Thy 
flWQcd in bttttle as lightning in the field. Thy voice was a 
Btream after rain, like thunder on distant hills. Many £ell 
by thy arm : they were oonsumed in the flames of thy wrath. 
But when thou <£dst return from war, how peaceful was thy 
brow. Thy face was like the sun after rain : like the moon 
in the silence of night : calm as the breast of the lake when 
the loud wind is laid. 

*^ Narrow is thy dwelling now ! dark the place of thine 
abode ! With tkree steps I compass thy grave, O thou who 
wast so great before ! Four stones, with their heads of moss, 
are the only memorial of thee. A tree with scarce a leaf, 
long grass which whistles in the wind, mark, to the hunter's 
eye, t£e grave of the mighty Morar. Morar! thou art low 
indeed. Thou hast no mother to mourn thee, no maid with 
her tears of love. Dead is she that brought thee forth. , 
Fallen is the daughter of Morelan. 

^^ Who on his staff is this r Who is this whose head is 
white with age, whose eyes are red with tears, who quakes at 
every step? It is thy &ther, O Morar ! the father of no son . 
but thee. He heard of thy fiune ia war, he heard of foes 
dispersed. He heard of Morar's renown, why did he not 
hear of his wound ? Weep, thou father of Morar 1 Weep, 
but ihy son heareth thee not Deep is the sleep of the dead, . 
— ^low their pillow of dust. No more shall he hear thy voice 
—no more awake at thy call. When shall it be mom in the 
grave, to bid the slumberer awake ? Farewell, thou bravest 
of men ! .thou conqueror in the field ! but the field shall see 
thee no more, nor the dark wood be l^htened with the splen- 
dour of thy steel. Thou hast left no son. The song shall 
preserve thy name. Future times shall hear of thee— they 
shall hear of the fallen Morar ! 

''The grief of all arose, but most the bursting sigh of 
Armin. He ren;embers the death of his son, who fell in the 
days of his youth. Carmor was near the hero, the chief of 
the echoing Galmol. Why bursts the sigh of Armin? he 
said. Is there a cause to mourn ? The song comes with its . 
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music to melt and please the soul. It is like soft mist that, 
rising from a lake, ponrs on the silent vale ; the. green flowers 
are filled with dew, but the sun returns in his strength, and 
the mist is gone. Why art thou sad, O Armin, chief of sea- 
surrounded Gonna ? 

" Sad I am ! nor small is my cause of woe ! Carmor, 
thou hast lost no son ; thou hast lost no daughter of beauty. 
Colgar the valiant lives, and Annira, fairest maid« The 
boughs of thy house ascend, O Cbnnar ! but Armin is the 
last of his race. Dark is thy bed, O Daura ! deep thy sleep 
in the tomb ! When shalt thou wake with thy songs ? — ^with 
all thy voice of music? 

'^ Arise, winds of Autumn, arise: blow along the heath. 
Streams of the mountains^ roar ; roar, tempests in the gtoves 
of my oaks ! Walk through broken clouds, O Moon ! show 
thy pale &ice at intervals ; bring to my mind the night, when 
all my children fell, when Armdal tiie mighty fell — ^when 
Daura the lovely &iled. Daura, my daughter, thou wert 
fair, £Eiir as the moon on Fura, white as tiie driven snow, 
sweet as the breathing gale. Arindal, thy bow was strong, 
thy spear was swift in me field, thy look was like mist on 
.the wave, thy shield a red cloud in a storm! Annar, 
renowned in war, came and sought Daura's love. He was 
not long refused ; fair was the hope of their friends. 

'' Erath, son of Odgal, repined : his brother had be^en slain 
<by Armar. He came disguised like a son of the Sea : fair 
was his cliff on the wave, white his locks of age, calm his 
serious brow. Fairest of women, he said, lovely daughter of 
Armin ! a rock not distant in the sea bears a tree on its 
side: red shines the fruit afar. There Armar waits for 
Daura. I come to carry his love ! she went — she called on 
Armar. Nought answered, but the son of the rock. Armar, 
my love, my love! why tormeutest thou me with fear? 
Hear, son of Amar, hear ! it is Daura who calleth thee. 
Erath, the traitor, fled laughing to the land. She lifted up 
her voice — she called for her brother and her fiither. 
Arindal ! Armin ! none to relieve you, Daura. 

^' Her voice came over the sea. Arindal, my son, descended 
from the hill, rough in the spoils of the chase. His arrows 
Tattled by his side ; his bow was in his hand, five dark-grey 
'dogs attended his steps. He saw fierce Erath on the shore ; 
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be seized and bound him to an oak. Thick wind the thongs 
of the hide around his limbs ; he loads the wind with his 
groans. Arindal ascends the deep in his boat to bring 
Daura to land. Armar came in ms wrath, and let fly the 
grey-feathered shaft. It sung, it sunk in thy heart, O 
Arindal, my son ! for Erath the traitor thou diest. The oar 
is stopped at once: he panted on the rock, and expired. 
What is thy grief, O Daura, when round thy feet is poured 
thy brother^s blood. The boat is broken in twain. Annar 
plunges into the sea to rescue his Daura, or die. Sudden a 
blast &om the hill came over the waves ; he sank, and he rose 
no more. 

'* Alone, on the sea^beat rocU my daughter was heard to 
complain ; irequent and loud wWe her cries. What could 
her father do ? All night I stood on the shore : I saw her 
by the faint beam of the moon. All night I heard her cries, 
lioud was the wind ; the rain beat hard on the hill. Before 
morning appeared, her voice was weak ; it died away like the 
evening breeze among the grass of the rocks. Spent with 
grief, she expired, and left thee, Armin, alone. Gone is my 
strength in war, &llen my pride among women. When the 
storms aloft arise, when the north lifts the wave on high, I 
sit by the sounding shore, and look on the fatal rock. 

" Often by the sitting moon I see the ghosts of my children ; 
balf viewless they walk in moumftd conference together." 

A torrent of tears which streamed from Charlotte's eyes, 
and gave relief tb her bursting heart, stopped Werther's 
recitation. He threw down the book, seized her hand, and 
wept bitterly. Charlotte leaned upon her hand, and buried 
her face in ner handkerchief; the agitation of both was ex- 
cessive, They felt that their own fate was pictured in the 
misfortunes of Ossian's heroes— they felt this together, and 
their tears redoubled. Werther supported his forehead on 
Charlotte's arm ; she trembled, she wished to be gone, but 
sorrow and sympathy lay like a leaden weight upon her soul. 
She recovered herself shortly, and begged Werther, with 
broken sobs, to leave her — ^miplored him with the utmost 
earnestness to comply with her request. He trembled ; his 
heart was ready to burst : then taking up the book again, 
be recommenced reading, ia a voice broken by sobs. 

"Why dost thou waken me, O spring? Thy voice woos 
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me, exoltiming, I refresh thee with heavenly dews; hat 
the time of my decay is approaching, the storm is nigh 
that shall wither my leaves. To-morrow the traveller 
riiall come,— be shall come, who behekL ma in .beauty ; his eye 
shall seek me in the field aroond, bat he shall not mid me." 

The whde force of these words fell iqnm the nnfortonate 
Werther. Full of de^air he threw himself at CSiarlotte's 
feet, seized her hands, and pressed them to his eyes and to 
his forehead. An apprehension of his fiital project now 
struck her for the first time. Her senses were bewildered ; 
she held his hands, pressed them to her bosom ; and lean- 
ing towards him, with emotions of the tenderest pity, her 
warm <^eek touched his. 4!j|jpiey lust sight of eveiytbing. 
The world disappeared froni their eyes. He clasped her in 
his arms, strained her to his bosom, and covered her trembling 
lips with passionate kisses. '* Werther! she cried with a 
fiiint voice, turning herself away— "Werther!" and vrith a 
feeble hand she pushed hiiii from her. At length, with the 
firm Yoice of virtue, she exclaimed, " Werther !" He resisted 
not, but tearing himself from her arms, fell on his knees 
before her. Charlotte rose and with disordered grief, in 
mingled tones of love and resentment, she exclaimed " It is 
the last time, Werther! — you shall never see me more!" 
then casting one last tender look upon her unfortunate lover, 
she rushed into the adjoining room, and locked the door. 
Werther held out his arms, but did not dare to detain her. 
He continued on the ground, with his head resting on the sofii 
for half an hour, till he heard a noise which brought him to 
his senses. The servant entered. He then walked up and 
down the room, and when he was again left alone, he went 
to Charlotte's doori and in a low voice said, "Charlotte, 
Charlotte ! but one word more— -one last adieu !" She re- 
turned no answer. He stopped, and listened, and entreated — 
but all was silent. At length he tore himself from the place,, 
crying, " Adieu, Charlotte ! adieu, for ever !" 

Werther ran to the gate c^ the town. The guards, who 
knew him, let him pass in silence. The night was dark 
and stormy — ^it rained and snowed. He reached his own 
door about eleven. His servant perceived, as he entered the 
house, that he was without a hat, bt^t did not venture to say 
anything ; and as he undressed his master, he found that hia 
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cloftibes were wet. His liat was found afterwards upon the 
point of a rock which overhangs the valley; and it is incon- 
eeivable how he eonld have climbed to the summit on such a 
dark, tempestnoos night without losing his life. 

He retired to bed, and slept to a late hour. The next 
morning his servant, upon being called to bing his coffee^ 
found him writing. He was adding what we here annex* to 
Charlotte's letter. 

''For the last, last time, I open these eyes. Alas! they 
will behold the son no more. It is covered by a thick, 
impenetrable cloud. Yes, Nature I put on mourning; your 
child, your friend, your lover, draws near his end! This 
thought, Charlotte ! is without parallel, and yet it seems like 
a mysterious dream, when I repeat— this is my last day! 
The last! Charlotte, no w<ord can adequately express this 
thought! The last !-—— To-day I stand erect, in all my 
strength — ^to-morrow, cold and stark, I shall lie extended upon 
the ground. To die ! What is death ? We do but dream in . 
our discourse upon it. I have seen many human beings die, 
but so straitened is our feeble nature, we have no clear con- 
ception of the begiuning or the end of our existence. At this ' 
moment I am my own— or rather I am thine — ^thine — ^my ; 
adored! — and the next, we are parted-r-severedr— perhaps for 
ever ! No, Charlotte, no — ^how can I— how can you be anni- 
hilated ? We exist. What is annihilation ? A mere word, 
an unmeaning sound, that fixes no impression on the mind. 
Dead, Charlotte! laid in the cold earth, in the dark and 
narrow grave !-^I had a friend once, who was everything to me 
in early youth— she died. I followed her hearse, I stood by 
her grave when the coffin was lowered — ^and when I heard the 
cre^iing of the cords as they were loosened and drawn up^ 
when the j&rst shovelful of earth was thrown in, and the coffin 
returned a hollow sound, -which grew fainter and fainter till 
all was completely covered over, I threw myself on the 
ground— my heart was smitten, grieved, shattered, rent — ^but 
I neither knew what had happened, nor what was to happen 
to me. Death ! — ^the grave ! — I understand not the words. — 
Forgive, O forgive me! Yesterday— ah ! that day should 
have been the last of my Kfe. Thou angel ! — ^for the first — 
first time in my existence, I felt rapture glow within my 
inmost soul. She loves, she loves me ! Still bums upon my 
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lips the sacred fire they received from thine. New torrents 
of delight overwhelm my soul. Forgive me, O forgive ! 

'' I knew that I was dear to you ; I saw it in your first 
entrancing look, knew it by the first pressure of your hand ; 
but when I was absent from you, when I saw Albert at your 
side, my doubts and fears returned. 

*' Do you remember the flowers you sent me, when at that 
crowded assembly you could neither speak nor extend your 
hand to me. Half the night I was on my knees before Uiose 
flowers, and I regarded tiiem as the pledges of your love ; 
but those impressions grew fainter, and were at length 
eflaced. 

'* Everything passes away, but a whole eternity could not 
extinguish the living flame which was yesterday kindled by 
your lips, and which now bums within me. She loves me ! 
these arms have encircled her waist ; these lips have trem- 
bled upon hers. She is mine ! Yes, Charlotte, you are mine 
for ever ! 

'' And what do they mean by saying Albert is your husband ? 
He may be so for this world ; and in this world it is a sin to 
love you-T-to wish to tear you from his embrace. Yes, it is a 
crime, and I sufler the punishment— but I have enjoyed the 
full delight of my sin. I have inhaled a balm that has re- 
vived my soul. From this hour you are mine; yes, Char- 
lotte, you are mine ! I ^o before you. I go to my Father, 
and to your Father. I will pour out my sorrows before Him, 
and He will give me comfort till you arrive. Then vnll I fly 
to meet you. I will claim you, and remain in your eternal 
embrace, in the presence of the Almighty. 

'* I do not dream ; I do not rave. Drawing nearer to the 
grave, my perceptions become clearer. We shall exist ; we 
shall see each otiiier again ; we shall behold your mother ; I 
shall behold her, and expose to her my inmost heart. Y'our 
mother — ^your image !" 

About eleven o'clock, Werther asked his servant if Albert 
had returned. He answered, '' Yes ;" for he had seen him 
pass on horseback ; upon which Werther sent him the fol- 
lowing note, imsealed. 

'' Be so good as to lend me your pistols for a joumey. 
Adieu." 

Charlotte had slept little during the past night. All her 
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appreheDsions were realised in a way that she could neither 
foresee nor avoid. Her blood boiled in her veins, and a 
thousand painful sensations rent her pure heart. , Was it the 
ardour of Werther*s passionate embraces that she felt within 
her bosom ? Was it anger at his daring ? Was it the sad 
comparison of her present condition with former days of 
innocence, tranquillity, and self-confidence ? How could she 
approach her husband, and confess a scene which she had 
no reason to conceal, and which she yet felt nevertheless 
unwilling to avow? They had preserved so long a silence 
towards each other — and Miould she be the first to break it by 
so unexpected a discovery ? She feared that the mere state- 
ment of Werther's visit would trouble him, and his distress 
would be heightened by her perfect candour. She wished 
that he could see her in her true light, and judge her without 
prejudice, — ^but was she anxious that he should read her 
inmost soul ? On the other hand, could she deceive a being, 
to whom all her thoughts had ever been exposed as clearly 
as crystal, and from whom no sentiment had ever been con- 
cealed ? These reflections made her anxious and thoughtful. 
Her mind still dwelt on Werther, who was now lost to her, 
but whom she could not bring herself to resign, and for 
whom she knew nothing was left but despair, if she should be 
lost to him for ever. 

A recollection of that mysterious estrangement which had 
lately subsisted between herself and Albert, and which she 
coula never thoroughly understand, was now beyond measure 
painful to her. Even the prudent and the good have, before 
now, hesitated to explain Uieir mutual differences, and have 
dwelt in silence upon their imaginary grievances, until cir- 
cumstances have become so entangled, that in that critical 
juncture, when a calm explanation would have saved all parties, 
an understanding was impossible. And thus if domestic con- 
fidence had been earlier established between them, if love and 
kind forbearance had mutually animated and expanded their 
hearts, it might not, perhaps, even yet have been too late to 
save our friend. 

But we must not forget one remarkable circumstance. We 
may observe from the character of Werther's correspondence, 
that he had never affected to conceal his anxious desire to 
quit this world. He had often discussed the subject with 
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Albert, and between tbe latter and Charlotte it bad not un- 
frequently formed a topic of ciHiyersation. Albert was so 
opposed to the very idea of saeh an action, that, with & degree 
of irritation unusual in him, he had more than once given 
Werther to imderstand that he doubted the seriousness of 
hie threats, and not only turned them into ridicule, but caused 
Chariotte to share his feelings of incredulity. H^ heart was 
thus tranquilliaed when she felt disposed to view Ihe melan- 
dioly subject in a serious point of yiew, though she never 
eommunicated to her husbeoid the appreheosions she some- 
times experiaiced. 

Albert, i^on his return home, was received by Charlotte 
with iE-eoneealed embarrassments He was himself out of 
humour, his business was unfinished^ and he had just dis- 
covered that the neighbouring official, with whom he had to 
deal, was an obstinate and narrow-minded personage. Many 
things had occurred to irritate him. 

l£e inquired whether anything had happened during hia 
absence, and Charlotte hastily answered, that Werther had 
been there on the evening previously. He then inquired fox 
his letters, and received finr answer, ^t several packages had 
been left in his study. He thereupon retired, and Charlotte 
remained ^lone. 

The presence of the being whom she loved and hononred, 
produced a new impression upon her heart. The recollection 
of his generosity, his kindness^ and his affection, had calmed 
her agitatiim ; a secret impulse prompted her to follow him; 
she took her work and went to his study, as was often hex 
custom. He was busily employed in opemng and reading 
his letters. It seemed as if tliie contents of some were dis- 
agreeable. 8he asked some questions; he gave short ananrexa* 
and sat down to write. 

Several hours passed over in this manner, and Charlotte's 
feeMngs became more and nuare melancholy. She felt the 
extreme difficulty of exj^ning to her husband, under any 
cireamstances, the weight that lay upon her heart, and ker 
depression became every moment greater, in proportion aa 
she endeavoured to hide her grief and to conceal her teavft. 

The arrival of Werther^s servant occasioned her the greatest 
embttrrassmcsxt He gave Albert a note, which the l^tex 
coldly handed to his wife, sayii^ at the same time* '' Give 
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him tbe pistols. I wish fiim a pleasant joumej,'* he added, 
taming to the senrant. These words fell upon Charlotte like 
a thunderstroke ; she rose from her seat, half fiuntiBg, and 
nneonsciotts of what she did. She walked meehanically towards 
the wall, with a trembling hand took down the pistols, slowly 
wiped ofi the dust from them, and would haye delayed longer, 
had not Albert hastened her moTements by an impatient lw>k. 
She then delivered the fatal weapons to tiie servant, without 
being able to utter a word. As soon as he had departed, she 
folded up her work, and retired at once to her room, her heart 
overcome with the most fearful forebodings. She anticipated 
some dreadful calamity. She was at one moment on the 
point of going to her husband, throwing herself at his feet, and 
acquainting him with all that had happened on the previous 
evening — that she might acknowledge her fault, and explain 
her apprehensions ; then she saw Siat such a step would be 
useless, as she would certainly be unable to induce Albert to 
visit Werther. Dinner was served, and a kind friend, whom 
she had persuaded to remain, assisted to sustain the con- 
Tersation, which was carried on by a sort of compulsion, till 
the events of the morning were forgotten. 

When the servant brought the pistols to Werther, the 
latter received them with transports of delight, upon hearing 
that Charlotte had given them to him wi& her own hand. 
He ate some bread, drank some wine, sent his servant to 
dinner, and then sat down to write as follows : — 

" They have been in your hands — ^you wiped the dust from 
them. I kiss them a thousand times—you have touched 
them. Yes, Heaven &vours my design — and you, Charlotte, 
provide me with the &tal instruments. It was my desire to 
receive my death from your hands, and my wish is gratified. 
I have made inquiries of my servant. You trembled when 
you gave him the pistols, but you bade me no adieu. Wretched, 
wretched that I am— not one farewell ! How could you shut 
your heart against me in that hour which makes you mine 
for ever ? O Charlotte, ages cannot ef&ce the impressiop — I 
feel you cannot hate the man who so passionately loves you !'* 



After dinner he called his servant, desired him to finish the 
packing up, destroyed many papers, and then went out to 
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pay some trifling debts. He soon returned home, then went 
out again notwithstanding the rain, walked for some time in 
the Count's garden, and afterwards proceeded farther into the 
country. Towards evening he came back once more, and 
resumed his writing. 

*' Wilhehn, I have for the kst time beheld the mountains, the 
forests, and the sky. Farewell! And you, my dearest mother, 
forgive me ! Console her, Wilhelm. God bless you ! I have 
setued all my afGeurs ! Farewell ! We shall meet again, and 
be happier tnan ever.*' 



" I have requited you, badly, Albert ; but you will forgive 
me. I have ^sturbed the peace of your home. I have sowed 
distrust between you. Farewell ! I will end all this wretched- 
ness. And, oh, that my death may render you happy ! Albert, 
Albert ! make that angel happy, and the olessing of Heaven 
be upon you !" 

He spent the rest of the evening in arranging his papers ; 
he tore and burned a great many ; others he s^ed up, and 
directed to Wilhelm. They contained some detached thoughts 
and maxims, some of which I have perused. At ten o'clock 
he ordered his fire to be made up and a bottle of wine to be 
brought to him. He then dismissed his servant, whose room, 
as well as the apartments of the rest of the family, was 
situated in another part of the house. The servant lay down 
without undressing, that he might be the sooner ready for his 
journey in the morning, his master having informed him that 
the post horses would be at the door before six o'clock. 

''Fast eleven o'clock ! All is silent around me, and my soul 
is calm. I thank thee, O God, that thou bestowest strength 
and courage upon me in these last moments. I approach the 
window, my dearest of friends, and through the clouds, which 
are at this moment driven rapidly alons by the impetuous 
winds, I behold the stars which illumine Sie eternal heavens ! 
No, you will not fall, celestial bodies ! the hand of the Almighty 
supports both you and me ! I have looked for the last time 
upon the constellation of the Greater Bear ; it is my favourite 
star ; for when I bade you fbrewell at night, Charlotte, and 
turned my steps from your door, it always shone upon me. 
With what rapture have I at times beheld it ! How often 
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have I implored it with uplifted hands to witness my felicity ? 
and even still — But what object is there, Charlotte, which 
fails to summon up your image before me? Do you not sur- 
round me on all sides? and have I not, like a child, treasured 
up every trifle which you have consecrated by your touch ? 

*' Your profile, which was so dear to me, I return to you, and 
I pray you to preserve it. Thousands of kisses have I im- 
printed upon it, and a thousand times has it gladdened my 
heart on departing from, and returning to my home. 

' * I have implored your father to protect my remains. At the 
oomer of the churchyard, looking towards the fields, there are 
two lime-trees — there I wish to lie. Your father can, and 
doubtless wiU, do thua much for his friend. Implore it of 
him. But perhaps pious Christians will not choose that their 
bodies should be buried near the corpse of a poor unhappy 
wretch like me. Then let me laid in some remote valley, or 
near the highway, where the priest and Levite may bless 
themselves as they pass by my tomb, whilst the Samaiitan 
will shed a tear for my fate. 

" See, Charlotte, I do not shudder to take tlie cold and fatal 
■cup, from which I shall drink the draught of death. Your 
hand presents it to me, and I do not tremble. All, all is 
now concluded ; the wishes and the hopes of my existence 
are fulfilled. With cold, unflinching hand I knock at the 
brazen portals of Death. 

" Oh, that I had enjoyed the bliss of dying for you ! how 
f^ladly would I have sacrificed myself for you, Charlotte ! 
And could I but restore peace and joy to your bosom, with 
what resolution, with what joy would I not meet my fate ! But 
it is the lot of only a chosen few to shed their blood for 
their friends, and by their death to augment, a thousand 
times, the happiness of those by whom they are beloved. 

" I wish, Charlotte, to be buried in the dress I wear at 
present ; it has been rendered sacred by your touch. I have 
begged this favour of yom* fether. My spirit soars above my 
sepulchre. I do not wish my pockets to be searched. The 
knot of pink ribbon which you wore on your bosom the first 
time I saw you, surrounded by the children ! — kiss them 
a thousand times for me, and tell them the fate of their 
unhappy friend. I think I see them playing around me. 
The dear children ! How warmly have I been attached to 

2 A 
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you, Charlotte ! Since the first hour I saw you, how impos- 
sible have I found it to leave you. This ribbon must be 
buried with me ; it was a present from you on my birthday. 
How confused it all appears ! Little did I then think that I 
should journey this road. But, peace ! I pray you, peace ! 

" They are loaded — ^the clock strikes twelve. I say amen. 
Charlotte, Charlotte ! farewell, farewell!" 



A neighbour saw the flash, and heard the report of the 
pistol, but as everything remained quiet, he thought no more 
of it. 

In the morning, at six o^clock, the servant went into 
Werther's room with a candle. He found his master 
stretched upon the floor, weltering in his blood, and the 
pistols at his side. He called, he took him in his arms, but 
received no answer. Life was not yet quite extinct. The 
servant ran for a surgeon, and then went to fetch Albert. 
Charlotte heard the ringing of the bell; a cold shudder seized 
her. She wakened her husband, and they both rose. The 
servant, bathed in tears, faltered forth tiie dreadful news. 
Charlotte fell senseless at Albert's feet. 

When the surgeon came to the unfortunate Werther, he 
was still lying on the floor, and his pulse beat, but his 
limbs were cold. The bullet, entering the forehead, over the 
right eye, had penetrated the skull. A vein was opened in 
his right arm ; the blood came, and he still continued to 
breathe. 

From the blood which flowed from the chair, it could be 
inferred that he had committed the rash act sitting at his 
bureau, and that he afterwards fell upon the floor. He was 
found, lying on his back, near the window. He was in full- 
dress costume. 

The house, the neighbourhood, and the whole town, was 
immediately in commotion. Albert arrived. They had laid 
Werther on the bed ; his head was bound up, and the pale- 
ness of death was upon his face. His limbs were motionless ; 
but he still breathed, at one time strongly, then weaker — 
his death was momently expected. 

He had drunk only one glass of the wine. * Emilia 
Galotti' lay open upon his bureau. 
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I shall say nothing of Albert's distress, or of Charlotte's 
grief. 

The old steward hastened to the house immediately upon 
hearing the news; he embraced his dying friend amid a 
flood of tears. His eldest boys soon followed him on foot. 
In speechless sorrow they threw themselves on their knees 
by the bedside, and kissed his hands and face. The eldest, 
who was his &Tourite, hung over him till he expired, and 
even then he was removed by force. At twelve o'clock 
Werther breathed his last. The presence of the steward, 
and the precautions had adopted, prevented a disturbance ; 
and that night, at the hour of eleven, he caused the body to 
be interred in the place which Werther had selected for 
himself. 

The steward and his sons followed the corpse to the 
grave. Albert was unable to accompany them. Charlotte's 
life was despaired of. The body was carried by labourers. 
No priest attended. 
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THE EECEEATIONS OF 
THE GERMAN EMIGRANTS. 



Ji 



At that unhappy period, so fruitful in disasters to Ger- 
many, to Europe, and indeed to the whole world, when the 
French army overran the Continent, a family of distinction 
was compelled to forsake their property on the first invasion, 
and to fly beyond the Rhine. They sought to escape those 
calamities to which persons of noble birth were inevitably 
exposed, in whom it was considered criminal to be descended 
from an honourable line of ancestors, and to inherit those 
privileges and possessions which the virtues or the valour of 
their forefathers had bequeathed to them. 

The Baroness of C , a widow lady, of middle age, dis- 
tinguished for every domestic virtue which could promote the 
comfort or independence of her family, evinced, upon the oc- 
casion of this unforeseen calamity, the most noble spirit of 
activity and resolute determination. Brought up amid a wide 
circle of acquaintance, and already experienced, to some ex- 
tent, in the reverses of life, she was considered perfect in her 
private and domestic character ; and she was remarkaUe for 
the real delight which she ever felt in the active employ- 
ment of her faculties. Indeed, the great purpose of her life 
seemed to consist in rendering services to otihers, and it is 
easy to suppose that her numerous friends never failed to 
provide her with employment. She was summoned, at the 
time we speak of, to take the lead of a little band of emi- 
grants. Even for this duty she was prepared ; and the same 
solicitous though cheerful temper, which had invariably dis- 
tinguished her at home, did not forsake her in this hour of 
general terror and distress. But cheerfulness was not aa 
entire stranger to our band of fugitives ; many an unexpected 
incident and strange event aflEbrded occasion for the indul- 
gence of mirth and laughter, of which their easily-excited 
jninds readily took advantage. The ver^' flight itself was a 
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circumstance well calculated to call out the peculiar character 
of each individual in a remarkable manner. The mind of one, 
for instance, was distracted hj vain fear and terror ; another 
fell a prey to idle apprehensions ; and the extravagances and 
deficiencies, the weakness, irresolution, or impetuosity which 
was on aU sides displayed, produced so many instances of 
vexation and bad temper, tiiat the real trouble of the whole 
party afforded more mirth than an actual tour of pleasure 
could possibly have occasioned. 

As we may sometiifies preserve our composure even during 
the performance of a farce, without smiling at the most posi- 
tive drolleries, tibough we find it impossible to restrain our 
Isnghter when anything absurd occurs in the representation 
of a tragedy, so in this real workl, the generality of accidents 
of a serious nature are acoompanied by circumstances either 
ridiculous at the moment, er infallibly productive of subse- 
quent mirth. 

We must observe that the Baroness's eldest daughter, 
Louisa, a cheerful, lively, and, in her hour of prosperity, aa 
imperious young lady, had to CTdure an unusual degree of 
sufferiitg. She is said to have been quite overwhelmed with 
terror at the first alarm, and in her distraction and absence 
of mind, to have packed together the most useless things with 
the greatest seriousness, and actually to have made an o£^ 
of marriage to one of the old servants of the establishment 

She defended herself for this step with much obstinacy, 
and would not allow her intended to be made a subject 
of ridiGFule. In her opinion she sufiPered enough horn her 
daily fear of the allied army, and from the apprehension that 
her wished-for marriage might be delayed, or even frustrated 
by a general engagement. 

Her elder brothel, Frederick, who was a youth of decisiTe 
character, executed his mother's orders with precisioh and 
exactitude, accompanied the procession on horseback, and 
diBcharged, at times, the various duties of courier, conductor, 
and guide. The tutor of the Baroness's yoimger son, who 
was a well-educated young man, accompanied her in her car- 
riage ; whilst uncle Charles, and an elderly clergyman, who 
had long been an indispensable friend of the family, followed 
in another vehicle, which was also occupied by two female 
relations, one young, the other somewhat advanced in years. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE GEBMAN EMIGRANTS. 359 

The servants followed, in an open carriage, and the proces- 
sion was closed by a heavily packed waggon, which occa- 
sionally loitered behind. 

The whole party, as it is easy to suppose, had abandoned 
their dwellings with great reluctance, but uncle Charles had 
forsaken his residence on this side of the Rhine even more 
unwillingly than the others ; not that he had left his mistress 
behind, as one might, perhaps, have conjectured from his 
youth, his figure, and the warmth of his nature : he had 
rather been seduced by the brilliant phantom, which, under 
the denomination of freedom, had secured so many adherents, 
first in secret, then in public, and which, notwithstanding that 
she was a harsh mistress to some, was all the more devotedly 
honoured by the others. 

Just as lovers are generally blinded by their passion, did it 
happen in the case of uncle Charles. They pant for the pos- 
session of a single happiness, and fancy that for this they can 
endure the privation of every other blessing. ^ Position, for- 
tune, and all advantages, vanish into nothing,*compared with 
the one benefit which is to supply their place. Parents, re- 
latives, and Mends are now looked upon as strangers. One 
desire fills and absorbs their whole being, to which every- 
thing else is to give way. 

Uncle Charles abandoned himself to the intensity of his 
passion, and did not conceal it in his conversation. He 
thought he might express his conviction the more freely, 
because he was of noble birth, and although the second son, 
jet the presumptive heir to a noble fortune. Even this for- 
tune, which was to be his future inheritance, was at present 
in the enemy's hands, by whom it had been shamefully 
wasted. But in spite of all this, Charles could not hate a 
nation which promised such advantages to the world at large, 
and whose principles he approved, according to his own ad- 
mission, and the evidence of some of his associates. He 
constantly disturbed the peace of the little community (seldom 
as they enjoyed such a blessing), by an indiscriminate praise 
of everything, good or bad, which happened amongst the 
French, and by his noisy delight at their success. By this 
means he irritated his companions, who felt their own griev- 
ances doubly aggravated by the malicious triumphs of their 
friend and relation. 
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Frederick had been already engaged in frequent disputes 
with him, and latterly they had ceased to hold communi- 
cation with each other. But the Baroness, by her prudent 
management, had secured his moderation, at least for a time. 
Loidsa gave him the greatest trouble, for she often used the 
most unfair methods to cast a slur upon his chai-acter and 
judgment. The tutor silently pronounced him right— the 
clergyman silently pronounced him wrong ; and the female 
attendants, who were charmed with his figure and his libe- 
rality, heard him with delight, because, whilst they listened 
to his lectures, they could honourably fix upon him those 
loving eyes, which, until that time, had ever been modestly 
bent upon the ground. 

Their daily necessities, the obstacles of the journey, and 
their disagreeable quarters, generally led the whole company 
to a consideration of their immediate interests; and the 
great number of French and German fugitives whom the}- 
constantly met, and whose conduct and fortunes were various, 
often made them consider how much occasion existed at such 
times for the practice of every virtue, but particularly of 
liberality and forbearance. 

The Baroness, upon one occasion, observed aloud, that 
nothing coidd show more clearly the deficiencies of men in 
these virtues, than the opportunity afforded for their exercise, 
by occasions of general confusion and distress. Our whole 
constitution, she maintained, resembled a ship chartered in a 
season of tempest, to convey a countless crowd of men, old 
and young, healthy and infinn, across a stormy sea ; but only 
in the hour of shipwreck coidd the capabilities of the crew 
be displayed, an emergency when even the good swimmer 
oflen perished. 

Fugitives, for the most part, carry their faults and ridieu* 
lous peculiarities along with them, and we wonder at this 
circumstance. But as the English traveller never leaves his 
tea-kettle behind in any quarter of the globe, so are the 
generality of mankind invariably accompanied by their stock of 
proud pretensions, vanity, intolerance, impatience, obstinacy* 
prejudices, and envy. Thus, the thoughtless enjoyed this 
flight as they would have enjoyed a pe^y of pleasure, and 
the discontented required, even now in their moments of 
abject poverty, that their every want should be supplied. 
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IIow rare is the display of that pure virtue, which incites us^ 
to live and to sacrifice ourselves for others. 

In the mean time, whilst numerous acquaintances were 
formed, which gave occasion to reflections of this natiu-e, the 
season of winter was brought to a close. Fortune once more 
smiled on the German arms, the French were again driven 
across the Rhine, Frankfort was relieved, and Mainz was- 
invested. 

Trusting to the further advance of our victorious troops, 
and anxious to take possession of a part of their recovered 
property, the family we speak of set out for an estate which 
lay in one of the most beautiful parts of the country, on the 
right bank of the Rhine. We can ill describe the rapture 
with which they once more beheld the silver stream flowing 
beneath their windows, the joy with which they took pos- 
session of every part of their house, and hailed the sight of 
their well-known furniture, their old family pictures, and of 
every trifle which they had long given up as totally lost ; and 
they indulged the fondest anticipations of finding everything 
flourishing as heretofore on their side of the Rhine. 

The arrival of the Baroness was scarcely, announced in the 
village, when all her former acquaintances, friends, and 
dependants hastened to welcome her, to recount the various- 
vicissitudes of the last few months, and in more than one 
instance, to implore her advice and assistance. 

In the midst of these interviews, she was most agreeably 
surprised by a visit from the Privy Councillor S. and his 
family, a man who from his earliest youth had followed busi- 
ness as a pursuit of pleasure, and who had both merited and 
acquired flie confidence of his Sovereign. His principles were- 
firm, and he indulged his own peculiar notions upon many 
subjects. He was precise both in his conversation and con- 
duct, and required others to be the same. A dignified deport- 
ment was, in his opinion, the highest virtue a man could 
possess. 

His Sovereign, his country, and himself, had suffered much 
from the irruption of the French. He had experienced the 
despotic character of that nation, which was perpetually 
boasting of justice, and had felt the tyranny of men who 
always had ^e cry of freedom on their lips. He had observed,, 
however, the general consistency of character which prevailed,. 
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and had marked how many persons witnessed with fedings of 
angry disappointment, the substitution of mere words for 
practice, and of empty appearance for reality. The cimse-* 
quences to be expected from an imfortanate campaign did not 
escape his acute penetration, any more than the results of the 
general maxims and opinions we have quoted ; though it must 
be admitted, his views upon all subjects were neither cheerM 
nor dispassionate. 

His wife, who had been an early friend of the Baroness, 
after the experience of so much adversity, found a perfect 
paradise in the arms of her former companion. They had 
grown up tc^ether, had been educated together, and had 
always shared each other's confidence. The early inclina- 
tions of their youth, their more important matrimonial 
interests, their joys and cares and domestic anxieties, had 
always been communicated, either personally or by corres- 
pondence, as they had for years maintained an imintemipted 
intimacy with each other ; but this was at length broken by 
the general troubles of the eventful times. Their present 
intercourse was, for this reason, the more affectionate, and 
their interviews the more frequent ; and the Baroness obsMsrved 
with pleasure, that the intimacy of Louisa with the daughters 
of her £iend was daily increasing. 

Unfortunately, however, the complete enjoyment of the 
delightful neighbourhood around was often disturbed by the 
roar of cannon which was heard in the distance, sometimes 
loudly and sometimes indistinctly, according to the point of 
the wind. Moreover, it was impossible to avoid conversationa 
upon political subjects, which were introduced by the per- 
petual rumours of the day, and which generally disturbed the 
temporary tranquillity of society, as the various ideas and 
opinions of all parties were usually propounded without 
reserve. 

And as intemperate men seldom refrain £rom wine or 
injurious food on account of their experience of the evil 
oonsequences which such enjoyments occasion, so, in this 
instance, the several members of the society we speak o^ 
in place of imposing restraint upon their conversation, aban- 
doned themselves to the irresistible impulse of vexing eaeh 
other, and thus eventually opened a cnannel of most dis- 
agreeable reflections. 
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We can readily suppose that the Privy Councillor adopted 
the opinions of those who advocated the old rigime^ and that 
Charles took the opposite side^ in expectation that the ap- 
proaching changes would heal and reanimate the old shattered 
constitution of the country. 

. The conversation was carried on at first with some degree 
of moderation, particularly as the Baroness sought, by her 
well- timed and graceM interruptions, to maintain the balance 
equal between both parties ; but when the important crisis of 
the conversaticm arrived, and the investment of Mainz was 
about to change to an actual siege, and the fears of all 
increased for &at beautiful city and its abandoned inhabi- 
tants, both sides asserted their opinions with unrestrained 
violence. 

The members of the clubs who had remained in the town 
were particularly discussed, and each expressed his hope of 
their liberation or punishment, according as he approved or 
condemned their conduct. 

Amongst the latter class was the Privy Councillor, whose 
observations were especially displeasing to Charles, as he 
assailed the sound judgment of those people, and charged 
them with a thorough ignorance of the world and of them- 
selves. 

" What blind dolts they must be," he exclaimed, one after- 
noon when the discussion became warm, ^^ to think that a 
great nation, employed in an effort to suppress its own internal 
commotions, and which in sober moments has no other object 
than its own prosperity, can look down upon them with any 
sort of sympathy. Used as temporary tools, they will be 
thrown away at last <m: utterly neglected. How grossly they 
err in thinking that they will ever be admitted into the ranks 
of the French nation. 

•' Nothing is more ridiculous to the strong and powerful, 
than to see weakness and inefficiency setting up its preten- 
sions to equality, wrapped in the obscurity of its own fancies 
and in the ignorance of itself, its powers and its qualities. 
And can you suppose that the great nation, with that good 
fortune with which it has been hitherto &voured, will be less 
haughty and overbearing than any other royal conqueror ? 

^' Many a person who now struts about in his municipal 
robes and gaudy attire, will heartily curse the masquerade 
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T^hen, after having assisted to oppress his own countrymen, 
by a new and disadvantageous change of things, he finds 
himself at last, in his new character, despised by those in 
whom he wholly confided. Indeed, it is my firm opinion, 
that upon the surrender of the town, which must soon take 
place, those people will be abandoned or given up to us. I 
hope they will then receive their reward in that punishment 
they so richly deserve, according to my opinion, which is as 
unprejudiced as possible." 

" Unprejudiced ! " exclaimed Charles with vehemence ; *'I 
beg I may never hear that word again. How can we so 
unequivocally condemn these men } Have they not actually 
devoted their whole lives to the old pursuit of serving the 
more favoured classes of mankind ? Have they not occupied 
the few habitable rooms of the old mansion, and toiled 
diligently therein; or rather have they not felt the inconvenience 
of file deserted part of your State Palace, by the obh'gation 
of living there in a state of misery and oppression ? Uncor- 
rupted by Mvolous pursuits, they do not consider their own 
occupation to be alone noble, — ^but in silence they deplore 
the prejudice, the irregularity, the indolence and ignorance 
upon which your statesmen build their foolish claims to 
reverence, and in silence they pray for a more equal division 
of labour and enjoyment. And who can deny that their ranks 
contain at least some such men of intelligence and virtue, 
who, if they cannot now realize universal good, can fortu- 
nately aid in modifying evil and in preparing for a happy 
future? and if there be such noble beings amongst them, 
should we not deplore the approach of that evil hour, which 
must destroy, perhaps for ever, their fondest anticipations ?" 

The Privy Councillor, upon this, sneered with some degree 
of bitterness at certain youths who were in the habit of 
idealizing upon practical subjects, whilst Charles was equally 
severe upon men whose thoughts were merely formed upon 
antiquated precedents, and who never adopted any but com- 
pulsory reforms. 

By reciprocal contradictions of this nature, the dispute 
became gradually more violent, and every topic was intro- 
duced which has for so many years tended to dismember 
society. In vain did the Baroness endeavour to establish a 
truce, if not to make peace between the contending parties; 
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and the wife of the Privy Councillor, who from her esti- 
mable qualities had acquired some influence over Charles's 
disposition, interposed also to no effect, more particularly 
as her husband continued to launch his poisoned shafts 
against youth and inexperience, and enlarged upon the especial 
aptitude of children to play with fire, a dangerous element 
which they were wholly unable to control. 

Charles, forgetting prudence in his anger, now declared 
openly that he wished every success to the French arms, and 
called upon all his countrymen to aid in putting an end to their 
general slavery, expressing his conviction that their so-called 
enemies would protect every noble German who should join 
them, would regard them and treat tliem as their own coun- 
trymen, and crown them with honours, fortune, and rewards, 
in place of sacrificing or leaving them in misery. 

But the Councillor maintained it was ridiculous to suppose 
that the French would bestow a thought upon them, whether 
they capitukted or not ; that they would probably fall into 
the hands of the allies, by whom he hoped they would all be 
hanged. 

Charles was provoked by this speech, and expressed his 
wish that the guillotine might find a rich harvest in Germany, 
and that no guilty head might escape. He added some 
cutting obser^'ations which were aimed at the Councillor per- 
sonally, and were in every sense ofiensive. 

'* I shall take leave of a society," interrupted the latter, 
"in which everything is now slighted which once seemed 
worthy of respect. I lament that I should be for the second 
time expelled, and now by a fellow-countryman ; but I am 
well aware that less pity may be expected from this new foe 
than from the French themselves ; and I find here a confirma- 
tion of the old proverb, that it is better to fall into the hands 
of the Tm-ks than of renegades." 

So saying, he rose and left the apartment. He was 
followed by his wife, and a general silence ensued. The 
Baroness expressed her displeasure in a few words of stiong 
import. Charles walked up and down the room. The 
Councillor's wife returned in teai's, and stated that her hus- 
band had given directions for leaving, and had actually 
ordered the can-iage. The Baroness went to pacify him, 
whilst the young ladies wept and kissed each other, dis- 
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tressed beyond measure that they were compelled so suddenly 
and so unexpectedly to separate. The Baroness returned 
without succeeding in her wishes. Gradually all those troubles 
approached which it is erer the lot of strangers to encount^. 
The sad moments of separation and departure were bitter 
beyond expression. Hope vanished with the appearance of 
the post-horses, and the general sorrow was redoubled. 

The carriage drove off. The Baroness followed it with her 
eyes full of tears. She left the window and sat down to her 
^nbroidery frame. The silence, and even despair, was 
universal. Charles showed his sorrow by sitting in a comer 
and intently turning over the leaves of a book, directing at 
intervals a melancholy look towards his aunt. At length he 
rose and took his hat, as if about to depart, but turned round 
on reaching the door, and approaching his aunt, he exclaimed 
with a countenance truly noble : *' I have offended you, my 
dear aunt, I have distressed you ; but pardon my thoughtless- 
ness, I acknowledge my &ult, and am deeply sensible of its 
sad consequences." 

" I forgive you," replied the Baroness ; " I entertain no ill- 
feeling towards you — you are a good and noble being, but 
you can never repair the injury you have done. Your error 
has deprived me of a friend to whom, after a long separation, 
I had been restored by the accident of our joint misfortunes, 
and in whose society I have forgotten much of the misery 
which has pursued and threatens us. She herself, driven 
from her home under most painful circumstances, and long a 
fugitive^ after a short repose in the society of old and beloved 
friends, in this delightM spot and comfortable dwelling, is 
again compelled to wander forth; and we lose the company of 
her husband, who, in spite of some peculiarities, is a man of 
noble integrity, possessing an inexhaustible knowledge of 
society and of the world, of facts and experiences which he is 
ever ready to communicate with the most cheerful and delight- 
ful willingness. Of all these enjoyments we have been 
deprived by your fault, and how can you restore what we 
have lost?" 

Charles, — Spare me, my dear Aunt. I feel deeply the 
weight of my fault ; cease to explain to me its evident con- 
sequences. 

Baroness, — ^Rather contemplate them as closely as possible. 
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Talk not of sparing you ; only inquire how your mind may 
be corrected. It is not the first time you have erred, nor 
will it be the last. Ye inexplicable men ! cannot a common, 
suffering, which brings you together under one roof, and 
confines you in one narrow dwelling, induce you to practice 
forbearance towards each other ? Do you need any additional 
calamities than those which are perpetually bursting up<m 
you ? Consider your condition, and act sensibly and justly 
towards those who, in truth, would deprive you of nothing. 
Kestrain your tempers from working and fermenting blindly, 
like some storm or other natural phenomenon which disturbs 
the world. 

Charles made no reply. The tutor advanced from the 
window, where he had been standing, towards the Baroness, 
and said his pupil would improve ; that this event would act 
as a warning, that he should test his progress daily, that he 
would remember the distress the Baroness had endured, and 
would afford convincing evidence of the self-restraint ho 
could practice. 

Baroness, — How easily men deceive themselves, especially 
in this particular. Authority is so delightful a word, and it 
sounds so noble to promise to control ourselves. Men speak 
of it with pleasure, and would persuade us that they can 
seriously practice the virtue. I wish I had ever known a 
man capable of subduing himself in the smallest particular. 
In indifferent matters they affect resolution, as if the loss 
occasioned actual suffering ; whilst their real desires are con- 
sidered as supremely essential, unavoidable, and indispensable. 
I have never known a man capable of enduring the smallest 
privation. 

Tutor, — ^You are seldom unjust, and I have never seen you 
so overpowered by anger and disappointment as at present. 

Baroness, '•^Well, I need not be ashamed of my anger. 
"When I think of my friend, who is now pursuing her journey 
in discomfort, weeping, probably, at the recollection of our 
inhospitality, my heart bums with indignation. 

Tutor, — In your greatest trouble, I have never seen you so 
agitated and exasperated as now. 

Baroness, — ^A small evil, which follows closely upon a 
greater, can fill the cup ; though, in truth, It is no small 
evil to lose a Mend* 
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Tutor, — ^Be comforted, and rely upon our improvement, 
and that we will do all in our power to content you. 

Baroness, — No ; I shall rely upon none of you. But, for 
the future, I will demand obedience from all. I will com- 
mand in my own house. 

" Command, certainly," exclaimed Charles, " and you shall 
not have to complain of our disobedience." 

" My seventy will scarcely be very harsh," rejoined the 
Baroness with a smile, as she recovered herself; '' I am not 
fond of commanding, particularly democrats ; but I will give 
you some advice, and make one request." 

Tutor.— Both shall be strictly observed. 

Baroness. — It would be ridiculous, if I thought to impair 
the interest which you all take in the great events of the 
world, of which we ourselves are indeed the victims. I 
<!annot change the opinions which esLst and are established 
in the mind of each of you, according to his peculiar dis- 
position ; and it would be no less harsh than foolish, to re- 
quire you to suppress them. But I can demand this at least 
^m the circle in which I live, that those of similar sentiments 
shall associate peaceably together, and converse in harmony. 
In your private apartments, during your walks, and wherever 
else you meet, you may comi^unicate together at will, support 
your respective opinions, and enjoy the gratification of an 
ardent conviction. But my dear Mends, let us not forget 
how much we were accustomed to sacrifice of oiu: own in- 
dividual opinions, for the sake of general harmony, long 
before these new topics became the fashion ; and as long as 
the world lasts, we must all, for the general benefit, practice 
some outward self-control. It is not, therefore, for the sake 
of virtue, but in the name of common politeness, that I im- 
plore you now to concede to me a favour, which I think 
I may safely say you have always allowed to the veriest 
stranger. 

It seems to me strange (continued the Baroness), that we 
should have so far forgotten ourselves. What has become of 
our politeness % It used to be the custom in society to avoid 
topics disagreeable to others. Protestants, in the company of 
Catholics, never asserted tbat church ceremonies were ridicu- 
lous ; and the most bigotted Catholic never maintained be- 
fore a Protestant, that the old religion afforded the only chance 
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of salvation. In the presence of a mother who h&d lost her 
son, no one displayed the deep delight he took in his children, 
and an inappropriate word occasioned general embarrassment. 
It seemed the duty of each to repair &e accidental evil ; but 
now the very reverse of all this seems to be the rule. We 
appear to seek the opportunity of introducing subjects calcu- 
lated to give pain. Oh! my dear friends, let us try and 
restore the old system. We have much to endure already ; 
and who knows how soon the colunm of smoke by day, or 
the pillar of flame by night, may announce the destruction 
of our dwellings, and of our most valued possessions. Let us, 
at least, forbear to announce this intelligence with triumph ; 
letus cease, by our own bitter observations, to impress our souls 
with calamities, which it is painful enough to endure in silence. 

When your fjEither died, was it your habit to renew my 
grief upon every opportunity, by a reference to the sad sub- 
ject ? Did you not rather avoid all improper allusion to his 
memory, and seek by your love, your silent sympathy, and 
your incessant attentions, to soften my sorrow, and relieve 
my pain ? Should we not now practice the same kind for- 
bearance, which often brings more consolation than the 
offices of active friendship, more particularly at this time, 
when ours is not the grief of an individual in the midst of a 
happy multitude, where sorrow disappears amid the general 
content, but the grief of thousands, where but few indeed 
are capable of experiencing an accidental or artificial con- 
solation. 

' C%ar^5.— My dear aunt, you have sufficiently humiliated 
us : may we take your hand in token of reconciliation ? 

Baroness, — ^Here it is, on condition that you will obey its 
guidance. We proclaim a general amnesty, which we can- 
not conclude with sufficient speed. 

The young ladies, who had all been dissolved in tears since 
the event we have related, now made their appearance, but 
could not be persuaded to be reconciled to Charles. 

*' You are welcome, children," said the Baroness, addressing 
them. " We have just had a serious conversation, which I trust 
wiU establish peace and harmony amongst us ; perhaps it was 
never more important that we should be friends, and enjoy 
even one brief portion of the day. Let us make this resolution, 
to banish from our conversation all reference to the mere 

2b 
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eyeaais of the time. How long liETe we been depriyed of all 
in3truction and entertaining intercourse ! How long it seems, 
dear Charles, since you have amused us with accounts of 
distant lands, with whose productbns, inhabitants, manners, 
and customs, you aie so well acquainted. And you (continued 
the Baroness, addressing the tutor), you have not lately in- 
structed us in history, ancient or modem, in tiie comparison of 
centuries, or of remarkable men. And you, young ladies ! 
where are the pretty poems which you used to bring forth 
from their hiding-places for the delist of your friends ? what 
has become of aU your free philosophic observations ? Have 
you no more ambition to surprise us with some wond^ul 
mineral specimen, some unknown plant, or remarkaUe insect, 
brought home from your walks, and affintUng occasion for 
pleasing speculations on the mysterious connection of all the 
productions of Nature? Let us restore all those diarming 
amusements, by an agreement, a resolution, a rule, to be use- 
ful, instructive, and, above all things^ companionable towards 
each other ; for all these advantages we can enjoy even in 
the most extreme adversity* Your promise, children." 

They promised eagerly; " And now, I dismiss you,*' added 
the Baroness; '^the evening is fine, amuse yourselves as you 
please, and at supper-time let us enjoy a friendly communion 
t(^ether, after so long an interruption." 

The company separated. Louisa alone remained with her 
mother. 8he could not so easily forget the misfortune of 
losing her companion, and she allowed Charles, whom she had 
invited to accompany her upon a walk, to set out alone. For 
some time the Baroness and her daughter remained leather, 
when the clergyman entered, after a long absence, entirely 
ignorant of what had, in the meantime, happened. Laying 
by his hat and stick, he took a seat, and was about to narrate 
something, when Louisa, pretending to continue a conversa- 
tion with her mother, interrupted his intention witii the fol- 
lowing observations :— 

*' Some of our company will, I think, find the arrangement 
we have come to ratiier disagreeable. When we lived in the 
country, it is true, we were sometimes at a loss for conver- 
sation, for it did not happen so often, as in town, that a girl 
could be slandered, or a young man traduced ; but still vre 
liad an alternative in describing the follies of two gceat ] 
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tions, in finding the Germans as absurd as the French, and 
in representing first one^ and then the other, as Jacobins and. • 
Badicalst But if these topics are forbidden, some of oar 
society will be rendered stupid." 

" Is your observation directed to me, young lady?'' asked 
the old dergyman with a smile. *' Yon know how ready I am 
to be sacrifioed for the benefit of the company. For &ough 
upon all occasions you do credit to your instructors, and eyery 
one finds your society both amiable and delightful, yet there is a 
certain little malicious spirit within you, which, notwithstand- 
ing all your efforts, you cannot entirely subdue, which 
prompts you to take your revenge at my expense. Tell me, 
gracious lady," he continued, turning towanis the Baroness, 
** what has occurred during my absence, and what topics have 
been forbidden to our society ?" 

The Baroness informed him of aU that had taken place. He 
listened attentively, and then observed that *' this regulation 
would probably enable many persons to entertain the company 
better than others." 

" We shall be able to endure it," said Louisa. 

" Such an arrangement," he added, *' will not be grievous 
to those who have been accustomed to rely upon their own 
resources ; on the contrary, they will find it pleasant, since, 
they can amuse the company with pursuits w&ch they have 
followed in private. And do not be offended, young lady, if I 
attribute to society the very existence of all newsmongers, 
spies, and slanderers. For my part I never see persons so 
lively and so animated either at a learned meeting or at a 
public lecture convened for general instruction, as in a society 
-where some piece of scandal is introduced which reflects on 
the character of a neighbour. Ask yourself or ask others, 
what invests a piece of news with its greatest chann ? Not 
its importance, nor its influence, but its mere novelty. 
INoihing old is cared for ; novelty by itself excites our sur- 
prise, awakens the imagination, gently agitates the feelii^, 
and ^requires no exerticm of the reasoning powers. Every 
man can take the most lively interest in a piece of news with 
the least trouble to himself ; indeed since a succession of new 
events cames us rapidly from one circumstance to another, 
nothing is more welcome to the generality of mankind than 
this inducement to constant dissipation, and this opportunity 

2s2 
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of yentmg their spleen and malice in an agreeable and varied 
manner." 

^'Well!" exclaimed Louisa, ^'you shew some skill at 
explanation ; just now you censured indiyiduals, at present 
you condemn mankind in general." 

- *' I do not require," he answered, " that 3rou should render 
me justice ; but this I must say, we who depend upon society 
must act according to its rules, and it would be safer to pro- 
voke its resentment than its ennui, by requiring it to think 
or reflect. We must avoid everything that would tend to 
this result, and pursue by ourselves in private whatever 
would prove unp^teable to the public." 

" By yourselves in private," said Louisa, " many a bottle of 
wine will, I suppose, be drunk, and many a nap taken in the 
daytime." 

' •' I have never," continued the old clergyman, " set much 
value upon my own actions, for I know how little I have done 
for others ; but, however, I am in possession of something 
which may, perhaps, afford agreeable relaxation to this society, 
circumstanced as it is at present." 

"To what do you allude?" inquired the Baroness. 

" Rely upon it," interrupted Louisa, " he has made some 
marvellous collection of scandals." 

" You are mistaken," replied the clergyman. 

" We shall see," answered Louisa. 

"Suffer him to continue, my dear," said the Baroness, 
*' and do not accustom yourself to act in a hard and unfriendly 
manner towards others even in jest, as they may take it ill. 
We have no need to increase our evil habits by practising 
them for entertainment. Tell me, my dear Mend, of what 
does your collection consist ? Will it conduce to our amuse- 
ment ? Have you been long employed about it.* Why have 
you never mentioned it before ?" 

" I will give you an account of the whole matter," rejoined 
the old clergyman. " I have lived long in the world, and have 
paid much attention to public occurrences. I have neither 
talent nor inclination for chronicling great actions, and worldly 
affairs in general are troublesome to me ; but amongst the 
many private histories, true and false, which sometimes 
happen in public, or are related in private, there are some 
which possess a greater attraction than the charm of mere 
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novelty, some which are calculated to improye us by their 
moral application, some which display at a glance the secret 
springs of human nature, and others again whose very absur- 
dities are amusing. Amongst the multitude of occurrences 
which attract our attention and our malice in ordinary life, 
and which are as common as the individuals to whom they 
relate, I have noted down a few on account of their 
peculiar character, because they engaged and excited my 
-attention and feelings, and the very recollection of them 
has never failed to produce a momentary sensation of pure 
and tranquil pleasure." 

" I am curious to hear," said the Baroness, " the nature of 
your anecdotes, and to learn their peculiar character." 

" You may easily suppose," replied the clergyman, " that 
they are not about disputes or family matters. Such things 
have little interest except for those who are engaged in them." 

Louisa.'^And what are yours about ? 

Clergyman, — Why, for the most part, they treat of those 
amotions by which Mends become attached or disunited, 
happy or miserable, and by which they are more frequently 
entangled than improved. 

Zotttffa.— Indeed ! I suppose you will produce a collection 
of merry adventures for our instruction and improvement. 
Excuse me for making this observation, dear mamma ; it 
seems so evident, and it is, of course, allowable to speak the 
truth. 

Clergyman, — I suspect that you will not find anything in 
ihe whole collection which may be styled merry. 

Louisa, "^Axudi what would you consider of that descrip- 
tion ? 

C2^r^yman.— Scandalous dialogues or situations are my 
abhorrence. I object equaDy that common adventures, which 
are unworthy of engaging our attention, should be told with 
exa^erated importance ; they excite our expectations unduly, 
in place of giving real pleasure to the mind. They make a 
mystery of tiiat which should be wholly unveiled, or from 
which we should altogether turn our eyes. 

ZouMa.— I do not understand you. You will, however, 
relate your stories with some degree of elegance. I hope our 
«ar8 will not be ofPended by any coarse adventures. You 
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must consider us in iihe light of a ladies' seminary, and look 
for our thanks as your recompense. 

. ClergynMm, — ^Nothing of the sort. But in truth, you will 
hear nothing new, particularly as I have, for sonui time back, 
observed that you never miss the perusal of certain criti- 
cisms in some of the learned reviews* 

Louisa. — You are really too bad. 

Clergyman, — ^You are engaged to be married, and I there- 
fore pardon you. But I am obliged to show that I also 
possess arrows which I know how to use. 

Baroness. — I see your object plainly, but you must let her 
see it likewise. 

Clergyman. — ^Then I must repeat what I said at the b^in- 
ning of this conversation. But it seems you had not the 
politeness to pay attention. 

Louisa. — What is the use of attention, or of much argu- 
ment } Look at the matter in any light, they will be scan- 
dalous stories, in some shape or other, and nothing else. 

Clergyman. — ^Must I repeat, young lady, liiat a well-regu- 
lated mind only perceives scan(M, when it reads of wicked- 
ness, arrogance, a desire to injure, and an unwillingness to 
oblige ; and from such spectacles he should avert his eyes. 
He finds pleasure in the narration of trifling fimlts and 
failiii^s, and contemplates with satisfaction those points of 
thje story where good men contend with then^elves, with 
their desires and their intentions, where silly and conceited 
mortals are rebuked, corrected, or deceived, and where 
hopes, wishes, and designs are disturbed, interrupted, and 
.frustrated, or unexpectedly fulfilled, accomplished, and con- 
firmed. But on those scenes where accident combines with 
human weakness and inefficiency, he dwells with the greatest 
delight, and none of the heroes whose history he authenti- 
cates, has either blame to apprehend, or praise to expect 
from him. 

Baroness. — ^Your introduction excites our wish to hear a 
specimen. We have spent the greater part of our lifetime 
in one circle, and have never experienced anything worthy to 
find a place in such a collection. 

Clergyman. — ^Much undoubtedly depends upon the ob- 
server, and upoA the peculiar view he takes of ocouxr^noea* 
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But, however, I will nat deny that I have made large extracts 
from dd books and traditions. Perhaps you wifi have no 
ohjection to see some of your old friends with new feces. And 
this gives me a privilege of which I must not be deprived 
•—that none of my tales dball be doubted. 

Louisa. — ^But we are not to be prevented from recognising 
our friends and acquaintances, or, if we please, from ex- 
pounding the enigma. 

Clergyman. — Certainly not. But you will allow me, under 
such circumstances, to produce an old folio, to prove that 
the identical occurrence happened, and was made matter of 
record, some centuries ago. And I must be permitted to 
smile, when some narration is pronounced to be an old fable, 
though it may have taken place amongst ourselves, without 
our being able to recognise the characters. 

ZotitVa.— We shall never begin. Had we not better declare 
a truce for this evening, and do you commence a story at 
once, by way of specimen ? 

Clergyman, — ^Permit me, in this instance, to be guilty of 
disobedience. The entertainment is intended for the '^ole 
assembled company. We must not deprive them of it, and 
I must premise beforehand, that whatever I have to say, pos- 
sesses no value in itself. But when my audience, after some 
serious occupation, wishes for a brief repose, and already sated 
with good things, desires the addition of a light dessert, then 
I shall be ready, and only hope that what I shall provide 
may not prove unpalatable. 

Baroness, — In that case, we had better postpone the amuse- 
ment till to-morrow. 

Louisa,'^! am beyond measure curious to know what it 
will be. 

Clergyman, — ^You must not be so, young lady ; for high 
expectations are seldom satisfied. 

That same evening, after dinner, the Baroness retired early 
to her apartment, whilst the rest of the company remained 
together, and discussed the many reports which were current, 
and the various incidents which had happened. As is gene- 
rally the case in such drcumstaiioesy few of them knew what 
to doubt, or what to believe. 

The old Clergyman had his remedy for such an eraergeney. 
^ I propose," md he, '^ as the most convenient plan, that we 
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all believe implicitly whatever we find pleasant, and that we 
reject, without ceremony, whateiver we find unpleasant, and 
t^t we allow everything to be true which can prove itself." 

It was then remarked by some one, that men generally 
acted in this way ; and after some desultory, conversation, 
they commented upon that strange propensity of our nature 
to believe, in the marvellous. They talked of romances and 
visions; and when the old Clerg}man had promised at a 
future time to relate some interesting anecdotes upon these 
subjects, Louisa exclaimed, ''.It will be extremely good of 
you, and you will merit our gratitude, by telling us a story of 
that description now, for we are all in the proper humour for 
it; we shall pay attention and be thankful. Without need- 
ing further entreaties, the old Clergyman commenced at once, 
as follows : — . » 

During my residence in Naples, an event happened which 
attracted universal attention, and with re^Lrd to which public 
opinion varied exceedingly. Some persons maintained that 
the. circumstance had actually occurred; whilst others as- 
serted, that though true in general, it was founded upon a 
gross deceit. The latter class of persons were at further 
variance amongst themselves, — ^they could not agree who 
was the deceiver. Others held it to be far from clear that 
spirituid natures were incapable of influencing the elements 
and human bodies, and maintained that we were not justified 
in pronouncing every marvellous occurrence to be a fraud or 
a delusion. But now to the facts themselves. 

At the time I speak of, a singer named Antonelli was the 
favourite of the Neapolitan public. In the bloom of youth, 
beauty, and talents, she was deficient in none of those 
enchantments by which women can allure and captivate, and 
render a certain class of their favourites happy. She 
was not insensible to the charms of Iqve and flattery, but 
naturally temperate and sensible, she knew how to enjoy 
the delights of both, without losing that self-respect wMd^ 
was so essential to her happiness. The young, the distin- 
guished, and the rich, flocked to her in crowds, but she ad- 
mitted few to her friendship ; and if she pursued her own 
inclination in the choice of her admirers, ehe evinced, upon 
all occasions, so firm and resolute a character, that she at- 
tached every person to her. I had an opportunity of ob- 
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fserving her upon one occasion, in consequence of my dose 
intimacy with one of her especial favourites. 

Some years had elapsed ; her friends were numerous, and 
amongst the number were many foolish, simple, and fickle 
personages. It was her opinion, that a lover who, in a cer- 
tain sense, is everything to woman, generally proves de- 
ficient in those very emergencies when she most needs his 
assistance ; as, for example, in the difficulties of life, in 
domestic necessities, and upon the occurrence of sudden dis- 
asters. In such times, she maintained, that his own self-love 
often proved absolutely prejudicial to his mistress, and his 
- advice became positively dangerous. 

Her former attachments were insufficient to satisfy her soul 
The void required to be filled. She wished for a friend, 
and scarcely had she felt this want, than she found a youth 
amongst those who sought her favours, upon whom sfie be- 
stowed her confidence, of which in every respect he seemed 
worthy. 

He was a native of Genoa, who had taken up his residence 
in Naples, to transact the mercantile business of a firm 
to which he belonged. His natural talents had been 
improved by a most excellent education. His knowledge was 
extensive, his mind and body were sound and active, and his 
general conduct might serve as a model, and in his attention 
to others he ever seemed forgetful -of himself. He was 
imbued with the commercial spirit for which his native town 
was distinguished. All his speculations were upon a large 
scale. His condition, however, was none of the happiest. The 
firm had entered into some unfortunate transactions, and 
became entangled in ruinous law-suits. Time only increased 
the difficulties, and the anxiety which he endured gave him 
an air of melancholy, which was not unbecoming, and made 
Antonelli still more desirous of his acquaintance, from the 
id^a that he stood in need of a friend. 

Until now he had only seen Antonelli in public, but at his first 
reqtiest, she granted him the entree to her house, even inviting 
him to visit her, a favour which he did not fail to accept. 

She lost no time in communicating to him her confidence and 
her wishes. He was no less surprised than delighted at her 
proposals. She implored him earnestly to be her friend, but 
to make no pretensions to the privileges of a lover. She 
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made him aoqtiainted with some embarrassments in which 
she had become inyolved, and his great ezprnence enabled 
him to offer advice and assistance for her speedy release. 
In return for this confidence, he unfolded to her his own 
situation, and whilst she endeaTOured to cheer and con- 
sole him, many new plans occurred to him^ which he had not 
thought of before, and she thus appeared to be his adviser, 
and a reciprocal friendship, founded on the highest regard 
and respect, was established between them. 

Unfortunately we do not always consider the practicability 
of ^e obligations we incur. He had promised to be her 
friend, and to make no pretensions to the privileges of a 
lover. But he could not deny that her visitors, in that cha- 
racter, were not only unwelcome to, but were detested by 
him; and he felt it extremely painful when she thought 
to amuse him with the description of their various (£a» 
racters. 

It soon happened, fortunately, or perhaps unfortunately, 
that her heart was again free. This was a source of extreme 
delight to our young friend, who lost no time in entreating 
that the vacant place might be allotted to him. With some 
reluctance she listened to his proposals. *' I fear," she said, 
*' that in maVing this concession, I shall lose my friend." Her 
anticipation was correct, ibr scarcely had he for a short time 
filled this double character, than he found her temper change. 
As her friend he had been content with her respect — 
as a lover he demanded her affection, and as an intelligent and 
accomplished man, he sought for constant entertainment. 
But this was more than Antonelli expected. She was unwil- 
ling to make an entire sacrifice of herself, and had no wish to 
surrender her absolute liberty to any one. She soon adopted 
ingenious expedients for curtailing the length of his vudts, 
f<Mr avoiding his presence, and for making him sensible that 
she would not consent to forego her independence for any 
consideration. 

This discovery was to him a source of the greatest miaery» 
and unfortunately the calamity did not come alone. Ks 
domestic afiairs became more and more involved, and he 
found reason for reproaching himself with having always eon- 
sidered his income as inexhaustible, and vrith having n^;leeted 
his business in order to engage in foreign travel, and to naake 
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a greater figure in the world than he was entitled to do, either 
from the advantages of his birth or income. The law-suits 
from which he expected so much, were tardy and expensive. 
They took Mm frequently to Palermo, and upon the occasion 
of hjs last journey thither, Antonelli adopted means to change 
the nature of her establishment, for the purpose of becoming 
gradually disengaged from him. On his return, he found her 
in another residence, at some distance from his ; and he saw 
that the Marquis of S., who at that time exercised great 
influence in the world of fashion, had unreserved admission 
to her house. He was greatly affected by this discovery, 
wbich brought on a serious illness. Upon hearing this sad 
intelligence, Antonelli hastened to him, attended him, and 
as she was fully aware that his purse was but scantily sup- 
plied, she left a laige sum of money, which supplied lus 
necessities for a considerable time* 

In consequence of his efforts to restrain her freedom, he had 
fallen considerably in her estimation* As her attachment 
diminished, her suspicions increased, and she at length began 
to think that a person who had managed his own afi^rs so 
badly, was not entitled to a high character for good sense. 
But he was unaware of the great change which had taken 
place in her feelii^ towards him ; and he attributed her 
anxiety for his recovery, and the constancy of her attentions 
which induced her to spend whole days at his bedside, rather 
to her love for him than to compassion for his sufferings ; and 
he hoped upon his recovery, to find himself once more rein- 
stated in her fiivom:. 

But he was grievously mistaken. With his restoration to 
health and strength, all semblance of affection disappeared, 
and he now seemed as odious ui her eyes as he had formerly 
proved agreeable. In addition to this, his temper had uncon- 
flciously become soured and unbearable. He attributed to 
others all the blame of his own misfortunes, and justified 
himself fully from their evil consequences. He considered 
himself an injured and persecuted invalid, and looked for a 
complete recompense for all his troubles, in the devoted affec- 
tion of his mistress. 

With these exalted expectations he visited Antonelli im- 
mediately upon his recovery. He would be satisfied with 
nothing short of her entire affection, the dismissal of all her 
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other friends and acquaintance, her complete retirement from 
the stage, and the devotion of herself to him alone. She de- 
monstrated the impossibility of complying with these requests, 
at first in a playful, and aaterwards in a more serious tone. 
At length she communicated to him the sad intelligence that 
their connection must end. He left her and never returned. 

He lived for several years afterwards in a retired manner, in 
the house of a pious old lady, who had a small independence. 
At this period he gained his first law-suit, and soon after- 
wards he was successful in another; but this change of 
fortune came too late, his health was undermined, and the 
joy of his existence had vanished. A slight accident brought 
on a relapse, and the physician announced to him his ap- 
proaching death. He heard his fate without a murmur, 
and merely expressed a wish to see his beautiful friend once 
more. He sent his servant to her — ^the same messenger who, 
in happier days, had been the bearer of many a delightful 
answer to him. He entreated an interview; she refosed. 
He sent a second time, and implored her to consent ; she was 
still inexorable. At length, at midnight, he sent a third 
time. She was embarrassed, and communicated her situation 
to me, as I had been invited, along with the Marquis and 
some other friends, to spend the evening at her house. . I 
advised her, indeed begged her, to show some last attentions 
to her friend. She appeared undecided at first, but after a 
short reflection, she made up her mind, and dismissed the 
servant with a refusal. He did not return. 

After supper we were all engaged in social conversation, 
and general animation and hilaiity reigned aroimd. Suddenly, 
a little after midnight, a piercing shriek of bitter, painful la^ 
mentation was heard. We rose from the table, looked at each 
other, and wondered what this strange event could possibly 
mean. The sound seemed to come from the middle of the 
room in which we were assembled, and to re-echo again from 
the wall. The Marquis rushed to the window, whilst we 
endeavoured to support Antonelli, who had fainted. By de- 
grees she came to herself. She had scarcely opened her eyes 
than the jealous and passionate Marquis loaded her with the 
bitterest reproaches. " If you choose to have these myste- 
rious understandings with your friends," said he, "at least 
let them be of a less fearful nature." She replied, with her 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE GEBMAK SKIOBAKIS- 381 

wonted presence of mind, ** that as she had always enjoyed 
the right of seeing her friends whenever she pleased, she 
would scarcely select such appalling sounds as they had just 
heard, to indicate approaching happiness. 

And in truth the cry had someth&g in it unspeakahly ap- 
palling. The long-coQtinued scream of anguish dwelt upon 
our ears, and made our very limbs tremble. Antonelli was 
pale, motionless, and in a continual faint. We sat with her 
for half the night ; but we heard nothing further. On the 
fbllowing night, the same company, who had met together 
not quite so cheerful as usual, though with a reasonable supply 
of courage, about the same hour of midnight, heard the same 
identical loud and appalling shriek. 

We had, in the meantime, wearied our imaginations in 
framing conjectures as to the cause of the cry, and thinking 
firom whence it could proceed. But why should I weary you ? 
Whenever Antonelli supped at home, at the self-same hour 
the same shriek was heard, sometimes louder, and sometimes 
fainter. It was spoken of all over Naples. The mystery ex- 
cited universal attention. The police were called out Spies 
were placed in every direction, to detect the cause of the 
mystery. To persons in the street, the shriek appeared to 
come from the open air, whilst in the house it seemed to pro- 
ceed from the very room in which Antonelli was sitting. 
When she supped abroad nothing whatsoever occurred ; but 
as often as she supped at home, the horrid shriek was inva- 
riably heard. 

But her absence from home did not upon all occasions pro- 
tect her from this fearful visitation. Her many personal 
recommendations secured her a welcome reception in the 
most distinguished &milies. A pleasant companion, she was 
eyerywhere well received, and it had lately become her cus- 
tom, in order to escape the fearful visitation we have described, 
to spend her evenings from home. 

(>De evening a gentleman of great respectability, from his 
age and position, accompanied her to her house in his carriage. 
When in the act of taking leave of him at the door, a loud 
shriek was heard, which seemed to come from between them; 
and the gentlemen, who, like many others, had often heard of 
this mysterious occurrence, was lifted into his carriage more 
like a corpse than a living person. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



382 eosTBB* 

Upon another occasiony a yoong singer, to whom she 
was partial, droye through the town with her at evening, to 
visit a friend. He likewise had frequently heard of the w(mi« 
derful phenomenon we have related, and, with the spirits of a 
light-hearted youth, had expressed his douhts of its reality, 
l^ey spoke of the circumstanoe. *' I wish extremely," said 
he, " that I could hear the voice of your invisible companion; 
call him, perhaps he will come ; we are two, and need not fear 
him." From thoughtlessness, or indifference to danger, I 
know not which, she called the spirit, and instantly the pierdng 
shriek issued, as it were, from the middle of the carriage : 
three times it was heard, and then died away giadus&f. 
Arrived at the house of their friend, both parties were found 
insensible in the carriage; with difficulty they recoyered 
their senses sufficiently to relate what had happened. 

It was some time before Antonelli completely recovered. 
Her health became impaired by the constantly recurring fr^ht 
she sustained; but when, at length, her fearful visitor ap- 
peared to intend that she should enjoy some repose, she begaa 
to hope for a complete cessation from this annoyance ; but this 
expectation was premature. 

At the end of ike Carnival, accompanied by a young female 
acquaintance and a servant, she set out upon an excursion of 
pleasure. It was her intention to visit a friend in the coun- 
tiy . Night came on before she reached her destination : an 
accident occurred to the carriage, and she was necessitated to 
take refuge in a small country iuD, and to put up with the 
indifferent accommodation it afforded. 

Her companion had already gone to bed, and the servant, 
having arranged the night-light, was about to retire, when hear 
mistress observed jestingly — " I think we are at the end of 
the world, it is a dreadful night, should he only find us out ?** 
That very instant the shriek was heard more piercing and 
louder than ever. Her companion was terrified beyond ck- 
pre^ion, sprang from her bed, rushed down stairs, and alarmed 
the whole house. No one that night closed an eye. It was, 
however, the last time the shriek was heard. But the unwel- 
come visitor soon found another more frightful mode of indi- 
cating his presence. 

He was quiet for a short time, when one evening, at the 
accustomed hour, as Antonelli sat with her compaaioDS at 
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t^e, a shot from a gun, or from a heavilj loaded pistol, was 
fired in at the window. Every one heard the report, every 
one saw the flash, but upon the closest inspection the window 
was found not to have sustained the slightest injury. But 
the circumstance seemed to every one of the most alarming 
importance, and all thought that an attempt had been made 
upon Antonelli's life. The police were called^ and the neigh- 
bouring house was searched ; but as nothing suspicious was 
found, guards were placed in it, next day, from top to bottom. 
Her own dwelling was carefully examined, and spies were 
even dispersed about the streets. 

But aU this precaution was useless. For three months in 
succession, at the very same hour, the shot was fired through 
the same window; without the slightest injury to the glass ; 
and what was especially remarkable, this always took place 
exactly one hour before midnight, although in Naples time 
is coimted after the Italian fashion, and the term midnight is 
never used. 

But custom at length reconciled all parties to this occur-^ 
rence, as it had done to the previous one, and the ghost began 
to lose credit by reason of his very harmless tricks. The shot 
ceased to alarm the company, or even to interrupt their con- 
versation. 

One evening, at the end of a very sultry day, Antonelli 
opened the window, without thinking of the hour, and went 
out with the Marquis upon the balcony. They had scarcely 
been in the air a couple of minutes when the shot ex- 
ploded between them, and drove them back into the house, 
where for some time they lay apparently lifeless on the floor. 
When they recovered, each Mt the pain of a violent blow 
upon the cheek, one on the right side, the other on the left ; 
but as no further injury was apparent, the singularity of the 
circumstance merely occasioned a few jocular observations. 

From this time the shot was not repeated in the house, 
and Ant(»ielli thought she was at last completely deli- 
vered from her invisible tormentor ; when one evening, upon 
makiug a little excursion with a frioid, she was terrified 
beyond measure by a most unexpected ixicident. Her way 
lay through the Chiaja, where her Genoese friend had formerly 
lived. It was bright moonlight. A lady who sat near her 
asked, '* Is not that the house in which ^gnor -— — died ¥* 
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*^ As well as 1 can recollect, it is one of those two,*' answered 
Antonelli ; — ^the words were scarcely uttered when the shot 
was fired from one of the two houses alluded to, and it pene- 
trated the carriage. The driver thought he was wounded, 
and drove forward with all possible speed. Arrived at their 
destination, the two ladies were lifted lifeless from thecarrii^. 

But this was the last alarm of that kind. The unseen foe 
now changed his plan, and one evening, shortly afterwards, a 
loud clapping of hands was heard before the window. As a 
popular singer and &vourite actress, she was more fJEuniliar 
with sounds of this description. They did not inspire terror, 
and might have proceeded, perhaps, from one of her nume- 
rous admirers. She paid no attention to them. Her Mends, 
however, were more watchful, and distributed their guards as 
before. They continued to hear the noise, but saw nobody, 
and began to indulge a hope that the unaccountable mystery 
would soon completely end. 

After a short time it became changed in character, and 
assumed the form of agreeable sounds. They were not 
strictly speaking melodious, but were, however, of a soft 
and pleasing character. To an accurate observer they 
seemed to proceed from the corner of the street^ to float about 
in the empty space before Antonelli's window, and there to 
die away in the most soft and delightful manner. It seemed 
as if some heavenly spirit wished, by means of a sweet pre- 
lude, to draw attention to a lovely melody which he designed 
to play. But these sounds also ceased at length, and were 
heard no more after the wonder had lasted for about a year 
and a half. 

The Clergyman here paused for a few moments in his narra- 
tive, and the entire company began to express their opinions, 
and their doubts about the truth of the tale. 

The narrator answered that the story ought to he true, if it 
was intended to be interesting, as a manufactured tale could 
possess but little merit. Some one here observed that he 
thought it singular no one had inquired about AntoneUi's 
deceased Mend, or the circumstances of his death, as perhaps 
some light might by this means have been thrown upon the 
whole affair. 

■ '* But this was done," replied the Clergyman ; " I was myself 
curious enough, immediately after the first mysterious occur* 
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rence, to go to the house under the pretext of yisiting the 
lady who had attended him in his last moments with a 
mother*s care. This lady informed me that the deceased was 
passionately attached to Antonelli, that during the last hours 
of his exis;tence he had spoken of nothing but her ; that at 
one time he addressed her as an adorable angel, and at another 
as little better than a demon. 

When his sickness became desperate, his whole thoughts 
were fixed on seeing her once more before his death, perhaps 
in the hope of obtaming from her an expression of affection, 
of pity, of attachment, or of love. Her unwillingness to see 
him afflicted him exceedingly, and her last decisive refusal 
hastened his decease. In despair he cried out, '*No! it 
shall not avail her. She avoids me, but after my death, she 
shall have no rest from me." In a paroxysm of this kind he 
expired, and only too late do we learn, that the dead can 
keep their word on the other side of the grave. 

The company began once more tor express their opinions 
about the story. At length Fritz observed : " I have a sus- 
picion, but I shall not tell it till I have thought over all the 
oircumstanccs again, and put my combinations to the proof." 

Being somewhat strongly pressed, he endeavoured to avoid 
giving an answer, by requesting that he might be allowed to 
relate an anecdote, which, though it might not equal the 
preceding one in interest, was of the same character, inasmuch 
as it could not be explained with any certainty. 

'' A gallant nobleman," he commenced, '* who inhabited an 
xincient castle, and was father of a large family, had taken 
into his protection an orphan girl, who, when she attained the 
age of fourteen years, was employed in attending the mis- 
tress of the house, in duties immediately about her person. 
She gave complete satisfaction, and her whole ambition 
seemed to consist in a wish to evince her gratitude to her 
benefactor, by attention and fidelity. She possessed various 
charms both of mind and person, and was not without suitors 
for her hand. But none of these proposals seemed likely 
to conduce to her happiness, and the girl herself did not evince 
the least inclination to change her condition. 

" On a sudden it happened that as she went through the 
house, intent upon her various duties, she heard sounds of 
knocking, which came from about her and beneath her* At 
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first thk seemed accidental, but as the knockiiig nerer ceased, 
and beat almost in unison with her footsteps, she became 
alarmed, and scarcely left the room of her mistEess, where 
alone she found she could enjoy security. 

" These sounds were heard by every one who aceompanied 
her, or who stood near her. At first the subject was treated 
as a jest, but at length it was regarded in a more sexdous 
light. The master of the house, who was of a cheerful dis- 
position, now took the matter in hand. The knocking was 
never heard when the maiden remmned motionless, and when 
she walked, was perceived not so evidently when she put her 
foot to the groxmd, as when she raised it to advance another 
step. But the sounds were often irregular, and they were 
observed to be more than usually loud when the maiden 
went transversely across a certain large apartment in the 
castle. 

'* The old nobleman, one day having workmen in the house, 
caused the flooring to be suddenly raised behind the maiden, 
when the knocking sounds were at the loudest. Nothing, 
however, was found but a couple of rats, who, distofbed by 
the search, gave occasion to a chase, and to considerable 
uproar in ^e house. 

"Provoked by this circumstance and by the disappoint- 
ment, the nobleman determined upon adopting strong mea- 
sures. He took down his large whip from the waSl, and 
swore that he would flog the maiden to death if he heard the 
knocking any more. From this time forth she could go 
through the house without the slightest molestaticm, and the 
knocking was never heard again." 

" Whereby,** observed Louisa, sagaciously, ** we may ccm- 
clude that the young maiden was her o'wn ghost, and practised 
this joke, and played the fool with the family, to indulge some 
whim of her own." 

"Not at all," answered Fritz; "for those who ascribed 
the mysterious occurrence to a ghost, believed that the 
maiden's guardian angel wished her to leave the house, but 
was anxious also to protect her from injury. Others took 
another view, and maintained that one of the girFs lovers had 
the cleverness to occasion these sounds, in order to drive her 
out of the house into his arms. But be this as it may, tkxe 
poor child became quite ill in consequence, and was reduced 
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to a melancholy spectre, though she had formerly been the 
most cheerful and lively and merry person in the whole 
establishment. But such a change in personal appearance 
can be explained in more ways than one." 

" It is a pity," observed Fritz, " that these occurrences are 
not always more particularly examined, and that in judging 
of events which so much interest us, we are obliged to 
hesitate between different appearances, because the circum- 
stances under which they happen have not been all 
observed." 

'' True," replied the old Clergyman, " but it is so extremely 
difficult to make this examination at the very moment when 
anything of the kind happens, and to take every precaution 
that nothing shall escape, in which deceit or fraud may be 
concealed. Can we, for example, detect a conjuror so easily, 
though we are perfeclily conscious that he is deluding us ?" 

He had scarcely iiniflhed this observation, than a loud 
report was suddenly heard in one comer of the apartment. 
Every one leaped up, whilst Charles said, jokingly, " Surely 
the noise does not proceed from some dying lover." 

He would willmgly have recalled the expression, for 
Louisa became suddenly pale, and stammered forth that 
she felt apprehension about the safety of her intended. 

Fritz, to divert her attention, took up the light, and went 
towards a reading-desk, which stood in a comer of the apart- 
ment. The semicircular top was split through — this, then, was 
the cause of the report which they had heard ; but it immedi- 
ately oecurred to -diem, that the reading-desk was of the best 
workmanship, and had occupied the very same spot for years, 
and they were all, therefore, astonished that it should be so 
suddenly split asunder. It had even been praised more than 
once, as a very model piece of furniture ; and how, there- 
fore, could this accident have occurred, without even the 
slightest change having taken place in the temperature ? 

*' Quick ! " said Charles, " let us settle this point at once, 
by examining the barometer." The quicksilver maintained 
the same point it had held for some days. And even the 
thermometer had not fallen more than could be reconciled 
with the difference of the temperature between day and 
night. "It is a pity that we have not a hygrometer at 
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band," he exclaimed, ** the very instrument that wonld have 
been most serviceable. 

<< It seems," said the old Clergyman, *^ that the most 
valuable instrument always fails when we are engaged in 
supernatural inquiries." They were interrupted in their re- 
flections by the entry of a servant, who announced that a 
great fire was visible in the heavens, though no one could 
say whether it was raging in the town, or in the neighbour- 
hood. 

The circumstances we have just related made the whole 
party more susceptible of terror, and they were therefore 
much agitated by the news. Fritz hastened up to the 
belvidere of the house, where a map of the adjacent coxmtry 
was suspended, by means of which he was enabled, even at 
night, to point out with tolerable accuracy, the various posi- 
tions of the surrounding places. The rest of the party 
remained together, not without some sensations of fear and 
anxiety. 

Fritz announced, upon his return, that he had no good 
news to tell. '* The fire does not seem to be in the town, 
but upon the property of our aunt I am well acquainted," 
said he, "with the locality, and believe I am not mis- 
taken." Each one lamented the destruction of the fine 
building, and calculated the loss. '' A strange thought has 
just occurred to me," said Fritz, " which may quiet our 
minds as to the mystery of the reading-desk. Consider how 
long it is since we heard the report." They counted the 
minutes, and thought it had occurred about half-past twelve. 
" Now you will probably laugh," continued Fritz, '* when I 
tell you my conjecture. You know that our mother, a good 
many years ago, made our aunt a present of a reading-de^, in 
every respect similar to this one. They were both finished 
with the greatest care, by the same workman, at the same 
time, and cut out of one piece of wood. Both have lasted 
well until now ; and I. will lay a wager, that at this very 
instant, the second reading-desk is actually burning at the 
house of my aunt, and its twin-brother here is aMcted at 
the disaster. To-morrow I will set out and investi^te this 
singular fact, as thoroughly as I am able." 

Whether Frederick really entertained the above opinion, 
Of whether his wish to tranquillize his sister suggested the 
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idea, we are unable to decide; they, however, seized the 
opportunity to speak of many undeniable sympathies, and 
ended by discovering that a sympathy actually existed between 
pieces of timber formed from one tree, and pronounced it 
probable that the same sympathy subsisted between pieces 
of work completed by the same hand. They agreed that 
these things resembled natural phenomena, fuUy as much as 
other things which were often adduced, and which, although 
quite evident, are incapable of explanation. '* And in my 
opinion," added Charles, "every phenomenon, as well as every 
feet, is peculiarly interesting for its own sake. Whoever 
explains it, or connects it with other circumstances, only 
makes a jest of it, or deludes us : this is done, for example, 
by the natural philosopher and the historian. But an uncon- 
nected fact or event is interesting, not because it is expli- 
cable or probable, . but because it is true. When at midnight 
the flames consumed your aunt's reading-desk, the extraor- 
dinary splitting of ours, at the very same time, was a palpable 
feet, however explicable or connected with other things it 
may be." 

Though night was by this time far advanced, none of the 
company felt any inclination to retire ; and Charles, in his 
turn, asked permission to tell a story, which, though equally 
interesting, might seem perhaps more natural and explicable 
than the previous ones. " Marshal Bassompierre," he said, 
" relates it in his Memoirs, and I may be permitted to teU it 
in his name. 

** I had remarked for ^ve or six months, that whenever I 
crossed the little bridge (for at that time the Pont Neuf had 
not been built), a very handsome shopkeeper, over the door 
of whose establishment was painted the sign of " The Two 
Angels," always saluted me with a low and respectful bow, 
and followed me with her eyes as far as she could see me. 
This conduct on her part surprised me extremely, but I always 
directed my looks to her, and saluted her in return. I rode 
on one occasion from Fontainbleau to Paris, and when I had 
arrived at the little bridge, she appeared at the door of her 
shop, and said, ' Your servant, sir '.' I returned the salute, 
and as I looked back from time to time, I observed that she 
was as usual leaning forward, to keep me in view as long as 
possible. 
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" My aerraiit was following with s poBtilion, as I wislted to 
send some letters back to some ladies in Fontainbleau the 
same day. I ordered ih& servant to alight, to go to the 
pretty shopkeeper, and to tell h«r from me, that I had no- 
ticed her wish to speak to me, and that if she desired my 
acquaintance, I would visit her whenever she wished. She 
answered that I could have sent her no more delightful news, 
that she would meet me whenever I should appoint, on con- 
dition that she might be allowed to pass a night under the 
same roof with me. I accepted the proposal, and asked the 
servant to find a place where I might appoint an assignation. 
He said he would lead me to a friend's house, but advised 
me, as fever was then very prevalent, to provide myself with 
my own house-linen. "When evening came, I went to the 
appointed house, where I found a very beautiful young 
woman awaiting my arrival. She was attired in a charming 
head-dress, and wore the finest linens. Her tiny feet were 
adorned with slippers, worked in gold and silk, and her 
person was covered with a loose mantle of the softest satin 
texture. Suffice it to say, that I never saw a more charming 
person. In the morning I asked when I could see her again, 
as it was then Thursday night, and it was not my intention 
to leave the tovm before the following Sunday. 

" She replied, that she was more anxious for a fresh appoint- 
ment than I could possibly be ; but that it would be imprac- 
ticable, unless* I could postpone my departure, as I could 
only see her on Sunday night. To this I made some diffi- 
culty, which caused her to complain that I was tired of her, 
and therefore wished to set out on Sunday ; ' but,' she 
added, ' you will soon think of me again, and will be glad 
to forfeit a day, to pass a night with me.' 

" I was easily persuaded. I promised to stay during Sunday, 
and to meet her in the evening, at the same place. She 
answered me as follows : ' I am quite aware, that on your 
account, I have allowed myself to meet you imder circum- 
stances calculated to ruin my character ; but I have done 
this in obedience to an irresistiblfe desire to enjoy your society. 
But so great an indiscretion cannot be repeated. I shall 
excite the jealousy of my husband, though one might risk 
even that for the satisfaction of an irresistible passion. For 
your sake I have come to this house, which has been hon- 
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oiired by yotor presence. But if yoa desire to see me 
again, yon must meet me at the resid^ce of my Aunt.' 

" She described the house with great particularity, and then 
added, ' I shall expect you at ten o'clock. From that time 
till midnight the door shall be open. You will jBnd a small 
entrance, through which you must advance, as my Aunt's 
door is at the &rther end. You will then see a flight of 
stairs opposite to you. They lead to the first floor, and there 
I shall be expecting you with open arms.' 

'' I made all my arrangements. I sent away my things, dis- 
missed my servants, and waited impatiently the arrival of 
Sunday night, when I was to see my charming companion 
once more. At ten o'clock I was at the appointed place. I 
found the door which she had described, close shut, and 
obserVed lights in the house, which seemed every now and 
then to blaze up into a flame. I knocked impatiently in 
order to announce my arrival, and I was immediately saluted 
by the hoarse voice of a man inquiring what I wanted ? I 
retired disappointed, and paced restlessly up and down the 
street. At length I returned to the house, and found the 
door then wide open. I hurried through the passage and 
ascended the stairs. Judge of my astonishment at finding 
the room occupied by two men, who were employed in burn- 
ing a mattress and some bed-clothes, while I saw before me 
two naked corpses stretched upon the floor. I hastened away 
instantly, and in rushing down stairs, knocked against two 
men carrying a coffin, who asked me angrily what I wanted. 
I drew my sword to protect myself, and finally reached my 
home in a state of the greatest excitement I swallowed 
half a dozen glasses of wine, as a preservative against the 
fever, and on the following day continued my journey. 

" All the inquiries I afterwards instituted to discover who 
this woman was, were in vain. I even visited the shop 
where the ' Two Angels' were painted, but the new-comers 
could not inibrm who their predecessors had been. The 
chief character in this adventure was doubtless a person 
from the lower orders, but I can assure you, that but for the 
disagreeable finale, it would have proved one of the most 
delightful incidents that has ever happened to me, and that I 
never think of my charming heroine without feelings of the 
lYarmest affection," 
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Charles observed, upon the conclusion of the anecdote, that 
the mystery which enveloped the story was not easily 
explained. The woman might either have died of the fever, 
or nave kept away from the house on account of the inlection. 

'* But if she was alive," answered Charles, " she would 
have met her lover in the street, as no fear could, under the 
circumstances, have kept her from him. I fear," he added, 
"that her corpse was stretched on the floor." 

" Oh ! no more of this," said Louisa : " this story is too 
frightful. What a night we shall pass, if we retire with our 
imaginations full of these pictures !" 

" I recollect an anecdote," interrupted Charles, " of rather 
a more cheerful description, which the same Bassompierre 
relates of some of his ancestors. 

" A very beautiful woman, who loved one of her relations 
passionately, visited him every Monday at his country house, 
where they spent much time together, his wife believing in 
the meanwhile that her husband was engaged on a hunting- 
party. Two years uninteiTuptedly had passed in this way, 
when the wife's suspicions being roused, she stole one morn- 
ing to the country house, and found her husband asleep with 
his companion. Being unwilling or afraid to disturb them, 
she untied her veil, threw it over the feet of the sleeping 
couple, and retired. When the lady awoke and observed 
the veil, she uttered a piercing cry, and with loud lamenta- 
tions complained that she would now never be able to see 
her lover again. She then took leave of him, having first 
given him three presents, a small fruit-basket, a ring, and a 
goblet, being a present for each of his three daughters, and 
desired him to take great care of them. They were accepted 
with thanks, and the children of these three daughters believe 
that they are indebted to their respective gifts for whatever 
good fortune has attended them." 

"This somewhat resembles the story of the beautiful 
Melusina, and such like fairy tales," observed Louisa. 

" But there is just such a tradition in our family," said 
Frederick, " and we have possession of a similar talisman." 

" What do you mean ?" asked Charles. 

" That is a secret," repUed the former. " It can be told to 
no one but the eldest son, and that during the lifetime of hi& 
father, and he is then to hold the charm." 
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** Are you the present possessor ?" inquired Louisa. 
** I have told too much abready," answered Frederick, as he 
lighted his candle, previous to retiring. 



The family had assembled to breakfast according to their 
usual custom, and the Baroness afterwards took her seat at 
her embroidery.frame. After a short silence, the Clergyman 
observed, with a slight smile, "It is seldom indeed that 
singers, poets, or story-tellers, who enter into an agreement 
to amuse a company, do it at the right time; they often 
require pressing, when they should begin voluntarily; whilst, 
on the other hand, they are frequently eager aAd urgent to 
commence at a time when the entertainment could be dis- 
pensed with. I hope, however, to prove an exception to this 
custom, and 1 shall be glad to know whether it will prove 
agreeable to you that I should relate a story." 

" Particularly so," answered the Baroness, "and I feel sure- 
that I express the general opinion. But if it is your inten- 
tion to relate an anecdote as a specimen, I will tell you for 
what sort of story I have no inclination." 

" I take no pleasure in stories which, like the Arabian Nights, 
connect one tale with another, and so confound the interest 
of both, where the narrator £jids himself compelled to excite 
our attention by interruptions, and instead of satisfying us by 
detailing a course of consecutive adventures, seeks to attract 
us by rare and often unworthy artifices. I cannot but cen- 
sure the attempt to convert stories which should possess the 
unity of a poem, into unmeaning puzzles, which only have 
the effect of destroying our taste. I leave you to choose 
your own subjects, but I hope you will pay a little attention 
to the style, since it must be remembered that we are mem- 
bers of good society. Commence with some narrative in. 
-which but few persons are concerned or few events described,. 
in which the plot is good and natural, though possessing as 
much action and contrivance as is necessary, which shall not 
prove dull, nor be confined to one spot, but in which, how- 
ever, the action shall not progress too rapidly. Let your 
characters be pleasing, and if not perfect, at least good, — 
not extravagant, but interesting and amiable. Let your 
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story be amusing in the narration, in order that when con- 
eluded, we may remember it with pleasure." 

" If I were not well acquainted with you, gracious lady," 
said the Clergyman, " I should be of opinion that it was your 
wish, by thus explaining how much you require of me, to 
bring my wares into disrepute, before I have exposed them 
for sale. I see how difficult it will be to reach your standard 
of excellence. Even now," he continued, after a short 
pause, " you compel me to postpone the tale which I had 
intended to relate, till another time, and I fear I shall commit 
a mistake in extemporizing an anecdote for which I have 
always felt a great partiality : — 

In a sea-coast town in Italy, once lived a merchant, who 
from his youth had been distinguished for activity and in- 
dustry. He was, in addition, a first-rate sailor, and had 
amassed considerable wealth by trading to Alexandria, where 
he was accustomed to purchase or exchange merchandize, 
which he afterwards either brought home or forwarded to 
the ijorthern parts of Europe. His fortune increased from 
year to year. Business was his greatest pleasure, and he 
found no time for the indulgence of extravagant dissi- 
pation. 

His life was employed in active pursuits of this nature till 
he was fifty years old, and he had been, during all this time, 
a total stanger to those social pleasures with which luxurious 
citizens are accustomed to diversify their lives. Even the 
charms of the fair sex had never excited his attention, not- 
withstanding the attractions of his countrywomen. His 
knowledge of them was confined to their love for ornaments 
and jewellery, a taste of which he never £uled to take proper 
advantage. 

He was surprised, therefore, at the change which took 
place in his disposition, when, after a long voyage, his- richly 
laden ship entered the port of his native town, upon the 
occurrence of a great festival, in which the children of the 
place took a prominent part. The youths and maidens had 
attended the church in their gayest attire, and had joined in 
the sacred processions. They afterwards mingled through 
the town in separate companies, or dispersed through the 
country in search of amusements, or they- assembled in the 
large square, engaging in various active pursuits, and exhibit- 
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ing feats of skill and dexterity, for which small prizes weie 
bestowed. 

The merchant became delighted with all he saw. But 
after he had for some time observed the happiness of the 
children, and the delight of their parents, and witnessed so 
many persons in the full enjoyment of present bliss, and the 
indulgence of the fondest hopes, he could not help reflecting 
upon the wretchedness of his own condition. The thought 
of his own solitary home began for the first time to be dis- 
tressing to him, and he thus gave Tent to his melancholy 
thoughts. 

" Unhappy being that I am ! Why are my eyes opened 
so late ? Why, in my old age, do I first become acquainted 
with those blessings which can alone ensure the happiness 
of mankind ? What toil have I endured ! What labours 
have I borne! And what have they done for me? 'Tis 
true, my cellars are filled with merchandize, my chests with 
valuable metals, and my caskets with jewellery and precious 
stones ; but these treasures can neither console nor satisfy 
my heart. The more I have, the more I want,— one coin 
requires another, and one diamond wishes for its fellow. I 
am not the master of my riches. They command me in im- 
perious tone. ' Go and get more,' they exclaim. Gold delights 
in gold, and jewels in their fellows. They have ruled me all 
my life ; and now I find, too late, that they possess no real 
iralue. Now when age approaches, I begin for the first time 
to reflect, and to compla'n, that I enjoy none of the treasures 
which I possess, and that no one will enjoy them after me. 
Have I ever used them to adorn the person of a beloved 
^vife ? — to provide a marriage-portion for a daughter ? Have 
I ever, by their means, enabled a son to win and to dower 
the maiden of his heart ? Never ! None of these treasures 
have ever enriched me or mine ; and what I have collected 
with so much toil, some stranger, after my death, will 
thoughtlessly dissipate. 

" Oh ! with what different feelings will those happy parents 
iivhom I see around me, assemble their children this evening, 
praise their address, and encourage them to virtue ! What 
joy have I beheld beaming from their eyes, and what hopes 
from the happiness of their beloved offspring ! And must I 
«ver be a stranger to hope ? Am I grown grey ? Is it not 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



896 GO£TH£. 

enough to see my error, before the final evening of my days 
arrives ? No, in my ripe years, it is not foolish to dream of 
love. I will enrich a fair maiden with my wealth, and make 
her happy. And should my house ever become blest with 
children, those late fruits will render me happy, instead of 
proving a plague and a torment, as they often do, to those 
who too early receive such gifts from Heaven.*' 

Thus communing with himself, he silently formed his de- 
termination. He then called two of his intimate companions, 
and opened his mind to them. They were ever ready to aid 
him in all emergencies, and were not wanting upon the 
present occasion. They hastened, therefore, into the town, to 
make inquiries after the fairest and most beautiful maidens ; 
for they knew their master was a man, who, whatever goods 
he might wish to acquire, would never be satisfied with any 
but the best. He was himself active, went about, inquired^ 
saw, and listened, and soon found what he sought, in the 
person of a young maiden about sixteen years of age, accom- 
plished and well-educated. Her person and disposition 
pleased him, and gave him every hope of happiness. In fact^ 
at this time no maiden in the whole town was more admired 
for her beauty. 

After a short delay^ during which the most perfect inde- 
pendence of his intended bride, not only during his own life, 
but after his decease, was secured, the nuptial ceremony waa 
performed with great pomp and triumph, and &om that day, 
the merchant felt himself, for the 'first time in his life, in 
actual possession and enjoyment of his riches. His rarest 
and most costly silks were devoted to the adornment of his 
bride, and his diamonds gleamed more brilliantly upon the 
neck and amid the tresses of his love, than they had ever 
shone in his caskets ; and his rings acquired an inexpressible 
value from the beauty of the hand by which they were 
adorned. And thus he felt that he was not only as wealthy, 
but even wealthier than before ; and all he possessed ac- 
quired a new value from being shared with her whom he 
loved. The happy couple spent a year together in the most 
perfect contentment, and he seemed to experience a real joy 
in having exchanged his active and wandering course of life 
for the calm content of domestic bliss. But he could not so 
easily divest himself of his nature ; and he found that a 
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habit acquired in early youth, though it may for a time be 
interrupted, can never be completely laid aside. 

After some time the sight of some of his old companions, 
when they had safely brought their ships into harbour, after 
a long and perilous voyage, excited anew his old inclinations, 
and he began now, even in the company of his bride, to 
experience sensations of restlessness and discontent. These 
feelings increased daily, and were gradually converted into so 
intense a longing for his old course of life, that at last he became 
positively miserable, and a serious illness was the result. 

" What will now become of me ?" he asked himself. " I learn 
too late, the folly, in old age, of entering upon a new system 
of life. How can we separate ourselves from our thoughts 
and our habits ? What have I done ? Once I possessed the 
perfect freedom which a bird enjoys in open air, and now I 
am imprisoned in a dwelling with all my wealth and jewels, 
and my beauteous wife. I thought thus to win contentment, 
and enjoy my riches; but I feel that I lose everything so 
long as I Cannot increase my stores. Unjustly are men con- 
sidered fools who add to their wealth by ceaseless activity,-— 
for activity itself is happiness, and riches themselves are 
valueless in comparison with the delight of the toil by which 
they are acquired. I am wretched from idleness, sick from 
inactivity, and if I do not determine upon some other course, 
I may soon bid farewell to life. 

" I know, however, how much I risk in separating from a 
young and lovely wife. I know how unjust it is to win the 
affections of a charming maiden, and, after a brief possession, 
to abandon her to the wearisome society of her own desires 
and emotions. I know, even now, how many vain and frivo- 
lous youths display their conceited persons before my windows. 
I know that in church, and in the public promenades, they 
seek to attract the notice, and engage the attention, of my 
wife. What may not take place, then, if I absent myself? 
Can I hope for the intervention of some miracle to save her 
from her almost inevitable fate ? It were vain to expect that 
at her age, and with her warm affections, she can withstand 
the seductions of love. If I depart, I know that upon my 
return I shall have lost the attachment of my wife, and that 
8he will have forfeited her fidelity, and tarnished the honour 
of my house." 
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Sucb reflections as these, and the doubts to which he 
became a prey, embittered his conditicHi tenfold. His 
wife, no less than his relations and friends, sympathized 
deeply with him, without being able to comprehend the cause 
of his illness. At length he sought relief from his own 
thoughts, and thus communed with himself:— ''Fool! to 
trouble yourself so much about the protection of a wife, whom, 
if your iUness continues, you must leave behind you for the 
enjoyment of another. Is it not better to preserve your life, 
even though in the effort you risk the loss of the greatest 
treasure which awoman can possess. How many find their very 
presence ineffectual to preserve this treasure, and patiently 
endure a privation which they cannot prevent ! Why cannot 
you summon up courage to be independent of so precarious a 
blessing, since upon this jresolution your yeiy existence de- 
pends?" 

He felt invigorated by these thoughts, and forthwith sum- 
moned together his former crew. He instructed them without 
delay to charter a vessel, to load it, and to hold themselves 
«eady to set sail with the first &voumble wind. He then 
unburthened himself in the following terms to his wife : — 

''Be not astonished at any commotion you may shortly 
observe in our house, but conclude from thence tiiat I am 
making preparations for a journey. Be not overcome with 
grief when I inform you that I am once more bent upon a 
sea voyage. My love is still unchanged towards you, and so 
it will doubtless remain during my life. I am sensible of the 
bliss I have enjoyed in your society, and should fed it still 
more powerfully, but for the silent censures of idleness a;nd 
inactivity with which my conscience reproves me. Mj old 
disposition returns, and my former habits are still alive. Let 
me once more visit the markets of Alexandria, to which I shall 
repair with the greater joy, because I can there procure for 
you the richest merchandize and most valuable treasmes. 
I leave you in possession of all my fortune and of all my 
goods; make use of them without restraint, and enjoy yourself 
in the company of your relatives and friends. The period of 
our separation wiH roll swiftly by, and we shall see each 
other once more with inexpressible delight." 

Dissolved in tears, his loving wife assured him, with the 
most tender endearments, that during his absence she should 
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never be able to enjoy one liappy moment; and entreated' 
him, since she wished neither to control nor to detain him, 
that she might, at least, share his affectionate thoughts during 
the sad time of their separation. 

He then gave some general directions on business and 
household matters, and added, after a short pause : ^ I have 
something to say, which lies like a burden upon my heart, 
and you must permit me to utter it ; I only implore you 
earnestly not to misinterpret my meaning, but in my anxiety 
for you to discern my love." 

'* I can guess your thoughts,'* interrupted his wife ; " you 
are suspicious of me, I know ; and after the £&shion of men, 
you always rail against the universal weakness of our sex. 
I am, it is true, young and of a cheerful disposition, and you 
fear that, in your absence, I shall be found inconstant and 
unfaithful. I do not find fault with your suspicions : it is 
the habit of your sex ; but if I know my own heart, I may 
assure you that I am not so susceptible of impressions as to 
be induced, lightly, to stray from the paths of love and duty, 
through which I have hitherto journeyed. Fear not ; you 
shall find your wife as true and faithful on your return, as 
you have ever found her hitherto, when you have come to her 
arms at evening after a short absence." 

^< I believe t£e truth of the sentiments you utter," added 
the husband, '^and I beseech you to be constant to them. 
But let us conceive the possibility of the worst. Why should 
we shrink from it ? You know yourseK how the beauty of 
your person attracts the admiration of all our young fellow- 
citizens. During my absenee, they will be more attentive to 
you than ever. They will redouble their efforts to attract 
and to please you. The image of your husband will not prove 
as effective as his presence, in banishing them from my doors 
and from your heart. I know you are a noble being ; but the 
blandishments of love are powerful, and oftentimes overcome 
the firmest resolutions. Interrupt me not. Your very thoughts 
of me during my absence may inflame your passions. I 
may, for some time, continue to be the object of your dearest 
wishes ; but who can foretell what opportunities may occur, 
and allow a stranger to enjoy those privileges which were 
destined for me. JBe not impatient, I beseech you, but hear 
me out. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



400 GOETHE* 

" Should that time arrive, the possibility of which you deny, 
and which I am by no means anxious to hasten, in which you 
feel that you need society, and can no longer defer the re- 
quirements of love, then make me one promise. Permit no 
tiioughtless youth to supplant me, whatever may be the 
attractions of his person, for such lovers are more danger- 
ous to the honour than to the virtue of a woman. Incited 
rather by vanity than by love, they seek the general favours of 
the sex, and are ever ready to transfer their transitory 
affections. If you wish for the society of a friend, look out 
for one who is worthy of the name, whose modesty and dis- 
cretion understands the art of exalting the joys of love by 
the virtue of secrecy." 

His beautiful wife could suppress her agony no longer, and 
the tears which she had till now restrained, flowed in copious 
torrents from her eyes. " Whatever may be your opinion of 
•me" she cried, after a passionate embrace, '' nothing can be 
at this hour farther from my thoughts than the crime which 
you seem to consider as inevitable. If such an idea shall ever 
suggest itself to my imagination, may the earth in that instant 
open and swallow me up, and all hope of that joy for 
ever vanish, which promises a blessed immortality ! Banish 
this mistrust from your bosom, and let me enjoy the full 
and delightful hope of seeing you again return to these 
arms." 

Leaving no effort untried to comfort and console bis wife, 
he set sail the next day. His voyage was prosperous, and he 
soon arrived in Alexandria. 

In the meantime our heroine lived in the tranquil enjoy- 
ment of a large fortune, in possession of every luxury, 
though, with the exception of her relatives and imme- 
tliate friends, no person was admitted to her society. 
The business of her absent husband was discharged by trust- 
worthy servants, and she inhabited a large mansion, in whose 
splendid salons she was able to enjoy the daily pleasure of 
recalling the remembrance of his love. 

But notwithstanding her quiet and retired mode of Ufe, the 
young gallants of the town did not long remain inactive. 
They frequented the street, passed incessantly before her 
windows, and in the evening sought by means of music and 
serenades to attract her attention. The pretty prisoner 
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at first fouod these attentions troublesome and annoying, but. 
gradually she became reconciled to the vexation, and when 
the long evenings arrived, she began to consider the serenades 
in the light of an agreeable entertainment, and could scarcely 
suppress an occasional sigh, which, strictly speaking, belonged 
to her absent husband. 

But her unknown admirers, in place of gradually weary- 
ing in their attentions, as she had once expected, became 
more assiduous in their devotion to her. She began, at 
last, to recognize the oft-repeated instruments and voices, 
to grow familiar with the melodies, and to feel an anxiety 
to ^ow the names of her most constant serenaders. She 
might innocently indulge so harmless a curiosity. She now 
peeped occasionally through her curtains and half-closed 
shutters, to notice the pedestrians, and to observe more par- 
ticularly the vouths whose eyes were constantly directed 
towards her wmdows. They were invariably handsome, and 
fashionably dressed ; but their manner and whole deportment 
were unmistakably marked by frivolity and vanity. They 
sought rather to make themselves remarkable by directing 
their attention to the house of so beautiful a woman, than to 
display towards her a feeling of peculiar respect. 

" Really," the lady would sometimes say to herself in a 
tone of raillery, " really my husband showed a deal of pene- 
tration. The condition under which he allowed me to enjoy 
the privilege of a lover, excludes all those who care in the 
least for me, or to whom I am likely to take a fancy. He 
seems to have well understood that prudence, modesty, and 
silence are qualities which belong to demure old age, when men 
can value the understanding, but are incapable of awakening 
the fancy, or exciting the desires. I am pretty sure, at least, 
that amongst the youths who lay perpetual siege to my man- 
sion, there is not one entitled to my confidence ; and those 
who might lay some claim to that virtue, fall lamentably short 
in other attractions." 

Supported by these reflections, she allowed herself to take 
more and more pleasure daily in the music and in the atten- 
tions of her young admirers ; till, at length, unperceived by 
herself, a restless desire gradually sprung up in her bosom, 
with which she was too late compelled to struggle. Solitude 
and idleness, combined with contort and luxury, gave biith 

2d 
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to an imrulj pasmon, long before the thoughtless Tictim had 
any suspicion of her danger. 

Amongst the numerous endowments of her husband, she 
now saw ample reason to admire bis profound knowledge of 
the world and of mankind, and his thorough acquaintance 
with woman's heart. She now perceiyed the possibility of 
that occurrence which she had formerly so strenuously 
denied, and acknowledged his wisdom in preaching the 
necessity of prudence and caution. But what could these 
yirtues avail, where pitiless chance seemed to be in con- 
spiracy with her own unaccountable passions ? How could 
she select one from a crowd of strangers, and was she per- 
mitted, in case of disappointment, to make a second choice ? 

Innumerable thoughts of this nature increased the per- 
plexity of our solitary heroine. In vain she sought for 
recreation, and tried to forget herself. Her mind was perpe- 
tually excited by agreeable objects, and her imagination thus 
became impressed with the most delightful pictures of £moied 
happiness. 

In this state of mind, she was informed one day by a rela- 
tion, amongst other pieces of news, that a young lawyer who 
had just finished his studies at Bologna, had lately arrived in 
his native town. His talents were the topic of general 
admiration and encomium. His universal knowledge was 
accompanied by a modesty and reserve very uncommon in 
youth, and his personal attractions were of a high order. In 
his office of Procurator he had already won, not only the 
confidence of the public, but the respect of the judges. He 
had daily business to transact at the court-house, so great was 
the increase of his professional practice. 

Our heroine could not hear the talents of this youth so 
generally extolled, without feeling a wish to become acquainted 
with him, accompanied by a secret hope that he might prove 
a person upon whom, in conformity with the permission of 
her husband, she might bestow her heart. She soon learnt 
that he passed her dwelling daily, on his way to the court 
house, and she carefiilly watched for the hour when the 
lawyers were accustomed to assemble for the discharge of 
business. With beating heart she at length observed him 
pass, and if his handsome figure and youthful attractions, on 
the one hand, excited her admiration, his apparent reserve 
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and modesty, on the other, gave her much reason for doubf 
and anxiety. For several days she watched him silently, till 
at length, she was no longer able to resist her desire to gain 
his attention. She dressed herself with care, went out upoa 
the balcony, and marked his approach with feelings of sus- 
pense. But she grew troubled and, indeed, felt ashamed when, 
she saw him pass, in contemplative mood, with thoughtful 
steps and downcast eyes pursuing his quiet way, without 
deigning to bestow the sl^htest notice upon her. Vainly did 
she endeavour thus to win his attention for several successive' 
days. In the same undeviating course he continued to pass 
by, without raising his eyes or looking to the right or to 
the left. But the more she observed him, the more did he 
appear to be the very perison she desired. Her wish to know 
him now grew stronger and, at length, became irresistible.^ 
How ! she thought within herself— when my noble, sensible 
husband actually foresaw the extremity to which his absence; 
would reduce me, when his keen perception knew that I 
could not live without a friend,—- must I droop and pine 
away at the very time when fortune provides me with one 
whom not only my own heart, but even the choice of my 
husband would approve, in. whose society I may enjoy the 
delights of love in inviolable secrecy ? Fool should I be, to 
miss such an opportunity, fool, to resist the powerful im^- 
pulses of love. 

With such reflections did she endeavour to decide upon 
fiome fixed course, and she did not long remain a prey to 
imcertainty. It happened with her, as it usually does with 
«very one who is conquered by a passion, that she looked with- 
out apprehension upon all such trifling objections as shame, 
fear, timidity, and duty, and came at length to the bold reso- 
lution of sending her servant maid to the young lawyer at 
any risk, and inviting him to visit her. 

She found him in the company of several friends, and 
delivered her message punctually in the terms in which she 
had been instructed. The Procurator was not at all surprised 
at the invitation. He had known the merchant previously, 
was aware of his absence at present, and presumed that the 
lady required the aid of his professional services about some 
important matter of business. . He promised the servant, 
therefore,' that he would wait iipon her mistress without delay. 

2d2 
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The latter beard with unspeakable joy, that she would soon 
be allowed an opportunity of seeing and speaking to her 
beloved. She prepared carefully for his reception, and had 
her saloons arranged with the utmost elegance. Orange-leaves 
and flowers were strewn around in profusion, and the most 
costly furniture was displayed for iSie occasion. And thus 
the brief intervening time hastened by, which would other- 
wise have been unbearable. 

Who can describe the emotion with which she witnessed 
his arrival, or her agitation upon inviting him to take a 
seat at her side ? She hesitated how to address him now 
that he had arrived, and found a difficulty in remembering 
what she had to say. He sat still and silent. At length, 
she took courage and addressed him, not without some visible 
perplexity. 

" I understand. Sir, that you are but lately returned to 
your native city, and I learn that you are universally admired 
as a talented and incomparable man. I am ready to bestow 
my utmost confidence upon you, in a matter of extraordinary 
importance, but which, upon reflection, would seem adapted 
rather for llie ear of the Confessor than that of the Lawyer. 
I have been for some years married to a husband who is both 
rich and honourable, and who, as long as we have lived 
together, has never failed to tenderly love me, and of whom 
I should not have a single word of complaint to utter, if an 
irresistible desire for travelling and for trade had not torn 
him, for some time, from my arms. 

'' As a sensible and just man, he no doubt felt conscious of 
the injury which his absence must necessarily inflict upon me. 
He knew that a young wife must be preserved in a diflerent 
manner from jewellery and pearls. He knew that she re- 
sembled a garden, full of the choicest fruits, which would 
be lost not only to him, but to every one else, if the door 
were kept locked for years. For this reason, he addressed 
me in serious but friendly tones before his departure, and 
assured me, that he knew I should not be able to live without 
the society of a friend, and therefore not only permitted, but 
made me promise, that I would, in a free and unrestrained 
manner, follow the inclination which I should soon find 
springing up within my heart." 

She paused for a moment, — ^but an eloquent look, which 
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the young Lawyer directed towards her, encouraged her to 
proceed. 

" One only condition was imposed upon me by my indulgent 
husband. He recommended me to use the most extreme 
caution, and impressed upon me strongly the necessity of 
choosing a steady, prudent, silent, and confidential friend. But, 
you will excuse my contmuing-— excuse the embarrassment 
•with which I must confess how I have been attracted by 
your numerous accomplishments, and conceiye, if possible, 
from the confidence I have reposed in you, the nature of my 
hopes and wishes." 

The worthy young Lawyer was silent for a short time, and 
then replied, in a thoughtful tone. " I am deeply indebted 
for the high mark of confidence with which you both honour 
and delight me. I wish to conyince you that I am not im« 
worthy of your favour. But let me first answer you in a 
professional capacity, and I must confess my admiration for 
your husband, who so clearly saw the nature of the injustice 
he committed against you ; for ihere can be no doubt of this 
— ^that a husband who leaves his young wife, in order to visit 
distant countries, must be viewed in the light of a man who 
relinquishes a valuable treasure, to which, by his own con- 
duct, he abandons all manner of claim, ^d as the first 
£nder may then lawfully take possession — so I hold it to be 
natural and just, that a young woman, imder the circum- 
«tances you describe, shomd bestow her afiections and herself, 
without scruple, upon any Mend who may prove worthy of 
her confidence. 

'* But particularly when the husband, as in this case, con- 
-scious of the injustice he himself commits, expressly allows 
his forsaken wife a privilege, of which he could not deprive 
her, it must be clear that he can sufier no wrong firom an 
action to which he has given his own consent. 

" Wherefore if you," continued the young lawyer, with a 
difierent look and the most express emphasis, and the most 
aflfectionate pressure of the hand, " if you select me for your 
servant, you enrich me with a happiness, of which, till now* 
I could have formed no conception. And be assured," he 
added, while at the same time he warmly kissed her hand, 
*' that you could not have found a more true, loving, pru- 
dent, and devoted servant." 
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This declaration tranquillized the agitated feelings of our 
tender heroine. She at once expressed her love without 
reserre.- She pressed his hand, drew him nearer to her, and 
reclined her head upon his shoulder. They had remained but 
a short time in this position, when he sought to disengage 
himself gently, and not without emotion expressed himself 
thus : — '' Did ever happy mortal £jid himself in such em- 
barrassment? I am compelled to leave you, and to do 
violence to myself in the very moment when I might sur- 
render myself to the most divine enchantment. I cannot now 
partake tiie bliss which is prepared for me,^ and I earnestly 
pray that a temporary postponement may not altogether 
finistrate my fondest hopes. 

She inquired hastily the cause of this strange speech : 

" When I was in Bologna," he replied, " and had just 
completed my studies, preparing to enter upon the practice 
of my profession, I was seized with a dangerous illness, from 
which it appeared, that even if I should escape with my life, 
my bodily and mental faculties must sustain irreparable in- 
jury. Reduced to despair, and tortured by the pangs of 
disease, I made a solemn vow to the Virgin, that sho^d I 
recover, I would persist for one whole year in practising the 
strictest fast and abstinence from enjoyment of every de- 
scription. For ten months I have already adhered to my 
vow, and considering the wonderful favour I have enjoyed, 
the time has not passed wearily, and I have not found it 
difficult to abstain from many accustomed pleasures. But 
the two months which still remain, will now seem an eternity, 
since, till their expiration, I am forbidden to partake a hap- 
piness whose delights are inconceivable. And though you 
may think the time long, do not, I beseech you, withdraw the 
favom* which you have so bountifully bestowed upon me." 

Not much consoled by this announcement, she felt a little 
more encouraged when her friend added, alter a few minutes' 
reflection, " 1 scarcely dare to make a proposal, and surest a 
plan, which may, perhaps, release me a little earlier from my 
vow. If I could only And some one as firm and resolute as 
myself in keeping a promise, and who would divide with me 
the time that still remains, I should then be the sooner free, 
and nothing could impede our enjoyment. Are you willing^ 
my sweet friend, to assist in hastening our happiness b^ 
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remoying one-half of tbe obstacle which opposes ub ? I can 
only share my vow with one upon whom I can depend with 
full confidence. And it is severe^ — ^nothing but bread and 
water twice a-day, and at night a few hours* repose on a hard 
bed, and notwithstanding my incessant professional occupa- 
tion, I must devote many hours to prayer. If I am obliged 
to attend a party, I am not thereby released from my duty, 
and I must avoid the enjo3rment of every dainty. If you 
can resolve to pass one month in the observance of these 
rules, you will find yourself the sooner in possession of your 
friend's society, which you will relish the more from the 
consciousness (^ having deserved it by your praiseworthy 
resolution.'' 

The beautiful lady was not insensible of the difficulty she 
had to encounter ; but, the very presence of her beloved so 
increased her attachment, that no trial appeared to her too 
difficult which should ensure the possession of so valuable a 
prize. She assured him, therefore, in the most affectionate 
manner, of her readiness to share the responsibility of his 
vow, and addressed him thus: "My sweet friend! the 
miracle through which you have recovered your health, is to 
me an event of so much value and importance, that it is not 
only my duty, but my joy, to partake the vow by which 
you are still bound. I am delighted to offer so strong a 
proof of my sincerity. I 'will imitate your example in the 
strictest manner, and, until you discharge tiie from my 
obligation, no oonsideration shall induce me to stray from my 
path of duty." 

The young lawyer onoe more repeated Ihe conditions imder 
which he was willing to transfer to her the obligation of one 
half of his vow, and then todk his leave, with the assurance 
that he would soon visit her again, to inquire after her con- 
stancy and resolution. And she was then obliged to witness 
his departure, without receiving so much as one kiss or pres- 
sure of the hand, and scarcely with a look of ordinary recog- 
nition. She found some degree of happy relief in the strange 
employment which the performance of her new duties imposed 
upon her, for she had much to do in the preparation for 
her imaccustomed course of life. In the first place, all her 
beautiful exotics and flowers were removed, which had been 
procured to grace the reception of her beloved. Then a hard.. 
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mattress was substituted for her downy bed, to which she 
retired at evening, after having scarcely satisfied her hunger 
with a frugal meal of bread and water.. The following 
morning found her busily employed in plain work, and in 
making wearing apparel for a certain number of poor inmates 
of the town hospital. During this new occupation, she en- 
tertained her fancy by dwelling upon the image of her dear 
friend, and indulging the hope of future happiness; and 
these thoughts reconciled her to the greatest privations, and 
to the humblest &re. 

At the end of the first week, the roses began to fade firom 
her beautiful cheeks, her person to fall away, and her strength 
to become weak and languid ; but a visit from her friend im- 
parted new animation and fortitude. He encouraged her to 
persist in her resolution, by the example of his own perse- 
verance, and by shewing her the approaching certainty of 
uninterrupted happiness. His visit was brief, but he pronused 
to return again speedily. 

With cheerful resignation, she continued her new and 
strict course of life, but her strength soon declined so much 
that the most severe illness could scarcely have reduced 
her to such extreme weakness. Her friend, whose visit was 
repeated at the end of the week, sympathized with her con- 
.dition, but comforted her by an assurance that one half the 
period of her trial was already over. But the severe &8ting, 
, continual praying, and incessant work, became every day 
more imbearable, and her excessive abstemiousness threatened 
to ruin the health of one who had ever been accustomed to a 
life of the greatest luxury. At length she found a difficulty 
in walking, and she was compelled, notwithstanding the 
sultriness of the season, to wrap herself up in the warmest 
clothing, to preserve even an ordinary degree of heat, till 
finally she was obliged to take to her bed. 

Eeduced to this extremity, it would be difficult to describe 
the course of her reflections, as she thought over the whole 
of this extraordinary occurrence, and it is impossible to 
imagine her distress when ten tedious days wearily passed 
without the appearance of the friend, for whose sake she had 
. consented to make this unheard-of sacrifice. But those hours 
of trouble sufficed to recal her to reason, and she formed her 
jesolution. Her friend visited her after the lapse of some 
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few days more, and seating himself at her bed-side, upon the 
very sofa which he had occupied when she made her first 
declaration of love to him, he encouraged and implored her in 
the most tender and affectionate tones, to persist for a short 
time longer; but she interrupted him with a sweet smile, and 
assured him that she needed no persuasion to continue, for a 
few days, the performance of a vow which she knew full well 
had been appointed for her advantage. *' I am, as yet, too 
feeble," she said, " to express my &anks to you as I could 
wish. You have saved me from myself. You have restored 
me to myself, and I confess, that from this moment I am 
indebted to you for my existence. My husband was, indeed, 
gifted with prudence and good sense, and well knew the 
nature of woman's heart ! And he was, moreover, just enough 
not to condemn a passion which he saw might spring up 
within my bosom, through his own fault, and he was 
generous enough to make allowance for the weakness of my 
nature! But you. Sir, are truly virtuous and good. You 
have taught me that we possess within us an antidote equiva- 
lent to the force of our passions ; that we are capable of 
renouncing luxuries to which we have been accustomed^ and 
of suppressing our strongest inclinations. You have taught 
me this lesson by means of hope, and of delusion. Neither 
are any longer necessary ; you have made me acquainted with 
the existence of that ever-living conscience, which, in peace* 
ful silence, dwells within our souls, and never ceases with 
gentle admonitions to remind us of its presence, till its sway 
becomes irresistibly acknowledged. And now farewell. May 
your influence over others be as effective as it has been over 
jne. Do not confine your labours to the task of unravelling 
legal perplexities, but show mankind, by your own gentle 
guidance and example, that within every bosom the germ of 
hidden virtue lies concealed. Esteem and fame will be your 
reward, and, far better than ,any statesman or hero, you will 
earn the glorious title of father of your coimtry." 

•' We must all extol the character of your young lawyer," 
«aid the Baroness, at the conclusion of the Clergyman's tale ; 
** polished, wise, interesting, and instructive, I wish every pre- 
ceptor were like him, who undertakes to restrain or recal youth 
from the path of error. I think such a tale is peculiarly entitled 
to be styled a moral anecdote. Helate some more of the same 
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nature, and your audience YnUL have ample reason to be 
tiiankful." 

Clergyman. — ^I am delighted that my tale has earned your 
approbation, but I am sorry you wish to hear more of such, 
moral anecdotes ; for, to say the truth, this is the first and 
last of the kind. 

Louisa,^-\t certainly does not do you much credit, to say 
that your best collection only furnishes a single specimen. 

Clergyman, — ^You have not understood me. It is not the 
only moral tale I can relate, but they all bear so dose a 
resemblance, that each would seem only to repeat the 
original. 

Louisa, — ^Really, you should giye up your paradoxical 
style, which so much obscures your conversation, and express 
yourself more clearly. 

Clergyman* — ^With pleasure, then. No anecdote deserves 
to be called moral, which does not prove that man pos- 
sesses within himself that power \o subdue his inclinations, 
which may be called out by the persuasion of another. My 
story teaches this doctrine, and no moral tale can teach 
otherwise. 

Louisa. — ^Then, in order to act morally, I must act con- 
trary to my inclinations ? 

Clergyman, — Undoubtedly. 

Zowtja.— Even when they are good ? 

Clergyman, — ^No inclinations are abstractedly good — but 
only so, as far as they effect good. 

Louisa, — ^Suppose I have an inclination for benevolence ? 

Clergyman, — ^Then you should subdue your inclination for 
benevolence, if you find that your domestic happiness suffer 
from its exercise. 

Louisa. — ^Suppose I felt an irresistible impulse to gra- 
titude? 

Clergyman, — It is wisely ordained that gratitude can 
, never be an impulse. But if it were, it would be better to 
prove tmgrateful, than to commit a crime to oblige your 
benefactor. 

Louisa, — ^Then there may be a thousand moral stories ? 

Clergyman, — ^Tes, in your sense. But none of them would 
read a lesson different from the one our lawyer taught, and 
in this sense there can be but one stOTy of the kind : you 
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are right, hawever, if you mean that the incidents can be 
yariouB. 

Louisa. — ^If you had expressed your meaning more pre- 
cisely at first, we had not disagreed. 

Clerfft^man.-^And we should have had no conversation. 
Errors and misunderstandings are the springs of action, of 
life, and of amusement. 

Iiouisa, — I cannot agree with you. Suppose a brave man 
saves another at the risk of his own life, is that not a moral 
action ? 

Clergyman, — ^Not according to my mode of thinking. But 
suppose a cowardly man were to overcome his fears and do 
the same, that would be a moral action. 

Baroness. — I wish, my dear friend, you would give us some 
examples, and convince Louisa of the truth of your theory. 
Certainly, a mind disposed to good must delight us, when we 
become acquainted with it. Nothing in the world can be 
more pleasing than a mind under the guidance of reason and 
conscience. If you know a tale upon such a subject, we 
should like to hear it. I am fond of stories which illustrate a 
doctrine. They give a better explanation of one's meaning, 
than dry words can possibly do. 

Clergyman. — ^I certainly can relate some anecdotes of that 
kind ; for I have paid some attention to those qualities of the 
human mind. 

Louisa. — ^I would just make one observation. I must con- 
fess I do not like stories which oblige us to travel, in imagin- 
ation, to foreign lands. Why must every adventure take 
place in Italy, in Sicily, or in the East ? Are Naples, Palermo, 
and Smyrna, the only places where any thing interesting can 
happen ? One may transpose the scene of our feiry tales to 
Ormus and Samarcand for the purpose of perplexing the 
imagination ; but if you would instruct the imderstanding or 
the heart, do it by means of domestic stories, — ^family por- 
traits — ^in which we shall recognize our own likeness, and our 
hearts will more readily sympathize with sorrow. 

Clergyman. — ^You shall be gratified. But there is some- 
thing peculiar, too, about family stories. They bear a strong 
resemblance to each other, and besides, we daily see every 
incident and situation of which they are capable, fully worked 
out upon the stage. However, I am willing to make the 
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attempt, and shall relate a story, with some of the incidents 
of which you are already fammar ; and it will only prove 
interesting so far as it is an exact representation of the 
picture in your own minds. 

We may often observe in families, that the children 
inherit not only the personal appearance, but even the 
mental qualities of their parents, and it sometimes happens 
that one child combines the dispositions of both father and 
mother in a peculiar and remarkable manner. 

A youth, whom I may name Ferdinand, was a strong 
instance of this fact. In his appearance he resembled both 
parents, and one could distinguish in his mind the separate 
disposition of each. He possessed the gay, thoughtless manner 
of his father, in his strong inclination to enjoy the present 
moment, and, in most cases, to prefer himself to others ; but 
he also inherited the tranquil and reflective mind of his 
mother, no less than her love for honesty and justice, and a 
willingness, like her, perpetually to sacrifice himself for the 
advantage of others. To explain his contradictory conduct 
upon many occasions, his companions were often reduced to 
the necessity of believing that he had two souls. I must 
pass by many adventures which happened in his youth, and 
shall content myself with relating one anecdote, which not 
only explains his character fcdly, but forms a remarkable 
epoch in his life. 

His youth was passed in every species of enjoyment. His 
parents were affluent, and brought up their children ex- 
travagantly. If the father indulged in unreasonable expendi- 
ture, either in company, at the gaming-table, or in other 
•dissipations, it was i^e habit of the mo&er to restrain her 
own, and the household expenses, so as to supply the de- 
ficiency, though she never allowed an appearance of want to 
be observed. Her husband was fortunate in his business ; he 
was successful in several hazardous speculations which he 
Jbad undertaken, and, as he was fond of society, he had the 
happiness to form many pleasant and advantageous con- 
nections. 

The children of a family usually copy those members of the 
household who seem to live most Imppily, and enjoy them- 
selves. They see in the example of a father who follows such 
Ji course, a model worthy of imitation, and, as they are seldom 
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slow in obeying their inclinations, their wishes and desires 
often increase very much in disproportion to their means of 
enjoyment. Obstacles to their gratification soon arise ; each 
new addition to the family forms a new claim upon the 
capabilities of the parents, who frequently surrender their 
own pleasures for the sake of their children, and, by common 
consent, a more simple and less expensive mode of living 
is adopted. 

Ferdinand grew up with a consciousness of the disagreeable 
truth, that he was often deprived of many luxuries which his 
more fortunate companions enjoyed. It distressed him to 
appear inferior to any of them in the richness of his apparel, 
or the liber^ty of his expenditure. He wished to resemble 
his father, whose example was daily before him^ and who ap- 
peared to him a two-fold model, first, as a parent, in whose 
favour a son is usually prejudiced ; and secondly, as a man, 
who led a pleasant and luxurious life, and was, therefore, 
apparently loved and esteemed by a numerous acquaintance. 
It is easy to suppose that all this occasioned great vexation 
to his mother; but in this way Ferdinand grew up, with 
his wants daily increasing, until at length, when he had 
attained his eighteenth year, his requirements and his wishes 
were sadly out of proportion to his condition. 

He had hitherto avoided contracting debts, a vice for which 
his mother had impressed him with iSie greatest abhorrence, 
and, in order to win his confidence, she had, in numerous 
instances, exerted herself to gratify his desires and relieve 
him from occasional embarrassments. But it happened, un- 
fortunately, that she was now compelled to practise the most 
rigid economy in her household expenditure, and this at a 
time when his wants, from many causes, had increased. He 
had commenced to enter more generaUv into society, sought 
to win the affections of a very attractive girl, and to rival, 
and even surpass his companions in the elegance of his 
attire. His mother, being unable any louger to satisfy his 
demands, appealed to his duty and filial affection to induce 
him to restrain his expenses. He admitted the justice of her 
expostulations, but being unable to follow her advice, was 
soon reduced to a state of the greatest mental embarrassment. 
Without forfeiting the object of his dearest wishes, he 
found it impossible to change his mode of life. From earliest 
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youUi he had been addicted to his present pursuits, and he 
could alter no iota of his habits or practices without runDtng 
the ri^ of losing an old friend, a desirable companion, 
or what was worse, abandoning the society of his dearest 
love. 

His attachment became stronger, as the love which was 
bestowed upon him, not only flattered his vanity, but compli- 
mented his understanding. 

It was something to be preferred before a host of suitors, 
by a handsome and agreeable girl, who was acknowledged to 
be the richest heiress in the city. He boasted of the pre- 
ference with which he was regarded, and she also seemed 
proud of the delightful bondage in which she was held. It 
now became indispensable that he should be in constant 
attendance upon her, that he should devote his time and 
money to her service, and that he should afford perpetual 
proofs of the value he set upon her affection. All these 
inevitable results of his attachment occasioned Ferdinand to 
indulge in more expense than he would otherwise have in- 
curred. His lady love (who was named Ottilia) had been 
entrusted to the care of an aunt by her parents, and no 
exertions had been spared to introduce her to society under 
the most favourable circumstances. Ferdinand exhausted 
every resource to fumieh her with the enjoyments of 
society, into all of which she entered with the greatest 
delight, and of which she herself proved one of the greatest 
attractions. 

No situation could possibly be more wretched, than that 
to which Ferdinand was now reduced. His mother, whom 
he sincerely loved and respected, had pointed out to him 
the necessity of embarkii^ in very different duties £ram 
those which he had hitherto practised ; she could no longer 
assist him in a pecuniary way. He felt a horror at the 
debts which were daily becoming more burdensome to him ; 
and he saw before him the difficult task of reconciling his 
impoverished condition with his anxiety to appear rich and 
to practise generosity. No mind could be a prey to greater 
unhappiness. 

His mind was now forcibly impressed with thoughts 
which had formerly only indistinctly suggested themselves to 
his imagination. Certain unpleasant reflections became to 
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him the source of great imhappmess. He had once looked 
upon his father as a model, he now began to regard him as a . 
rival What the son wished to enjoy, the parent actually 
possessed, and the latter felt none of the anxieties or grievances - 
wherewith the former was tortured. Ferdinand, however, 
was in fiill possession of every comfort of life, but he envied 
his father the luxuries which he enjoyed, and with which he 
thought his parent might very weU dispense. But the latter 
was of a different opinion. He was one of those beings 
whose desires are wholly insatiable, and who, for their own 
gratification, subject their family and dependents to the 
greatest privations. His son received from him a certain 
pecuniary allowance, but a regular account of his expenditure 
was strictly exacted. 

The eye of the envious is sharpened by restrictions ; and 
dependants are never more censorious than when the com- < 
mands of superiors are at variance with their practice. Thus 
Ferdinand came strictly to watch the conduct of his father, 
particularly upon points which concerned his expenditure. 
He listened attentively when it was rumoured that his parent 
had lost heavily at the gambling-table and expressed great 
dissatisfaction at any unwonted extravagance which he might 
indulge. ** Is it not astonishing?" he would say to himself, 
*' that whilst parents revel in every luxury that can spring 
from the possession of a property which they accidentally 
enjoy, they can debar their children of those reasonable plea- 
sures which their season of youth most urgently requires! 
And by what right do they act thus? How have they 
acquired this privUege ? Does it not arise from mere chance, 
and can that be a right which is the result of accident ? If 
my grandfether were still alive, who loved me as his own 
son, I should be better provided for. He would not see 
me in want of common necessaries, those things I mean 
which we have had from our birth. He would no more let 
me want, than he would approve the extravagance of my 
parent. Had he lived longer, had he known how worthy 
his grandchild would prove to inherit a fortune, he would 
have provided in his will for my earlier independence. I 
have heard that his death was unexpected, that he had in- 
tended to make a will, and I am probably indebted to mere 
chance for the postponement of a fortune, which, if my father 
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continue his present course, will, probably, be lost to me 
for ever." 

With such discontented thoughts did Ferdinand often 
perplex himself in those hours of solitude and unhap- 
piness, in which he was prevented, by the want of money, 
from joining his companions upon some agreeable party of 
pleasure. Then it was that he discussed those dangerous 
questions of right and property, and considered how &r 
individuals are bound by laws to which they have given no 
consent, or whether they may lawfully burst through the 
restraints of society. But all these were mere pecuniary 
sophistries, for every article of value which he formerly pos- 
sessed had gradually disappeared, and his daily wants had 
now far outgrown his allowance. 

He soon became silent and reserved, and at such times, 
even his respect for his motiier disappeared, as she could 
afford him no assistance, and he began to entertain a hatred 
for his father, who, according to his sentiments, was per- 
petually in his way. 

Just at this period he made a discovery, which increased 
his discontent. He learnt that his father was not only 
an irregular, but an improvident manager of his house- 
hold. He observed that his parent often took money hastily 
from his desk, without entering it in his account-book, 
and that he was afterwards perplexed with private calcula- 
tions, and annoyed at his inability to balance his accounts. 
More than once did Ferdinand make this remark, and his 
father's carelessness was the more galling to him, as it often 
occurred at times when he himself was suffering severely 
from the want of money. 

Whilst he was in this state of mind, an unlucky accident 
happened, which afforded an opportunity for the commission 
of a crime, to which he had long felt himself impelled by a 
secret and ungovernable impulse. 

His father had desired him to examine and arrange a 
collection of old letters. One Sunday, when he was alone, 
he set to work in a room which contained his father's writing 
desk, and in which his money was usually kept. The box of 
letters was heavy, and in the act of lifting it from the ground, 
he pushed unintentionally against the desk, when the latter 
suddenly flew open. The roUs of money lay temptingly dis- 
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played before him. Without allowing tame for a moments 
reflection, he took a roll of gold from that part of the desk 
where he thought his father kept a supply of money for his own 
occasional wants. He shut the desk again, and repeated the 
experiment of opening it. He once more succeeded, and saw 
that he could now command the treasure as completely as if he 
had possessed the key. 

He soon plunged once more into all those dissipations 
which he had lately been obliged to renounce. He became 
more constant than ever in his attentions to Ottilia, and more 
passionate in the pursuit of pleasure. His former graceful 
animation was even couTcrted into a species of excitement, 
which, though it was far from unbecoming, was deficient in 
that kind attention to others which is so agreeable. 

Opportunity is to passion what a spark is to gunpowder, 
and those desires which we gratify contrary to the dictates of 
conscience always rule with the most ungovernable power. 
Ferdinand's own convictions loudly condemned his con- 
duct, but he endeavoured to justify himself by specious ail- 
ments, and though his manner became in apj^earance more free 
and unrestrained than before, he was in reauty a captive to the 
influence of his evil inclinations. 

Just at this time the wearing of extravagant trifles came 
into fashion. Ottilia was fond of personal ornaments, and 
Ferdinand endeavoured to discover a mode of gratifying her 
taste without apprising her where her supply of presents 
came from. Her suspicions fell upon an old uncle, and Fer- 
dinand's gratification was indescribable at observing the 
fiatisfacfion of his mistress and the course of her mistaken 
suspicions. But unfortunately for his peace of mind, he was 
now obliged to have frequent recourse to his father's desk, in 
order to gratify Ottilia's fancy and his own inclinations, and 
be pursued this course now the more boldly, as he had lately 
observed thstt his father grew more and more careless about 
entering in his account-book the sums which he himself 
required. 

The time now arrived for Ottilia's return to her parents. 
The young couple were overpowered with grief at the pros- 
pect of their separation, and one circumstance added to their 
sorrow. Ottilia had accidentally learnt that the presents we 
have spoken of had come from Ferdinand; she questioned 
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him upon the subject, and lie confessed tlie truth with feel- 
ings of evident sorrow, l^e insisted upon returning them, 
and this request occasioned him the bitterest anguish. He 
declared his determination not to live without her, prayed 
that she wonld preserve ber attachment to him, and inkplored 
that she would not refuse h^ hand as soon a» be should have 
provided an establishment. She loved him, vraa moved at 
bis entreaties, promised what he wished, and sealed her vow 
with the warmest embraces and a thousand passionate kisses. 

After ber departure, Ferdinand was reduced to sad sdi- 
tade. The company in which he bad found delight pleased 
bim no more, aa she was absent. From the mere force of 
habit be mingled with bis former associates, and bad recourse 
to bis father's desk to supply those expenses Wbicb in reality 
be felt bat slight indinaticm to indulge. He was now fre- 
quently alone, and bis natural good disposition began to 
obtain the mastery over bim. In moments of calm reflection 
he &lt astonished bow he could have listened to that deceit- 
ful sophistry about justice and right, and bis daim to the 
goods of others, and he wondered at his i4[>proval of those 
evil arguments by which be bad been led to justify bis dis- 
honest conduct. But in the meantime, before these correct 
ideas of truth and uprightness produced a practical effect 
upon bis conduct, he yielded more than once to the tempta- 
tion of supplying bis wants, in extreme cases, from bis 
fittber's treasury. This plan, however, was now adopted 
with more reluctance, and be seemed to be under the irre- 
sistible impulse of an evil spirit. 

At length be took courage and f(»rmed the resolution of 
rendering a repetition of the practice impossible, by inform- 
ing bis mther of the facibty with which bis d^ could be 
opened. He took bis measures cautiously, and once> in the 
presence of bis father, be carried the box of lettars we have 
mentioned into the room, pretended to stumble accidentally 
against the desk, and astonished bis fEUtber by causing it to 
spring open. They examined the lock without ddiay, and 
found that it bad become almost useless from age. It was at 
once repaired, and Ferdinand soon enjoyed a return of his 
peace of mind, when he saw bis father's roUs of money <mce 
more in safe custody. 
• But he was not content with this. He formed the resolu- 
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tian of restoring the money which he had abstracted. He 
commenced the most economical course of life for this pur* 
pose, with a Tiew of saving from his allowance all that could 
be possibly spared from the merest necessities. It is true tha;t 
this was but little, but it appeared large as it was the com- 
mencement of a system of restitution, and there will always 
be a wonderM difference between the last guinea borrowed 
and the first guinea saved. He had pursued this upright 
course for but a short time, when his father determined to 
settle him in business. His intention was to form a connec- 
tion with a manufactory at «ome distance from his residence. 
The design was to establish a company in a part of the coun- 
try where labour and provisions were cheap, to appoint an 
agent, and extend the business as widely as possible by means 
of money and credit. It was determined that Ferdinand 
should inquire into the practicability of the scheme, and for- 
ward a circumstantial report of his proceedings. His father 
furnished him with money for his journey, but placed a mode- 
rate limit upon his expenditure. The supply was, however, 
sufOlcient for his wants, and Ferdinand had no reason to Com- 
plain of a deficiency. 

Ferdinand used the utmost economy upon his journey, and 
found upon the closest calculation ;that he coidd live upon 
one-third of his allowance, by practising strict restraint. He 
was now anxious to find means of graduaUy saving a certain 
sum, and it soon presented itself; for opportunity comes in- 
differently to the good and to the bad, and fsivours all parties 
alike. In the neighbourhood which he designed to visits he 
found every article of life cheaper than he had expected. No 
new habits of expense had as yet been introduced. A mode- 
rate capital alone had been invested in business, and the manu- 
facturers were satisfied with small profits. Ferdinand soon 
saw that with a large capital, and the advantages of a new 
system, by purchasing the raw material by wholesale, and 
erecting machinery under the guidance of experienced work- 
men, large and soHd advantages might be secured. 

The prospect of a life -of activity gave him the greatest 
delight. The image of his beloved Ottilia was ever before 
liim, and the charming and picturesque character of the 
(^ountry made him wish anxiously that his father might be 
induced to establish him in this spot, commit the conduct of 
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the new mann&ctory to Hm, and thns afford him the means 
of attaining independence. His attention to business was 
secured by the demands of his own personal interests. He 
now found an opportunity, for the first time in his life, for 
the exercise of his understanding and judgment, and for 
exerting his other mental powers. Not only the beautiful 
neighbourhood, but his business and occupation, were full of 
attractions for him, they acted as balm and cordial to his 
wounded heart, whenever he recalled the painful remembrance 
of his father's house, in which, influenced by a species of 
insanity, he had acted in a manner which now seemed to him 
in the highest degree criminaL 

His constant companion was a friend of his fkmily, a 
person of strong mind, but delicate health, who had first con- 
ceived the project of founding this establishment. He in- 
structed Ferdinand in all his own views and projects, and 
seemed to take great pleasure in the thorough harmony of 
mind which existed between them. This latter personage 
led a simple and retired life, partly from choice, and partly 
because his health required it. He had no family of his own. 
His household establishment was conducted by a niece, who, 
he intended, should inherit his fortune, and it was his wish 
to see her united to a person of active and enterprising dis- 
position, who, by means of capital and persevering industry, 
might carry on the business which his in^rm health and want 
of means disqualified him from conducting. His first inter- 
view with Ferdinand suggested that he had found the man 
he wanted, and he was &e more strongly confirmed in this 
opinion, upon observing his fondness for business, and his 
attachment to the place. His niece became aware of his 
intentions, and seemed to approve of them. She was a young 
and interesting girl, of sweet and engaging disposition. Her 
care of her uncle's establishment had imparted to her mind 
the valuable qualities of activity and decision, whilst her 
attention to his health had softened down these traits by a 
proper union of gentleness and affection. It would have 
been difficult to find a person better calculated to make a 
lover happy. 

But Ferdinand's mind was engrossed with the thoughts of 
Ottilia's love ; he saw no attractions in the charms of this 
country beauty, or at least, his admiration was circumscribed 
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by the wish that if ever Ottilia settled down as his wife in 
this part of the country, she might have the assistance of 
such a person as assistant and housekeeper. But he was &ee 
and unrestrained in his intercourse with the young lady, he 
valued her more as he came to know her better, and his 
conduct became more respectful and attentive, and both she 
and her uncle soon put tiieir own interpretations upon his 
behaviour. 

Ferdinand had in the meantime made all the requisite 
inquiries about his father's business. The uncle's suggestions 
had enabled him to form certain projects which, with his 
usual thoughtlessness, he made the subject of conversation. 
He had more than once uttered certain gallant speeches to 
the niece, imtil her uncle and herself fancied that he actually 
indulged intentions which gave them both unfeigned satis- 
faction. To Ferdinand's great joy, he had learned that 
he could not only derive great advantage &om his father's 
plan, but that another favourable project would enable 
him to make restitution of the money he had abstracted, and 
the recollection of which pressed like a heavy burden upon 
his conscience. He communicated his intentions to his 
friend, who tendered not only his cordial congratulations, 
but every possible assistance to carry out his views. He even 
proposed to furnish his young friend with the necessary mer- 
chandize upon credit, a part of which offer was thankfully 
accepted, some portion of the goods being paid for with money 
Ferdinand had saved j&om his travelling expenses, and a 
short period of credit being taken for the remainder. 

It would be difficult to describe the joy with which Fer- 
dinand prepared for his return home. There can be no 
greater delight than is experienced by a man who, by his 
own unaided resources, frees himself from the consequences 
of error. Heaven looks down with satisfaction upon such a 
spectacle, and we cannot deny the force of the seeming 
paradox, which assures us that there is more joy before God 
over one returning sinner, than over ninety-nine just. 

But, unfortunately, neither the good resolutions nor the 
repentance and improvement of Ferdinand could remove the 
evil consequences of his crime, which were destined once more 
to disturb and c^itate bis mind with the most painful reflee* 
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lions. The storm had gathered daring his absence, and it 
was destined to burst oyer his head upon his return home. 

We have already had reason to observey that Ferdinand's 
iaiher was most irregular in his habits ; but his. business 
was imder the superintendence of a clever manager. He 
had not himself missed the money which had been abstracted 
by his son, with the exception of one roll of foreign money, 
which he had won from a stranger at play. This he had 
missed, and the circumstance seemed to him unaccountable. 
He was afterwards somewhat surprised to perceiye that 
several rolls of ducats could not be found, money which he 
had some time before lent to a friend, but which he knew had 
been repaid. He was aware of the previous insecurity of 
his desk, and felt convinced, therefore, that he had been 
robbed. This feeling rendered him extremely unhappy. 
His suspicions fell upon every one. In anger and exaspera- 
tion, he related the cireumstance to his wife. The entire 
household was thereupon strictly examined, and nei&er 
servants nor children were allowed to escs^. The good 
wife exerted herself to tranquillize her husband ; she repie- 
sented the discredit which a mere report of this circumstanoe 
would bring upon the family ; that no one would sympathise 
in their misfortune, further than to humiliate them wi^ their 
compassion ; that neither he nor she could expect to escape 
the tongue of scandal ; that strange observations would be 
made, if the thief should remain im4i8Covered ; and she sug- 
gested, that perhaps if they continued silent, they might re- 
cover their lost money without reducing the wretched criminal 
to a state of misery for life. In this manner she prevailed 
upon her husband to remain quiet, and to investigate the 
a&ir in silence. 

But the discovery was unfortunately soon made. Ottilia*s 
aunt had of course beeni informed of the engagement of the 
young couple. She had heard of the presents which lier 
niece had received. The attadmient was not approved by 
her, and she had only maintained sitenoe in consequence m 
her niece's absence. She would have consented to her oaar- 
riage with Ferdinand, but she did not like uncertainly on 
such a subject; and as she knew that he was shortly to 
return, and her niece wai expected daily, she determined to 
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inform the pftrents of the state of things, to inquire their 
opiniom to ask whether Ferdinand was to hare a settlement, 
and if they would consent to the marriage. 

The mother was not a little astonished at this information, 
imd she was shocked at hearing of the presents which Fer- 
dinand had made to Ottilia. But she concealed her surprise, 
and requesting the aunt to allow her some time to confer with 
hier husband upon the matter, she expressed her own con- 
currence in the intended marrii^^ and her expectation that 
her son would be advantageously provided for. 

Theaunt took her leave, but Ferdinand's mother did not deem 
it advisable to communicate the circumstance to her husband. 
She DOW had to undertake the sad duty of discovering whether 
Ferdinand had purchased Ottilia's presents with tbe stolen 
money. She went straight to the shopkeeper who dealt in 
such goods, made some general inquiries, and said at last, 
^that he ot^t not to overcharge her, particularly as her 
aon, who had bought some simUar articles, had procured 
them from him at a more reasonable charge.'' This the 
tradesman denied, producing the account, and further 
observing that he lad even added something for the exchange, 
sa Ferdinand had paid for the goods partly in foreign money. 
He specified the exact nature of the coin, and to her inex- 
pressible grief, it was the very same which had been stolen 
from her husband. She left the shop with sorrowful heart. 
Ferdinand^s crime vras but too evident. The sum which her 
Itasband had lost was lafge, and she saw in all its force the 
extent of the cdme and its evil results. But she had pru- 
dence enough to conceal her discovery. She vndted for the 
return of her son, with feelings of mingled lear and anxiety. 
£he wished for an explanation, and yet dreaded the conse- 
quences of a farther inquiry. 

At length he arrived in the highest spirits. He expected 
the greatest praise from the manner in which he transacted 
bis business, and was the bearer oia, sum of money suflicient 
to make compensation for what he had criminally abstracted. 
His &ther heard bis statement with pleasure, but did not 
manifest so mudi delight as tiie con expected. Hb late losses 
had irritated his temper, and he was the more distressed frt»n 
having some large payments to make at the moment 
Ferdinand felt hurt at his £Bther's depression of mind, 
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and his own peace was fariher disturbed by the sight of 
eTerything around him ; the very room in which he was, the 
furniture, and the sight of the fatal desk, those silent wit- 
nesses of his crime, spoke loudly to his guilty conscience. 
His satisfaction was at an end. He shrunk within himself 
and felt like a culprit. 

After a few days' delay he was about to distract his atten- 
tion from these thoughts by examining the merchandize which 
he had ordered, when his mother finding him alone, addressed 
him upon the subject, in a tone of affectionate earnestness, 
which did not allow the smallest opportunity for prevarica- 
tion. He was overcome with grief. He threw himself at 
her feet, imploring her forgiveness, acknowledging his crime, 
and protesting that nothing but his affection for Ottilia had 
misled him ; he assured her, in conclusion, that it was the 
only offence of the kind of which he had ever been guilty. 
He related the circumstances of his bitter repentance, of lus 
having acquainted his father with the insecurity of his desk, 
and finally informed her how, by personal privations and a 
fortunate speculation, he was in a condition to make restitution. 

His mother heard him calmly, but insisted on knowing 
how he had disposed of so much money, as the presents 
would account but for a small part of the sum abstracted. 
She produced to his dismay an account of what his father 
had missed, but he denied having taken even so much silver ; 
the missing gold he solenmly protested he had never touched. 
His mother became exasperated at this denial. She rebuked 
him for his attempt to deceive her, and that at a moment 
when he laid claim to the virtue of repentance, asserting that 
if he could be guilty in one respect, she must doubt his inno- 
cence in another. She suggested that he might perhaps have 
accomplices amongst his dissipated companions; that perhaps 
the business he had carried on was transacted with the stolen 
money, and that probably he would have confessed nothing, 
if his crime had not been accidentally discovered. She 
threatened him with the anger of his father, with judicial 
punishment, with her highest displeasure, but nothing affected 
him more than his learning that his projected marriage with 
Ottilia had been already spoken of. She left him in the 
most wretched condition. His real crime had been dis- 
covered, and he was suspected of even greater guilt How 
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could he eyer persuade his parents that he had not stolen the 
gold ? He dreaded the public exposure which was likely to 
result from his father's irritable temper, and he now had 
time to compare his present wretched condition with the 
happiness which he might have attained. All his prospects 
of an active life and of a marriage with Ottilia were at an 
end. He saw his utter wretchedness, abandoned, a ^gitive 
in foreign lands, exposed to every species of misfortune. 

But these reflections were not the worst evil he had to 
encounter, though they bewildered his mind, wounded his 
pride, and crushed his affections. His most severe pangs 
arose from the thought, that his honest resolution, his noble 
intention to repair the past, was suspected, repudiated, and 
denied. And even if these thoughts gave birUi to a feeling 
resembling despair, he could not deny that he had deserved 
his fate, and to this conviction must be added his knowledge 
of the fatal truth, that one crime is sufficient to destroy the 
character for ever. Such meditations as these, and the appre- 
hension that his firmest resolutions of amendment might be 
looked upon as insincere, made life itself a burden. 

In this moment of abandonment he appealed to Heaven for 
assistance. He sank upon his knees, and moistening the 
ground with his tears of contrition, implored help from his 
Divine Maker. His prayer was worthy of being heard. 
Man, throwing off his load of crimes, has a claim upon 
Heaven. He who has exhausted every effort of his own, 
may, as a last resource, appeal to God. He was for some 
time engaged in earnest prayer, when the door opened and 
some one entered his apartment. It was his mother, who 
approached him with a cheerful look, saw his agitation, and 
addressed him with consoling words. " How happy I am," 
she said, '* to find that I may credit your assertions, and 
regard your sorrow as sincere. The missing simi of gold 
has been found ; your father, when he received it from his 
£riend, handed it to his secretary, who forgot the circumstance, 
amid the numerous transactions of the day. And with respect 
to the silver, you are also right, as the amount taken is less 
than I had supposed. Unable to conceal my joy, I promised 
your father to replace the missing sum, if he would consent 
to forbear making any further inquiry into the matter." 

Fer^nand's joy was indescribable. He completed at once 
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his bnsinem arrangemeiLts, gave bis mother tlie promised 
money, and in addition replaced tbe amount which his Either 
bad lost through his own irr^ukrityl He became gradually 
more cheerful and happy, but the whole circumstance pro- 
duced a serious impression upon bis mind. He became c<m* 
Tinced that eyery man has power to accomplish good, and 
that our Divine Maker will infallibly extend to him His assist- 
ance in the hour of trial— a truth which he himself bad learned 
from late experience. He now unfolded to his father bis plan 
of establishing himself in the neighbourhood from which be 
bad lately returned. He fully explained tbe nature of ibe 
intended business. His £iither consented to bis proposals^ 
and his mother at a proper time related to her husband the 
attachment of Ferdinand to Ottilia. He was delighted at tbe 
prospect of having so charming a daughter-in-&w, and felt 
additional pleasure at the idea of being able to establish bis 
8on without the necessity of incurring much expense. 

*< This story pleases me," said Louisa, when tbe old Qeigy- 
man had finiiBbed his narration, ^' and though the incidents 
are taken from low life, yet the tone is sufficiently elevated to 
prove agreeable. And it seems to me, that if we examine 
ourselves, or observe others, we shall find that men are seLdom 
influenced by their own reflections either to pursue or to 
abandon a certain course, but are generally impelled by ex- 
traneous circumstances." 

** I wish for my part," said Charles, " that we were not 
obliged to deny ourselves anything, and that we bad no 
knowledge of tibiose blessings which: we are not allowed to 
possess. But unfortunately we walk in an orchard, wha:e 
though all the trees are loaded with fruit, we are compelled 
to leave them untouched, to satisfy ourselves with tbe enjoy- 
ment of the shade, and forego the greatest indulgence." 

*' Now," continued Louisa to the Gleigymaii, ^' fet us bear 
tbe end of the story." 

CKefyyman.—- It is finished. 

ZtmtM. — ^The d^iouement may be finished^ but we should 
like to bear the very end. 

der^yman. — ^Your distinction is just, and since you seem 
interested in the fiite of my friend, I will tell yoafaniefljr what 
bappened to bim. 
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Relieved from the oppressive weight of so dreadful a crime, 
and enjoying some degree of satisfaction at his own conduct, 
his thoughts were now directed to his future happiness, and 
he expected with anxiety the return of Ottilia, that he might 
explain his position and perform his promise to her. She 
came, accompanied by her pai^ents. He hastened to meet 
her, and found her more beautiful than ever. He waited 
with impatience for an opportunity of speaking to her alone, 
and of unfolding all his future projects. The moment 
arrived, and with a heart full of tenderness and love, he spoke 
of his hopes, of his expectations of happiness, and of his wish 
to share it with her. But what was his surprise and asto- 
nishment to find that she heard his announcement with 
indifference and even with contempt, and that she indulged 
in disagreeable jokes about the hermitage prepared for 
their reception, and the interest they would excite by enacting 
the characters of shepherd and shepherdess in a pastortd 
abode. 

Her conduct occasioned bitter reflections. He was hurt 
and grieved at her indi^rence. She had been unjust to 
him, and he now began to observe faidts in her conduct, 
which had previously escaped his attention. In addition, it 
required no very keen perception to remark that a cousin, who 
had accompanied her, had made an impression upon her and 
won a large portion of her affections. 

But Ferdinand soon perceived the necessity of struggling 
with this new source of sorrow, and as victory had attended 
his ex^iions in one instance, he hoped to be successful upon 
a second occasion. He saw Ottilia frequently and determined 
to observe her closely. His conduct towards her was atten- 
tive and affectionate, and her deportment was of a similar 
nature, but her attractions had become diminished for him ; 
he soon found that her professions were not cordial or sincere, 
and that she could be affectionate and cold^ attractive and 
repulsive, charming and disagreeable, according to the mere 
whim of the moment. He gradualhr became indifferent to 
her, and he resolved at length to break the last link of their 
connection. 

But this was more difficult than he had anticipated. He 
found her one day alone, and took courage to remind her of 
her engagement to him, and of those happy moments in which. 
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under the influence of the most delightful feelings, they had 
discoursed with joyful anticipations of their future happiness. 
She was in a tender mood, and he began to hope that he 
might perhaps have been deceiyed in the estimate he had 
lately formed of her. He thereupon began to describe his 
worldly prospects and the probable success of his intended 
establishment. She expressed her satis&ction, accompanied, 
howeyer, with regret l^t their union must on this account 
be postponed still longer. She gave him to understand that 
she had not the least wish to leaye the pleasures of a city life, 
but expressed her hopes that he might be able, after some 
years* active industry in the countxy, to return home and 
become a citi^n of consequence. She gave him, moreover, 
to understand that she expected he would play a more respect- 
able and honest part in life than his father. 

Ferdinand saw plainly that he could expect no happiness 
from such a connection, and yet he felt the difficulty of 
wholly disengaging himself. In this state of mind he would 
probably have parted from her in uncertainty about the 
future, had he not been finally influenced by the conduct of 
Ottilia's cousin, towards whom he thought she displayed too 
much tenderness. Ferdinand, thereupon, wrote a letter 
assuring her that it was still in her power to make him 
happy, but that it could not be advisable to encourage inde- 
finite hopes, or to enter into engagements for an imcertain 
future. 

He trusted that this letter would produce a favourable 
answer ; but he received a reply whicn his heart deplored, 
but his judgment approved. She released him firom his 
promise, without rejecting his love, and adverted to her own 
feelings in the same ambiguous manner. She was still bound 
by the sense of her letter, but free by its literal meaning. 
But why should I delay communicating the inevitable result? 
Ferdinand hastened back to the peaceful abode he had left, 
and formed his determination at once. He became attentive 
and diligent in business, and was encouraged in this course 
by the affections of the kind being, of whom we have already 
spoken, and the exertions of her imcle to employ every 
means in his power to render them happy. I Knew him 
afterwards, when he was surrounded by a numerous and 
prosperous family. He related his own story to me himself; 
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and as it often happens with individuals whose early life has 
been marked by some uncommon accident, his own adven- 
tures had become so indelibly impressed upon his mind, that 
they exerted a deep influence on his conduct. Even as a 
man and as a father, he constantly denied himself the enjoy- 
ment of many gratifications, in order not to forget the prac- 
tice of self-restraint ; and the whole course of his children's 
education was founded upon this principle, that they must 
accustom themselves to a frequent denial of their most ardent 
inclinations. 

I once had an opportunity of witnessing an instance of the 
system he adopted. One of his children was about to eat 
something at table, of which he was particularly fond. His 
father forbade it, apparently without reason. To my aston- 
ishment, the child obeyed with the utmost cheerfulness, and 
dinner proceeded as if nothing had occurred. And in this 
manner, even the eldest members of the family often allowed 
a tempting dish of fruit or some other dainty to pass them 
untasted. But, notwithstanding this, a general freedom 
reigned in his house, and there was at times a sufficient 
display both of good and bad conduct. But Ferdinand was 
for the most part indifferent to what occurred, and allowed 
an almost unrestrained licence. At times, however, when a 
certain week came about, orders were given for precise 
punctuality, the clocks were regulated to the second, every 
member of the family received his orders for the day, business 
and pleasure had their turn, and no one dared to be a single 
second in arrear. I could detain you for hours in describing 
his conversation and remarks on this extraordinary system of 
education. He was accustomed to jest with me upon my 
vows as a catholic priest, and maintained that every man 
should make a vow to practise self-restraint, as well as to 
require obedience from others ; but he observed that the ex- 
ercise of these vows, in place of being perpetually demanded, 
was only suitable for certain occasions* 

The Baroness observed, that she thought Ferdinand was 
perfectly right, and she compared the authority of a parent 
to the executive power in a kingdom, where, if the influence 
of the latter is weak, the legislative authority can be of little 
avail. 

Louisa, at this moment, rushed hastily to the window, 
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baTing heard Ferdinand ride past. She ran to meet him, 
and accompanied him into the salon. He seemed cheerful, 
notwithstanding he had just come from a scene of trouble 
and distress. In place of entering into a detailed description 
of the fire which had seized the house of his aunt, he assured 
the company that he had established beyond doubt the fact 
that the deSk there had been burnt at the yery same time 
when theirs had been split asunder in so strange a manner. 

He stated, that when the fire approached the room where 
the desk was, one of the servants saved a clock which stood 
upon it ; that in carrying it out, some accident had hap- 
pened to the works, and it had stopped at the hour of half- 
past eleven, ond thus the coincidence of time was placed 
beyond all question. The Baroness smiled, and the Tutor 
observed, that although two things might agree in some par- 
ticulars, we were not, therefore, justified in inferring iheir 
mutual dependence. But Louisa took pleasure in believing 
the connection of these two circumstances, particularly as 
she had received intelligence that her intended was quite 
well ; and as to the rest of the company, they gave full scope 
to the flights of their in^aginaticm. 

Charles inquired of the Clergyman whether he knew a 
fidry tale. *' The imagination," he observed, ** is a divine 
gifb, but I do i^ot like to see it employed about the actualities 
of life. The airy forms to which it gives birth are delightful 
to contemplate, if we view them as beings of a peculiar 
order, but connected with truth, they become prodigies, and 
are disapproved by our reason and judgment. The imagina- 
tion," he continued, '' should not deal in &cts, nor be employed 
to establish fi&cts. Its proper province is art, and there its 
influence should operate like sweet music, which awakens 
our emotions, and makes us forget the cause by which these 
emotions are awakened." 

" Continue," said the old Clergyman, " and explain still 
further your view of the proper attributes of imi^inative 
works* Another property is essential to their enjoyment— 
that the exercise of imagination should be voluntary. It can 
effect nothing by compulsion ; it must wait for the moment 
of inspiration. Without design, and without any settled 
course, it soars aloft upon its own pinions, and as it is borne 
forward, leaves a trace of its wonderful and devious couxse. 
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But jou must allow me to take my accitstomed walk, that I 
may awaken, in my soul the sweet fancies which, informer 
years, were accustomed to enchant me. I promise to relate 
a fairy tale this evening that will amuse you all. 

They at once consented, particularly as they all hoped in 
the mean time to hear the news of which Frederick was the 
bearer. 



A FAIRY TALE. 

Wearied with the labours of the day, an old Ferryman 
lay asleep in his hut, on the bank of a wide river, which the 
late heavy rains had swollen to an unprecedented height. In 
the middle of the night he was awakened by a loud cry, — he 
listened — ^it was the call of some trayellers who wished to be 
ferried over. 

Upon opening the door, he was surprised to see two 
liVill-o'-the- wisps dancing round his boat, which was still 
secured to its moorings. Speaking with human voices, 
they assured him that they were in the greatest possible 
hurry, and wished to be carried instantly to the other side of 
the river. Without losing a moment, the old Ferryman 
pushed off and rowed across with his usual dexterity. During 
the passage the strangers whispered together in an unknown 
language, and several times burst into loud laughter, whilst 
they amused themselves with dancing upon the sides and seats 
of the boat, and cutting fantastic capers at the bottom. 

*^ The boat reels," cried the old man, " and if you continue 
so restless, it may upset. Sit down, you Will-o*-the-wisp8.'* 

They burst into loud laughter at this conmiand, ridiculed 
the boatman, and became more troublesome than ever. But 
he bore their annoyance patiently, and they soon reached 
the opposite bank of the river. 

'* Here is something for your trouble," said die passengers, 
shaking themselves, when a number of glittering gold pieces 
fell into the boat. " What are you doing ?" cried the old 
man, '' some misfortune will happen should a single piece of 
gold fall into the water. The river, which has a strong anti- 
pathy to gold, would become fearfully agitated and swallow 
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both me and my boat. Who can say eyen what might happen 
to yourselyes ? I pray you take back your gold." 

*' We can take nothing back, which we have once shaken 
from our persons," answered one of them. 

" Then I shall be compelled/' replied the old boatman, as 
he stooped and collected the gold in his cap, " to take it to 
the shore and bury it." 

The Will-o*-the- wisps had in the meantime leaped out of the 
boat, upon which the old man cried, *' Pay me my fare." 

''The man who refuses gold must work for nothing," 
answered the Will-o'-the-wisps. 

'* My payment must consist of fruits of the earth," rejoined 
the Ferryman. 

" We despise them, they are not food for us," continued 
the Will-o'-the-wisps. 

" But you shall not depart," replied the Ferryman, " till 
you have given me three cauliflowers, three artichokes, and 
three large onions." 

The Will-o'-the-wisps were in the act of running away, 
with a laugh, when they felt themselyes in some inexplicable 
manner fixed to the earth ; they had never experienced so 
fitrange a sensation. They then promised to pay the demand 
without delay, upon which the Ferryman released them and 
instantly pushed off with his boat. 

He was already far away, when they called after him, 
** Old man ! listen, we have forgotten something important ;" 
but he heard them not, and continued his course. When he 
had reached a point lower down, on the same side of the 
river, he came to some rocks which the vrater was unable to 
reach, and proceeded to bury the dangerous gold. Observing 
a deep cleft which opened between two rocks, he threw the 
gold into it, and returned to his dwelling. This cleft was 
inhahited by a beautiful green Dragon, vnio was awakened 
£'om her sleep by the sound of the falling money. At the 
very first appearance of the glittering pieces, she devoured 
them greedily, then searched about carefully in hopes of find- 
ing such other coins as might have fallen accidentally amongst 
the briers, or between the fissures of the rocks. 

The Dragon immediately felt herself overpowered with the 
most delightful sensations, and perceived with joy that she 
became suddenly shining and transpar^t. She had been 
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long aware that this change was possihle, but entertaining 
some doubt whether the brilliance would continue, she 
felt impelled by curiosity to leave her dwelling, and ascertain, 
if possible, to whom she was indebted for the beautiful gold. 
She found no one ; but she became lost in admiration of her- 
self, and of the brilliant light which illumined her path 
through the thick underwood, and shed its rays over the sur- 
rounding green. The leaves of the trees glittered like eme- 
ralds, and the flowers shone with glorious hues. In vain did 
she penetrate the solitary wilderness, but hope dawned when 
she reached the plains, and observed at a distance a light 
resembline her own. " Have I at last discovered my fellow ?" 
she exclaimed, and hastened to the spot. She found no 
obstacle firom bog or morass ; for though the dry meadow and 
the high rock were her dearest habitations, and though she 
loved to feed upon the spicy root, and to quench her thirst 
with the crystal dew and with fresh water from the spring, 
yet for the sake of her beloved gold and of her glorious light, 
she was willing to encoimter every privation. 

Wearied and exhausted, she reached at length the confines 
of a wide morass, where our two Will-o'-the-wisps were 
amusing themselves in playing fantastic antics. She made 
towards them, and saluting them, expressed her delight at 
being able to claim relationship with such charming per- 
sonages. The lights played around her, skipped from side ta 
side, and laughed about in their own peculiar fashion^ 
" Dear Aunt !*' they exclaimed, " what does it signify, even 
though you are of horizontal form ; we are related at least 
through brilliancy. But look how well a tall slender figure 
becomes us gentry of the vertical shape," and so saying both 
the lights compressed their breadth together and shot up into 
a thin and pointed line. ** Do not be offended, dear friend," 
they continued, " but what family can boast of a privilege 
like ours. Since the first Will-o'-the-wisp was created, none 
of our race have ever been obliged to sit down or to take 
repose." 

But all this time the feelings of the Dragon in the presence 
of her relations were anything but pleasant ; for, exalt her 
head as high as she would, she was compelled to stoop to 
earth again, when she wished to advance ; and though she was 
proud of the brilliancy which she shed round her own dark 

27 
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abode, sbe felt her light gradually diminish in the presence 
of her relatives, and she began to fear that it might finally be 
extinguished. 

In her perplexity she hastily inquired whether the gentle- 
men could inform her whence the shining gold had come, 
which had lately fallen into the deft of the rocks hard by, as 
in her opinion it was a precious shower from heaven. The 
Will-o*-the-wisps immediately shook themselves (at the same 
time laughing loudly), and a deluge of gold pieces at (mce 
flowed around. The Dragon devoured them greedily. " We 
hope you like them, dear Aunt," shouted the shimng Will- 
o'-the-wisps ; *' we can supply you with any quantity," and 
they shook themselves with such copious effect, that the 
Dragon found it difficult to swallow the bright dainties with 
sufficient speed. Her brilliancy increased as the gold disap- 
peared, till at length she shone with inconceivable radiance, 
while in the same proportion the Will-o'-the-wisps grew thin 
and tapering, without, however, losing the smallest iota of 
their cheerful humour. 

'^ I am under eternal obligations to you," said the Dragon, 
pausing to breathe from her voracious meal ; " ask of me what 
you please, I will give you anything you demand," 

"A bargain!" answered the Will-o'-the-wisp ; "tell us 
then where the beautiful Lily dwells, lead us to her palace 
and gardens without delay; we die of impatience to cast our- 
selves at her feet" 

'* You ask a favour," replied the Dragon, with a deep cdgfa, 
" which it is not in my power so quickly to bestow. The 
beautiful Lily lives, unfortunately, on the opposite bank of 
the river. We cannot cross over on this stormy night." 

" Cruel river, which separates us from the object of our 
desires ! But cannot we call back the old Ferryman ? " said 
they. 

*• Your wish is vain," answered the Dragon, " for even 
were you to meet him on this bank, he would refuse to take 
you, as though he can convey passengers to this side of the 
stream, he can carry no one back." 

*< Bad news, indeed ; but are there no other means of 
crossing the river ?" 

'' There are, but not at this moment; I myself can take 
you over at mid-day." 
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" That is an hour," replied the Will-o'-the-wisps, •* when 
we do not usually travel." 

" llien you had better postpone your intention till evening, 
when you may cross in the giant's shadow." 

" How is that managed ? " they inquired. 

*• The giant," replied the Dragon, *' who lives hard by, is 
powerless with his body ; his hands are incapable of raising 
even a straw, his shoulders can bear no burden, but his 
shadow accomplishes all for him. For this reason, he is 
most powerful at sunrise and at sunset. At the hour of 
evening, the giant will approach the river softly, and if you 
place yourself upon his shadow, it will carry you over. 
Meet me at mid-day, at the corner of the wood, where the 
trees hang over the river, when I myself will take you across, 
and introduce you to the beautiful Lily. Should you, 
however, shrink from the noonday heat, your only alternative 
is to apply to the giant, when evening casts its shadows 
around, and he will no doubt prove obliging." 

With a graceful salutation the young gentlemen took 
their leave, and the Dragon rejoiced at their departure, 
partly that she might indulge her feelings of pleasure at her 
own light; and partly that she might sati^ a cariosity by 
-which she had long been tormented. M 

In the clefts of the rocks where she dwelt, she had lately 
made a wonderful discovery; for although she had been 
obliged to crawl through these chasms in darkness, she had 
learnt to distinguish every object by feeling. The produc- 
tion9 of Nature, which she was accustomed everywhere to 
encounter, were all of an irregular kind. At one time she 
-wound her way amongst the poiots of enormous crystals, at 
another she was for a moment impeded by the veins of solid 
silver, and many were the precious stones which her light dis- 
covered to her. But, to her great astonishment, she had en- 
countered in a rock, which was securely closed on all sides, 
objects which betrayed the plastic hand of man. Smooth walls, 
^hich she was unable to ascend, sharp, regular angles, taper- 
ing columns, and what was even more wonderful, human 
£guree, round which she had often entwined herself, and 
whicb appeared to her to be formed of brass or of polished 
marble. She was now anxious to behold all these objects 
with her eyes, "and to confirm, by her own observation, what 

2f2 



' Digitized by VjOOQIC 



436 GOETHE. 

she had hitherto but suspected. She thought herself capable 
now of illusiining with her own light these wonderful sub- 
terranean caverns, and indulged the hope of becomiDg 
thoroughly acquainted with Siese astonishing mysteries. 
She delayed not, and quickly found the opening through 
which she was accustomed to penetrate into the sanctuary. 

Arrived at the place, she looked round with wonder, and 
though her brilliancy was unable to light the entire cavern, 
yet many of the objects were sufficiently distinct. With 
astonishment and awe, she raised her eyes to an illumined 
niche, in which stood the statue of a venerable King, of pure 
gold. In size the statue was colossal, but the countenance 
was that rather of a little than of a great man. His well- 
turned limbs were covered with a simple robe, and his head 
was encircled by an oaken garland. 

Scarcely had the Dragon beheld this venerable form, than 
the King found utterance, and said, **How comest thou 
hither?" 

'* Through the deft," answered the Dragon, *^ in which 
the gold abides." 

« What is nobler than gold ?" asked the King. 

" Light," replied the Dragon. 

^' And whatisMore vivid thanlight?" continued the Monarch. 

" Speech," sam the Serpent. 

During this conversation, the Dragon had looked stealthily 
aroimd, and observed another noble statue in an adjoining 
niche. A silver King sat there enthroned, of figure tall and 
slender ; his limbs were enveloped in an embroidered mantle; 
his crown and sceptre were adorned with precious stones ; 
his countenance wore the serene dignity of pride, and he 
seemed about to speak, when a dark vein, which ran through 
the marble of the wall, suddenly became brilliant, and cast a 
soft light through the whole temple. This light discovered a 
third King, whose mighty form was cast in brass ; he leaned 
upon a massive club, ms head was crowned with laurels, and 
his proportions resembled a rock rather than a human being. 

The Dragon felt a desire to approach a fourth King, who 
stood before her at a distance ; but the wall suddenly opened, 
the illumined vein flashed like lightning, and became as sud- 
denly extinguished. 

A man of middle stature now approached. He was dad 
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in tbe garb of a peasant ; in his hand he bore a lamp, whose 
flame it was delightful to behold, and which lightened the 
entire dwelling, without leaving the trace of a shadow. 

" Why dost thou come, since we have already light ? " 
asked the Golden King. 

" You know that I can shed no ray on what is dark," 
replied the old man. 

" Will my kingdom end ? " inquired the Silver Monarch. 

*' Late or never," answered the other. 

The Brazen King then asked, with voice of thunder, " When 
shall I arise?" 

** Soon," was the reply. 

"With whom shall I be united?" continued the former. 

" With thine elder brother," answered the latter. 

" And what will become of the youngest ?" 

" He will repose." 

" I am n6t weary," interrupted the fourth King, with a 
deep, but faltering voice. 

During this conversation the Dragon had wound her way 
softly through the temple, surveyed everything which it con- 
tained, and approached the niche in which the fourth King 
stood. He leaned against a pillar, and his handsome coun- 
tenance bore traces of melancholy. It was Ajdifficult to dis- 
tinguish the metal of which the statue was composed. It 
resembled a mixture of the three metals of which his brothers 
were formed; but it seemed as if the materials had not 
thoroughly blended, as the veins of gold and silver crossed 
each other irregularly through the brazen mass, and destroyed 
the efltect of the whole. 

The Golden King now asked, " How many secrets dost thou 
know?" 

" Three," was the reply. 

" And which is the most important ?" inquired the Silver 
King. 

" The revealed," answered the old man. 

" Wilt thou explain it to us ?" asked the Brazen King. 

" When I have learnt the fourth," was the response. 

" I care not;" murmured he of the strange compound. 

'' I know the fourth," interrupted the Dragon, approaching 
the old man, and whispering in his ear. 

" The time is come," exclaimed the latter, with tremendous 
voice. . The sounds echoed through the .temple ; the statues 
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rang again ; and in the same instant the old man disappeared 
towards the west, and the Dragon towards the east, ajid both 
pierced instantly through the impediments of the rock. 

Every passage through which the old man baxt his com'se 
became immediately filled with gold ; for the lamp which he 
carried possessed the wonderful prop^y of conyerting stones 
into gold, wood into silver, and dead animals into jewds. 
But in order to produce this effect, it was necessary that no 
other light should be near. In the presence of another 
light the lamp merely emitted a soft illuminaiioDy which, 
however, gave joy to every living thing. 

The old man returned to his hut on ^ brow of the hill, and 
found his wife in the greatest sorrow. She was seated at the 
fire, her eyes filled with tears, and she refused all consolation. 

^' What a misfortune," she exclaimed, " that I allowed you 
to leave home to-day !'* 

'' What has happened?'' answered the old man, very quietly. 

" You were scarcely gone," replied she with sobs, " before 
two rude travellers came to the door; unfortimately I admitted 
them, as they seemed good, worthy people. They were 
attired like fiames, and might have passed for Will-o'-the- 
wisps ; but they had scarcely entered the house before they 
commenced their Batteries, and became at length so importa* 
nate that I blush to recollect their conduct." 

'* Well," said the old man, smiling, *' the gentlemen were 
only amusing themselves, and, at your age, you should have 
considered it as the display of ordinary politeness." 

" My age !" rejoined the old woman. " Will you for ever 
remind me of my age ; how old am I then ? And ordinaij 
politeness ! But I can tell you something ; look round at 
the walls of our hut, you will now be able to see the old 
stones which have been concealed for more than a hundred 
years. These visitors extracted all the gold more quickly 
than I can tell you, and they assured me that it was of capital 
flavour. When they had completely cleared the walls they 
grew cheerful, and, in a few minutes, their persons became tall, 
broad, and shining. They thereupon again commenced their 
tricks, and repeated tbeir flatteries, calling me a queen. l!liey 
shook themselves, t^d immediately a profusion of goki piecea 
fell on all sides. You may see some of them still glitteiing^ 
on the floor ; but a calamity soon occurred. Our dog Mops 
swallowed some of them, and see, he lies dead in the chimney. 
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corner. Poor animal! his death afflicts me. I did not 
observe it till they had departed, otherwise I should not have 
promised to pay ihe Ferryman the debt they owed him." 

" How much do they owe V inquired the old man. 

" Three cauliflowers,'' answered his wife, "three artichokes, 
and three onions. I have promised to take them to the river 
at break of day." 

" You had better oblige them," said the old man, '^ and 
they may perhaps serve us in time of need." 

'^ I know not if they will keep their word,** said she, ^*but 
they promised and vowed to serve us." 

The fire had, in the meantime, died away ; but the old man 
covered the cinders with ashes, put away the shining gold 
pieces, and lighted his lamp afresh. In the glorious illumina- 
tion the walls became covered with gold, and Mops was 
transformed into the most beautiful on}^^ that was ever be- 
held. The variety of colour which glittered through the 
costly gem produced a splendid efTect. 

^' Take, your basket/' said the old man, ** and place the 
onyx in it. Then collect the three cauliflowers, the three 
artichokes, and the three onions, lay them together, and 
carry them to the river. The Dragon* will bear you across at 
mid-day ; then visit the beautiful Lily ; her touch will give 
life to the onyx, as her touch gives death to every living 
thing ; and it will be to her an affectionate friend. Tell her 
not to mourn ; that her deliverance is nigh ; that she must 
consider a great misfortune as her greatest blessing, for the 
time is come." 

The old woman prepared her basket, and set forth at break 
of day. The rising sun shone brightly over the river, which 
gleamed in the far distance. The old woman journeyed 
slowly on, for the weight of the basket oppressed her, but it 
did not arise from the onyx. Nothing lifeless proved a bur^ 
den, for when the basket contained dead things it rose aloft, 
and floated over her head. But a fresh vegetable, or the 
smallest living creature, induced fatigue. She had toiled 
along for some distance, when she started and suddenly stood 
still ; for she had nearly placed her foot upon the shadow of 
the giant, which was advancing towards her from the plain. 
Her eye now perceived his monstrous bulk ; he had just 
bathed in the river, and was coming out of the water. She- 
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knew not how to avoid him. He saw her, saluted her jest- 
ingly, and thi-ust the hand of his shadow into her basket. 
AVith dexterity he stole a cauliflower, an artichoke, and an 
onion, and raised them to his mouth. He then proceeded on 
his course up the stream, and left the woman alone. 

She considered whether it would not be better to return, 
and supply the missing vegetables from her own garden, and, 
lost in these reflections, she went on her way until she 
arrived at the bank of the river. She sat down, and awaited 
for a long time the arrival of the Ferryman. He appeared at 
length, having in his boat a traveller whose air was mysterious. 
A handsome youth, of noble aspect, stepped on shore. 

" What have you brought with you ?" said the old man. 

"The vegatables," repHed the woman, " which the Will-o*- 
the-wisps owe you/' pointing to the contents of her basket. 

But when he found that there were but two of each kind, 
he became angry and refused to take them. 

The woman implored him to relent, assuring him that she 
could not then return home, as she had found h^r burden 
heavy, and she had still a long way to go. But he was obsti- 
nate, maintaining that the decision did not depend upon him. 

" I am obliged to collect my gains for nine hours,'' said he, 
" and I can keep nothing for myself, till I have paid a third 
part to the river." 

At length, after much contention, he told her there was 
still a remedy. 

" If you give security to the river, and acknowledge your 
debt, I will take the six articles, though such a course is not 
•devoid of danger." 

" But if I keep my word, I incur no risk," she said earnestly. 

** Not the least," he replied. " Thrust your hand into the 
river, and promise that within four-and-twenty hours you will 
pay the debt." 

The old woman complied, but shuddered as she observed 
that her hand, on drawing it out of the water, had become as 
black as a coal. She scolded angrily, exclaiming that her 
hands had always been most beautiflil, and that, notwith- 
standing her hard work, she had ever kept them white and 
delicate. She gazed at her hand with the greatest alarm, and 
exclaimed, ** This is still worse, it has shrunk, and is already 
much smaller than thic other." 
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** It only appears so now," said the Ferryman, " but if you 
break your word, it will be so in reality. Your hand will in 
that case grow smaller^ and finally disappear, though you will 
still preserve the use of it." 

** I would rather," she replied, " lose it altogether, and that 
my misfortune should be concealed. But no matter, I will 
keep my word, to escape this black disgrace, and avoid so 
much anxiety." Whereupon she took her basket, which rose 
aloft, and floated freely over her head. She hastened after 
the youth, who was walking thoughtfully along the bank. 
His noble figure and peculiar attire had made a deep impres- 
sion upon her mind. 

His breast was covered with a shining cuirass, whose trans- 
parency permitted the motions of his graceful form to be seen. 
From his shoulders hung a purple mantle, and his auburn 
locks waved in beautiful curls round his imcovered head. 
His noble countenance and his well-turned feet were exposed to 
the burning rays of the sun. Thus did he journey patiently 
over the hot sand, which, '* true to one sorrow, he trod with- 
out feeling." 

The garrulous old woman sought to engage him in conver- 
sation, but he heeded her not, or answered briefly ; until, not- 
withstanding his beauty, she became weary, and took leave of 
him, saying, " You are too slow for me, sir, and I cannot lose 
my time, as I am anxious to cross the river, with the assistance 
of the Green Dragon, and to present the beautiful Lily with 
my husband's handsome present." So saying she left him 
speedily, upon which the youth took heart and followed her 
without delay. 

" You are going to the beautiful Lily," he exclaimed ; " if 
«o, our way lies together. What present are you taking 
her?" 

** Sir," answered the woman, ** it is not fair that you should 
so earnestly inquire after my secrets, when you paid so little 
attention to my questions. But if you will relate your history 
to me, I. will tell you all about my present." 

They made the bargain ; the woman told her story, including 
the account of the dog, and allowed him to view the beautiful 
onyx. 

He lifted the beautiful precious stone from the basket, and 
took Mops, who seemed to slumber softly, in his arms. 
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" Fortunate animal !" he exclaimed, ^* you will be touclied 
by her soft hands, and restored to life, in plaee of flying from 
her contact, like all other living things, to escape an evil 
doom. But, alas ! what words are these ? Is it not a sadder 
and more fearful £ate to be annihilated by ber presence, than 
to die by her hand ? Behold me, thus young, what a melan- 
choly destiny is mine ! This armour, which I have borne with 
glory in the battle-broil, this purple which I have eacned by 
the wisdom of my government, have been converted by Fate, 
the one into an unceasing burden, the other into an empty 
honour. Crown, sceptre, and. sword, are worthless. I 
am now as naked and destitute as every other son of clay. 
For such is the spell of her beautiful blue eyes, that they 
waste the vigour of every living creature ; and those whom 
the contact of her hand does not destroy, are reduced to the 
condition of breathing shadows.'' 

Thus he lamented long, but without satisfying the curiosity 
of the old woman, who sought information respecting his 
mental no less than his bodily sufferings. She learnt neither 
the name of his father nor his kingdom. He stroked the rigid 
Mops, to whom the beams of the sim and the caresses of the 
youth had imparted warmth. He inquired earnestly about the 
man with the lamp, about the effect of the mysterious light, 
and seemed to expect thence a relief from his deep sorrow. 

So discoursing, they observed at a distance the majestic 
arch of the bridge, which stretched from one bank of the 
river to the other, and shone splendidly in the beams of the 
sun. Both were astonished at the sight, as they had never 
before seen it so resplendent. 

" How," cried the Prince, " was it not sufficiently beautiful 
before, with its decorations of jasper and opal ? Can we now 
dare to cross over it, constructed as it is of emerald and 
chrysolite of varied beauty }" 

Neither had any idea of the change which the Dragon 
bad undergone ; for in truth it was the Dragon, whose custom 
it wajs at mid-day to arch her form across the stream, and 
assume the appearance of a beauteous bridge, which travel- 
lers crossed with silent reverence. 

Scarcely had they reached the opposite bank, when the 
bridge began to sway from side to side, and gradually sank 
to the level of the water, when the Green Dragon assumed 
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her accastomed shape, and followed ^e trarellers to the 
shore. The latter thanked ker for ker condescension, in 
allowing them a passage across the stream, observing at the 
same time, that there were evidently more persons present 
than were actually visible. They heard a light whispering, 
which the Dragon answered with a similar sound. They 
listened, and heard the following words: "We will first 
make our observations unperceived, in the park of the beau- 
tiful Lily, and look for you when the shadows of evening 
fall, to introduce us to such perfect beauty. You will find us 
on the bank of the great lake." 

" Agreed," answered the Dragon, and . her hissing voice 
dissolved in the distance. 

Our three travellers further consulted with what regard to 
precedence they should appear before the beautiful Lily ; for 
let her visitors be ever so numerous, they must enter and 
depart singly, if they wished to escape bitter suffering. 

The woman, carrying in the basket the transformed dog, 
came first to the garden and sought an interview with her 
benefactress. She was easily found, as she was then singing 
to her harp. The sweet tones showed themselves first in the 
form of circles upon the bosom of the calm lake, and then, 
like a soft breeze, they imparted motion to the grass and to 
the tremulous leaves. She was seated in a secluded nook 
beneath the shade of trees, and at the very first glance she 
enchanted the eyes, the ear, and the heart of the old woman, 
who advanced towards her with rapture, and protested that 
since their last meeting she had become more beautiful than 
ever. Even from a distance she saluted the charming 
maiden in these words : " What joy to be in your presence I 
What a heaven surrounds you ! What a spell proceeds fi'om 
your lyre, which, encircled by your soft arms, and influenced 
by the pressure of your gentle bosom and . slender fingers, 
utters such entrancing melody! Thrice happy the blessed 
youth who could claim so great a favour I" 

So saying, she approached nearer. The beautiful Lily 
raised her eyes, let her hands drop, and said, " Do not 
distress me with your imtimely praise; it makes me feel 
even more unhappy. And see, here is my beautiful canary 
dead at my feet, which used to accompany my songs so 
sweetly ; he was accustomed to sit upon my harp, and was 
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carefully instraeted to avoid my toucli. This morning, when, 
refreshed by deep, I toned a pleasant melody, l^e little 
warbler sang with increased harmony, when suddenly a hawk 
soared above us. My little bird sought refuge in my bosom, 
and at that instant I felt the last grasp of his expiring 
breath. It is true that the hawk, struck by my instantaneous 
glance, fell lifeless into the stream; but what avails this 
penalty to me ?•— my darling is dead, and his grave will but 
add to the number of the weeping willows in my garden." 

*' Take courage, beautiful Lily," interrupted the old 
woman, whilst at tiie same moment she wiped away a rising 
tear, which the narration of the sorrowful maiden had 
brought to her eye— *' take courage, and learn from my 
experience to moderate your grief. Great misfortune is often 
the harbinger of intense joy. For the time approaches ; but 
in truth,'' continued she, *' ' the web of life is of a mingled 
yam.' See my hand, how black it has grown, and, in truti^, it 
has become much diminished in size; I must be speedy, 
before it be reduced to nothing. Why did I promise favours 
to the Will-o'-the-wisps, or meet the giant, or dip my 
hand into the river ? Can you oblige me with a cauliflower, 
an artichoke, or an onion ? I shall take them to the river, 
and then my hand will become so white, that it will almost 
equal the lustre of your own." 

'' Cauliflowers and onions abound, but artichokes cannot 
be procured. My garden produces neither flowers nor fruit ; 
but every twig which I plant upon the grave of anything 
I love, bursts into leaf at once, and grows a goodly tree. 
Thus, beneath my eye, alas! have grown these clustering 
trees and copses. These tall pines, these shadowing cypresses, 
these mighty oaks, these overhanging beeches, were once 
small twigs planted by my hand, as sad memorials in an 
ungenial soil." 

The old woman paid but little attention to this speech, but 
was employed in watching her hand, which in the presence 
of the beautiful Lily became every instant of a darker 
hue, and grew gradually less. She was about to take her 
basket and depart, when she felt that she had forgotten the 
most important of her duties. She took the transformed dog 
in her arms, and laid him upon the grass, not far from the 
beautiful Lily. " My husband," she said, " sends you this 
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present. You know that your touch can impart life to this 
precious stone. The good and faithful animal will be a joy 
to you, and my grief at losing him will be alleyiated by the 
thought that he is yours." 

The beautiful Lily looked at the pretty creature with 
delight, and rapture beamed from her eyes. ^^ Many things 
combine together to inspire hope; but, alas! is it not a 
delusion of our nature, to expect that joy is near when grief 
is at the worst V* 

" Ah I what avail these omens all so fair ? 
My sweet bird's death — my friend's hands blackly dyed> 
And Mops transformed into a jewel rare. 
Sent by the Lamp our faltering steps to guide. 

" Far from mankind and every joy I prize> 
To grief and sorrow I am stiU allied — 
When from the river will the Temple rise. 
Or the Bridge span it o'er from side to side ? " 

The old woman waited with impatience for the conclusion 
of the song, which the beautiful Lily had accompanied with 
her harp, entrancing the ears of every listener. She was 
about to say farewell, when the arrival of the Dragon com- 
pelled her to remain. She had heard the last words of the 
song, and on this account spoke words of encouragement to 
the beautiful Lily. *' The prophecy of the bridge is fulfilled," 
she exclaimed; '^this good woman vnll bear witness bow 
splendidly the arch now appears. Formerly of untransparent 
Jasper, which only reflected the light upon the sides, it is now 
converted into precious jewels of transparent hue. No beryl 
is so bright, and no emerald so splendid." 

" I congratulate you thereupon," said the Lily, " but 
pardon me if I doubt whether the prediction is fulfilled. 
Only foot-passengers can as yet pross the arch of your 
bridge ; and it has been foretold that horses and carriages, 
travellers of all descriptions, shall pass and repass in mingled 
multitudes. Is prediction silent with respect to the mighty- 
pillars which are to ascend from the river r" 

The old woman, whose eyes were fixed ipimovably upon 
her hand, interrupted this speech, and bade fai*ewell. 

•' Wait for one moment," said the beautiful Lily, " and 
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take my poor canary-bird with you. Implore the Lamp to 
convert him into a topaz, and I will then reanimate him 
with my touch, and he and your good Mops will then be my 
greatest consolation. But make what speed you can, for 
with sunset decay will have commenced its withering influ- 
ence, marring the beauty of its delicate form." 

The old woman enyeloped the little corpse in some soft 
young leaves, placed it in the basket, and hastened from the 
spot. 

" Notwithstanding what you say," continued the Dragon, 
resuming the interrupted conversation, *' the temple is bmlt." 

" But it does not yet stand upon the river," replied the 
beautiful Lily. 

" It rests still in the bowels of the earth," continued the 
Dragon. " I have seen the Kings, and spoken to them." 

*' And when will they awake ?" inquired the Lily. 

The Dragon answered, ** I heard the mighty voice resound 
through the temple, announcing that the hoxnr was come. 

A ray of joy beamed from the coimtenance of the beautiful 
Lily as she exclaimed, " Do I hear those words for the second 
time to-day ? When will the hour arrive in which I shall 
hear them for the third time ? " 

She rose, and immediately a beautiful maiden came from 
the wood and relieved her of her harp. She was followed by 
another, who took the ivory chair upon which the beautifid 
Lily had been seated, folded it together, and carried it away, 
together with the silver-tissued cushion. The third maiden, 
who bore in her hand a fan inlaid with pearls, approached to 
tender her services if they should be needed. These three 
maidens were lovely beyond description, though they were 
compelled to acknowledge that their charms fell far short of 
those of their beautiful mistress. 

The beautiful Lily had, in the meantime, surveyed the 
marvellous Mops with a look of pleasure. She leaned over 
him and touched him. He instantly leaped up, looked round 
joyously, bounded with delight, hastened to his benefactress, 
and caressed her tenderly. She took him in her arms, and 
pressed him to her bosom. ** Cold though thou art," she 
said, ** and endued with only half a life, yet art thou welcome 
to me. I win love thee fondly, play with thee sportively, 
kiss thee softly, and press thee to my heart" tShe let him 
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go a little from her, called him back, cbased him away again, 
and played with him so joyously and innocently, that no one 
could help sympathising in her delight and taking part in 
her pleasure, as they had before shared her sorrow and 
her woe. 

But this happiness and this pleasant pastime were inter* 
rupted by the arrival of the melancholy youth. His walk 
and appearance were as we have before described ; but he 
seemed overcome by the heat of the day, and the presence of 
his beloved had rendered him perceptibly paler. He bore 
the hawk upon his wrist, where it sat with drooping wing as 
tranquil as a dove. 

" It is not well/' exclaimed the Lily, **that you should vex 
my eyes with that odious bird, which has only this day mur- 
dered my little fiivourite." 

** Blame not the luckless bird,** exclaimed the youth: 
** rather condemn yourself and fate ; and let me find an asso- 
ciate in this companion of my grief." 

Mops, in the meantime, was incessant in his caresses ; and 
the Lily responded to his affection with the most gentle 
tokens of love. She clapped her hands to drive him away, 
and then sportively pursued to win him back. She caught 
him in her arms as he tried to escape, and chased him from 
her when he sought to nestle in her lap. The youth looked 
on in silence and in sorrow ; but when at length she took 
him in her arms, and pressed him to her snowy breast, and 
kissed him with her heavenly lips, he lost all patience, and 
exclaimed, in the depth of his despair, ** And must I, then, 
whom sad destiny compels to live in your presence, and yet be 
separated from you, perhaps for ever, — ^must I, who for you 
have forfeited everything, even my own being, — ^must I look 
on and behold this ' defect of nature ' gain your notice, win 
your love, and enjoy the paradise of your embrace ? Must I 
continue to wander and measure my solitary way along the 
banks of this stream? No ! a spark of my former spirit still 
bums within my bosom. Oh ! that it would mount into a 
glorious flame. If stones may repose within your bosom, 
then let me be converted to a stone ; and if your touch can 
kin, I am content to receive my death at your hands." 

He became yiolently excited ; the hawk flew from his 
vmst ; he rushed towards the beautiful Lily ; she extended 
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her arms to forbid his approacli, and touclied bim undesignedly. 
His consciousness immediately forsook him, and with dismay 
she felt the beautiful burden lean for support upon her breast. 
She started back with a scream, and the £iir youth sank life- 
less from her arms to the earth. 

The deed was done. The sweet Lily stood motionless, and 
gazed intently on the breathless corpse. Her heart ceased to 
beat, and her eves were bedewed with tears. In vain did 
Mops seek to win her attention : the whole world had died 
out with her lost Mend. Her dumb despair sought no help, 
for help was now in vain. 

But the Dragon became immediately more active* Her 
mind seemed occupied with thoughts of rescue ; and, in truth, 
her mysterious movements prevented the immediate conse- 
quence of this dire misfortune. She wound her serpentine 
form in a wide circle round the spot where the body lay, 
seized the end of her tail between her teeth and remained 
motionless. 

In a few moments one of the servants of the beautiful Lily 
approached, carrying the ivory chair, and with friendly 
entreaties compelled her mistress to be seated. Then came a 
second, bearing a flame-coloured veil, with which she rather 
adorned than covered the head of the Lily. A third maiden 
offered her the harp, and scarcely had she struck the chords, 
and awakened their delicious tones than the first maiden 
returned, having in her hands a circular mirror of lustrous 
brightness, placed herself opposite the Lily, intercepted her 
looks, and reflected the most enchanting countenance which 
nature could fashion. Her sorrow added lustre to her beauty, 
her veil heightened her charms, the harp lent her a new 
grace, and though it was impossible not to hope that her sad 
fate might soon undergo a change, one could almost wish that 
that lovely and enchanting vision might last for ever, 

Silently gazins upon the mirror, she drew melting tones of 
music from her harp ; but her sorrow appeared to increase, 
and the chords responded to her melancholy mood. Once or 
twice she opened her sweet lips to sing, but her voice refused 
utterance ; whereupon her grief foimd refuge in tears. Her 
two attendants supported her in their arms, and her harp fell 
from her hands, but the watchful attention of her hand- 
maid caught it and laid it aside. 
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** Who will fetch the man with the lamp ?*' whispered the 
Dragon in low but audible voice. The maidens looked at 
each other, and the Lily's tears fell faster. 

At this instant the old woman with the basket returned 
breathless with agitation. '^ I am lost and crippled for life/' 
she exclaimed. '' Look ! my hand is nearly withered. Neither 
the Ferryman nor the Giant would set me across the river, 
because I am indebted to the stream. In vain did I tempt 
them with a hundred cauliflowers and a hundred onions, they 
insist upon the stipulated three, and not an artichoke can be 
found in this neighbourhood." 

'* Forget your distress," said the Dragon, " and give your 
assistance here ; perhaps you will be relieved at the same 
time. Hasten, and find out the Will-o'-the- Wisps, for though 
you cannot see them by daylight, you may perhaps hear their 
laughter and their motions. If you make good speed the 
Giant may yet transport you across the river, and you may 
find the man with the lamp and send him hither." 

The old woman made as much haste as possible, and the 
Dragon as well as the Lily evinced impatience for her return. 
But sad to say, the golden rays of the setting sun were shed- 
ding their last beams upon the highest tops of the trees, and 
lengthening the mountain shadows over lake and meadow. 
The motions of the Dn^on showed increased impatience, and 
the Lily was dissolved in tears. 

In this moment of distress, the Dragon looked anxiously 
around ; she feared every instant that &e sun would set, and 
that decay would penetrate within the magic circle, and exert 
its fell influence upon the corpse of the beautiful youth. She 
looked into the heavens and caught sight of the purple wings 
and breast of the hawk, which were illumined by the last 
rays of the sun. Her restlessness betrayed her joy at the 
good omen, and she was not deceived, for instantly afterwards 
she saw the man with the lamp sliding across the lake as if 
his feet had been furnished with skates. 

The Dragon did not alter her position, but the Lily rising 
from her seat, exclaimed, "What good Spirit has sent you 
thus opportunely when you are so much longed for and 
required?" 

** The Spirit of my Lamp impels me," replied the old man, 
*'and the hawk conducts me hither. The former flickers 
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when I am aeeded, end I immedistelyloak to ibe heftirms for 
a ti^iv wliea aone bird or meteor peinte tlie w«y wfaicii I 
should go. Be traaipiil, beaati&l mairlep, I kiunr not if I 
fiaa hdp you, one alone can do but litde, Imt he can «vail 
who in the proper boor unites his strength inifli otibera. We 
must vait and hope." Then turning to die Dragon, he said, 
^'Ee^^onrflirdeclDaed," and seating faimaelf upon a hillodc 
at his side, he shed a light spon the oorpse of the T^nilh. 
*' Now faring <he little canary-hard," he eoatumed, *^mSL lay 
it also witbm die eixde." 

The maiden took the litde creature from the basket and 
followed the directions of die old man. 

The sun had set in ihe meantime, and as the shades of 
evening closed aioBDd, not only the Dragon and the Lamp 
cast tbeir euBtomary li^it, hut die veil of the Lily was ilia, 
mmed with a soft brillAney, and caused her pale cheeks and 
her idnte robe to beam Hke the damn of moming, and doifaed 
her with inesqusisiUe grace. Her appeaianoe gave birth to 
various emodons ; amdety and sorrow were softened by hope 
of ai^roaclung happiness. 

To the delight of all, the old woman appealed with die 
lively WiU-o'-die-wi^s, who must have led a prodigal life of 
late, for they looked wonderfully thin; but, neverdMleas^ be- 
haved most poiitdy to ihe princess and to the other jmmg 
ladies. With an air of confidence, and much force of ezpres- 
fiion, they disooursed upon ordinary topics ; and they were 
mudi straek by the ohimn which Ihe shining veil shed over 
the beautiM Lily and her companioaB. Ue yooi^ la£es 
cast down their eyes with modest looks, and dieir beauty was 
heightened by die flecttery which they heard. Every one was 
happy and contented, not excepting even the old woman. 
Notwithstanding the assuraace t^ her husband that her hand 
would not oontinne to widior idiilst the Lunp shooe iqMm it, 
she oontimied to assert that if diings went on dius it woidd 
disappear entirely before midnight. 

Tlteold man with the lamp had listened attentively to the 
speech of the Will-o'-the-wisps, and was charmed to observe 
that the beantiful Lily was pleased and flatteared with thek 
compliments. Li very truth, midnight came beliore Ih^ 
were aware. The old man lodced up to the stars, and 
thus spoke T '<Wearemet atafortonatehour: let each Mfil 
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Ids o&e, let each disdatarge lus duty, oad a geneisl luq^piikeflB 
will alleviate one individual trouble, as a xawrenal aioacxow 
lessens particidar J07&" 

• After these obseiratioos, a mysteriooi mnnt^i* arose; far 
«i;«]y one present spoke &r himself, and mentioned whit he 
had to do^ the three maidens alone were silent. One had 
fsdlen asleep near the harp, the other beside the &a, and the 
third leaning against the ivory chair; aad no one coubl 
blame them, fiur, in truth, it was late. The Will-o'-the- 
wisps, after paying some trivial com^hDents to the other 
ladies, indndizig even the attendants, attached themselves 
:finally to the lily, by whose beauty they were attraeted. 

'' Take the mirror," said the old man to the hawk, ^ and 
illumine die £ur sleepers with the first beams of the bub, and 
rouse them £:om th^ slumbers by the light reflected hoia 



The Dragon now began to move : she broke izp the circle, 
and retreated with slxaj^e evolutions to the river. The 
Will-o'-the-wisps followed her in solemn procession, and they 
might have been mistaken for the most serious personages. 
The old woman and her husband took up the basket, the soft 
light from which had been hitherto scarcely observed ; but 
it now became dearer and mosae brilliant. They hud the 
l)ody of the youth within it, witili the canary-bird r^osiitg 
upon his lareast, upon which the ba^et raised itself into the 
air and floated over the head of the <^ woman, and she fol« 
lowed the steps of the WiHto'-the-wisps. The beautiful Lily, 
takii^ Mops in her arms, walked a^ the old woman, aad 
i;he man with the lamp closed the procession. 

The whole neighbourhood was brillianily illuminated wifii 
all these various lights. They all observed with astonishment, 
en approaching the river, that it was spanned by a majestic 
arch, by whidi means the benevolent Dragon liad prepared 
them a lustrous passage across. The transparent jewels of 
w^hich the bridge was composed were olijects of no less 
astomshment by day than was their wondrous brilUaney by 
night. Ihe clear arch above cat sharply against the dark 
heaven, whilst vivid rays of light beneath shone against the 
key-stone, revealing the flxm pliability of the structure. The 
procession moved slowly over, and the ferryman, who wit- 
.sessed the proceeding from Ida hsat, surveyed the brillttuit 
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arch with awe, no less than the wondrous lights as they 
journeyed across it. 

As soon as they had reached the opposite bank, the bridge 
began to contract as usual, and sink to the surface of the 
water. The Dragon made her way to the shore, and the 
bttdcet descended to the ground. The Dragon now once 
more assumed a circular shape, and the old man bowing be* 
fore her, asked what she had determined to do. 

** To sacrifice myself before I am made a sacrifice ; only 
promise me that you will leave no stone on the land." 

The old man promised, and then addressed the beautiful 
laly thus: ^' Touch the Dragon with your left hand, and 
your lover with your right." 

The beautifiil lily knelt down and laid her hands upon the 
Dragon and the corpse. In an instant, the latter became 
endued with life: he moved, and then sat upright. The 
Lily wished to embrace him, but the old man held her back, 
and assisted the youth whilst he led him beyond the limits of 
the circle. 

The youth stood erect, the little canary fluttered upon his 
shoulder, but his mind was not yet restored. His eyes were 
open, but he saw, at least he appeared to look on everjrthing 
with indifference. Scarcely was the wonder at this circum- 
stance appeased, than the change which the Dragon had 
xmdergone excited attention. Her beautiful and slender form 
was converted into thousands and thousands of precious stones. 
The old woman, in the effort to seize her basket, had struck 
^mintentionally against the Dragon, after which nothing more 
was seen of the figure of the latter. Only a heap of brilliant 
jewels lay in the grass. The old man immediately set to work 
to collect them into his basket, a task in which he was as- 
sisted by his wife ; they both then carried the basket to an 
elevated spot on the bank, when he cast the entire contents 
into the stream, not however without the opposition of his 
wife and of the beautiful Lily, who would willingly have 
appropriated a portion of the treasure to themselves. The 
jewels gleamed in the rippling waters like brilliant stars, and 
were carried away by the stream, and none can say whether 
• they disappeared in the distance or sank to the bottom. 

" Yoimg gentlemen," then said the old maiL, respect- 
wiully, to the Will-o'-the-wisps, " I will now point out your 
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path and lead the way, and you will tender ns the greatest 
service by opening the doors of the temple through which we 
must enter, and which you alone can unlock." 

The Will-o'-the-wisps bowed pohtely, and took their poUt 
in the rear. The man with the lamp advanced first into tJie 
rocks, which opened of their own accord ; the youth followed 
with apparent indifference ; with silent uncertainty the beau- 
tiful Lily lingered slowly behind ; the old woman, unwilling 
to be left alone, followed after, stretching out her hand that 
it might receive the rays of her husband's lamp ; the proces- 
sion was closed by the Will-o'-the-wisps, and their bright 
flames nodded and blended with each other as if they were 
engaged in active conversation. They had not gone &r before 
they came to a large brazen gate which was listened by a 
golden lock. The old man thereupon sought the assistance of 
tiie Will-o'-the-wisps, who did not want to be entreated, but 
at once introduced their pointed flames into the lock, when 
the wards yielded to their influence. The brass resounded as 
liie doors flew wide asunder, and displayed the venerable 
statues of the kings illuminated by the advancing lights. 
Each individual in turn bowed to the reverend potentates 
with respect, and the Will-o'-the-wisps were prodigal of 
their lambent salutations. 

After a short pause the Golden King asked, *' Whence do 
you come?" 

" From the world," answered the old man. 

" And whither are you going ? " inquired the Silver King. 

** Back to the world," was t£e answer. 

** And what do you wish with us ? " asked the Brazen King. 

" To accomfMiny you," responded the old man. 

The fourth king was about to speak, when the golden statue 
thus addressed the Will-o'-the-wisps who had advanced 
towards him, " Depart from me, my gold is not for you." 

They then turned towards the Silver King, and his apparel 
assumed the golden hue of their yellow flames. ^* You are 
welcome," he said, •* but I cannot feed you ; satisfy yourselves 
elsewhere, and then bring me your light." 

They departed, and stealing unobserved past the Brazen 
King, they attached themselves to the King composed of 
various metals. 
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^ Who will nile the world?'' iai;pared the latter in inartU 
cnktetonea. 

<' He who stands erect," answcsred the old nzan. 

«< That is I," replied the King. 

<" Thenxtwill bererealed," said tfaeoldman, '« for the time 
iscome.'^ 

The beautiful lily £ell upon hia neck and kissed him 
tenderly. <^ Kind father/ she said, «' a thousand tiurnks for 
allowing me to hear this comforting word for the third time," 
and so saying, she fdt comjielled to grasp the old man's arm, 
for the eurthb^an to tremble beneath tl^m; the old woman 
and tiie youih clang to each other, whilst the pliant WilU 
o<'-the-wisps felt not the slightest incanTenience. 

It was evident that the whole temple was in motion, aad 
like a ship whidi pocsues its qniet way from the harbour when 
the anchor is raised, the depths of the earth Besotted to open 
before it, whilst it doire its way through. It encountered 110 
obstacle-— no rock opposed its progress. Presently a Teiy fine 
rain penetrated through the cupola. The old man continned to- 
support the beautiful Lily, and whispered, ^ We are now under 
the river, and (^lall soon attain Ihe goal." Presently they 
thoi^ht the motion ceased, but they were deceived, the tenq»le 
still moved onwards. A strange sound was now heard above 
them ; beams and broken rafters burst in du^ointed fragments 
through the opening of the cupola. The Lily and the old womeai 
retreated in alarm ; the man with the lamp stood by the youth 
and encouraged him to remain. The Ferryman's little bat 
had been ploughed from the ground by the advance of the 
temple, and, in its gradual £ei11, buried the youth and the old 
man. 

The women screamed in ahirm, and the temple shook like a 
vessel which strikes npon a hidden rock. Anzionsly the 
women wandered round the hut in darkness ; the doors were 
G^t, and no one answered to their knocking. They continiied 
to knock more loudly, when at last the wood began to rin^ 
with sounds ; ^e nu^c power of the lamp, which was en* 
closed within the hut, changed it into silver, and prese&tl j its 
very form was altered, for &e noble metal refusing to unnmnn 
the form of planks, posts, and rafters, was converted into a 
glorious building of artistic workmanship ; it seemed as if a 
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sn&aller iemp^htul grown up wkhia ihe large one, or at least 
an akar worth j of its beauty. 

The noble Tonth ascended a staircase in the intetior, whilst 
the man with tiie lamp died light upon his way, and another 
figure lent him support, clad in a short white gaimentr and 
holding in hi& hand a silTer rudder; it was easy to recognise 
the Fenynum, the former inhabitant of the transformed hut. 

The beautiful Lily ascended the outward steps, which led 
from the temple to the altar, but was compelled to remain 
si^parated from her lover. The old woman, whose hand con- 
tinued to grow fflnaller,. whilst the light of the lamp was ob- 
scured, exclaimed, ^^ Am I still doomed to be unhappy amid 
so many miracles ; will no miracle restore my hand ?" 

Her hasband pointed to the open door, exclaiming, ^^ See, 
tibe day dawns; hasten and bathe in the river;" 

" What advice ! " she answered ; " shall I not become wholly 
Uack, and dissolve into nothing, far I have not yet discharged 
my debt?" 

" Be silent," said the old man, ^' and follow me ; all debts 
are wiped away." 

The old woman obeyed, and in the same instant the light 
of the rising sim shone upon the circle of the cupola. Then 
the old man, advancing between the youth and the maiden,, 
exdaimed with a loud voice, ^' Three things have sway upon 
the earth, — ^Wisdom, Appearance, and Power." 

At the sound of the first word the Golden King* arose ;: at 
tiie sound of the second, the Silver King; and the Braaen 
King had risen at the sound of the third, when Hie foiEEtb 
suddenly sunk awkwardly to the earth. The Will-o'-the- 
wisps, who had been busily employed upon him till this 
moment, now retreated; though paled by the. light of the 
morning, they seemed in good condition, and sufficiency bril- 
liant, for they had with much dexterify extracted the gold 
from the veins of the colossal statue widi their sharp-pointed 
tongues. The irregular spaces which were thus dis^yed re- 
mamed for some time exposed, and the figiire pireseired its 
previous form ; but when at length the most secret veins of 
gold had been extracted, the statue suddenly fell with a crash, 
and formed a mass of shapeless ruins. 

The man with the lamp condncted the youth, whose egre 
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vas still fixed upon yacancy, from the altar towards the 
Brazen King. At the foot of the mighty monarch lay a sword 
in a brazen sheath. The youth bound it to his side. *^ Take 
tiie weapon in your left hand, and keep the right hand free," 
exclaimed the King. 

They then advanced to the Silver Monarch, who bent his 
sceptre towards the youth ; the latter seized it with^his left 
hand, and the King addressed him in soft accents, " Feed my 
sheep." 

When they reached the statue of the Golden King, with 
paternal benediction the latter pressed the oaken garland on 
the head of the youth, and said, '' Acknowledge the highest." 

The old man had, during this proceeding, watched the youth 
attentively. After he had ginied on the sword his breast 
heaved, his arm was firmer, and his step more erect; and 
after he had touched the sceptre, his sense of power appeared 
to soften, and at the same time, by an inexpressible charm, to 
become more mighty; but when his waving locks were 
adorned with the oaken garland, his countenance became ani- 
mated, his soul beamed from his eye, and the first word he 
uttered was" Lily!" 

" Dear Lily,'* he exclaimed, as he hastened to ascend the 
silver stairs, for she had observed his progress from the altar 
where she stood — *' dear Lily, what can man desire more 
blessed than the innocence and the sweet affection which your 
love brings me? Oh, my friend!" he continued, turning to 
the old man, and pointing to the three sacred statues, *' se- 
cure and glorious is the kingdom of our fathers, but you have 
forgotten to enumerate that fourth power, which exercises an 
earner, more universal, and certain rule over the world — ^the 
power of love." 

With these words he flung his arms round the neck of the 
beautiftd maiden ; she had cost aside her veil, and her cheeks 
were tinged with a blush of the sweetest and most inexpres- 
sible beauty. 

The old man i^w observed, with a smile, " Love does not 
rule, but controls, and that is better." 

During all this delight and enchantment, no one had ob- 
served that the sun was now high in heaven, and through the 
0pen gates of the temple most imexpected objects were per- 
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eeived. An empty space, of large dimeiosions, was surroundjed 
by pillars, and terminated by a long and splendid bridge, 
whose many arches stretched across l^e river. On each side 
was a footpath, wide and conyenient for passengers, of whom 
many thousands were busily employed in crossing over; the 
wide road in the centre was crowded with flocks and herds, 
and horsemen 'and carriages, and all streamed over without 
impeding each other's progress. All were in raptures at the 
union of convenience and beauty ; and the new King and his 
spouse were as much charmed with the animation ana activity 
of this great concourse, as they were with their own re- 
ciprocal love. 

'' Honour the Dragon," said the man with the lamp ; ** to 
her you are indebted for life, and your people for the bridge 
whereby these neighbouring shores are animated and con- 
nected. Those shining precious stones which still float by, 
are the remains of her self-sacrifice, and form the foundation- 
stones of this glorious bridge, upon which she has erected 
herself to subsist for ever. 

The approach of four beautiful maidens, who advanced to 
the door of the temple, prevented any inquiry into this won- 
derful mystery. Three of them were recognised as the at- 
tendants of the beautiful Lily, by the harp, the fan, and the 
ivory chair; but the fourth, though more beautiful than the 
other three, was a stranger ; she, however, played with the 
others with sisterly sportiveness, ran with them through the 
temple, and ascended the silver stairs. 

'* Thou dearest of creatures ! " said the man with the lamp, 
addressing the beautiful Lily, '* you will surely believe me for 
the future. Happy for thee, and every other creature who 
shall bathe this morning in the waters of the river ! " 

The old woman, who had been transformed into a beautiful 
young girl, and of whose former appearance no trace remained, 
embraced the man with the lamp with tender caresses, which 
he returned with affection. 

** If I am too old for you," he said, with a^mile, " you may 
to-day select another bridegroom, for no tie can henceforth be 
considered binding which is not this day renewed." 

" But are you not aware that you also have become young ? *' 
she inquired. 
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'^laad^^ttdt&hettiV'hexeplML «< If I i^pear i» 
ywk to be 8 gallant youths I take 7011c Itaiid asev, aiid hope 
jGctr a tfmnHMiri years of hapgioBas ta Goane." 

Tks Queen weienaocd hsr jstesw Mtad, end ad i au i ced -witb 
ber and the rest of ker eeaDpanioofl to the aitar, ivittLst the 
King, supported by the two men, pointed to the bridge, and 
aocYeyed with wes»ier the crowded pasaengeiEd; hot his joy 
was 8OQD. OFfcrahadowed by obicrfkig an object whidn ga?& 
faun pam. The Gnnt, who had just awakened from his mocn- 
ing sleep, stumfated orver the bxi^e,. and ga^pe rise to the 
^neatest ccmfdsion. He waa» as nsuaJ^ bat half awake, and 
had risen with the intention of bathing in the neighboazing: 
oore, bnthe stnmbled instead upon firm land, aad found him- 
self feeling his way upon the broad highway o£ the bridge. 
And whilst he went dumaly along in the nudst of men and 
animak, his presence, though a matter of asfeanishmentto aH,. 
was feh. by none 7 but when the son shone in his ^res, and her 
raised his Imnd to shade them, the shadow of his enormous fist 
fell amongst the crowd with such earless Tiolence, that both 
men and animals huddled tc^ther in promiscuous eonfuflion, 
and either sustained personal injury, or ran the risk <^ faein^ 
drivesn into the wvter. 

The King, observing this calamity, wiik aB inr dmitary 
morement placed his hand upon, his sword ; bat, upon reflec* 
ikm, tomed his eyes upon his sceptre, and then upon, the 
the lamp and the ruddcx of his companioossw 

** I guess your thought," said the man with Ihe kmp, '^ but 
we- are powerless against this monster; be tranquil, he 
injures &»r the last time, and happily his shadow ia turned 
&om us." 

In the n«girtiuie the Giant had approaidied,. and over* 
powered witii aaftonishment at -wbait he saw, his hands sank 
down, beeame powerless for injury, and gazing- with sarpriaSs 
he entered the court-yard. 

In imagination he was ascending, toward heaven, when he 
Mt himself snddexdy &8t bound to the earth. He stood like 
a coikissBl piUar comstructed of red timing stonesy and hia 
shadow in(Hea^ed the hours whidi were maxked in a eircle on 
the ground, not however in figures, but in noble and. a%nxfi- 
cant effigies. 
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Tke Kxag was not aHtde deiigfated to see ike shadow of 
tbe monster xendeied hsroiksB ; and the Queen wb9 not less- 
astom^edy as sht adTanced fam the altar with her maidens, 
{dl adcxmedwidi the greatest BU^nificence, to ohsenre the 
stnmge wonder wfaseh ahnost coyend the whole prospect from. 
t]ie temple to the bridge. 

Lx the Tpeflntimft the people had crowded after the Giant, 
^d surrounding him as he stood still, had observed his trans- 
formation with the utmost awe. They bent their steps then 
towards the temple, of the existence of which they now 
seemed to be for the £rst time aware, and thronged the 
doorways. 

The hawk was now observed aloft, towering over the build- 
ing, and carrying the mirror, with which he caught the light 
of the sun, and turned the rays upon the multifarious group 
which stood around the altar. The King, the Queen, and 
their attendants, illumined by the beam from heaven, ap- 
peared beneath the dim arches of the temple ; their subjects 
fell prostrate before them. When they had recovered, and 
had risen again, the King and his attendants had descended 
to the altar, in order to reach his palace by a less obstructed 
path, and the people dispersed through the temple to satisfy 
their curiosity. They beheld with astonishment the thre& 
Kings, who stood erect, and they were all anxiety to know 
what could be concealed behind the curtain in the fourth 
niche; since whatever kindness might have prompted the 
deed, a thoughtful discretion had extended a costly covering^ 
over the ruins of the fiEillen King, which no eye cared to pene- 
trate; and no profane hand dared to uplift. 

There was no end to the astonishment and wonder of the 
people; and the dense throng would have been crushed in 
the temple if their attention had not been attracted once more 
to the court without. 

To their great surprise, a shower of gold pieces fell as if from 
the air, resoimding upon the marble pavement, and caused a 
contest and commotion amongst the passers-by. Several times 
this wonder was repeated in different places, at some distance 
from each other. It is not difficult to infer that this feat was 
the work of the retreating Will-o'-the-wisps, who having 
extracted the gold from the limbs of the mutilated King, dis* 
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pened it abroad in this joyous manner. The covetotis crowd 
«ontinaed their contentionB for some time longer, pressing 
hither and thither, and inflicting wounds upon each other, tiU 
the shower of gold pieces ceased to fidl. The multitude at 
length dispersed gradually, each one pursuing his own course ; 
and the bridge, to this day, continues to swarm with trayellerSy 
and the temple is the most frequented in the world. . 
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HENBiETtA and Armidoro had been for some time engaged 
in walking through the garden, in which the Summer Club 
was accustomed to assemble. It had long been their practice 
to arrive before the other members, for they entertained the 
warmest attachment to each other, and their pure and 
virtuous friendship fostered the delightful hope that they 
would shortly be united in the bonds of unchanging affection. 

Henrietta, who was of a lively disposition, no sooner per- 
ceived her friend Amelia approach the summer-house from a 
distance, than she ran to welcome her. The latter was 
already seated at a table in the ante-chamber, where the 
newspapers, journals, and other recent publications, lay 
displayed. 

It was her custom to spend occasional evenings in reading 
in this apartment; without paying attention to the company 
who came and went, or suffering herself to be disturbea by 
the rattling of the dice or the loud conversation which pre- 
vailed at the gaming-tables. She spoke little, except for the 
purpose of rational conversation. Henrietta, on the contrary, 
was not so sparing of her words, being of an easily satisfied 
disposition, and ever ready with expressions of commendation. 
They were soon joined by a third person, whom we shall call 
Sinclair. " What news do you bring," exclaimed Henrietta^ 
addressing him as he approached. 

" You will scarcely guess," replied Sinclair, as he opened 
a portfolio. " And even if I inform you that I have brought 
for yoUr inspection the engravings intended for the Ladies' 
Almanack of this year, you will hardly guess the subjects 
they portray ; but when I tell you that young ladies are re- 
presented in a series of twelve engravings " 

" Indeed ! " exclaimed Henrietta, interrupting him, " you 
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haye no intention, I perceive, of putting our ingenuity to the 
test. You jest, if I mistake not ; for you know how I delight 
in riddles and charades, and in guessing my Mends* enigmas. 
Twelve young ladies, you say ;— sketches of character, I 
suppose ; some adventures, or situations, or something else 
that redounds to the honour of the sex." 

Sinclair smiled in silence, whilst Amelia watched him with 
calm composure, and^dieaTemazked, witk that fine sarcastic 
tone which so well became her, ^ If I read his countenance 
truly, he has something to produee of which we shall not 
quite approve. Men are so fond of discovering something 
which shall have the appearance of turning us into ridietde." 

Sinclair. — You are becoming serious, Amelia, and threaten 
to grow satirical. I shall scarcely venture to open my little 
packet. 

JSenrietta. — Oh ! produce it. 

Sinclair. — ^They are caricatures. 

Henrietta*'-^ love them cf all things. 

Sinclair. — Sketches of naughty ladles. 

JSenrietta. — So much the better ; we do not belong to that 
class. Their portraits would a£brd us as little pleasure as 
their society. 

>SiVk;fc«r.— Shall I show them ? 

JSenrietta. — ^Do so at once. 

So saying, she snatched the portfolio &om him, took out the 
pictures, ^read six of them upon the table, glanced over 
them hastily, and then shuffled them together as if they had 
heen a pack of cards. ** Capital 1 " she exclaimed, " they are 
done to the very life. This one, for instance, holding a pinch of 
finuff to her nose, is the very image of Madame S— , whom 
we shall meet this evening ; and this old lady with the cat is 
not unlike my grand-aunt;*— that figure, hokOng the skein of 
thread, resembles our old milliner. We can find an original 
for every one of these ugly figures ; and even amongst the 
men, I have somewhere or other seen an old fellow bent 
double, just like that picture ; and also a close resemblance to 
the figure holding the thread. They are full of fim, these 
engravings, and admirably executed." 

Amelia, who had glanced carelessly at the pctures, and 
instantly withdrawn her eyes, inquired how they oould look 
for resemblances in such things. " One defonnily is like 
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tmo^ier, just as fte besotifiil eyer reBeinl^eB *t]ie beopat^ol. 
Our minds are irresistibly attraeted hy the latter, in ihe CBme 
degree as they are repelled by Hie former.'^ 

^mcZ»«V.— But our^mcy and our wit find more ammsenieiit 
in defimnity Hian in beauty. Mndi can be made of the 
former, but nothing at all of the latter. 

" But beauty exalts, whilst deformity degrades ts,^' ob- 
iserved Armid(»o, who, from his post at the window, had paid 
siknt attention to all l^t had occurred. Without Bp- 
proaching the table, he then adjourned into the adjoining 
cabinet. 

AH clubs have their peculiar epodis. The interest of the 
Tarious msembers towaxds each other, and their Mendfy har- 
mony together, is of a fluctuating character. The Club of 
which we speak had now attained its zenith. The members 
were, for the most x>art, men of refinement, or at least of eahn 
and quiet deportment; they mutually recognized each other^s 
Tahie, and allowed all want of merit to find its own lerel. 
Each one sought his own indiTidual amusement, and the general 
conyersation was often of a nature to attract attention. 

At this time, a gentleman named Seyton arrived, accom- 
panied by his wife. He was a man who had seen mudi 
of the world, first from his engagement in business, and 
afterwards in pditical affairs ; he was moreover an agreeable 
companicm, altiiough, in mixed society, he was chiefiy remark- 
able for his talent as a card-player. His wife was a worlifay 
wonum, kind and faithful, and enjoying the most perfect 
confidence and esteem of her husband. She felt happy that 
she could now give uncontrolled indulgenoe to her taste for 
pleasure. At home she could not c^dst without a companion, 
and she found in amusement and dissipation the only incentive 
to home enjoyment. 

We must treat our readers as strangersi, orrather as visitors 
to the Cluh, and in fiill confidence we must introduce them 
speedily to our new Society. A poet paints his characters, by 
describing their actions; we must adopt a shortn' course, 
and by a hasty sketch in<aroduce our readers rapidly to the 
scenes. 

Seyton approached iihe table and looked at the pietnxes. 

''A discussion has arisen," observed Henrietta, ^vnOb. 
respect to caricatures. What Bide do you take? I am an 
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adyoeate for them, and wish to know whether all caricatures 
do not possess something irresistibly attractive ?" 

Amelia. — ^And does not every evil calumny, provide it 
relate to the absent, also possess an incredible charm ? 

Henrietta. — But does not a sketch of this kind produce an 
indelible impression ? 

Amelia.^^And that is just the reason why I condemn it. 
Is not the indelible impression of what is disagreeable pre- 
cisely the evil which so constantly pursues us in life and 
destroys our greatest enjoyments ? 

Henrietta. — ^Favour us, Seyton, with your opinion. 

Sexton. — ^I should propose a truce to the argument. Why 
should our pictures be better than ourselves ? Our nature 
seems to Imve two sides, which cannot exist separately, 
light and darkness, good and evil, height and depth, virtue 
and vice, and a thousand other contradictions unequaJly dis- 
tributed, appear to constitute the component parts of human 
nature ; and why, therefore, should I blame an artist who, 
whibt he paints an angel bright, brilliant and beautiful, (m 
the other hand paints a devil black, ugly, and hateful } 

Amelia. — ^There could be no objection to such a course, if 
caricaturists did not introduce within their province, subjects 
which belong to higher spheres. 

Seyton. — So far I think you perfectly right. But artists, 
whose province is the Beautiful alone^ also appropriate what 
does not precisely belong to them. 

Amelia.*^-! have no patience, however, with caricaturists 
who ridicule the portraits of eminent men. In spite of my 
better sense, I can never consider that great man Pitt as any 
thing else than a snub-nosed broomstick ; and Fox, who was 
in many respects an estimable character, anything better 
than a staU-fed swine. 

J?6nrtie^/a.—- Precisely my view. Caricatures of such a 
nature make an indelible impression, and I cannot deny that 
it often affords amusement to evoke their recollection and 
pervert them even into worse distortions. 

Sinclair. — But, ladies, allow us to revert for a moment 
from this discussion, to a consideration of our engravings. 

Seyton. — I observe that a fi&ncy for dogs is here delineated 
in no very flattering manner. 

Amelia.'-^That I have no objection to, for I detest such 
animals. 
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Smcldtr. — ^First an enemy to caricatures, and then un- 
friendly to the dog tribe. 

Amelia, — And why not? What are such animals but 
caricatures of men? 

Seyton, — ^You remember, probably, what a certain traveller 
relates of the city of Gratz, " that tiie place was full of dogs, 
and of dumb persons half idiotic/' Might it not be possible 
that the habitual sight of so many barking, senseless animals 
should have produced an effect upon the human race ? 

Sinclair, — Our attachment to animals deteriorates our pas- 
sions and affections. 

-^7»e/«a.-— But if our reason, according to the general ex- 
pression, is sometimes capable of standing still, it may surely 
do so in the presence of dogs. 

Sinclair, — Fortunately there is no one in our company 
who cares for dogs, but Madame Sey ton. She is very much 
attached to her pretty greyhound. 

/Siey^on.— And that same animal is particularly dear and 
valuable to her husband. 

Madame Seyton from a distance, raised her finger to her 
lips in an attitude of playful threatening. 

Seyton. — I know a proof that such animals detach our 
affections from their legitimate objects. May I not, my dear 
child (addressing his wife), relate our anecdote ? We need 
not be ashamed of it. 

Madame Seyton, signified her assent by a friendly nod, and 
he commenced his narration; 

" We loved each other and had entered into an engagement 
to marry, before we had well considered the possibility of 
supporting an establishment. At length better hopes began 
to dawn, when I was unexpectedly compelled to set out upon 
a journey which threatened to last longer than I could have 
wished; On my departure I foi^ot my favourite greyhound. 
It had often been in the habit of accompanying me to my in- 
tended wife's house, sometimes returning with me, and occa- 
sionally remaining behind. It now became her property, was a 
cheerful companion, and reminded her of my return. At 
home the little animal afforded much amusement, and in 
the promenades, where we had so often walked together, it , 
seemed constantly engaged in looking for me, and barked as 
if announcing me, as it sprang from among the trees. My 

2h 
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darling litUe Meta amiued itself thus for a considerable time, 
by fancying me really present, mitil at length, about the time 
when I had hoped to return, the period of my absenoe being 
again indefinitely prolonged, the poor animal pined sway and 
died.'* 

Madame S^ton.^^viSt so, dear husband ! And your nar- 
rative is sweetly interesting. 

Seyton, — ^You are quite at liberty to interrupt me, my dear, 
if you think fit. My Mend's house now seemed desolate, 
her walks had lost all their interest, her favourite dog, which 
had ever been at her side when she wrote to me, had grown 
to be an actual necessity of existence, and her letters were 
now discontinued. But she found, however, some oonsolation 
in the company of a handsome youth, who evinced an anxiety 
to fill the place of her former four-footed companion, both in 
the house and in the promenades. But without enlarging on 
this subject, and let me be ever so inimical to rash judg- 
ments, I may say that matters began to assume a rather 
critical appearance^ 

Madame SeyUm.—i must let you continue. A story 
which is all truth and wholly free from exaggeration, i* 
seldom worth hearing. 

fSeyton.'^A mutual friend of ours, who was a prudent man, 
versed in the world, and acquainted with human nature, con- 
tinued to reside near my dear Mend after my departure. He 
paid frequent visits at her house, and observed with pain and 
anxiety the change which she had undergone. He fonned 
his plsm in secrecy, and called upon her one day, accompanied 
by a greyhound which precisely resembled mine. The ocht- 
dially affectionate and appropriate address with which he 
accompanied his present, the unexpected appearance of a 
favourite, which seemed to have risen from the grave^ the 
silent rebuke with which her susceptible heart reproached 
her at the sight, brought back to her mind a lively recollec- 
tion of me. My young supplanter accordingly received his 
cong6 in the politest manner possible, and the new £sLvoimte 
v^as retained by the lady as her constant companion. When, 
upon my return, I held my beloved in my embrace, I thought 
the greyhound was my own, and wondered not a little that 
he barked at me as at a stranger. I thought that d<^ of the 
present day had feix less faithful memories tham those of 
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dasmcal times, and observed that Ulysses had been remem* 
bered by his d(^ after many years' absence, whilst mine had 
forgotten me in an incredibly short space of time. ^ But 
yet he has taken good care of your Penelope," she replied, 
promising at the same time to explain her mysterious speech. 
This was soon done, and unbroken confidence has eyer since 
been the characteristic of our union. 

Madame Seyton. — ^Well now, conclude with the anecdote. 
If you please, I will walk for an hour, for you intend doubt- 
less to sit down to the card-table. 

He signified his assent. She took the arm of her com* 
panion and went towards the door. ^' Take the dog with 
you, my dear !" he exdaimed as she departed. The entire 
company smiled, as did Seyton also, when he saw the precise 
point of his unintentional observation, and every one else 
silently felt a trifling degree of malicious satisfaction. 

Sinclair. — You have related an anecdote of a dog which 
was happily instrumental in promoting a marriage ; I can 
tell anodier whose influence destroyed one. I was also once 
in love, and it was also my fate to set out upon a journey, 
and, moreover, left a dear young friend behind me. But there 
was this difference between the two cases, my wish to possess 
my treasure had been as yet undeclared. At length I re- 
turned. The many adventures in which I had engaged were 
imprinted strongly upon my mind. Like all travellers, I wa9 
fond of recounting tiiem, and I hoped by this means to win 
the attention and sympathy of my beloved. I was anxious 
that she should know all the experience I had acquired and 
the pleasures I had enjoyed. But I found that her attention 
was wholly directed to a dog. Whether she so engaged 
herself from that spirit of opposition which so often charae- 
terises the lair sex, or whether it arose from some unlucky 
accident, it so happened that the amiable qualities of the dog, 
their amusements together, and her attachment to the little 
animal, were the sole topics of conversation which she could 
find for a lover who had long been passionately devoted to 
her. I wondered and felt astonished, and related a thousand 
circumstances to prove my afiection for her. I then felt 
vexed at her coldness, and took my leave, but soon returned 
with feelings of self-reproach and became even more unhappy 
than before. Under these circumstances our attachment 

2h2 
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cooled and our acquaintance was' discontinued, and I felt in 
my heart that I might attribute the misfortune to a dog. 

Armidoro, who had once more joined the company from the 
cabinet, observed, upon hearing tiie anecdote, '' that it would 
be interesting to make a collection of stories showing the influ- 
ence which social ani^nals of the lower order exercise over 
mankind. In the expectation that such a coUection will be 
one day made, I will relate an anecdote to show how a dog 
was the cause of a very tragical occurrence." 

" Ferdinand and Cardano, two young noblemen, had been, 
attached friends from their very earliest youth. As court pages 
and as officers in the same regiment, they had shared many 
adventures together, and had become thoroughly acquainted 
with each other's dispositions. Cardano*s attraction was the tedx 
sex, whilst Ferdinand had a passion for play. The former was 
thoughtless and haughty, the latter suspicious and reserved. 
It happened, at a time when Cardano was accidentally 
obliged to break off a certain tender attachment, that he 
left a beautiful Httle pet spaniel behind him. He soon, 
procured another, which he adfterwards presented to a second 
lady, from whom he was about to separate, and from that time, 
upon taking leave of every new female friend with whom he 
had become intimate, he invariably presented her with a 
similar little spaniel. Ferdinand was aware of Cardano*s 
peculiar habit in this respect, but he never payed much at- 
tention to the circumstance. 

" The different pursuits of the two friends at length caused 
a long separation between them, and when they next met, 
Ferdinand had become a married man, and was leading 
the life of a country gentleman. Cardano spent some time 
with him, either at his house or in the neighbourhood, where, 
as he had many relations and friends, he resided for nearly 
a year. 

'' Upon his departure Ferdinand's attention was attracted 
by a very beautiful spaniel of which his wife had lately 
become possessed. He took it in his arms, admired its 
beauty, stroked it, praised it, and inquired where she had 
obtained so charming an animal. She replied " from Car- 
dano." He was struck at once with the memory of bygone 
times and events, and with a recollection of the significant 
memorial with which Cardano was accustomed to mark his 
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insincerity ; he felt oppressed with the indignity of an injured 
husband, raged violently, flung the innocent little animal 
with fury to &e earth, and ran from the apartment amid the 
cries of the spaniel and the supplications of his astonished 
wife. A fearful dispute and countless disagreeable conse- 
quences ensued, which, though they did not produce an ac- 
tual divorce, ended in a mutual agreement to separate, and a 
ruined household was the termination of this adventure." 

The . story was not quite finished when Eulalia entered the 
apartment. She was a young lady whose society was uni- 
versally sought after, and she formed one of the most attractive 
ornaments of the Club — an accomplished woman and a suc- 
cessful authoress. 

The female caricatures were laid before her with which 
the clever artist, before alluded to, had attacked the fair sex, 
and she was invited to defend her good sisterhood. 

" Probably,** said Amelia " a collection of these charming 
portraits is intended for the Almanack, and possibly some 
celebrated author will undertake the witty task of explaining 
in words what the ingenious artist has represented in his 
pictures." 

Sinclair felt that the pictures were not worthy of utter 
condemnation, nor could he deny that some sort of explana- 
nation of their meaning was necessary, as a caricature which 
is not understood is worthless, and is in fact only valuable 
for its application. For however the ingenious artist may 
endeavour to display his wit, he cannot always succeed, and 
without a title or an explanation his labour is lost : words 
alone can give it value. 

Amelia. — Then let words bestow a value upon this little 
picture. A young lady has fallen asleep in an armchair, 
having been engaged, as it appears, with some sort of writing, 
Another lady who stands by weeping, presents a small box, 
or something else, to her companion. What can it mean ? 

^mcfoir. —-Shall I endeavour to explain it? — ^notwith- 
standing that the ladies seem but ill disposed both to cari- 
catures and their exposition. I am told that it is intended 
to represent an authoress, who was accustomed to compose at 
night ; she always obliged her maid to hold her inkstand, and 
forced the poor creature to remain in that posture even when 
fihe herself had been overcome by sleep, and the o&ce of her 
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imaid had tims been rendered nselees. She was desirous, on 
nwaking, to resume the thread of her thoughts and of her 
eomposition, and wished to find her pen and ink ready at 
the same moment. 

Arbon» an artist of talent who had accompaoined Eulalia, 
declared war against the picture. He obserml that to 
delineate the situation or circumstance aboye alluded to, 
anotiier course should have been adopted. 

Henrietta.^-hst us then compose ihe picture afresh. 

Arbon.^-Bnt let us first of all consider the subject atten- 
ixvely. It seems natural enough that a person employed in 
writing should cause the inkstand to be held, if the circum- 
stances are such that no place can be found to set it down. 
So Brantome's grandmother held the inkstand for the Que^i of 
Navarre, when the latter, reposing in her litter, composed the 
history which we have aU re^ with so much pleasure. 
Again, that any one who writes in bed should cause his 
inkstand to be held, is quite conceivable. But tell us, pretty 
Henrietta, you who are fond so of questioning and guessing, 
tell us what the artist should have done to represent this sub- 
ject properly. 

Senrtetta,''^'E.e should have put the table away, and have 
so arranged the sleeper, that nothing should appear at hand 
upon which an inkstand could be placed. 

^rdon.— Quite right. I should have drawn her in a weU- 
coshioned eaGrnr-chair, of the fashion which, if I mistake not, 
are called Bsrgeres ; she should have been near the fire- 
place, and presenting a front view to the spectator. I should 
suppose her to be engaged in writing upon her knee, for 
usually one becomes uncomfortable in exacting an incon- 
venience from another. The paper sinks upon her lap, the 
pen from her hand, and a sweet maiden stands near, holding 
the inkstand with a forlorn look. 

SJenrietta. — Quite right. But here we have an inkstand 
upon the table ahready ; and what is to be done, therefore, 
with the inkstand in the hand of the maiden ? It is not 
easy to conceive why she should be engaged in wipii^ 
away her tears. 

i^inc^tr.— -Here I ddend the artist ; he allows soo^ fir 
the ingenuity of the commentator. 

^roon.— Who will probal^y be engaged in exerdao^ his 
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"wit upon the headless men that hang i^ainst the vail. This 
seems to me a clear proof of the inevitable confusion that 
arises from uniting arts between which there is no natural 
connection. If we were not accustomed to see engrayings 
with explanations appended to them, the evil would cease. I 
have no objection that a clever artist should attempt witty 
representations, but thej are difficult to execute, and he 
should at all events endeavour to make his subject independent 
of explanations. I could even tolerate remarks and little sen- 
tences issuing from the mouths of his figures, provided he 
restricted himself to being his own commentator. 

iS'tncfetV.— But if you allow such a thing as a witty picture, 
you must admit that it is intended only for persons of intel- 
ligence ; it can possess an attraction for none but those con- 
versant with the occurrences of the day ; why then should we 
object to a commentator who enables us to understand the 
nature of the intellectual amusement prepared for us ? 

Arhon. — I have no objection to expknations of pictures, 
which fail to explain themselves. But they should be short 
and to the point. Wit is for the intelligent, they alone can 
understand a witty work, and the productions of bygone 
times and foreign lands are completely lost upon us. It is all 
well enough with the aid of such notes as we find appended 
to Rabelais and Hudibras, but what should we say of an 
author who should find it necessary to write one witty work 
to elucidate another ? Wit, even when fresh from its fountain, 
is oftentimes feeble enough ; it will scarcely become stronger 
by passing throi^h two or three hands. 

jS'mcfetV.— How I wish that, instead of thus arguing, we 
could assist our friend, the owner of these pictures, who 
would be glad to hear the opinions that have been expressed. 

Armtdoro, — (Coming from the cabinet.) I perceive that the 
company is still engaged about these censurable pictures: 
had they produced a pleasant impression, they would doubt- 
less have been laid aside long ago. 

Amelia, — I propose that that be their fate now; the 
owner must be required to make no use of them. What! 
a dozen and more hateful, objectionable pictures to appear in 
a Ladies' Almanack ! Can the man be bHnd to his own interest ? 
He will ruin his speculation. What lover will present a copy 
to his mistress, what husband to his wife, what fiither to 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



472 OOETHB. 

his daughter, when the first glance will display such a libel 
upon the sex ? 

Armidoro, — I have a proposal to make. These objec- 
tionable pictures are not the first of the kind which have 
appeared in the best almanacks. Our celebrated Chodo- 
vieckihas in his collection of monthly engravings, already repre- 
sented scenes not only untrue to nature, but low and devoid of 
all pretensions to taste ; but how did he do it ? Opposite the 
pictures. I allude to, he delineated others of a most charmiog 
character, — scenes in perfect harmony with nature, the result 
of a high education, of long study, and of an innate taste for 
the Good and Beautiful. Let us go a step beyond the editor 
of the proposed Almanack, and act in opposition to his 
project. If the intelligent artist has chosen to portray the 
dark side of his subject, let our author or authoress, if I may 
dare to express my view, choose the bright side to exercise 
her talents and so form a complete work. I shall not longer 
delay, Eulalia, to unite my own wishes to , this proposal. 
Undertake a description of good female characters. Create 
the opposite to these engravings, and employ the charm of 
your pen, not to elucidate these pictures, but to annihilate them. 

Sinclair. — Promise to comply, Eulalia. Place us under so 
great an obligation to you. 

Eulalia. — Authors are ever apt to promise too easily, 
because they hope for ability to execute their wishes ; but 
experience has rendered me cautious. And even if I could 
foresee the necessary leisure, within so short a space of time, 
I should yet hesitate to undertake the arduous duty. The 
praises of our sex should be spoken by a man, — a young, 
ardent, loving man. A degree of enthusiasm is requisite for 
the task, and who has enthusiasm for one*s own sex r 

Armidoro, ^-l should prefer intelligence, justice, and 
delicacy of taste. 

Sinclair, — ^And who can discourse better on the character 
of good women than the authoress firom whose fairy tale of 
yesterday we all derived such pleasure, and so much incom- 
parable instruction ? 

i?u^t0.-— The fairy tale was not mine. 

Sinclair, — Not yours ? 

Armidoro, — ^To that I can bear witness. 

Sinclair, — ^But still it was a lady's ? 
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JEkdalia, — ^The production of. a friend. 

Sinclair, — ^Then there are two Eulalias. 

JSt^^/sa.— Many, perhaps ; and better than 

Armidoro, — ^WiU you relate to the company what you so 
lately. confided to me? You will aU hear with astonishment 
how this delightful production originated. 

Eulalia, — A young lady, with whose great excellence I 
became accidentally acquainted upon a journey, found herself 
once in a situation of extreme perplexity, the circumstances 
of which it would be tedious to narrate. A gentleman ta 
whom she was under many obligations, and who finally offered 
her his hand, having won her entire esteem and confidence, in a 
moment of weakness obtained from her the privileges of a 
husband, before their vows of love had been cemented by 
marriage. Some peculiar circumstances compelled him to 
travel, and, in the retirement of a country residence, she an- 
ticipated with fear and apprehension the moment when she 
should become a mother. She used to write to me daily, and 
informed me of every circumstance that happened. But 
there was shortly nothing more to fear — she now needed only 
patience, and I observed, from the tone of her letters, that 
she began to reflect with a disturbed mind upon all that had 
already occurred, and upon what was yet to take place in her 
regard. I determined, therefore, to address her in an earnest 
tone, on the duty which she owed no less to herself than to 
her infant, whose supports particularly at the commencement 
of its existence, depended so much upon her mind being free 
from anxiety. I sought to console and to cheer her, and for 
this purpose sent her several volumes of fairy tales, which I 
expressed a wish that she should read. Her own desire to 
escape from the burden of her melancholy thoughts, and the 
arrival of these books, formed a remarkable coincidence. She 
could not help reflecting frequently upon her peculiar fate^ 
and she therefore adopted the expedient of clothing aU her 
past sorrowful adventures, as well as her painful apprehensions 
for the future, in a garb of romance. The events of her past 
life, — ^her attachment, her passion, her errors, and her sweet 
maternal cares, — no less than her present sad condition, were 
all embodied by her imagination in forms vivid, though im- 
palpable^ and passed before her mind in a.yaried succession of 
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strange and unearthly fancies. With pen in hand, she spent 
many a day and night in noting down her reflections. 

Amelia.-^hi wluch occupation she must haye foimd it 
difficult to hold her inkstand. 

Eulalia. — ^Thus did I acquire the rare collection of letters 
which I now possess. Hiey are all picturesque, strange, and 
romantic. I never received from her an accoimt of anything 
actual, so that I sometimes trembled for her reason. H^ 
own situation, the birth of her infant, her sweet affection for 
her offspring, her joys, her hopes, and her maternal fears, 
were all treated as events of another world, from which she 
only expected to be liberated by the arrival of her husband. 
Upon her nuptial day she concluded the fedry tale which you 
heard recited yesterday, almost in her own words, and which 
derives its chief interest from the unusual circumstances 
under which it was composed. 

The company could not sufficiently express their astonish- 
ment at this statement, and Seyton, who had abandoned his 
place at the gaming-table to another person, now entered the 
apartment, and made inquiries concerning the subject of con- 
versation. He was bri^y informed that it related to a faiiy 
tale, which, partly founded on facts, had been composed by 
the fantastic ima^ation of a mind that was diseased. 

** It is a great pity," he remarked, " that private diaries 
are so completely out of fashion. Twenty years ago they 
were in general use, and many persons thought they possessed 
« veritaWe treasure in the record of their &ily thoughts. I 
recollect a very worthy lady upon whom this custom entailed 
a sad misfortune. A certain governess had been accustomed 
from her earliest youth to keep a regular diary, and, in &ct, 
«he considered its composition to form an indispensable part 
of her daily duties. She continued the habit when she grew 
up, and did not lay it aside even when she manied. Her 
memorandums were not looked upon by her as absolute 
secrets, she had no occasion for such mystery, and she fre- 
quently read passages from it for the amusement of her 
friends and of her husband. But the book in its entirety 
was entrusted to nobody. The account of her husband^s a^ 
tachment had been entered in her diary with the same 
minuteness with which she had formerly noted down the 
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ordinary occurrences of the day ; and the entire history of 
her own affectionate feelings had been described from tiieir 
first opening hour until they had ripened into a passion, and 
become at length a rooted habit. Upon one occasion this 
diary accident^y fell in her husband's way, and the perusal 
afforded him a strange entertainment. He had undesignedly 
approached the writing-desk upon which the book lay, and, 
without suspicion or intention, had read through an entire 
page which was open before him. He took the opportunity 
of referring to a few previous and subsequent passages, and 
then retired with the comfortable assurance that it was high 
time to discontinue the disagreeable amusement. 

Henrietta. — But, according to the wish of my friend, our 
conversation should be con&aed to good women, and already 
we are turning to those who can scarcely be counted amongst 
the best. 

Seyton, — ^Why this constant reference to bad and good ? 
Should we not be quite as well contented with others as with 
ourselves, either as we have been formed by nature, or im- 
proved by education ? 

Armidoro, — I think it would be at once pleasant and useful 
to arrange and collect a series of anecdotes such as we have 
heard narrated, and many of which are founded on real oc- 
currences. Light and delicate traits, which mark the cha- 
racters of men, are well worthy of our attention, even 
though they give birth to no extraordinary adventures. They 
are useless to writers of romance, being devoid of all exciting 
interest ; and worthless to the tribe of anecdote-collectors, 
for they are for the most part destitute of wit and spirit, but 
they would always prove entertaining to a reader who, in a 
mood of quiet contemplation, should wish to study the 
general characteristics of mankind. 

Sinclair, — ^Well said. And if we had only thought of so 
praiseworthy a work a little earlier, we might have assisted our 
friend, the editor of the Ladies' Calendar, by composing a 
dozen anecdotes, if not of model women, at least of well- 
behaved personages, to balance his catalogue of naughty 
ladies. 

Amelia,'^! should be particularly pleased with a collection 
of incidents to show how a woman forms the very soul and 
Insistence of a household establishment; and this because 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



476 GOETHE. 

the artist has introduced a sketch of a spendthrift and im* 
provident wife, to the defamation of our sex. 

Seyton, — I can furnish Amelia with a case precisely in 
point. 

Amelia. — Let us hear it. But do not imitate the usual 
custom of men who undertake to defend the ladies: they 
frequently begin with praise, and end with censure. 

Seyton, — ^Upon this occasion, however, I do not fear the 
perversion of my intention, through the influence of any evil 
spirit. A young man once became tenant of a large hotd 
which was established in a good situation. Amongst the 
qualities which recommend a host, he possessed a more than 
ordinary share of good temper, and as he had from his youth 
been a friend to the ale-house, he was peculiarly fortimate in 
selecting a pursuit in which he. found it necessaty to devote a 
considerable portion of the day to his home duties. He was 
neither careful nor negligent, and his own good temper 
exercised a perceptible influence over the numerous guests 
who assembled aroimd him. 

He had married a young person who was of a quiet, 
passive disposition. She paid punctual attention to her 
business, was attached to her household pursuits, and loved 
her husband, though she often found fault with him in secret for 
his carelessness in money matters. She had a great love for 
ready, money; she thoroughly comprehended its value, and 
understood the advantage of securing a provision for herself. 
Devoid of all activity of disposition, she had every tendency 
to avarice. But a small share of avarice becomes a woman, 
however ill extravagance may suit her. Generosity is a 
manly virtue, but pai-simony is becoming in a woman. This 
is the rule of nature, and our judgments must be subservient 
thereto. 

Margaret (for such was the name of this prudent per- 
sonage) was very much dissatisfied vdth her husband's care- 
lessness. Upon occasions when large payments were made to 
him by his customers, it was his habit to leave the money 
lying for a considerable time upo^ the table, and then to 
collect it in a basket, from which he afterwards paid it away, 
without making it up into packages, and without keeping any 
account of its application. His wife plainly perceived that, 
evpn without actual extravagance, where there was such a 
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total want of system, considerable sums must be wasted. 
She was above all things anxious to make her husband 
change his negligent habits, and she became grieved to 
observe that the small savings which she collected and so 
carefully retained were as nothing in comparison with the 
money that was squandered, and she determined, therefore, 
to adopt a rather dangerous expedient to make her husband 
open his eyes. She resolved to defraud him of as much 
money as possible, and for this purpose had recourse to an 
extraordinary plan. She had observed that when he had once 
counted his money which he allowed to remain so long upon 
the table, he never reckoned it over a second time before 
putting it away ; she therefore rubbed the bottom of a candle- 
stick with tallow, and then, apparently without design, she 
placed it near the spot where the ducats lay exposed, a 
species of coin for which she entertained a warm partiality. 
She thus gained possession of a few pieces, and subsequently 
of some other coins, and was soon sufficiently well satisfied 
with her success. She therefore repeated the operation fre- 
quently, and entertained no scruple about employing such 
evil means to effect so praiseworthy an object, and she tran- 
quillized her conscience on the subject by the reflection that 
such a mode of abstracting her husband's money could not be 
termed robbery, as her hands were not employed for the 
purpose. Her secret treasure increased gradually, and soon 
became very much greater by the addition of the ready 
money which she herself received from the customers of the 
hotel, and of which she invariably retained possession. 

She had carried on this practice for a whole year, and 
though she carefully watched her husband, she never had 
reason to believe that his suspicions were awakened, until at 
length he began to grow discontented and unhappy. She 
induced him to tell her the cause of his anxiety, and learned 
that he was grievously perplexed. After the last payment 
which he had made of a considerable sum of money, he had 
laid aside the amount of his rent, and not only this had dis- 
appeared, but he was unable to meet the demand of his land- 
lord from any other chaibiel ; and as he had always been 
accustomed to keep his accounts in his head, and to write 
down nothing, he could not possibly imderstand the cause of 
the deficiency. 
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Margaret leminded him of his great carelessness, cen- 
eared his ihoi^tless manner of receiying and paying away 
money, and spoke of his general imprudence. Even his 
generous disposition did not escs^ her remarks; and, in 
truth, he had no excuse to offer for a course of conduct the 
consequences of which he had so much reason to regret. 

But she could not leave her husband long in this state 
of grievous trouble, more especially as she felt a pride in 
being able to render him once more happy. Accordingly, to 
his great astonishment, on his birthday, which she was always 
accustomed to celebrate by presenting him with something 
useful, she entered his private apartment with a basket filled 
with rouleaux of money. The different descriptions of coin 
were packed together separately, and the contents were care- 
fully endorsed in a handwriting by no means of the best. It 
would be difficult to describe his astonishment at finding 
before him the precise sums which he had missed, or at his 
wife's assurance that they belonged to him. She thereupon 
circumstantially described the time and the manner of her 
abstracting them, confessed the amount which she had taken, 
and told also how much she had saved by her own careful 
attention. His despair was now changed into joy, and the 
result was that he abandoned to his wife all the duty of re- 
ceiving and paying away money for the fiiture. His business 
was carried on even more prosperously than before, although 
from the day of which we have spoken, not a farliiing ever 
passed through his hands. His wife discharged the duty of 
banker with extraordinary credit to herself; no fisdse money 
was ever taken, and the establishment of her complete 
authority in the house was the natural and just consequence 
of her activity and care ; and, after the lapse of ten years, 
she and her husband were in a condition to purchase the 
hotel for themselves. 

Sinclair. — ^And so all this truth, love, and fidelity ended in 
the wife becoming the veritable mistress. I should like to 
know how &r the opinion is just that women have a tendency 
to acquire authority. 

AmeUa, — ^There it is again. t!ensure, you observe, is 
anre to follow in the wake of praise. 

Armidaro, — ^Favour us with your sentiments on this sub- 
ject, good Eulalia. I think I have observed in your writings 
no disposition to defend your sex against this imputation. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE GOOD WOICEK. 479 

jEkMia.^-^Ia so far as it is a gneroos imputation, x should 
-wish it were remoyed by the oooidiict of our sex. But where 
we have a right to authority, we can need no excuse. We 
like authority because we are human. For what else is 
authority, in the sense in which we use it, than a desire for 
independence, and for the enjoyment of existence as much 
as possible. This is a privilege which all men seek with 
determination, but our ambition appears, perhaps, more ob- 
jectionable, because nature, usage, and social r^ulations place 
restraints upon our sex, whilst they enlaj^ the authority of 
men. What men possess naturally, we have to acquire, and 
property obtained by a laborious struggle wiU always be 
more obstinately held than that which is inherited. 

Se^ton,'^Bnt women, as I think, have no reason to com- 
plain on that score. As the world goes, they inherit as 
much as men, if not more, and in my opinion it is a much 
more difficult task to become a perfect man than a perfect 
woman. The phrase, '* He shall be thy master," is a formula 
diaracteristic of a barbarous age long since passed away. 
Men cannot claim a right to become educated and refined, 
without conceding the same privilege to women. As long 
as the process continues, the balance is even between them ; 
but as women are more capable of improvement than men, 
experience shows that the scale soon turns in their favour. 

AmUdoro. — ^There is no doubt that in all civilized nations 
women in general are superior to men, for where the two 
sexes exert a correspondmg influence over each other, man 
becomes effeminate, and that is a disadvantage; but when 
a woman acquires any masculine virtue, she is the gainer, 
for if she can improve her own peculiar qualities by the 
addition of masculine energy, she becomes an almost perfect 
being. 

Seyton, — I have never considered the subject so deeply. 
But I think it is generally admitted that women do rule and 
must continue to do so, and therefore whenever I become 
acquainted with a young lady, I always inquire upon what 
subjects she exercises her authority, since it must be exercised 
somewhere. 

^m«/fa.-«And thus you establish the point with which you 
started? 

/Set/ton,^^And why not ? Is not my reasoning as good as 
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that of pliilosopheris in general, who are conTihced by their 
experience ? Active women, who are given to habits of ac- 
quisition and saving, are invariably mistresses at home ; pretty- 
women, at once graceful and superficial, rule in large societies, 
whilst those who possess more sound accomplishments exert 
their influence in smaller circles. 

^m^Zta.— And thus we are divided into three classes. 

Sinclair. — ^All honourable, in my opinion ; and yet those 
three classes do not include the whole sex. There is still a 
fourth, to which perhaps we had better not allude, that we 
may escape the charge of converting our praise into censure. • 

Henrietta. — ^Then we must guess the fourth class. Let us 
see. 

Sinclair.^^WeU then, the three first classes, were those 
whose activity was displayed at home, in large societies, or 
in smaller circles. 

Henrietta. — What other sphere can there be where we can 
exercise our activity ? 

Sinclair. — ^There may be many. But I urn thinking of 
the reverse of activity. 

Henrietta. — Indolence ! How could an indolent woman rule? 

Sinclair. — ^Why not ? 

Henrietta.'^ln. what manner ? 

Sinclair. — ^By opposition. Whoever adopts such a course, 
either from character or principle, acqtdres more authority 
than one would readily think. 

Amelia.^-1 fear we are about to &11 into the tone of cen- 
sure so general to men. 

Henrietta. — ^Do not interrupt him, Amelia. Nothing can 
be more harmless than these mere opinions, and we are the 
gainers, by learning what other persons think of us. Now 
then for the fourth class, what about it ? 

Sinclair. — I must take the liberty of speaking unreserv- 
edly. The class I allude to does not exi&t in our country, 
and does not exist in France, because the fair sex, botii 
amongst us and our gallant neighbours, enjoys a proper 
degree of freedom. But in countries where women are 
under restraint and debarred from sharing in public amuse- 
ments, the class I speak of is numerous. In a neighbouring 
country there is a peculiar name, by which ladies of this class 
are invariably designated. 
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Henrtetta.'^YovL must tell us the name ; we can never 
guess names. 

Sinclair, — ^Well I must tell you, they are called roguish. 

Henrietta, — ^A strange appellation. 

/Sinclair, — Some time ago you took great interest in read- 
ing the speculations of Lavater upon physiognomy ; do you 
remember nothing about roguish countenances in his book ? 

Henrietta, — It is possible, but it made no impression upon 
me. I may perhaps have construed the word in its ordinary 
sense, and read on without noticing it. 

Sinclair, — It is true, that the word '* roguish" in its ordinary 
sense is usually applied to a person who, with malicious 
levity, turns another into ridicule; but in its present 
sense it is meant to describe a young lady, who, by her indif- 
ference, coldness, and reserve — qualities which attach to her 
as a disease — destroys the happiness of one upon whom 
she is dependent. We meet with examples of this every- 
where ; sometimes even in our own circle. For instance, 
when I have praised a lady for her beauty, I have heard it 
said in reply—" Yes, but she is a bit of a rogue." I even 
remember a physician saying to a lady who complained of 
the anxiety she suflfered about her maid-servant, " My dear 
madam, the girl is somewhat of a rogue, and will give a deal 
of trouble." 

AmeHa rose from her seat and left the apartment. 

Henrietta,^'Tha,t seems rather strange. 

Sinclair. — I thought so too, and I therefore took a note of 
the symptoms, which seemed to mark a disease half moral and 
half physical, and framed an essay which I entitled, " A 
Chapter on Rogues," and as I meant it to form a portion of a 
work on general anthropological observations, I have kept it 
by me hitiierto. 

Henrietta, — ^But you must let us see it, and if you know 
any interesting anecdotes to elucidate your meaning of the 
word " rogue," they must find a place in our intended col- 
lection of novels. 

Sinclair. — ^This may be all very well, but I find I have 
failed in the object wmch brought me hither. I was anxious 
to find some one in this intelligent assembly to undertake an 
explanation of these engravings, or who could recommend a 
talented writer for the puipose ; in place of which, the engrav- 

2i 
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iisgs are abused and. pronounced worthless, and I nmsttakb 
my leave without having attained my purpose. But'if I had 
only made notes of our jconversation and anecdotes this even- 
ing, I should almost possess an equivalent* 

Armidoro, — (Coming from the cabinet,. to whieh he had 
frequentl^r retired.) Youcwidiisaccompi^hed.. I know the 
motive of our &iendv the editor of ^ the wock.> I have taken 
down the heads of. our conversation xtpon this pi^er. I. will 
arrange the draUb, and if Eulalia will kindly, promise' to impart 
to the whole that spirit of charming naimation^ which she 
possesses, the graoe&d tone of the work$ aadiperhaps alio its 
contsnts,f will * in some' : measure espiate the offense o^i the 
artist for his ungallant attack.^ • 

Hmrietta^-^iuLimot bkaneyoOTjoffiisious fdeixdyiip; 'AnB>* 
doro^ buti wish you bad&ot taken notes of ou£>coivrers»tioD; 
it is setting a bad lexainple;- Our intorcoarse* togeter has 
been, quite free and imrestsained. and nothing.isait 'be wone 
thaa:tkat our unguarded-xoni^ersation shouid ; be'; overheard 
and written' down, perhaps^evcai printed d(m r theoaamaement 
of that public. 

But Henrietta's soniples wBi<e silenced by7aprom»& that 
nothing, shouldnreet the public eye, except tlie lit^e ansfedotss 
which had been related; 

Eulalia, however, could not be persuaded to edit the notes 
of the short-hand writer. She had no wish to withdraw- her 
attention from the faiary tale with wMchi she was>ihen' occu- 
pied. The notes remained in.pos8esnonx>f ^the^gentiemjen^of 
the pasty; whov with the aid of their: own -memories, gene- 
rously affiDrded their assistance, that, th^ mightthereby 
contribute ta/the general edification of all.*^ gx;iod-i7 
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The. thick fog of an early autumnal morning obdcured the 
extensive courts which surrounded the Prince's castle, but 
through the mists, which gradually dispersedy a stranger 
might" observe a cavalcade of huntsmen, consisting of horse 
and foot, ali-eady engaged in their early preparations for the 
field. The active employments of the domestics were already 
discernible* These latter were engaged in lengthening and 
shortening stirrup-leathers, preparing the rifles iand'ammu* 
nition, and arranging the game-bags ; whilst the dogs, im- 
patient of restraint, threatened to break away from the slips 
by which they were held. Then the horses became restive, 
from their own high mettle, or excited by the spur of the 
rider, who could not resist the temptation to make a vain dis- 
play of his prowess, even in the obscurity by which he was 
surrounded. The cavalcade awaited the arrival of the Prince, 
who was detained a little too long by the tender endearments 
of his young wife. 

Lately married, they thoroughly appreciated the happiness 
of their, own congenial dispositions; both were lively and 
animated, and each shared with delight the pleasures and 
pursuits of the other. The Prince's father had already sur- 
vived and enjoyed that period of life when one learns that all 
the members of a State should spend their time in diligent 
employments, and that every one should engage in some 
energetic occupation corresponding with his taste, and should 
by this means flrst acquire, and then enjoy, the fruits of his 
labour. 

How far these maxims had proved successful might have 
been observed on this very day, for it was the jmniversary of 
the great market in the town, a festival which might indeed 

2i2 
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be considered a species of fair. The Prince had on the previous 
day conducted his wife on horseback through the busy- 
scene, and had caused her to observe what a convenient 
exchajige was carried on between the productions of the 
mountainous districts and those of the plain, and he took 
occasion then and there to direct her attention to the indus- 
trious character of his subjects. 

But whilst the Prince was entertaining himself and his 
courtiers almost exclusively with subjects of this nature, and 
was perpetuaUy employed with his finance minister, his chief 
huntsman did not lose sight of his duty, and upon his repre- 
sentation it was impossible, during these favourable autunmal 
days, any longer to postpone the amusement of the chase, as 
the promised meeting had already been several times de- 
ferred, not only to his own mortification, but to that of many 
strangers who had arrived to take part in the sport. 

The Princess remained, reluctantly, at home. It had been 
determined to hunt over the distant mountains, and to disturb 
the peaceful inhabitants of the forests in those districts by an 
tmexpected declaration of hostilities. 

Upon taking his departure, the Prince recommended his 
wife to seek amusement in equestrian exercise, under the 
conduct of her uncle Frederick ; " and I commend you, more- 
over," he said, "to the care of our trusty Honorio,wlio wiU 
act as your esquire, and pay you every attention :'' and say- 
ing this as he descended the stairs, and gave the proper 
instructions to a comely vouth who stood at hand, the Prince 
quickly disappeared amia the crowd of assembled guests and 
followers. 

The Princess, who had continued waving her handkerchief 
to her husband as long as he remained in the court-yard, 
now retired to an apartment at the back of the castle, which 
showed an extensive prospect over the mountain, as the 
castle itself was situated on the brow of the hill, from which 
a view at once distant and varied opened in all directions. 
She found the telescope in the spot where it had been left on 
the previous evening, when they had amused themselves in 
surveying the landscape, and the extent of mountain and 
forest, amid which the lofty ruins of their ancestral castle 
were situated. It was a noble relic of ancient times, and 
shone out gloriouslv in the evening illumination. A grand 
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hnt somewhat inadequate idea of its importance was con- 
veyed by the large masses of light and shadow which now 
feU upon it. Moreover, by the aid of the telescope, the 
autumnal foliage was seen to lend an indescribable charm to 
the prospect, as it waved upon trees which had grown up 
amid the ruins, undisturbed and unmolested for countless 
years. But the Princess soon turned the telescope in the 
direction of a dry and sandy plain beneath her, across which 
the hunting cavalcade was expected to bend its course. She 
patiently surveyed the spot, and was at length rewarded, as 
the clear magnifying power of the instrument enabled her 
delighted eyes to recognize the Prince and his chief equeny. 
Upon this she once more waved her handkerchief as she 
observed, or rather fancied she observed, a momentary pause 
in the advance of the procession. 

Her uncle Frederick was now announced, and he entered 
the apartment, accompanied by an artist, bearing a large 
portfolio under his arm. 

"Dear cousin," observed the worthy knight, addressing 
her, " we have brought some sketches of the ancestral castle 
for your inspection, to show how the old walls and battle- 
ments were calculated to afford defence and protection in 
stormy seasons and in years gone by, though they have 
tottered in some places, and in others have covered the plain 
with their ruins. Our ejfforts have been unceasing to render 
the place accessible, since few spots offer more beauty or 
sublimity to the eye of the astonished traveller." 

The Prince continued, as he opened the portfolio contain- 
ing the different views. '* Here, as you ascend the hollow 
way, through the outer fortifications, you meet the principal 
tower, and a rock forbids all further progress. It is the 
firmest of the mountain range. A castle has been erected upon 
it, so constructed that it is difficult to say where the work 
of nature ceases and the aid of art begins. At a little 
distance, side- walls and buttresses have been raised, the whole 
forming a sort of terrace. The height is surrounded by a 
wood. For upwards of a century and a half, no sound of an axe 
has been heard w^ithin these precincts, and giant trunks of trees 
appear on all sides. Close to the very walls spring the glossy 
maple, the rough oak, and the tall pine. Tliey oppose our 
progress with their boughs and roots, and compel us to make 
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a circuit to secure > our advunce. See ' how ddmimbly cfur 
artist has sketched all this- upon pa|)er ; how accurately he 
has represented the trees as they become- entwizied amid the 
masonry of the castle, and thrust their boughs through the 
opening in the walls. It isa solitude which possesses tkie 
indescribable chann; of dis^dayinfgthetraocs of human power 
long since past away, oonteriding with 'perpetual and still 
reviving nature.' ' 

Opening a second picture, he continued ^ his ^disoourse^ 
""What say you to this representation of the castle- oomrt, 
which has been rendered impassalde for countless years 'by the 
falling of the principal tower ? '*We erideavoured to approach 
it from the side, and in order to form a convenient' private 
road, were compelled to blow up the* old walls and vaults 
with gunpowder. But there was no necessity for similar 
operations within the castle w^alls. Here is a flat rocky sur- 
face which has « been levelled by the hand of nature, through 
which, however, mighty trees have here and there been able 
to strike their roots. They have thriven 'Well, • and thrust 
their branches into the Tery gallleries where the knights of 
old were wont to exerdse, and have forced tl»ir way through 
doors and windows into vaulted halls, from which they are 
not likely now to be expelled, and whence we, at least, shall 
not remove them. They have become lords of the territory, 
and may remain so. Concealed beneath heaps of dried leaves, 
we found a perfectly level floor, which probably cannot be 
equalled in the world. 

" In ascending the steps which lead to the chi^f tower, it is 
remarkable to observe, in addition to all that we have men- 
tioned above, how a maple-tree has taken- root on high, 'and 
has grown to a great size, so thiit in osceiidiBg to the highest 
turret to enjoy the prospect,- it is difficult to pass. And h&e 
you may refresh yourself beneath the -shade, for even at this 
elevation, the tree of which we speak throws it» shadows over 
all around. 

" We feel much infdebted to • the tidentedartisi'who, in the 
course ofseveral views, has brought thus the whole scenery as 
completely before us, as if we had actually witnessed the 
original scene. He selected the most beautiful hours of the 
day and the most favourable season of the year for his task, 
' to which he devoted many weeks incessantly. A smidl dfveU- 
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' iog 'vas'^ifeot^d for htm' and bis assistSAt in a corner of the 

castle; you -can scarcely imagine what a splendid view of 

the country, of the court, add of the ruins he there enjoyed. 

We intenid ' these pictures to adorn our oountrys-house, and 

every one who enjoys a view of our regular parterres, of our 

bowers and shady walks, will doubtless' feel anxious to feed 

< bis imagination and his eyes with an actual inspection of 

"these seenes, and so enjoy at once the old ..and the new, 

' the fhm.and the pliant, the indestructible and the young, the 

•peiishable and the eternal/' 

"Honorio • now entered and annomiced the arrival of the 
horses. The Princess thereupon addressing her uncle, ex- 
pressed a wish to ride up to the ruins and examine pa^sonally 
the subjects which he had so graphically described. " Ever 
since my .arrival here," she said, *' this excursion has^ been 
intended, and I shdll be delighted to accomplish w:hat has 
been declared almost impracticable, and what the pictures 
show to be so diffictilt." 

*' Not yet, my dear," replied the Prince; "these pictmres only 
portray what the place will become, but many diOioulties 
impede a commencement ^f the work:" 

" But let us ride a little towards the mountain," she re- 
joined,' ** if only to the beginning of the ascent; I have a great 
desire to-day to enjoy an extensive prospect." 

*' Your desire shall be gratified," answered the Prince. 

"But we will first direct, our course through the town," 
continued the lady, "and across- the market-place, wbwe la 
countless number of booths wear the appearance of a smaHl 
town, or of an encampment. It seems as if all the > wants 
and occupations of every £amiky in the country- were brought 
together and supplied in this one spot ; for the attentive 
observer may behold here whatever • man - can produce or 
• require.' You. would suppose that money wa* wholly unneces- 
sary,- and that business of every kind could be carried on by 
means 6f barter; and such in' fact is the case. Since 'the 
Prince directed my attention to this- view yestetday, I i have 
felt pleasure in observing the manner in which the inhabitants 
of the mountain and of the valley mutually comprehend each 
other, and how both so plainly speak their wants and their 
wishes in this place. The mountaineer, for example^ -has cat 
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the timber of his forests into a thousand forms, and applied 
his iron to multifarious uses, while the inhabitant of the 
valley meets him with his yarious wares and merchandize, the 
very materials and object of which it is difficult to know or to 
conjecture." 

*' I am aware*," observed the Prince, " that my nephew 
devotes his attention wholly to these subjects, for at this 
particular season of the year he receives more than he ex- 
pends ; and this after all is the object and end of every national 
financier, and indeed of the pettiest household economist. 
But excuse me, my dear, I never ride with any pleasure 
through the market or the fair ; obstacles impede one at eveiy 
step, and my imagination continually recurs to that dreadfiu 
calamity which happened before my own eyes, when I wit- 
nessed the conflagration of as large a collection of merchan- 
dize as is accumidated here. I had scarcely — '* 

*^ Let us not lose our time" said the Princess, interrupting 
him, as her worthy uncle had more than once tortured her 
with a literal account of the very same misfortune. It had 
happened when he was upon a journey, and had retired 
fatigued to bed, in the best hotel of the town, which was 
situated in the market-place. It was the season of the £Eur, 
and in the dead of the night he was awoke by screams and 
by the columns of fire which approached the hotel. 

The Princess hastened to mount her favourite palfirey, and 
led the way for her unwilling companion, when she rode 
through the front gate down the hill, in place of passing 
through the back gate up the mountain. But who could have 
felt unwilling to ride at her side or to follow wherever she 
led? And even Honorio had gladly abandoned the plea- 
sure of his favourite amusement, the chace, in order to 
officiate as her devoted attendant. 

As we have before observed, they could only ride through 
the market step by step, but the amusing observations of the 
Princess rendered every pause delightful. *' I must repeat 
my lesson of yesterday," she remarked *' for necessity will try 
our patience." And in truth the crowd pressed upon them 
in such ai manner, that they could only continue their progress 
at a very slow pace. The people testified unbounded joy at 
beholding the young Princess, and the complete satisuction 
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of many a Bxniling &ce eyinced the pleasure of the people at 
finding that the first lady in the land was at once the most 
lovely and the most gracious. 

Mingled together promiscuously were rude mountaineers 
who inhabited quiet cottages amongst bleak rocks and toW'^ 
ering pine-trees, lowlanders from the plains and meadows, 
and manufacturers from the neighbouring small towns. After 
quietly surveying the motley crowd, the Princess remarked 
to her companion, that all the people she saw, seemed to take 
delight in using more stuff for their garments than was 
necessary, whether it consisted of cloth, linen, ribbon, or 
trimming. It seemed as if the wearers, both men and women, 
thought they would be the better 9 they looked a little 
larger. 

" We must leave that matter to themselves," answered the 
uncle; "every man must dispose of his superfluity as he 
pleases ; well for those who spend it in mere ornament." 

The Princess nodded her assent. 

They had now arrived at a wide- open square which led to 
one of the suburbs ; they there perceived a number of small 
booths and stalls, and also a large wooden building from 
whence a most discordant howling issued. It was the feeding 
hour of the wild animals which were there enclosed for 
exhibition. The lion roared with that fearful voice with 
^vhich he was accustomed to terrify both woods and wastes. 
The horses trembled, and no one could avoid observing how 
the monarch of the deserts made himself terrible in the 
tranquil circles of civilized life. Approaching nearer, they 
remarked the tawdry colossal pictures on which the beasts 
were painted in the brightest colours, intended to afford 
irresistible temptation to the busy citizen. The grim and 
fearful tiger was in the act of springing upon a negro to tear 
him to pieces. The lion stood in solemn majesty as if he 
saw no worthy prey before him. Other wonderful creatures 
in the same group preseifted inferior attractions. 

" Upon our return," said the Princess, "we will alight and 
take a nearer inspection of these rare creatures." 

" Is it not extraordinary," replied the Prince, *' that man 
takes pleasure in fearful excitements ? The tiger, for instance, 
is lying quietly enough within his cage, and yet here the brute 
must be painted in the act of springing fiercely on a negro, in 
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orderthat'tlieptiblie may believe tbattke sam&'Me&e is tol)e 
-witnessed within. Do not murder and death,' ^re and deso- 
lation, sufficiently abound, but that every mountebank must 
' repeat- such iKmrors ? The worthy pe<^le like to be alarmed, 
* that they- may aftorwaiids enjoy: the delightful sensation of 
freedom and security." 

'But whatever fedings of terror such frighftfhl repfesenta- 
tions 'might have inspired, - they disappeared when they 
reached the gate, and surveyed the cheerful prospects aiourid. 
The road led down to a river, a narrow brook in lamth, 
and oiily calculated to ' bear^ light skiffs, but destined after- 
wardsr, when swClled^tO' a- wider stream,- *o take another 
name, and to water dimnt lands. Th^ then bent th«r courae 
further through carefully cultivated fruit and pleranre 
gardens, in an ordeiiy add populous neighbourhood, until 
first a copse and then a wooid received them as guests, and 
delighted their eyes with a limited but charming landscape. 
A green valley leading to the heights above, which had been 
lately mowed for the second time,"and»wore' the* appearance 
of velvet, having- been waterM copiously hj a rich stream, 
^now received them > with a friendly welcome. They then, 
bent their course to a higher andm<M*e open spot, which, 
upon issuing from the woody they reached alter a short aseent, 
-and whence they obtained a distant view of the old castle, the 
object of' th^r pilgrimage, which shone above the groups of - 
trees, and assumed the appearance of awell^wooded rock. 
■Behind them (for no one ever attained this height without tum- 
ittgto'look round,) they saw through occasional openings in the 
lofty trees, the Prince's caeftle on the left,- iHuminated 'by the 
morning sun; the higher-portion of the town 6bscured by a Hght 
^doudy mist, and or the right hand, the lower part 'trough 
"Which the river flowed in many windings, with its meeidows 
and its mills ; whilst straight before them, the couiitr]^ ex- 
tended in' a wide productive plain. 

After they had satisfied their eyes wWi'ihe- landscape, 
or rather, as is often the case in surveying aiv extensive view 
from an eminence,- when they had become desirous 6f a wider 
and less 'Circumscribed prospect, they -rode- slowly «along a 
'broad and stony plain, where they saw the mighty ruin stand- 
ings with its coronet of green, whilst its base waa^lad with 
'treea.of lesser height ; and proceeding onwai*dsr they encoun- 
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tered the steepest and most impassable side of the ascent. 
It was defended by enormous- rocks which had endured for 
ages ; proof against the ravages of time, they were fast rooted 
in the earth and towered aloft. One part 6f ' the castle had 
fallen, .and lay in huge fragments, irregularly massed,- and 
seemed to act as an insurmountable barrier, the mere attempt 
to orercome which is a dielight to youth, as supple limbs evet 
find it a pleasure to undertake,' to corikbat, and to conquer. 
The' Princess seemed disposed to make the attempt ; Honorio 
-was at hand, her princely uncle assented, unwitting to 
acknowledge his want of agility. The horses were directed 
to wait for them under the trees, find it was intended they 
should make for a certain point where a large rock had been 
rendered smooth, and from which a prospect was beheld, 
which, though of the nature of a bird's-eye view, was suffix 
ciently picturesque. 

It was mid-day, the sun had attained its highest altitude, 
and shed its clearest rays around ; the^ princely castle in all 
its parts, battlements, wings, cupolas and towers, presented a 
glorious appearance. The upper part of the town was- seen 
in its full extent, the eye could even penetrate into parts of 
the lower town,- and with the assistance of the telescope, 
distinguish the market-place, and even the very booths. ' It 
was Honorio's : invariable custom to sling thi» indispensable 
instrument to his side. They took a view of the river^ in • its 
course and its descent, and of- the sloping plain, arid of ^ the 
luxuriant country' with its gentle undulations, and then of the 
numerous villages, for it had been from time immemorial a 
subject of contention how many could be counted from this 
spot. 

Over the wide plain there reigned a calm stillness, such as 
is accustomed/o rule at mid-day ; an hour when, acooi^ding 
to classical phraseology, the god Ban sleeps, and all nature is 
breathless, that his repose- may be undisturbed. 

**It.is not the' first time,'* observed the Princess' "that, 
standing upon an eminence which presents a wide extended 
view, 1 have thought how pure and peaceful is the look of 
holy Nature, and the impression comes upon me, that the 
world beneath must be free from strife and care ; but return- 
ing to the dwellings of man, be they the cotfaige or the 
palace, be they wide or circumscribed, we- £nd that there is 
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in truth ever sometlimg to subdue, to struggle with, to quiet 
and allay." 

Honorio, in the meantime, hod directed the telescope 
towards the town, and now exclaimed, " Look, look ! the town 
is on fire in the market-place." 

They looked and saw a column of smoke arising, but the 
glare of daylight eclipsed the flames. ''The fire increases," 
they exclaimed, stiU looking through the instrument. The 
Princess saw the calamity with the naked eye ; from time to 
time they perceived a red flame ascending amid the smoke. 
Her uncle at length exclaimed, '' Let us return ; it is calami- 
tons. I have always feared the recurrence of such a mis- 
fortune." 

They descended, and having reached the horses, the Prin- 
cess thus addressed her old relative, " Kide forward, sir, hastily 
with your attendant, but leave Honorio with me, and we will 
follow." 

Her imcle perceived the prudence and utility of this 
advice, and riding on as quickly as the nature of the ground 
would allow, descended to the open plain. The Princess 
mounted her steed, upon which Honorio addressed her thus : 
'* I pray your Highness to ride slowly ; the fire-engines are in 
the best order, both in the town and in the castle, there can 
surely be no mistake or error even in so unexpected an emer- 
gency. Here, however, the way is dangerous, and riding is 
insecure, from the small stones and the smooth grass, and in 
Addition, the fire will no doubt be extinguished before we 
reach the town." 

But the Princess indulged no such hope ; she saw the 
smoke ascend, and thought she perceived a flash of lightning 
and heard a thunder-clap, and her mind was filled with the 
frightful pictures of the conflagration which ^er uncle's oft- 
repeated narrative had impressed upon her. 

That calamity had indeed been dreadful, sudden and im- 
pressive enough to make one apprehensive iEbr the repetition 
of a like misfortune. At midnight a fearful fire had broken 
out in the market-place, which was filled with booths and 
stalls, before the occupants of those temporary habitations 
had been roused from their deep slumber. The Prince Imn- 
self, after a weary day's journey, had retired to rest, but rush- 
ing to the window, perceived with dismay the flames which 
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raged around on every side and approached the spot where he 
stood. The houses of the market-place, crimsoned with the 
reflection, appeared already to bum, and threatened every 
instant to burst out into a general conflagration. The fierce 
element raged irresistibly, the beams and rafters crackled, 
whilst countless pieces of consumed linen flew aloft, and the 
burnt and shapeless rags sported in the air and looked like 
foul demons revelling in their congenial element. With loud 
cries of distress, each individual endeavoured to rescue what 
he could from the flames. Servants and assistants vied with 
their masters in their efforts to save the huge bales of goods 
already half consumed, to tear what still remained uninjured 
from the burning stalls, and to pack it away in chests, 
although they were even then compelled to abandon their 
labours and leave the whole to fall a prey to the conflagration. 
How many wished that the raging blaze would allow but a 
single moment's respite, and pausing to consider the possibility 
of such a mercy, fell victims to their brief hesitation* Many 
buildings burned on one side, while the other side lay in obscure 
darkness. A few determined, self-willed characters bent 
themselves obstinately to the task of saving something from 
the flames, and suflered for their heroism. The whole scene 
of misery and devastation was renewed in the mind of the beau-> 
tiful Princess ; her coimtenance was clouded, which had beamed 
so radiantly in the early morning ; her eyes had lost their lustre, 
and even the beautiful woods and meadows around now looked 
sad and mournful. 

Riding onwards she entered the sweet valley, but she felt 
uncheered by the refreshing coolness of the place. She had, 
however, not advanced far, before she observed an unusual 
appearance in the copse near the meadow where the sparkling 
brook which flowed through the adjacent country took its 
rise. She at once recognized a tiger couched in the attitude 
to spring, as she had seen him represented in the painting. 
The impression was fearful. *' Fly ! gracious lady," cried 
Honorio, " fly at once ! " She turned her horse to mount the 
steep hill which she had just descended, but her young 
attendant drew his pistol, and approaching the monster, fired; 
unfortunately he missed his mark, the tiger leaped aside, the 
horse started, and the terrified beast pursued his course and 
followed the Princess. The latter urged her horse up the 
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steep stony aodivity, foxgetting for a mDment that the pam* 
pered animal shexode was unused to such exertions. But 
nxged hy his impctnons rider, the spirited^ • steed ^made a neir 
effort, tUl at lei^;th, stumbling at an inequoHty^of the gtaund, 
after many attempts to recover his footing, he -fell exhausted 
to the ground. The Prinocss released herself fi^om-the saddle 
with great ezpertness^md presence of mind, and bnooghtiier 
honeagam to its feet^. Thetiger-wns* in .pursuit at a slow 
pace. Theunevengnnrnd andshavp stonesappeared to retard 
his ^psogress, though i as ''HxmoiiDapproadied, his speed and 
strength seemed to boirenespedr. They^now came nearer to 
the spot where the IVinces»i^ood by her horse, andHonotio 
bendmg down; discharged a second pistol. This time^e was 
suocesaful . and • shot the. monster * through >the *head. The 
animalr fell, and. as he lay stretched upon the' ground at full 
length, gaTe> evidence of that might and tervor, whidi was 
now reduced to a lifeless form. Honorio had lei^d irom: hk 
horse, and wms nowldieeHng.onrthe>body of the hughrbrute. 
He had already put an end to his strug^s,- .with .the huntii^ 
knife which glefuned withiii«iiisgiaap. He looked even more 
handsome andactiTe than theX^incesslutdever seen him in 
list or tournament. Thus hiad he oftentimes drivvn his'bull^ 
through the head i of the Turk in the ridi&g*«chool, piCTdng 
his forehead t under t' the turban, and caoriedaommuid by his 
rapid courser, he had oftentimes stiruck the Moor^s head to 
the ground* with his shining, sabre. In all .such knightly feats 
he was dexterous smd successful, and here he- had fcMmd an 
opportunity forputting his skill to the test 

^' Despatch him quickly," said the Princess faintly^ '' liear 
he may injure you with hisclaws." 

^' There is na danger," answered the 'youths ^* he ir. dead 
enough, and I do not wish to spoil his:skLi — it shall ornament 
your sledge next winter/' 

**• Do not jest at such a time^'* continued the Princess ; ** such 
a moment calls fordi every feelibg of devotion: that rcantM 
the heart." 

'' And I never:felt more devout than now;" added Hcbom, 
'' and therefore ace my thoughts: cheer^ ; I only consider: 
how this creature's skin may serve^your i^aswek'.' 

'^ It woukl too o£ten (remind m0of this tlnwdM .^mpmenit/' 
shei relied... 
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*' And y^" aaftwtred theyou^ with bUrniDg.cbeek, ''this 
triumph dstnoKe iimooeiit than that in which the anus of the^ 
defeated are borne in proud procession before the conqueror." 

'' I shall never forget your courage a&d. skill,'' rejoined the 
Princess,-'' and let me add that you may during your whole life' 
command the gratitude and -favour of the Prince. Butrise,^ 
the monster is dead; rise, I say, and let us think >what next is 
tobO'done.V 

"Since I. find myself -now kneeling, before you/' replied 
Honoffiov • " let me- be assured of a graee, of a favous, which 
you' can bestow upon me. I have oftentimes implored your 
princely husband ^forv permission to set out upon my travebs. 
He who dares aspire to -the good fortune of becomiag yous. 
guesl^shouki have seen the world. Travellers' flqcL hither 
frontaU qumters, and when the* conversation^ turns onsome^ 
town, or on«ome peculiar part of i the globe^ y^Mueguests* are 
asked if they have never «een the same. . No onccan^expect 
confidence' who has not seen every thmg* We vmiurtF instruct 
ourselves ior the benefit of others." 

" Rise/' repeated the Princess^ " I can never consent to 
desire or request anything^ontrary to the wish of my husband, 
but if I mistake not, the* cause of your detention here has 
already 'been removed. It was the wish of your. Prince to 
mark how your chattacter should 'ripen,, and prove- worthy of 
an independent nobleman, who might one day be required to 
assert his honour, abroad, as you have done hitherto here at 
Court, and I4oubt not that your present deed of bravery will 
prove as good a passport as. any youth, can carry with him. 
through the w«rld.'' 

' The' Princess had scarcely time to mark, that instead of an 
espsessionof youth&d delight, a shade of grief now darkened 
bis countenance, and he couid < scarcely display his emotion, 
befi>re a woman approached;,: climbing the mountain hastily 
andtlsTading a boy by the hand. Honorio had just risen 
from his kneeling posture and seemed lost in thought, when 
the woman advanced with piercing . cries, and immediately, 
flang. herself upon the lifeless body^f the tiger. Her con«^ 
duct, no less than her gaudy and peculiar attire, bore evidence 
that she was the owner and attendant of the animal. The boy 
by whom she was accompanied was remarkable forhis sparkling 
eyes and jet-black hair* He carried a flute in has hand^ andhe 
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united his tean t9 those of his mother, whibt, with A more 
cakn but deep-felt soirow than she displayed, he Jmelt quietly 
at her side. 

The violent expression of this wretched woman's grief was 
succeeded by a torrent of expostulations which rushed from her 
in broken sentences, reminding one of a mountain stream whose 
course is interrupted by impeding rocks. Her natural ex- 
pressions, short and abrupt, were forcible and pathetic; 
It would be a vain task to endeavour to translate them into 
our idiom, we must be satisfied with their general meaning. 
*'They have murdered thee, poor animal, murdered thee 
without cause. Tamely thou wouldest have lain down to 
await our arrival, for thy feet pained thee, and thy daws were 
powerless. Thou didst lack tiiy burning native sun to bring 
thee to maturity. Thou wert the most beautifnl animal of 
thy kind. Who ever beheld a more noble royal tiger stretched 
out to sleep, than thou art as thou liest here never to rise 
again ? When in the morning thou awokest at the earliest 
dawn of day, opening thy wide jaws and stretching out thy 
ruddy tongue, thou seemedst to us to smile; and even when a 
growl burst from thee, still didst thou ever playfully take thy 
food from the hand of a woman, or from the fingers of a child. 
Loi^ did we accompany thee in thy travels, and long was thy 
society to us as indispensable as profitable. To us, in very 
truth, did food come from the ravenous, and sweet refreshment 
from the strong. But alas ! alas ! this can never be again ! " 

She had not quite finished her lamentations, when a troop 
of horsemen was observed riding in a body over the heights 
which led from the castle. They were soon recc^^nized as the 
hunting cavalcade of the Prince, and he himself was at their 
head. Riding amongst the distant hills, they had observed the 
dark columns of smoke which obscured the atmosphere, and, 
pushing on over hill and dale, as if in the heat of the chase, they 
had followed the course indicated by the smoke, which served, 
them as a guide. Rushing forwards, regardless of e^^ 
obstacle, they had come by surprise upon the ast^. uA 
group, who presented a remarkable appearance in the of^i^ing 
of the hills. The recognition of each other produc^^^.a 
general surprise, and after a short pause, a few words of 
explanation cleared up the apparent mystery. The Prince 
heard with astonishment the extraordinary occurrenoef as 
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be stsood suirbxmded by the crowd of horsemen and pedestrian 
attendants. There seemed no doubt about the necessary 
course. Orders and commands were at once issued by the 
Prince. 

A stranger now forced his way forward, and appeared 
within the circle. He was tall in figure, and attired as 
gaudily as the woman and her child. The members of the 
family recognized each other with mutual surprise and pain. 
But tiie man, collecting himself, stood at a respectfbl distance 
£x>m the Prince, and addressed him thus :— 

*'This is not a moment for complaining. My lord and 
mighty master, the lion has also escaped, and is concealed 
somewhere here in the mountain ; but spare him, I implore 
you ; have mercy upon him, that he may not perish, like this 
poor animal." 

''The lion escaped !'' exclaimed the Prince. ''Have you 
found his track ?" 

" Yes, sire. A peasant in the valley, who needlessly took 
refuge in a tree, pointed to the direction he had taken — ^this 
is the way, to the left; but perceiving a crowd of men and 
horses before me, I became curious to know the occasion of 
their assembling, and hastened forward to obtain help." 

" Well," said the Prince, " the chase must begin in this 
direction. Load your rifles, go deliberately to work ; no mis- 
fortune can happen, if you but drive him into the thick woods 
below us ; but m truth, worthy man, we can scarcely spare 
your favourite : why were you negligent ^ough to let him 
escape?" 

*' The fire broke out," replied the other, " and we remained 
quiet and prepared ; it spread quickly round, but raged at a 
distance from us. "We were provided with water in abun- 
dance, but suddenly an explosion of gunpowder took place, 
and the conflagration immediately extended to us and beyond 
ue' We were too precipitate, and are now reduced to ruin." 

i "" -Prince was still engaged in issuing his orders, and 
theie s general silence for a moment, when a man was 
obset^ • flyiiig) rather than running, down from the castle. 
He ^ quickly recognized as the watchman of the artist's 
studio, whose business it was to occupy the dwelHng and to 
take care of the workmen. Breathless he advanced, and a 
few words served to announce the nature of his business. 

2jc 
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'*Tlie lion had taken tefage oa tfie heights, and haid lain 
down in the sunshine behind the lofty walls of the castle. He 
was reposing at the ibot of an old tree, in perfect tranqniDitjr. 
But," continued the man, in a tone of bitter complaint, 
*' unfortunately, I took my rifle to the town yesterday, to have 
it repaired, or the animal had nerer risen again ; his skin, at 
least, would hare been mine, and I had worn it in triumph 
for my life.*' 

The Prince, whose military experience had often served 
him in time of need— *for he had frequently been m situations 
where unavoidable danger pressed on every side — observed, 
in r^ly to the man, ** What pledge can you give, that if we 
spare your lion, he will do no mischief in the country ^'' 

** My wife and child," answered the fether, hastily, *^ will 
quiet him and lead him peacefully along, until I repair his 
shattered cage, and then we shali keep him harmless and 
uninjured." 

The child seemed to be looking for his flute. It was that 
species of instrument which is sometimes called the soft, 
sweet flute, short in the mouthpiece, like a pipe, lliose who 
understood the art of using it, could extract from it the most 
delicious tones. 

In the meantime, the Prince inquired of the caretaker 
by which path the lion had ascended the mountain. 

" Through the low road," replied the latter ; " it is walled 
in on both sides, has long be^ the only passage, and shall 
continue so. Two footpaths originally led to the same point, 
but we destroyed them, that there might remain but one way 
to that castle of enchantment and beauty which is to be 
formed by the taste and talent of Prince Frederick." 

After a thoughftil pause, during which the Prince stood 
contemplating the child, who continued playing softly on his 
flute, the former turned towards Honorio, and said : 

'* Thou hast this day rendered me an essential service ; 
finish the task you have begun. Occupy the narrow road of 
which we have heard, hold your rifle ready, but do not shoot, 
if you think it likely that the lion may be driven back ; but 
under any circumstances kindle a fire, that he may be afraid to 
descend in this duection. The man and his wife must 
answer for the consequences.." 

Honorio proceeded without delay to execute the oxders he 
had received. 
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' ThA cbild atill continued to plaj lipon his flute. He' prb^ 
dueed no esiACt melody, as a mere suceession of notes fob 
lowed, without any precise order or artistic arrangement^ 
yet» piefhaps for this very reason, the 'effect seemed replete 
wi^ end^iantment. Every one was delighted with the simple 
munC| when the father, full of a noble enthusiasm, addressed 
the assembled speetators thus :-^ 

^^ God has bestowed the gift of wisdom upon the Prince^ 
and the pgower of seeing that all Divine works are good, ieaoh 
after its kind. Behold how the rocks stand finn and motion- 
less, proof against the effects of sun and storm. Their sum- 
mits are crowned with ancient trees, and elated with the 
pride of their ornaments, they look round boldly far and wide. 
But should a part become detached, it' no longer appears as 
before ; it breaks into a thousand pieces, and covers the side 
of the declivity. But even there the pieces find no resting- 
place; they pursue their course downwards, till the brook 
receives them, and carries them onward to the river. Thence, 
unresisting and submissive, their sharp angles having become, 
rounded and smooth, they are borne along with greater 
velocity from stream to stream, till they finally attain the 
ocean, in whose mighty depths giants abide and dwarfs 
abound. 

" But who celebrates the praise of the Lord, whom the stars 
praise from all eternity ? Why, however, should we direct 
our visi6n so far ? Behold the bee, how he makes his pro- 
vision in harvest time, and constructs a dwelling, rectangular 
and level, at once the architect and workman. Behold the 
ant,' she knows her way, and loses it not; she builds her 
habitation of grass and earth and tiny twigs, builds it high and 
strengthens it with arches, but in vain, — ^the prancing steed 
approaches and treads it into nothing, destroying the little 
rafters and supports of the edifice. He snorts with impatience 
and with restlessness, for the Lord has formed the horse as 
companion to the wind, and brother to the storm, that he 
may carry mankind whither he will. But in the palm forest 
even he takes to flight. There, in the wilderness, the lion 
xoams in proud majesty; he is monarch of the beasts, and 
nothing can resist his strength. But man has subdued his 
valour ; the mightiest of animals has respect for the image of 
God, in which the very angels are formed, and they minister 
to the Lord and His servants. Daniel trembled not in the 
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lioim* den; be stood fiiU of fidth and holy confidenoe»aife3 the 
wild xoanng of the monsters did not interrupt his pious 



address, which was delivered with an expression of 
natural enthusiasm, was accompanied by the child's sweet 
music. But when his father had concluded, the boy com- 
menced to sing with clear and sonorous voice, and some 
degree of skill. His parent in the meantime seized his flute, 
and in soft notes accompanied the child as he sung : 

" Hear the Prophet's gong ascending 

From the cavem's dark retreat. 
Whilst an Angel, earthward bending, 

Cheers his sonl with accents sweet. 
Fear and terror come not o'er him. 

As the lion's angry brood 
Cronch with placid mien before him> 

By his holy song sabdned." 

The father continued to accompany the verses with his 
flute, whilst the mother's voice was occasionally heard to in- 
tervene as second. 

The effect of the whole was rendered more peculiar and 
impressive, bv the child's frequently inverting the order of 
the verses. And if he did not, by this artifioe, give a new 
sense and meaning to the whole, he at least highly excited 
the feelings of his audience : 

" Angels o'er ns mildly bending, 

Cheer ns with their voices sweet. 
Hark ! what strains enchant the ear I 

In the cavern's dark retreat. 
Can the Prophet quake with fear ? 

Holy accents sweetly blending. 
Banish ev'ry earthly ill. 

Whilst an Angel choir descending 
Executes the heavenly will." 

Then all three joined with force and emphasis : 

** Since the Eternal eye, far«sedng. 

Earth and sea surveys in peace, , 

Lion shall with lamb agreeing 

Live, and angry tempests cease. 
Warriors' sword no more shall lour, 
' Faith and Hope their fruit shall bear; 
Wondrous is the mighty power 
Of Love, which pours its soul in prayer.'* 
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The nusie ceased. Silence reigned aronod. Each one 
listened attentively to the dying tones, and now for the first 
time could one observe and note the general impression. 
Every listener was overcome, though each was affected- in a 
different manner. The Prince looked sorrowfully at his wife, 
as though he had only just perceived the danger which had 
lately threatened him, whilst she, leaning upon his arm, did 
not hesitate to draw forth her embroidered handkerchief to 
dry the starting tear. It was delightful to relieve her 
youthful heart from the weight of grief with which she had 
for some time felt oppressed. A general silence reigned 
around, and the fears were forgotten which all had expe- 
rienced both from the conflagration below and the appearance 
of the formidable lion above. 

The repose of the whole company was first interrupted 
by the Prince, who made a signal to lead the horses 
nearer ; he then turned to the woman and addressed her 
thus: "You think, then, to master the lion wherever you 
meet him, by the power of your song, assisted by that of the 
child and the tones of your flute, and believe that you can 
thus lead him harmless and uninjured to his cage ?" 

She protested and assured him that she would do so ; where- 
upon a servant was ordered to show her the way to the castle. 
The Prince and a few of his attendants now took their departure 
hastily, whilst the Princess, accompanied by the rest, fol- 
lowed more slowly after. But the mother and the child, ac- 
companied by the servant, who had armed himself with a 
rifle, hastened to ascend the mountain. 

At the very entrance of the narrow road which led to the 
castle, they found the hunting attendants busily employed in 
piling together heaps of dry brushwood, to kindle a large 
fire. 

" There is no necessity for such precaution," observed the 
woman ; " all will yet turn out well." 

They perceived Honorio at a little distance from them, sitting 
upo9 a fragment of the wall, with his double-barrelled rifle 
in his lap, prepared as it seemed for every emergency. But 
he paid litUe attention to the people who approached ; he was 
absorbed in his own contemplations, and seemed engaged in 
deepest thought. The woman entreated that he would not per- 
mit the fire to be kindled, he, however, paid not the smallest 
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•Mention to liar req^fltt. She ikeA railed her voiee, anl ex- 
olaimed withalottdcry: " Tbou handsoioe youth, who killed 
vytigartloiinetheeiiot; btttq^eremylionymndlwiUbleaB 
thee/' 

Bat Honorio was looking upon vacancy ; his eyes were 
bent ^on the sun* which hid finished its daily eoune and 
was now about to set. 

'^ Yott are looking to the eTening," cried the woman, ^ and 
yon are 'right, for there is yet much to do; but hasten^ 
delay not, and yon will conquar. But first of all, conqnar 
yowself." He seemed to smile at this obaenration«i^-tibe 
woman passed on, but could not avoid locdung round to 
observe him once more. The setting sun bad cast a roi^ glow 
upon his countenance ; she thought she had never beheld se 
handsome a youth, 

^' If your child/* said the attendant, ^ can, as you imagine, 
with his fluting and his singing, entice and tranquilline 
&6 lion, we shall easily succeed in mastering him ; fi^ the fero* 
eious animal has lain down to sleep under the broken arch, 
through which we have secured a passage into the castle 
court, as the chief entrance has been long in ruins. Let the 
child then entice him into the interior, when we can close 
the gate widiout difficulty, and the child may, if he please, 
escape by a small winding staircase, which is situated in one 
of the corners. We may in the meantime conceal ourselves, 
but I shall take up a position which will enable me to assist 
the child at any moment with ray rifle." 

" These preparations are all needless ; Heaven; and our 
own skill, bravery, and good fortune, are our best defence," 

" But first let me conduct you by .this steep ascent to the top 
of the tower, right opposite to the entrance of which I have 
spoken. The child may then descend into the arena, and there 
he can try to exercise his power over the obedient animal." 

This was done. Concesded above, the att^idant and the 
mother surveyed the proceeding. The child descended the 
nanrow staircase, and soon appeared in the wide court-yard. 
He immediately entered into the narrow opening opposite, 
when the sweet sounds of his flute were heard, but these 
gradually diminished till at length they finally ceased. The 
pause was fearful-^the solemnity of the proceeding filled the 
old attendant with apprehension, accustomed as he was to 
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every sort of danger. He declared that he would rather 
engage the enraged animfll himself. But the mother preserved 
her cheerful countenance, and leaning over the parapet in a 
listening attitude, betrayed no sign of the slightest fear. 

At k^gth the flute was heard again. The child had issued 
ttam the dark recess, his face beaming with triumph ; the lion 
was slowly following, and seemed to walk with difficulty. 
Now and then the animal appeared disposed to lie down, but 
the child continued to lead him quietly along, bending his 
way throu^ the half-leafless autumn- tinged trees, imtil he 
arrived at a spot which was illumined by the last rays of the 
setting sua. They were shedding their parting glory through 
the ruins, and in this spot he recommenced his sweet song^ 
which we cannot refrain from repeating : 

" i|ear tiie Prophet's song aseending 

From the cavern's dark retreat, 
Whilst an Angel, earthward bending. 

Cheers his soul with accents sweet* 
Fear and terror come not o'er him, 

As the lion's angry brood 
Crouch with placid mien befoiie him, 

By his holy song subdasd." 

The lion in the mean time had lain quietly down, and raising 
his heavy paw, had placed it in the lap of the child. The 
latter stroked it gently and continued his chaunt, but soon 
observed that a sharp thorn had penetrated into the ball of 
the animal's foot. With great tenderness the child extracted 
the thorn, and taking his bright-coloured silk handkerchief 
from his neck, bound it round the foot of the huge creature, 
whilst the attentive mother, still joyfully leaning over the 
parapet with outstretched arms, would probably have testified 
her approbation with loud shouts and clapping of hands, if 
the attendant had not rudely seized her and reminded her 
that the danger was not yet completely over. 

The child now joyfully continued his song, after he had 
hummed a few notes by way of prelude : 

" Since the Eternal eye, far-seeing, 
Earth and sea surveys in peace, 
lion shall with lamb agreeing 
lAi9, and angry tempests ceise. 
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Warrion' sword no more sliall lonr, 
Faith and Hope their fruit shall bear; 
. Wondroos is the mighty power 

Of Lovey which poors its soul in prayer.'' 

If it were possible to conceive that the features of so fierce 
a monster, at once the tyrant of the &rest and the despot of 
the animal kingdom, could display an expression of pleasure 
and grateful joy, it might have been witnessed upon this 
occasion ; and in very truth, the child, in the fulness of his 
beauty, looked like some Tictorions conqueror, thoi^h it coidd 
not be said that the lion seemed subdued, for his mighty power 
was only for a time concealed ; he wore the aspect of some 
domesticated creature, who had been content to make a 
voluntary surrender of the mighty power with which it was 
endued. And thus the child continued to play and to sing, 
transposing his verses or adding to them, as ne felt indined : 

'* Holy Angels, still untiring, 

Aid the good and yirtaous child, 
Every noble deed inspiring 

And restraining actions wiUL 
So the forest king to render 

Tame as child at parent's knee^ 
Still be gentle, kind, and tender. 

Use sweet love and melody." 
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